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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 


The present volume is one of a series of selections from 
the Punjab Government reeords -whicb liave been published 
by the Punjab Government. The volumes constituting the 
series are — 

The Dellii Residency and 

Agency Records ... 1807-1857, Volume I. 

The Ijudhiana Agency Px^ecords, 1808-1815, Volume PI. 

The Political Diaries of the 
Resident at Lahore and his 

Assistants ... 1816-1819, Volumes 

III— VI. 

The Mutiny Ptcoords — Corres- 
pondence and Reports ... 1857-1858, Volumes 

VII and VIII each 
in two Parts. 

It had been intended to issue further volumes also, dealing 
with (a) the reeords of the Karnal, Ambala and Ludhiana 
Agencies (including the despatches of Sir D. Ochterlony, 
Superintendent of Political j^Ufairs and Agent to the Gover- 
nor-General at Ludhiana, and the diaries of his Assistant, 
Captain G. Rirch), 1816 — 1810 ; (b) the records of the North- 
West Prontier Agency, 1810 — 1815, and (c) those of the 
Lahore Pv^esidency, 1816^1§4pC buiXtghas been found neces- 
sary on financial groun'ds '' to ’ jjostpond the j)^^X)lication of 
these further j)apers. ' b.D''- 

The material for the volumes issued has been pre^jared 
and XHit through the Press by ilr. A. Raynor, late Registrar 
of the Punjab Civil Secretariat. 

Lahohe : • 

■J)ece]hljer 1916. 




PREFACE, 

TnE papers in this vokime are a selection from the 
Bccorcls of the Lndhiajra Agency from 1S08 — 1815, Avhich 
mill he fonnd in Books 1 — 15 of the old records of the 
Pirnjah Secretariat, original receipt letters being filed in one 
series of hooks and cojDics of issues in another. The period 
to which the papers relate is that between the arrival of the 
British rfi e.ekwilvwiow of the first Gwrlfinr 

campaign in June 1815, shortly after which (Octoher 1815) 
the head-quarters of the British representative in the 
Punjab were transferred to Earnal. 

In 1808 the G-overnor-General received intelligoncc 
that the Prench designed the conquest of Kabul and the 
Punjab. The Government accordingly decided to despatch 
Envoys to both Lahore and Kabul, Mr. 0. T. Metcalfe being 
selected to coiidiict the negotiations with Lahore and Mr. 
Elphinstoue those with Kabul. In November 1808 the 
Governor-General (Lord Minto) determined upon advancing 
a detachment of British troops to the Sutlej to support the 
British Envoy in his negotiations with the Lahore ruler and 
effectually confine his dominion to the north of that river. 
This force was- placed under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel L. Ochterlony, who was .specially selected for the 



11 


Tnr.rArn. 


sorvI(''". }Ti' cr>v;^;cMl i1u' .Tnnuin on (]in lOtli -TaniLary ISOD 
nnd on tho ‘JOth ol' llio iollornnp: monUi readied Liidliuina 
a\dn'Vi' In' lialli'd and al rnnyl In'in'd liis ]H)‘dij ioTi. 


ddnlinrnjn Tvanjil Sinydi non' r.a\v ilio danc;'or of fimlior 
pr.>!v,'i'tin>.': th(' non'o! inlion'; wliicli avori' 1 ndn" carried on 
I'v Mr. and, fr.dine; llioi I lu' dlril is]i Govornniont 

n'.> ; In (viru-'.f nnd in non.iv lo hr fumed From iis resrduLion, 
■a! iennih anvod' fo (|u' n('(’f'..d(y of a .‘;pO('(ly seffd'niont vdfli 
111' rn',-,>rdiindy nillnlrew' hi-i Forcf's from ilie 


ill 


it jDM't'r. 


Snil'-j and r 'lin(|ni'du‘il t h" ( ''ml omi's In' Inul usurped, as re- 
iiuii'.-l dy tin' !n-ilis!i ;vit lioril ii'U 1 'In, -illy, In .Vpril ISOf), ]\Ir. 
;M''‘'''drc coticiude I A U'.'Afy v.i'Ii .Mali.'iraja Karijit Sinyli, Iiy 
\‘.!iifli lirit Clii'-i I'l'linpiii Jit'ii lo!' ('Ver ail siipn'inaey over llio 
( i -Stttifj (dll*'!’''. :un! ;dl (dnini.s (o (iie Cis-Sidlej Terriiorv 

»fo‘ (,'{:! ion of Llic Uritish (<oyei'inncnij 
[u-ofaef i/>n nyaitisi Laliorc iras issued 
U wn.s arranged (Iiai Licutonant- 
uld 1 ‘ctualu ill Puliiical and i]\rilitan' 
'iny yiveti a d’ersian inierpreter and 
a of C';i{)lain J-ii, Stuart. Capfain 
i-,- iyued hi-; /ppi'u'ntmind in ddeccndicr ISOD, and 
'■iienn- ;d':d f)V' Colonel (Jditcrlonvd sou, Mr. Pv. P. 


iimii 

r.'uim Uinf'r til 

atr'l a 

Pro'-lam'd i'Ui < 

to tim 

Ci, ■Sutlej Chit 

.. — -» 

■1 ( )eutet-[fjiiy e 

(•' rr rU' • 

at 1 j 1 It L li 1 1 u;i, 

, t * • 

- i '! i ‘ C'.' 

',nt in the p'-i 

S'amrt 

i-e-iyrml hi-i 


< )ddorlon\'. 

In April 1‘='10 Cidonel Odiicrlony was appointed 
Auriit lo till' Governor-General at Ludiiiaun, in snbordiiia- 
li.na to llio lie-ldent at Pelhi, tJii'ough ndiom lie corresponded 
with Ci o^’eriiineut. Captain C(. l)iieli "was at tlic same 
time apjminted A.s.sl.slaiit to Colonel Oelitcrlony. 

In dSll a second Proclamation yas issued to the Cis- 
Sntlcj Cliie'fs prohibitlug mutual aggressions, and naming 
them of tlie penaltios lo Avhieli violence and disturbance 
votild render them liable. In ISIS and ISIS vc find the 
I’atiiila State siiirering from maladmiuistratioip the Pabnl 
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TvOTal family taking rcfng'c in Britisli Tcrrifory and iiic; 
Gurklias commencing tliosc cncroaclimcnls ■ndn’cli led 
to military operations against tkem in l.Sld. Colonel 
Oclitei'lony rras given the command ol one of tlic columns 
operating against the Gurkhas, and during his aloscncc 
from Ludhiana his Assistant, Captain Birch, vas entrusted 
Trith the management of oiu’ relations rrith the Sikh States. 
The despatches vrritten hy Colonel Ochtcrlony ndiilo on 
active service are piihlishod in the Parliamentary Papers 
respecting the Nex^al war issued in 1821. 

On the termination of the campaign, which resulted 
in the evpiPsion of the Gurkhas from the liill territories 
which they had usurped, Major-General Ochterlony returned 
to his civP duties at Ludhidna, and in June 1815 was vested 
with control over the territory conquered from the Gurkhas,' 
liis designation being altered to that of Superintendent of 
Political Affairs and Agent to the Governor- General in the 
territories of the Protected Sikh and Hill Chiefs between the 
Jamna and the Sutlej. He was given two Assistants, viz., 
Captain G. Pirch, stationed at Hahan, and Lieutenant Pc-. 
Pcoss, at Suhdthu. Mr. P. P. Ochterlony resigned about this 
time and was succeeded by Lieutenant TV. Murray, 1st 
Native Infantry, who was appointed an Assistant to General 
O chterlony . 

Major General Sir Pavid Ochterlony, who had received 
the thanks of Parliament and been gazetted a Knight 
Commander of the Bath for his services against the Gurkhas, 
remained at Ludhiana until October 1815, when, as already 
mentioned, the office of the Superintendent of Political 
Airaii’s and Agent to the Governor- General was transferred 
to Karndl where it was located until March 1822, when it 
was finally moved to Amhala. Luring the last few months 
of ..his stay at Ludhidna Sir Lavid Ochterlony was engaged 
under the directions of Government in the disuosal and 
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service. He crossed the Jamna on the IGtli January 1809, 
and on the 20th of the following niontli reached Ludhiana, 
where he halted and strengthened his position. 

hlaharaja Eanjit Singh now saw the danger of Curtlier 
protracting the negotiations which were being carried on 
by Mr. IMetcalfe, and, feeling that the British Govcrnincnt 
was in earnest and in no Vvay to be turned from its resolution, 
at length awohe to the necessity of a speedy settlement with 
that power. He accordingly withdrew his forces from the 
Sutlej and relinquished the territories he had usurped, as re- 
quired by the British authorities. Binally, in April 1800, Mr. 
Metcalfe concluded a treaty with Maharaja Ptanjit Singh, by 
which that Chief relinquished for ever all supremacy over tlie 
Cis-Sutlej Chiefs and all claims to the Cis-Sntlej Territory 
which came under the protection of the British Government, 
and a Proclamation of protection against Lahore was issued 
to the Cis-Sutlej Chiefs. It was arranged that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochtcrlouy should remain in Political and Military 
charge at Ludhiana, being given a Persian Interpreter and 
Assistant in the person of Captain K. Stuart. Captain 
Stuart resigned his appointment in Lccember 1809, and 
was succeeded by Colonel Ochterlony’s son, Mr. E. P. 
Ochterlony. 

In April 1810 Colonel Ochterlony was aj^pointed 
Agent to the Governor-General at Ludhiana, in subordina- 
tion to the Pv^esident at Delhi, through whom ho corresponded 
with Government. Captain G. Birch was at the same 
time appointed Assistant to Colonel Ochterlony. 

In 1811 a second Proclamation was issued to the Cis- 
Sntlej Chiefs prohibiting mutual aggressions, and warning 
lliem of the penalties to which violence and disturbance 
Avould render them liable. In 1812 and ISIS we find the 
Patiala State suffering from maladministration, the Kabul 



rHEFAGJiJr 


lii 

Eoyal family taking refuge in British Territory and the 
Gurkhas commencing those encroachments ’which led 
to military operations against them in ISlt. Colonel 
Ochterlony was giyen the command of one of the columns 
0 ^ 0 crating against the Gurkhas, and during his absence 
■from Ludhiana his Assistant, Cax^tain Birch, was entrusted 
with the mauagement of our relatioirs with the Sikh States. 
The despatches written by Colonel Ochterlony while on 
active service are published in the Parliamentary Papers 
respecting the PTepal wnr issued in 1821. 

On the termination of the campaign,' which resulted 
in the esj^^'^lsion of the Giirklias from the hill territories 
which they had usurped, Maior-Gciieral Ochterlony returned 
to his civil duties at Ludhidna, and in Time 1815 was vested 
with control over the territory conej^uered from the Gurklias, 
his designation being altered to that of Superintendent of 
Political Alfalrs and Agent to the Governor- General in the 
territories of the Ihotectcd Sikh and Hill Chiefs between the 
Jamna and the Sutlej. He was given two Assistants, •yG.,’ 
Captain G. Birch, stationed at Nahau, and Lieutenant B. 
Pv.oss, at Suhdthii. Mr, B. P. Ochterlony resigned about this 
time and was succeeded by Lieutenant W. Murray, Isfc 
Kative lufautry, who was appointed an Assistant to General 
O chterlony . 

]\Iajor General Sir Lavid Ochterlony, who had received 
the thanks of Parliament and been gazetted a Hnight 
Commander of the Bath for his services against the Gurkhas, 
remained at Ludhiana iintil October 1815, when, as already 
mentioned, the office of the Superintendent of Political 
Affairs and Agent to the Governor-General was transferred 
to Karnal where it was located until March 1822, when it 
was finally moved to Amhala. Luring the last few months 
of his stay at Ludhiana Sir Lavid Ochterlony was engaged 
under the directions of Govern nieut in the dis^DOsal and 
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settlement of the hill districts conquered from the Gurkhas. 
The correspondence relating to the subject is very Yoluminons, 
and it has been considered imneccssaiy to include it in this 
Yolumc. The arrangements for the accommodation of Sliah 
Shuja-ul-Mulk of Kabul and the members of his family Y'Iio 
had taken refuge in Ludhiana also engaged Ochterlony’s 
attention, and in NoYcmbcr 181(3 it U'as found necessary to 
post an Assistant (lieutenant W. Miu’ray) to Ludliiana to 
look after the Kabul Ko^rnl family and also hold charge of 
the Treasury, Abkari Mahal and Police. 
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CHAPTER I. 

♦ 

1S08-0G 

l)cspatcli of a force imdcr Licutenaut-Colonel D. Ocliterlony to tbe coufmes of 
the territory nf Raja Ranjit Siugli — lustriictious to Lleutciiaiit- 
Colouel OoliLcrlony as to tlic object of bis deputation and tlic policy to 
bo observed tovards the Sibli Chiefs desiring British protection — Loyal 
Chiefs who joined Liontcnaut-Coloucl Ochtcrlony — Intelligence from 

the Punjab Progress of the forco under Liontenaut-Colonnl Ochtcr- 

lony's command ■Restoration to the original holders of the usurpations 

of Ranjit Singh — Unauthorized halt of Licutcnant-ColoJiol Ochterlony’a 
forco near Ludhiana — Lrrlval at Lndhi.aiia — Desire of Chief of Jhiitd 
for territory in evchango for Ludhiana — Rosonrccs of Sikh Cliiofs 
Cis-Sutlej — D(?clavatiou of policy of Government towards Sikh 
Chiefs— Censure passed on Licntouant-Coloncl Ochtcrlony for halting 
his force, his resignation of Ids command and restoration to it — 
Tenure of the post of Lndliiaua — Tntrignos of Raja Ranjit Singh with 
the iilahrattas — Attack on Lieutenant White, Survey or — Designs of 
Ranjit Singh. 

1. From N. B. EdMOKSTON£, Fsqiitrc, Secretary to Government., 
to Lieut. -Goloncl Ociiterzoxt , — dated Fort BGUiatn, the 
14th of November ISOS. (Most secret). 

The course of events and transactions at the Court of the 
Eajah of Lahore haTiog rendered it ueeessaiy to advance a 
detachmen'o oi troops’ Vonards tAro conUnts oi that CuicitfanU 
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iGi'ritoiy as ii'ell as to provide evcnlnally for military aii’ango- 
ments of a move extensive natirvc in tlie North-n'cstem 
cpiavter of Hindoostan, and tlie duties to be annexed to 
the command of that detacliment being’ of a delicade and 
important cliaTacteVj requiring a combination of the talents 
of the military profe.ssion ivith joolitical qualifieationSj local 
knoivledg’e and experience^ the interests of the public service 
must materially depend ujwn the selection of the otflecr to be 
appointed to the command of that detachment; and the hig’h 
sense ndiich CTOvornment entertains of your approved zeal, 
judgmeutj and abilities, added to the advantages of your 
professional talents, 3'our military and political experience in 
that quarter of India, and 3'our intimate knowledge of the 
condition, interests and relations of the various pott3' States 
situated between the Jumna and the Indus — renders the Ilio-ht 
Hon'ble the Governor-General in Council an.xious to vest in 
3'Oiu’ hands the duties connected with the command of the 
proposed detachment. His Lordship in Council therefore, 
confidentl3^ trusting that 3mur characteristic zeal for the 
interests of the public service will induce 3'ou to undertake 
with alacrit3'' the execution of those important duties, has been 
qdeased to appoint 3^011 to the command of the proposed 
detachment. 

2. The service in question being of a nature peculiarly 
urgent, I am directed to express to 3'ou the desire of the 
Gov Cl nor "General in Council that 3011 will deliver over charge 
of the garrison of Illahabad to the officer next in command, 
and proceed with the utmost practicable expedition to hluttra 
and to Delhi. 


3 , At one or other of those stations 3^11 mav^ be cxpcetccl 
G meet His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, with whom 
it is of importance that 3mu should have an oiiportunilv of 
crnnmunleating, and a principal object of suggestip^ 
visit to Delhi is that you may bo enabled to"" com micate 
personally ivifch the Resident and obtain access to all the 
(- ocuments and correspondence connected with the eiffiects of 
tae service on which you are to he employed, ^ 
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4 j. On your arrival at Dellii, you vull receive the 
instructions of Government for the g-uidauce of your conduct 
on all points conueeted v'itLi tlie political l^rancli of your 
duties. On those exclusively of a military naturej you vull 
of course be furnished vith the necessary orders by His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

5 . I am directed to desire that in repljdng- to tliis dis- 
patch you vill he pleased to specify the time you expect 
to be enabled to reach the station of Muttra or Delhi. 

G. I am further instructed to desire that you will 
observe the utmost secrecy respecting' the object of 3"Our 
proceeding' to Delhi. 


2 . From N. D. EoMoysTOXE, Esqnirc, Scryctar}/ to Governvicni, 
to Lieut. -Colonel OenTERLOxr, — dated Fort William, (he 
ISth of Novcniher ISOS. 

The Ptlg’ht Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council, 
having’ taken into consideration the allowances which you arc 
to draw while exercising' the duties vested in 3’'ou by the 
resolution of Government communicated to 3'ou iu m3’' letter 
of the 1-fth install tC I am directed to sig'iiifj' to 3^011 that the 
arrangement therein described is not intended to affect the 
salarj" -which v^ou at present reccuve as Commandant of 
Illahahad or the civil allowance which 3^011 w'ere authorized 
to draw h3’ the orders of Government of the . 5 t]i of June 
ISO 6. These }"ou null continue to draw in addition to the 
niilitar}’- allowances attaclied to the situation of an oilicer of 
3’our rank on command ; and, iu consideration of the political 
duties which the command of the proposed detachment is 
expected to involve, the Governor-General in Council has 
been pleased to grant to j-on a further allowance of five 
hundred rupees per mensem to he included in the Durbar 
accounts of the dtesident at Delhi. 
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3, From N. B. Edjionsto.^c, Esquire, Secretary to Government, 
to A. Sewn, Esquire, llcsidcnt at Delhi, — dated Fort 
WiBiam, the 2Gth of December 1808. 


Policy to bo 
observed 
low.irds tlio 
Pildi Clnefs 
desiring tlie 
protection of 
the British 
Ooverinnenfc. 


I AM directed to ackuo\rled3:e tlie receipt of your 
dispatclics. In conscrpieueo of the information conveyed in 
those dispatches, I nou' proceed to state to you tlie instructions 
of Government for the reg-uktlon of your proceeding's in your 
communications Avith the Sikh Chiefs on the subject of the 
advance of the detachment formed at Kurnaul into their 
countrjg in the event of any ohjeetion on the part of any of 
those Chiefs arising, either from the obligations ndiich may 
have been imposed upon them by Rajah Runjcct Sing during 
his late expedition or from anj" other cause, observing, hoAV- 
GA'er, in the first instance, that, under all circumstances, it is 
the intention of the Governor-General in Council not only 
that the detachment noAV forming shall advance to the 
proposed position, but that any number of troops that either 
now or hereafter may he reipiired to advance in that direction 
shall proceed through the territory of those Chiefs. 


2. No doubt can be entertained that the Chiefs in 
question are still anxious to be placed under the protection of 
the British Power. That the engagement concluded by the 
Rajah of Putteealah noth Rajah Runjeet Sing, as well as 
every other aceominodatiou Ti'hich the latter has been enabled 
to effect Avith the Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge, 
has been compulsory avouUI he evident from the nature of the 
transaction, independent!}'' even of the distinct avowal to that 
effect which you have receiA’cd from the Rajah of Putteealah 
and others. That aAmAAml at the same time is advantageous on 
the^present occasion as a ground of assertion. But, howei'er 
desirous the Rajah of Putteealah may he to exchan o'e his 
compulsory connection A\dth the Rajah of Lahore a connec- 

tion which pilaces him in a state of absolute subjection to the 
latter — for the security and independence wRich he will 
derive from the protection of the British Bower, it may be 
doubted Avbother he -null at once thrjw off the mask and 
renounce his engagements with the Rajah of Lahore and 
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openly and avowedly accept tbe protection of tlic Britisb 
Po^Yel• ; and the same ohservalion is apipilicnhle to the other 
Chiefs who have been coinpiellcd to acknowledge the sover- 
eig'nty of Kuuject Sing-. 

3. At the moment when the Rajah of Lahore at the 
head of a pDowerfnl army on this side of the Sntleclg'e men- 
aced the subjng’ation of these Chiefs^ they would without 
donht readily have accep:)ted the pn’oteetion of the British 
Government in whatever manner we might think p^roper to 
afford it. But the immediate exig'eucp'' Ijeing- removed by the 
Rajah^s retreat^ the Rajah of Putteealah, if not the other Sikh 
Chiefs, will porobahly object to the advance of our troop)s, 
confident that the Rajah of Lahore will not venture to exer- 
cise over them the rights of sovereignty under a declaration 
on the p5art of the British Government that they are subject 
to its protection, and, depending on the seasonable aid of that 
Government in a future case of exigency, they may p^erhaps 
be satisfied with that declaration and desire that the march 
of our troops may be suspended until a renewal of aggression 
on the part of the Rajah shall render it necessary. 


Policy to Lc 
observed 
towards tlic 
Sikli Chiefs 
desiring tlie 
prelection of 
the Ilritisli 
G overiuneat. 


4'. At the time when they first solicited the protection 
of the British Government against the apprehended designs 
of the Rajah of Lahore, thep’- were led with reluctance to 
p^ropose the advance of a limited number of troops, manifest- 
ing under the pn'cssure of that ap)prehension a jealousy of the 
introduction of British troopis into their country. They must 
he expected therefore to be influenced iu a greater degree by 
that sentiment of jealousy now that the crisis of their danger 
is past, in addition to which they map' possibly desire to 
preserve the appearance of fidelity to the engagements which 
they have contracted w'ith the R.ajah by withholding their 
avowed concurrence in an arrangement which would indicate 
a direct violation of them ; and this remark is espiiecially 
applicable to the Rajah of Putteealah, who has been compelled 
to contract an alliance with the Rajah of Lahore under 
circumstances of peculiar solemnity. This therefore is the 
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ftnto o[ tliiiiq-s for wLich ifc is necessary to provide. I have 
alrcadv sig'uiiiod to you the determination of Government 
upju this question, and it only remains to suggest the repre- 
sentations with which the execution is to be accompanied. 


5. It is obvious to remark that a reciprocity of 
advantage must form the foundation of every arrangement 
l)etwccn a Government and its allie.s, its dependants or its 
Piihjocts. The second of tliese relations is that in which the 
Sik-h Chiefs are now placed towards the British Government, 
and the pre.^ervation of their rig'hts depends npon its 
]n'otcction. The terms npon which that protection shonld 
bo extended to the party whicli solicits it may be a matter 
of convention, but if offered on one side and accepted on the 
other without any corresponding' demand or concession, the 
]''rolocting power has a right to prescribe the mode in whicli 
its protection shall be exercised, provided that it involves no 
injiirv to the acknowledged right.? of the dependent State. At 
the present moment the British Government demands no sac- 
rifice on the part of the Sikh Chiefs for the protection which 
thev are anxious to secure. But the protection of one State 
hv another, c.spocially when arms and burthonsome means 
are to ho cmploj^ed, can never he understood to he gratuitous, 
and in cases where no .specific remuneration is stiiudated 
a common interest must be presumed to form the induce- 
ment to the particular measure, as well as to constitute the 
foundation on which the general relations of protection and 
dependance and the reciprocal claims of benefit derived from 
them are established. In this particular instance the British 
Government would he obviously divmsted of all interest in its 
relation to the Sikh Chiefs, and no pretence of reciprocity 
would remain If measures were oj)posed which are essential to 
the security of that Government, and at the same time not 
only compatible 'with, but highly favourable to, the reasonable 
views of the other party. Of this description of measures 
unquestionably Is the free introduction of our troops into the 
territory of the Sikh Chiefs, — a measure necessary to the 
efficiency of that protection which we hav'C consented to 
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Policy to bo 
observed 
towards the 
fc'ikli Chiefs 
desiring; the 
protection of 
the Britlsli 
Government. 


G. The British Government being' vcsolvetl nncler any 
circnmstauces to preclude the extension of the Itajah of 
Lahore’s dominion on this side of the Sutlcdge, it cannot be 
admissible to menace the refusal of onr protection to the Sikh 
Chiefs against the future aggressions of the Rajah as the 
alternative of their opposition to the privilege which vi'e claim, 
but it may justly be observed that the British Government 
can alone undertake the defence of the territories on this side 
the Sutledg’G by actually advancing its troops to the frontier 
and by possessing the means of forming any other military 
arrangements in that direction that the exigency of which, or 
prospective events, may appear to reqirire. 

7. In addition, however, to the arguments -nBieh the 
preceding observations are intended to supply, tlie Governor- 
General in Council deems it proper that, in the event to which 
they are applicable of any of the Sikh Chiefs on this 
side of the Sulledge making a show of adhering to Rajah 
Rnnjeot Sing or of their opposing or objecting to the advance 
of our troops, you should state distinctly the plain and true 
principle of the proposed system of proceeding, namely, that 
the British Government does not admit of Rajah Rnnjeet 
SiugG extending his power beyond the Sutledge, and that those 
Chiefs who acknowledge his dominion on this side of that 
boundary must be considered as- openlj'- counteracting the 
views of this Government in a point equally essential to their 
own security and the tranquillity of the British territories ; 


afford them, and to the 'full attainment of the reciprocal 
Ijenehts of the arraugemeut. This privilege therefore, which 
is the more reasonable because the known principles of tbc 
British Government and the experienced regnlarily and dis- 
cipline of its troops must preclude all apprebeusion of injury 
from tbe exercise of it, camnot be relinquisbed. It can be 
resisted indeed only under tbc influence of that jealousy and 
suspicion wbich are incompatible with a cordial union of 
interests, or under the allegation of engagements admitted to 
have been compulsory. 



Policy to bo 
observed 
towards tUo 
Sikli Chiefs 
desirinej the 
protection of 
tlio British 
Goverumeut. 
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tliafc their conduct must therefore he considered as founded on 
principles hostile to the British Government and as such 
must be controuled and may perhaps be resented by the 
British Power. 

8. The only real objection which the Sikli Chiefs on this 
side of the Sutledge can reasonably he supposed to have to the 
introduction of British troops into their territories is that 
■which originates in a sentiment of jealous}-^ which must neces- 
sarily he overruled : such of those Chiefs (and especially the 
Bajah of Putteealah) who have been compelled to acknowledge 
the sovereignty of the llajali of Lahore may he expected, 
under the double influence of that sentiment and of a desire 
ostensibly to maintain the faith of their compulsory obligations, 
to withhold a direct acquiescence in the proposed measure, 
hut without any diminution of their solicitude to secure the 
protection of this Government against future aggressions. 
It is highly improbable, however, that they should attempt 
to oppose any serious obstacle to the advance of the troops, 
or that the llajah of Putteealah should venture to resist or 
should desire to obtain the support of the Bajah of Lahore 
in resisting the establishment of a military post within the 
territory subject to his authority; but, iu whatever degree 
they may appear indisposed to the prosecution of the intended 
system of measures, it will be proper that you should distinctly 
state to them the principles and arguments above described 
and give them to understand that no considerations will 
induce the British Goverumeut to abandon the policy which 
it has now resolved to adopt. 


9. According to the resolution now adopted. His Excel- 
lency the Commauder-iu-Chief will he immediately requested 
to order the advance of the detachment whenever it may 
he prepared to proceed without reference to the declared 
sentiments of the Chiefs through wBose territories it will 
have occasion to pass. At the same time from the tenor of 
this dispatch you will judg-e the intention of Government to 
he that every effort should be employed to reconcile those 
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Chiefs to the measures iu progress and to induce them to 
afford every accommodation and facility to the march of the 
troopsj assuming' in your communications with them, as the 
fundamental principle and object of the arrangement, the 
combination of then' interest with those of the British power 
and the protection of their rights and territories against 
aggression on the part of Bajah Bunject Sing or any other 
power, and you will be enabled to hold out a powerful 
inducement to their voluntary acr[uiesceuce iu the advance 
of the troops by referring to the resolution of Government 
to require the evacuation of the idaces which Bunjeet Sing 
has occupied on this side the Sutlcdge and to restore them to 
their original possessors. 

10. You will be pleased to conduct all your proceedings 
connected with the measures now in agitation in concert 
and communication with His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, to whose suggestions and advice on all points you 
will consider it your duty to attend. A copy of this dispatch 
will be immediately transmitted to His Excelleuc}' for his 
information, and the Governor-General iu Council will at the 
same time cominnnicate to His Excellency the sentiments and 
wishes of Government on the measures to be pursued with 
respect to those places on this side of the Sutledge which have 
been lately seized and are at present occupied by the troops of 
the Bajah of Lahore. 

4- From N. B, Fsmonstoxi:, Fsquire, Secretary to Government, 
to Lieut. -Colonel OenTERLOnr, — dated Fort William, the 
29th of December 180S. 

Agheeably to the intimation contained in my letter of 
the Ifth ultimo ^ to your address, I now proceed, under the 
direction of the Bight HoAble the Governor-General in 
Council, to communicate to 3'ou such instructions as are 
considered to be necessary for the guidance of rmur conduct on 
points connected with the political branch of the duties of 
your present employment. 


Policy to to 
observed 
ton-ards tlie 
Sikh Cliiefa 
desiring tho 
protection of 
the British 
Governmeut. 


Instructiong 
to Tjie'atenaiit- 
Colonel Ooh- 
tcrlony, Com- 
inandiug the 
force advanc- 
ing to the 
Sutlej. 


^ 1 svpra. 
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Instructions 
to Lieutenant- 
Colonel OcL- 
terlony. Com- 
manding’ the 
force advanc- 
ing to the 
Sutlej. 


S. Of tlie state of affairs as coHnected -witli tte pro- 
ceedings of the Rajah of Lahore and of the view.? and 
intentions of Gov'ernment with respect to the Rajah and to 
the other Sikh Chiefs^ you will have obtained the completcst 
information from the documents to which you will have had 
access at Delhi. It is unnecessary therefore to convey to you 
any communications on those points in the present dispatch. 


3. It is obviously impossible to provide specifically for 
the various events which may occur in the quarter in which 
you are now to be employed, and it will therefore at present be 
sufficient to explain the general objects to which your atten- 
tion is to he directed according to the spirit of the views and 
intentions of Government as fully described in my dispatches 
to the Resident at Delhi and to the Envoy to the Court of 
Lahore. 

4. The Governoi’-General in Council being satisfied not 
only that no essential advantage is now to he derived from the 
residence of an Envoy on the part of Government at the 
Couit of the Rajah of Lahore, but that under present circum- 
stances his continuance is calculated to produce inconvenience 
and embarrassment, has resolved to withdraw the iNIission 
when the intended military post near the Sntledgc shall have 
been established by means of the detachment placed under 
your command, and the necessary instructions upon this 
subject will be immediately issued to j\Ir. Metcalfe. When 
Ml. Metcalfe shall have withdrawn, your local situation near 
the frontier of that country will be favourable to the conduct 
of any communications with the Court of Lahore or with auy 
of the Chiefs and subjects of that State which the course of 
events and ti-ansactions may render necessary, and in that 
situation you will probably have the means of watchino- the 
proceedings of the Rajah of Lahore and of acquiring iutelli- 
gence of any transactions and occm-rences in that quarter of 
which the knowledge may be of importance to the British 

eies s. It is proper at the same time to notice that, as the 
c u les now described are considered, from the convenience of 
3 r oc position, as incidental to your present command, so, 
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if events should require an increase of force to such an extent 
as most necessarily place the command of the troops in the 
hands of an officer of a rank superior to yoiirs^ the political 
branch of the duties (just alluded to) will devolve of course, 
as being naturally attached to the command of the troops, on 
that officer. 


Instruotiong 
to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ooli- 
toi-louy. Com. 
manding' the 
force advanc- 
ing to tho 
Sutlej. 


5. The Rajah of Lahore -will he apprized that you are 
instructed to receive any communications he may wish to 
make to this Grovernment when Mr. hletcalfe shall have 
quitted his Court, and to address any reincsentations to him 
which the state of affairs may appear to require. The Gov- 
ernor-General in Council having now no immediate object in 
view at that Court, such communications must be incidental, 
and consequently cannot form a subject of specific instruction 
at the present moment 3 and any propositions which you may 
receive from the Rajah of Lahore must of course be referred 
to the consideration of the Governor-General in Council. 
You will collect from the documents to which you will have 
had access that Government, although at present desirous 
of maintaining the relations of amity with the Rajah of 
Lahore, is anxious to avoid incurring any obligation which 
might embarrass the prosecution of any system of measures 
eventually dictated by the exigenc}’- of the public interests. 
In any commi^nicatlons therefore which you may eventually 
hold with the Court of Lahore you will be careful to with- 
hold any declarations or professions of a nature to impose 
such obligations on the British Government. This precau- 
tion, however, need not exclude the ordinary expressions of an 
amicable disposition towards the State of Lahore. 

6 . Yom* situation will probably enable you to acquire 
information regarding the nature and resources of the country 
of the Punjaub in a military point of view, the temj^er and 
disposition of its Chiefs and inhabitants, and other subjects of 
a military and political nature in that direction ; and you will 
accordingly consider it an object of your attention to obtain 
information on points of this description. 



12 


LTfDEIANA AaSNOY JIEGOBDS, 1808-09. [ Chap. 


InE-tniction3 
to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ocli- 
tciinny, Com- 
manding the 
force advanc- 
ing to the 
Sutlej. 


7. The spirit of disaffection to the person and govern- 
ment of Rajah Ruujeet Sing among Ids subjects and 
dependent Chiefs renders it probable that yon may receive, 
from ]iersons of that description whose possessions are situated 
beyond the Sutledge, propositions of attachment to the British 
Government in a sense adverse to the interests of the Rajah, 
and even of direct revolt. On such occasions, if they should 
arise, it will be advisable to decline any present accpiicscence 
in propositions of that tendency, without c.Kcluding, hoirever, 
the possibility that future events may render them acceptable. 
You will, liowever, at the same time refer any propositions of 
that nature to the consideration of the’ Governor-General in 
Council. 


S. Ion will observe from the tenor of ray dispatch to 
the Resident at Delhi of the 2Gth instant, ^ which Mr. Seton 
will communicate to you, that Government has taken into 
consideration and provided for the effects of the compulsory 
engagement lately exacted hy Rajah Rnnjcet Sing from the 
Rajah of Putteealah and other Sikh Chiefs on this°side of the 
SiRledgc, and that the late transactions will not bo allowed to 
affect tbe operation of the resolution, wliicli, previously to a 
kuow'ledgo of them. Government had adopted of assuming the 
protection of the Chiefs In cpiestion. On the other hand, it 
cannot he supposed that these Chiefs will be unwilling' to 
accept that protection, although, for the reasons stated ic^ my 
dispatch to m. Seton, they m.ay be averse to the advance of 
the British troops into their territory. But the interest 
w iich they naturally have in preferring a dependence upon 
t le 3iitish power to a slate of submission to the sovereignty 
of the Rajah of Lahore precludes all apprehensions "that 
the sentiments of jealousy and suspicion at the introduction 
of our troops into their territory will supersede those of 
attachment to the power which protects them. At the same 
ime it will obviously form an essential part of your duty to 
majn am towards these Chiefs a system of conduct calculated 
onvmce them of the groundless nature of these sentiments, 


’ 3 supra. 
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and to lead tliem to appreciate tlie full benefit of our 
protection ndthont considering- as burtbensome or injurious 
the mode in n"hieli this Government thinks proper to afford it. 

9. The benefit w'hich the British Government is to 
expect from the present system of its declared relation to the 
Chiefs on this side of the Sutlcdge is to secure the advantages^, 
facilities and resources of the couiitiy in the prosecution of 
any military arrangements and operations that events may 
render necessary^ and to substitute a connection 'with a con- 
federacy of Chiefs rendered grateful by benefits and attached 
to us by the ties of mutual interest for the vicinity of 
an independent and ambitious military power. With this 
vieW; an indulgent attention to the interests and concerns of 
these Chiefs, a cautious forbearance from any measures and 
proceedings calculated to excite their apprehensions and alarm 
their suspicions, to invade their rights or to offend their 
prejudices, are important points of policy. 


Instructions 
to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Och- 
terlony, Com- 
manding the 
force advanc. 
iug to the 
Sutlej. 


10. It will be necessary at a futm’e time to determine 
with more precision than is at present practicable the exact 
nature of the relations of protection and dependence which 
shall be permanently established between the British Gov- 
ernment and the Chiefs, and you aro desired to furnish 
Government with all the information that you can collect 
applicable to this question, and to communicate sucb opinions 
upon tbe subject as are suggested to you by local observation. 
In tbe meantime, while you will assure tbem merely of present 
protection against Kajab Runjeet Slug and of tbe resolution 
of Government to divest him of his recent usurpations 
on this side of the Sntledge, it will be proper to intimate 
to tbem, 1st, that their cordial and active co-operation will be 
required for the defence of their country both now and in the 
event of any future invasion of it, against which it may be 
thought proper to employ British troops ; and, 51udly, that no 
subsidy or pecuniary coutriljntion will be demanded for onr 
aid on tbe present occasion. But this last intimation must be 
conveyed in such terms as not to preclude us from requiring 
at any future time, if it shoidd be thought expedient, that 



Instructions 
to Lieutenant- 
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terlon}', Com- 
manding tlio 
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14 LUDHIANA AGENCY BEGOEDS, 1808-09. [ Chap. 

tliey slioiild contribute to tbe expense of any expedition to be 
undertaken by this Government for the defence and protection 
of their country. 

11. In the condition of dependence in vdiicli these 
Chiefs •will no'w be placed tou'ards the British Government 
they may be expected to refer the adjustment of their 
concerns collectively or relatively to one another to the po-wer 
■which protects them. With regard to all questions of this 
nature, or in any manner affecting the interests of these Chiefs, 
or, as connected -with them the interests of the British 
Government, it -will of course be necessary that you should act 
in concert and communication -with the Ecsident at Delhi. 
You ■will be pleased, however, to correspond directly with the 
Political Department of this Government as well as with the 
Eesident at Delhi, transmitting to the latter copies of your 
dispatches to the former, and you will convey to Government 
regular reports of the progress and proceedings of the detach- 
ment under your command as well as of all transactions of a 
political nature. 

12. You will observe from the dispatch to Mr. Seton, 
to which I have referred in the Sth paragraph, that tbe 
detachment will eventually be employed in resuming the 
conquests made by Eajah Eunjeet Sing on this side of the 
Sutledge during his late expedition, and that you will receive 
instructions from His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
regarding the operations of the detachment in the accom- 
plishment of that object. 

13. You will of course convey to the Commander-in- 
Cbief also regular reports of the progress and proceedings of 
the detachment. During Hie Excellency's continuance in a 
position which may enable him to superintend the affairs of 
that quarter, the Eesident at Delhi will bo instructed to 
communicate to His Excellency jmur reports to Government 
on all points of a political natine, and jSm will consider it your 
^t} to attend to any suggestions that j^r may receive from 
Hie Excellency on points of that natime. 
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14. One object o£ your attention should bo to take Instructions 

advantage o£ tbe movement of tbe detachment and of your colonel Oct- 

local situation in the country of the Sikhs to obtain accurate terlony, Com' 

... . . manding the 

information regarding the disposition^ character, condition and force advanc- 
military strength of the several Chiefs and the mode in "which 
their pow’er might be advantageously combined in any system 
of defensive arrangement against an invading enemy, or of 
military operations, if the conduct of the Rajah of Lahore 
should compel us to prosecute hostilities against him. 

1.5. Until h'lr. Metcalfe’s departure from the Court of 
Lahore you rvill maintain a regular correspondence rvitli him, 
and you -«’ill receive from him the communication of any 
occurrences and transactions of which it may be expedient 
that you should be apprized. 

16. You are authorized to entertain such an establish- 
ment of moonshees, writers and servants as may be necessary 
to enable you to conduct the duties of your situation, 
transmitting a statement of it for the confirmation of 
Government. 

5, From N. B. Edmoxstont, Esquire, Secretary to Government, 
to A. SuTON, Esquire, Resident at Eellii, — dated Fort 
William, the 29th of Becember 1808. 

I AM directed to transmit to you the enclosed dispatch to 
the address of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, and to request 
that it may be forwarded to him. A copy of it is also 
enclosed for your information and guidance. 

3. You will observe that Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony 
is referred to you for a communication of the instructions 
issued to you under date the 36th instant, and you will 
accordingly be pleased to allow him access to my dispatch of 
that date or to transmit to him a copy of it, if he should not 
be at Delhi. 

S. That part of the enclosed instructions to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ochterlony which prescribes the nature of the 
intimations to be given to the Chiefs on this side of the 
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Inslrnctions 
to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Och- 
terlony, Com- 
manding tiie 
force advanc- 
ing’ to t-Le 
Sutlej. 


Sutledge is intended to provide for the case of liis being in a 
situation to communicate personally 'witli those Chiefs or with 
the agents whom they may place in attendance on him daring 
his employment with the detachment. In the meantime it 
may he proper that you should make the same communications 
to the Vakeels of the Sikh Chiefs ’svho may reside at Delhi^ or 
du-ectly by letter to the Chiefs themselves^ if you should judge 
it expedient with a view to satisfy them regarding the views 
and intentions of the British Government. 


4. Although the destination of the detachment proceed- 
ing towards the Sutledge necessaidly recpiired that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony should be authorised to communicate with 
the Sikh Chiefs, you will observe that he is directed to 
conduct any intercourse he may have with them in concert and 
communication with you, and you will accordingly he pleased 
to maintain a regular correspondence with that otRcor and 
afford him the benefit of yonr judgment and opinions on all 
points in any manner affecting the interests of those Chiefs, 
or, as connected with them, the interests of the British 
Government. 


5. You will further observe that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony is directed to transmit to you copies of all his 
dispatches to this Government. Agreeably to the intimation 
contained in the 13th paragrajdi of the enclosed document, yon 
will he pleased to communicate copies of those dispatches to 
His Excellency the Commander-iu-Chief. 


6. You will further observe that Government has 
deferred to a future time the determination of the precise 
nature of the relations which shall be permanently established 
between the British Government and the Chiefs on this side of 
the Sutledge, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony has been 
instructed to furnish Government with all the information he 
can collect applicable to this question, and to state his opinion 
upon t e subject, derived from local observation. The 
overnor-General m Connell is desirous of receiving from you 
. .inn ai report, and you will accordingly be ideascd to convey 
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to Government the result of your dclibevation on this impor- 
tant cpiestiou, accompanied v'ith such detailed information as 
you may possess or may be able to acquire on points connected 
vritb it as may serve to aid the judgmejit of the Governor- 
General ill Council on the subject. 

7. I am directed to take this opportunity of transmit- 
ting- to you the enclosed eop}^ of my dispatch to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ocbterlony of the IStb ultimo, ^ from udiicb you will 
observe that the Governor-General in Council has been pleased 
to grant to that officer an allowance of 500 rupees per 
mensem payable from the Treasury at Delhi, which sum 
you will accordingly be pleased to jiay to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ocbterlony monthly from the period of his assuming the 
command of the detachment and include the charge in your 
Durbar accounts. 


6 . From A, Seto^", Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to N. B. 
Ei> 2 iONSTONr, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Political Department, Fort TTilliam, — dated Dehli, the 
lltli of January 1809. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatch of the SGth ultimo, ^ with its enclosures, signifying 
the sentiments of Government regarding the march about to 
proceed towards the Sutledge and the expediency of speedily 
resuming the late usurpations of Runjeet Sing on the left 
bank of that river. 

S. The dispatch in cpiestion reached me yesterday, and, 
in conformity to the orders which it contained, I immediately 
forwarded to Lahore the letter of instructions addressed to hlr. 
Metcalfe. I also transmitted a copy of those instructions to 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, accompanied by a 
letter from myself to his address, a copy of which I have the 
honor to enclose. 
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3. In explanation of such part of that letter as relates 
to mj sense of the expediency of authorising the advance of 
the detachment as soon as it is in a state of complete prepara- 
tion, it may he necessaiy to observe that, in taking the liberty 
most respectfully to offer that opinion for the consideration of 
His Excellency, I was no less guided by wbat appeared to me 
to be the iutcntioiis of Government than by an attentive 
observation of the present state of affairs at Lahore, and by 
the general expectation entertained by nati\'es of all clesciip- 
tions in this cpiarter. The communications and requisitions 
made to Rnujeet Sing are well known to them, and I am 
persuaded that long hesitation on our part, notwithstanding 
non-compliance on his, w'ould make an unfavorable impression. 
Lnuieet Sing himself, who evidently seeks procrastination, 
might he encouraged, by long delay, to deviate from that 
unconditional compliance which he has promised, and even to 
determine upon actual resistance. This in my humble opinion 
would be unfavorable, as, after having had recourse to actual 
hostilities, a cordial recouciliaiion on his part miglit bo 
rendered more diflicult than ever It is tliereforo not uuth the 
view of preventinff that crisis, but of preventing it in a 
manner which shall evince the decided superiority of the power 
of the British Government that I have hazarded the opinion, 
the giouuds of which it is the object of the present remarks 
most respectfully to explain. It may further ho observed that, 
iu the event of Ruujeet Sing’s having it really in contempla- 
tiou to resist, longer delay would give him the means of 
making with his suhordinatc Surdars those arrangements 
which could alone enable him to undertake with effect a 
mischievous and predatory warfare ; while from the British 
Government being now at peace with all the Native powers, 
and from the most perfect tranquillity prevailing in every part 
of its dominions, no moment could he more favorable than the 
present for cuahliiig it to direct its whole and undiGded force 
against Riinjeet Sing, and thereby to evince to him, at once, 
the folly of seeking to resist the fair and reasonable expostula- 
tions of that Government on the subject of his unwarrantahle 
conduct and his oppressive usurpations at tlie expense of 
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tliose wliom it considers itself bound to protect. It appears 
■n-ortby of remark^ and may perhaps be regarded as an index 
of Rnnjeefc Singes real intentions^ that, notwithstanding his 
late milder language to Mr. Metcalfe, it does not appear that 
he has yet taken a single step either for the discontinuance 
of his military preparations or for the evacuation and resti- 
tution of the places seized b}'" him on the left bank of the Sut- 
ledge during his late expedition. Under these circumstances, 
he cannot be surprised at the advance of a British detachment 
towards his frontier for the mere purpose of eventually acting’ 
in a country to which he has no rightful claim, but without 
any hostile intention against Jiis dominions properly so 
called. 

4. As I considered it desirable that intelligent Vackeels 
on the part of the petty Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge 
should accompany the detachment for the purpose of main- 
taining a friendly intercoiu’se between the Commanding 
OfBcer and their masters, and as most of the Chiefs in 
question had Uoo Vackeels at Dehli, I deemed it expedient to 
dii’cct the most intelligent of them to proceed to Kurnaul and 
to accompany Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony on his advancing 
from thence, which they accordingly did. I think it likely 
that on the detachment moving into the Sikh country the 
presence of these persons will be found useful. 

5. The latest intelligence from Mr. Metcalfe is that of 
the 30tli ultimo, the nature of which is already known to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. I shall make it an 
invariable rule to communicate to His Excellency without 
delay such information as may reach me respecting the state 
of matters at Lahore, 

6. It were almost superfluous to add an assurance that 
the most prompt and implicit attention shall he paid by me to 
such instructions and suggestions as I may receive from His 
Excellency, and that upon this important occasion it shall be 
my unceasing endeavour to give in every respect the fullest 
and most efficient effect to the plans and orders of Govern- 
ment, 
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7 . From the Assistant Adjutant-General to Lieut. -Colonel 
OcuTEiiLorsr, Commanding a Detachment,— dated Head 
Quarters, Gamp Doiuhttpicr, Zillali Seharunpoor, the I2th 
January 1809. 

The CommanJer-iu-Chie£ deeming' it advisable from 
the tenor of tbe communication received by you from j\Ir- 
Mctcalfcj Euvo}^ at Lahore, under date the 5th instant, that a 
detachment under jmur coininaud should be ordered to advance, 
I am directed by His Excellency to forward the following 
instructions for your o-uidance : — ■ 

1. Having crossed the Jumna in obedience to Colonel 
hlarslialhs orders, with the Jth Regiment of Cavalry and the 
2nd Infantry Brigade, consisting of tbe 2nd Battalion 10th, 
1st Battalion 2Srd, and 1st Battalion 27th, and detail of 
Pioneers under Lieutenant Hay, you will proceed with all 
convenient expedition, with the detachment under your 
command, to the vicinity of Putteealah by such route as you 
may judge best. 

2. On receipt of this letter you •n-ill be pleased to take 
measures for obtaining correct information respecting the 
force belonging to Rajah Runject Sing of Lahore, which has 
been for some time past at Umballa. 

3. In the event of those troops being still at Umballa, 
His Excellency desires you will rocjuire the person in 
command of them to return across the river Sutledge, and in 
the event of his non-compliance with your reeprisition, the 
Commander-in-Chief desires that you will use yom- best 
endeavours for expelling them from the country between the 
Jumna and Sutledge rivers, provided you shall be satisfied 
from the information you may obtain that the force placed 
under your command is fully adequate to this service. But in 
the event of your being of a different opinion. His Excellency 
cesiies you vill halt in a convenient situation and make 
app ication to Colonel hlarshall. Commanding at Chilkanah, 

0 ac vauce v ith the force under his command for the purpose 
of accomplishing the objects of these instructions. 
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4'. In tlie event of yortr receiving- information that the 
troops of Eajah Rnnjeet Sing- have retired from Umballa for 
the purpose of repassiug- the Sutledg'e, you -will he pleased to 
send a sufficient patrol for the purpose of satisfying yourself 
as to the correctness of such information. 
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5. His Excellency desires you ryill coiTespond daily 
■n'ith Mr, HMetcalfCj vith Head Quarters, and Tvith Colonel 
Marshall, and that j’ou will not advance beyond the vicinity 
of Putteealah unless particularly urged to do so by Mr. 
IMetcalfe, with whose requisitions in such cases His Excel- 
lency desires you will compljq but on no account .to pass 
the Sutledge without further orders from Head Quarters. 

6. His Excellency desires you will laj’" a dawk, with 
hurJcaras at each stage, upon the route of your march, in 
communication with the daivk at Chilkanah. 

7. You arc to proceed with supplies smfficient for the 
consumption of your detachment for a week, and always to 
keep up that quantity as far as may be practicable by 
2 :>ni'chase. 

8. "Whenever sup^dies in sufficient quantities can be 
procured from other sources by the aid of such bazars as 
may be in readiness to accompany the detachment, the store 
above mentioned is not to be resorted to. In failure of other 
sujq^lies, the requisite quantity is to l)e issued to the regi- 
mental or battalion bazars, to be retailed to the troojis at the 
current x^rice of the country, unless that price should be at any 
time less than 20 seers of atta for the inij^ee, when it is to 
be suxq^lied at that rate, 20 seers j^er ru 2 )ee, to the troops. 

9. His Excellency desires you will cause the detachment 
to move as lightly equipped as ma}" be practicable consistently 
with the comfort of officers and troops, and that you will take 
with you such a small sujqdy only of public money as maj^ be 
necessary for any probable expenditure on the public account. 

10. The Commander-in-Chief desires yon will ascertain, 
previous to your march, that the requisite 2 )i’ovision of every 
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kind lias been properly made in tbe department of tlie Grain 
Agent, and those of the Agent and contractors for public 
cattle, and for victualling the European troops. 

11. His Excellency relies on yonr preserving the most 
perfect discipline and good order in the detachment under 
your command, and desires you -will exert your odni utmost 
endeavours to conciliate the Chiefs and inhabitants of tbe 
country in wbicli you may be employed, and require officers 
and men under your command to aid and assist you in those 
endeavours. 

13. The Commander-in-Chief recpiosts you vill forward 
to Head Quarters a jiresent state return of your detachment as 
soon as practicable after passing the Jumna. 

13. The Commander-in-Chief requests you will address 
friendly letters to the several Sikh Chieftains possessing the 
countries through which you may pass or adjacent to your 
route, informing them of tbe march of your detachment and 
requesting their assistance in furnishing all requisite supplies. 

11. His Excellency directs me to refer you to the 
instructions already forwarded to your address under date the 
35th ultimo, and to desire that you will consider them still in 
force and act accordingly in every case not otherwise provided 
for in the subsequent instructions or orders. 


8 . From A. SrroK.% Fsquire, Resident at Dehli, to Licntcnant- 
Colonel D. OcUTERlONr, Commanding a Dcfnc.ltmenf on the 
North-West Frontier,— dated Dehli, the 12th Januaru 
1809. 

By last night’s dawk I had the honor to forward to you 
a political dispatch of the 3Gth ultimo from jMr. Secretary 
Edmonstone to your address. 

3. In conformity to the orders of Government, I now 
have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a dispatch of the 
same date ^ from Mr. Secretary Edmonstone to my address, on 

* 3 wpva. 
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tlie subject o£ our political relations 'witli tlie Sikli Chiefs 
betn'cen the Jumna and the Siitledge, and the line of conduct 
which it is the intention of the British Government to observe 
towards them. 

3. With reference to such part of the instructions 
contained in the 11th paragraph of Mr. Edmonstone^s letter to 
your address as relates to myself, I beg leave to assure you 
that I shall consider it as a most pleasing and important part 
of my duty to communicate with you in the most unreserved 
manner on the subject of your political negotiation, and to 
furnish you as speedily as possible with copies of any of the 
records of the Residency which you may be pleased to apply 
for * 01 ’ which from my knowledge of their tenor may appear to 
me to contain information which may be eventually useful to 
you. 

4'. Being of opinion that your being attended by such 
Yackeels on the part of those Chiefs as, from their general 
intelligence as well as from their knowledge of our character 
and our manner of conducting business, may eventually be of 
service in enabling you to keep up a friendly intercourse with 
their masters, I thought it expedient, some time ago, to direct 
the Yackeels of the Chiefs in question to proceed to Kurnaul 
to join you there, and accompany you when you should 
advance towards Putteealah, which they accordingly did. I 
at the same time communicated information of the measure 
to the Chiefs and explained the object and motives thereof. 
I understand the Yackeels have now joined you in camp. A 
list of their names is transmitted herewith. As they have 
long resided at Dehli, I am pensuaded that their zeal and 
exertions will acquire additional animation from their personal 
knowledge of you, and from those feelings of respect and 
attachment which that knowledge is calculated to inspire. 

5. Having been instructed by Government to furnish 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief with an accurate list 
of the places seized by Runjeet Sing between the Jumna 
and the Sutledge during his late expedition, I transmitted to 
Head Quarters the most accurate account which I could 
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obtain. A copy of it accompanies this letter. Being- cli/Fi- 
dent, lioivever, as to its complete accaracy, I have rerjnested 
i\rr. Metcalfe to transmit to His Excellency as perfect a 
list as may be procurable. 


9 . From A. Setok, Esquire, Resident at Dclili, to N. E. Ee.vox- 
STONE, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the Political 
Department, Fort William, — dated the loth of January 
1S09. 

I HAVE tbis day been informed on tbe part of His 
Excellency tbe Commauder-in-Cbief that be bad authorized 
tbe immediate advance of tbe detacbment under tbe command 
of Lieutenant- Colonel Ocbterlony. His Excellency at tbe 
same time acquainted me that tbe advance bad been 
authorized at tbe recommendation of bir. bletcalfe, and that 
gentleman had informed bim that Runjeet Sing bad actually 
dispatched orders to withdraw tbe detacbment of bis troops 
from Umballa, — a circumstance which leads mo to conclude 
that tbe intelligence stated in tbe Putteealab newspaper of tbe 
i)tb instant, to which I adverted in my letter of yesterday to 
tbe Military Secretary to tbe Commander-in-Cbief (a copy of 
w'bicb accompanied my letter of tbe same date to your 
address), was well founded. 

3. I tbis day received a. letter from Eajab Bhang 
Sing communicating bis arrival at Kurnaul and asking me 
whether I would' advise bim to proceed to Debli according to 
bis original plan, or to repair to Colonel Ocbterlon}’. As it 
forcibly struck me that, under existing circumstances, the 
presence of tbe Rajah would be much more useful rvitli tbe 
detachment under Colonel Ocbterlony than at Debli, I 
recommended to bim to join that officer witbout delay. A 
copy and translation of my letter to bim upon tbis occasion 
are transmitted enclosed. 

3. I also have tbe bonor to enclose a copy and translation 
o a letter which, with reference to tbe present state of affairs, 
nve this day addressed to Rajah Sabeb Sing of Putteealab. 
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Enclosure (1) to 9. 

Translation of a letter fro)ii the Kesiclcnt at Tcldi to Rajah 
JjUjug Sixg, written the 15th January 1809. 

I'niNE just received your friendly letter aeq^uainting me 
tliat 3^ou had proceeded to Kurnaul in the hope o£ meeting 
Colonel Oehterlony, hut that^ on j’-oiir arrival there, you found 
he had left that place and repaired to Chilkanah, and you 
conclude hy asldng whether it would he advisable that you 
should proceed to Chilkanah to meet Colonel Ochterlony, or 
that you should come to Dehli. 

After 3mur late long journeys, it gives me sincere pleasure 
to find that you are in good health and have reached Kiunaul 
in safety. I know your merits, and am a sincere well-wisher 
to you and yours. 

You ask me whether I would advise you to proceed to 
Colonel Ochterlony or to repair to me at Dehli. hly friend, 
you must he sensible that nothing could give mo greater 
pleasure than to see 3^11 ; hut, as a desire to gratif3^ one^s self 
must ever give way to public business and to a sense of 
propriety, and as upon the present occasion 3^111’ being’ with 
Colonel Ocliterlon}’', who, as well as myself, is an old friend of 
3murs, appears to me to be desirable, I think it best to den}" 
myself the pleasure of seeing }"ou at Delili and to recommend 
to }"ou to join Colonel Ochterlony. YAu must have a perfect 
recollection of the riBpresentations which you repcatedl}" made 
to me in March last when at Dehli, and must be convinced 
that the first and immediate object of the measures now 
adopting by the British Government is the security and 
preservation of jmurself, Rajah Saheb Sing, Bhye Laul Sing 
and the other Sikh Surdars on this side of the Sutledge, who 
have deserved well of that Government. It i.s, therefore, 
highl}" proper that you should accompany Colonel Ochterlony 
when he proceeds towards the Sutledge with the detachment 
which is now about to march for your benefit. I recommend 
to you, therefore, to proceed to him as sqicedily as possible. 
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Should you have anything- to communicate to me, I 
i-cqucst that you will state it in a letter and deliver to Colonel 
hlcGrath, Ity whom it will he forwarded to me. AYhatever it 
be, you will of course malm it known to Colonel Ochtcilony 
Avhen you reach his camp. dVitli him you should have no 
reserve. I enclose a letter, which I request you will present 
to him on your arrival. 

I .sincerely wish you a safe journey and a speedy and 
happy meeting with Colonel Ochterlonjn 

p. y _y\i]ieii jmu .see or write to your eon Koor Pcrtauli 
Sing, I request to ho remembered to him in the kindest 
manner. I hope he has not forgotten me. I recollect with 
great pleasure our late meeting at Dehli. 

Ekclosuhe (2) to 0. 

Translation of a letter written on the loth Jannarij 1S09 Inj the 

Resident at Dehli, to Rajah Sjiild S/VC of Rntteealah. 

(After the usual complimentary exordium.) 

On the 1-lth of this mouth I acknowledged a letter 
from you which reached me on the preceding clay. You will 
no doubt have received it. Your proved attachment to the 
British Government is well known to its rulers, and is a 
source of great gratification to them. They will over take 
the most lively interest in your saEety and welfare. It is 
known to all that, in conformity to this sentiment, the 
principal object of the measme now carrying into effect by 
that Government is the maintenance of the security and 
prosperity of yourself. Rajah Bhaug Sing, Bhjm Laid Sing 
and other Sikh Chiefs ou this side of the Sutledge, who have 
claims on its protection. This being the case, there cannot he 
a doubt that when Colonel Ochterlony jiroceecls towards the 
Sutledge with a detachment assembled for your preservation 
you will evince the most unecpiivocal marks of zealous and 
unalterable attachment of the British Government. 

Continue to consider me as your friend, and to rejoice me 
with good accounts of yourself. 
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10. From Lieutenanf-Goloncl D. OcuTrEiOKr, Gommanding a 
DeiacJivient on the North-West Frontier, to N. D, Fb.v on- 
stone, Fsquirc, Secretary to Government in the Folitical 
Department, Fort William, — No. 1, dated Gamp Dadoo- 
pore, I miles north of Dooreah, west hank of the Jumna, 
the 16th of January 1809. 

I HAVE tlie lionor to acquaint for the information of 
the Right Hon'’bIe the Governor-General in Council^ that in 
consequence of order.s from His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief I marched this morning with the force under my 
command from Chilkanah and crossed the Jumna at a very 
tine ford about five miles above Booreah and am now encamped 
on the western hank of the J umna. 

2. I have just received a visit from the Dewan of 
Bugwan Sing of Booreah, accompanied by the nephew of tlie 
latter, a boy of about ten years of age, who delivered me a 
letter from his uncle expressive of his high satisfaction that 
the British Government has assumed the protection of the 
country, and assuring me that he should soon seek a personal 
interview, though recent circumstances had compelled him 
to submit to a temporising policy, and he now was with 
hlolikum Sing on the west bank of the Sutledge at Philour 
or Ludeeana Ghaut. Goordut Sing writes me from his place, 
Ladooah, where he arrived two days since, in terms of friend- 
ship, but seems to entertain expectations and refers me for 
information to a Vakeel who will hei'eafter attend. 

3. Rajah Bliaug Sing is on his way to join me from 
Kurnaul. 

d. Bhunga Sing, and Cheyn Sing, the Dewan of Sahib 
Sing, are reported to have left Putteealah, and I think it 
improbable that any Chief on this side of the Sutledge can be 
so blind to his own interest as to embrace the cause of 
Runjeet in any determination he may have formed to resist 
the British power ; nor wordd it q)erhaps be cither politic or 
just in this early stage to consider men as his adherents who 
are merely associated from necessity, 

5. Time and information will disclose those who are 
cordially attached, if any are so, and till then I shall consider 
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all as fiiendsj observing in a military point of view every 
precaution. 

6. I liave issued the most positive orders against 
pluuderingj and shall take tlie utmost care that their 
prejudices are not offended. 

7. With many I am personally acquainted, and I am 
persuaded they arc generally so -well informed of my 
disposition and character as to know that I will not encourage 
false hopes or groundless pretensions, nor attempt to allure 
hy false promises, 

8. It appears to me, however, as a very probable event 
that the Rajah of Lahore may descend from the high tone he 
originally assumed, and so far perceive Ids true interest as to 
make a voluntary offer of the principal and original objects 
of Mr. i\Ietcalfo^s mission nncloggcd and unemhan-assed hy 
any stipulations. Should his jealousy, yielding to apprehension 
or converted into confidence in the known good faith of the 
British Government, induce him to solicit those points whicli 
he would not at first concede, I heg to be informed if such 
proposals are also to be referred for the decision of tlie Right 
Hoidblc the Governor-General, or whether I am authorized 
to form any treaty, and on what basis. 

9. I have just received the directions of Colonel IMar- 
Bhall, under the orders of His Excellency the Commandcr-in- 
Chlef, to halt on the ground till further orders. 

11 . From Lieutenant- Ooloncl D. OciirnnLOxr, Commanding 
a Letaclimcnt on the ^^orth-^Ycst Frontier, to F. L. Ei>- 
MONSTO^'E, Fsquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Dcgyartmcnt, Fort Wil- 
liam , — JS'o. 2, dated Gamp Ladoogmre, ivest Icnih of the 
Jumna, the ISth of January 1S09. 

In continuation of my letter under date tke IGth instant, ! 

I have now the honor to inform jmu that the Yakcel of 
Goorclut Sing, Ladooah, arrived yesterday in my camp, hut 

has not yet entered into any explanation of his master’s 
views or intentions, 

* to sujira. 
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2. It cannot lave escaped tlie recollection of the Eig’lit 
Hon^ble the Governor-General that the hostile conduct of 
this Chief and his avon'ed enmity to the British name 
and Government occasioned his expulsion from Kiirnaul and 
the small distract of Junjana in the Dooah, and that in a 
conference with j\Ir. Jiletcalfe he is declared the Bajah 
of Lahore to be “regarded as a Father/-’ Under these 

O 

circumstances it in unlikely that Goordiit Sing should be 
influenced by any motive but self-interest to co-operate with 
a British forcCj and in as far as his possessions are on 
this side of the Sutledgn that self-interest is evidently in 
our favor. 

S. This Chiefj however, in common -with many others 
who have been considered friends, and some who have received 
large grants from the British Government (Bhye Ball Sing’ 
and Eajab Bhang Sing), has benefited very considerably by 
the encroachments of Bunjeet Sing, and, though his Yaheel 
has not yet entered on the real objects of bis mission, I am 
fully convinced that he will solicit a confirmation of the 
gnants which have been made to him by that Chief, either 
as a gratuitous reward, a retaining fe^, or under certain 
stipulations of service. 

4'. From the instructions with which I have been Restoration of 
honored it appears to be the immediate intention of Govern- 
ment to assume and restore all the conquests of Bunjeet >Sing Suigli. 
during his late expedition in September to the original posses- 
sors, and I have received in consequence a list or statement 
of these recent acquisitions from the Itesidcnt at Delhi ; but, 
as the Bajah of Lahore has been long encroaching on the 
territory on this side of the Sntledge, and oc*casionally making 
grants of such acquisitions to his adherents, as in the case 
of Goordut Sing, some of the Chiefs have conseqirently been 
enriched at the expense of others ; and those rvho have 
benefited by his assumptions will, of course, be adr'Crse to 
any interference which will deprive them of the advantages 
they have gained, whilst those rvlio have suffered from his 
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usurpations u’ill be naturally desirous to re-acquire tbeir 
rig’bt. 

5. As I am dubious wbetber it is the intention o£ 
Government to talre any retrospective view of tbe encroach- 
ments of Runje^t Sing and his bountiful distribution of 
the property of others, I feel at a loss u'hat reply I shall 
make either to those Chiefs who are now in possession by 
his grants or to those who may claim the restitution of 
their lands on the ground of long established right. For 
instance, the territory of Roy Illias of Kote Jugraowa and 
Ludeeana, has been divided amongst Rajah Bhaug Sing, 
Goordut Sing, Jisswunt Sing and Futteh Sing, Ullooah, 
in different proportions, Avliilst a very small portion is left 
to the Ranee for her personal expenses. 

0. As all these usurpations have taken place and the 
grants bestowed since the Treaty of Peace with Maha Raja 
Doulut Rao Sciiidia, it would seem advisable, on the same 
principle of justice which demands the restoration of all 
the districts acquired in his late expedition, that the territory 
of Kote Jugraowa should be restored to the Ranee, — an 
act of justice which woxxld afford xxs all the interest and 
inflxxence which gratitude coxxld give on the spot which is 
noxv deemed the most eligible as a military position, and 
the command of a fort (Lodeoana) which may prove of 
the greatest couseqxxeuce in oxir future operations. 

7. Bhye Ball Sing is now with Runjeet endeavoxxriug 
to obtain similar favors from the man against whom he 
xvas amongst the most solicltoxxs to obtain our protection. 

8. I shall submit xny doxxbts on this sxxbject to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and iMr. Seton requesting 
their instructions and sentiments ; but, as it is possible the 
same doxxbts may have arisen in their minds, and as it 
Hiakes rue to he of partieulav importance to obtain carlj^ 
in oimation of the precise intentions and wishes of Govern- 
ment respecting the extent of the retrospect, I have xu'cferred 
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soliciting an explanation direct tlirougli yon than risking’ 
the least unnecessary delay. 


12. From A. Si^TOor, Esquire, Resident at DeliU, to N. B. 

Edmojostone, Esqnire, Secretary to the Government in the 
Political Department, Fort William, — dated the I8th 
January 1809. 

I YESTERDA.Y had the honor to communicate to yoig for 
the information of the Rig’ht Hon’ble the Governor-General 
in Council^ the latest political intelligence which I had received 
from the Punjauh. 

3. In the newspapers which have arrived in the course of 
this day it is stated that on the 10th instant Bajah Bunjeet 
Sing arrived at Umritser from LahorCj and that j\Ir. IMetcalfe 
■\ras expected there on the following day. Of the arrival of 
Bunjeet Sing at Umritser, there cannot be a doubt, since the 
circumstance is mentioned by Jugun Lard, our news-writer at 
that place. He also states that jMohkum Sing, Dewan, one of 
the confidential servants of Bunjeet Sing, with Jodh Sing of 
Bamgur and other Surdars and troops, had proceeded to the 
Sutledge and reached the neighbourhood of Philour on that 
river, adding that he intended to cross it without delay and 
join Gaindeh Sing, who commanded at Umballa. It is not 
easy to reconcile this with the accounts stated in the last 
newspaper from Putteealah relative to the evacuation of 
Umballa, which by no means indicates in Bunjeet Sing that 
spirit of hostility which might be inferred from the conduct of 
his Dewan. 

S. Kheyalee Bam, our news-writer at Putteealah, states 
in his intelligence of the llth instant that a person by 
name Bhye Goor Buksh had arrived there on the part of 
Bunjeet Sing for the purpose of desiring Bajah Bhaug Sing, 
Jeswant Sing and Cheyn Sing (the confidential servant of 
Bajah Saheb Sing) to attend his master at Umritser. I 
think it, how’ever, very unlikely (more especially under the 


Iutolli5'(^nc& 
from the 
Punjal). 
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circumstance o£ tlie advance o£ Lieutenant- Colonel Ocliter- 
lony^’s dctacliment) tliat any part of tlie requisition rvill 
Lc complied u'itli. 


13 ' From A. SETOh^, Esquire, Resident at Eclili, to N. E. 
Evmo:estone, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Foliiical Ecpurlmcnt, Fort William, — eluted tlic\19tli of 
January 1809. 


P.cfn?al of 
the Raj'i of 
Patiala to 
avail on Ran jit 
Sini:h. 


Ix my dispatch of yesterday to your address I had the 
honor to observe that a person called Bhye Goor Buksh had 
arrived at Putteealah on the part of Bajah Bunjeet Sing- for 
the purpose of requiring- the attendance of Bajah Bhang 
Sing', Jeswant Sing and Cheyn Sing- (the principal and most 
confidential oflicor of Bajah Saheh Sing). From intelligence 
of a subsequent date it appears that, when the object of 
Bhye Goor Bukslr’s visit was e.vplaincd to BajalfSahcb Sing 
by Clieyn Sing; the latter observed that Jeswant Sing might 
go if he chose, but that none of his (Saheb Sing’s) people 
must accompany him, adding ; “ Bajah Bhang Sing’s having 
g’one to Kurnaul is a most fortunate circumstancOj^ as it 
fuinishcs me with an excellent pretext for not sending Cheyn 
Sing. It is only with the British Government that I have 
any concern or connection.” When Bhye Goor Buksh 
was intioduced to Baj.ah Saheb Sing, he expressed his 
astonishment at Bajah Bhang Sing’s having proceeded in such 
haste to attend the Eug-Hsli gentlemen, although he must 
have heard of his (Bhye Goor Bukslds) deputation. Bajah 
Saheb Sing replied that Rajah Bhang Sing could not well 
avoid going, as he had been repeatedly solicited. 


2- I mention these circumstances bcc.ause in my 
hunihle opinion their very minuteness seems to me to evince 
the partiality of Saheb Sing to the British Government, and 
p ami} to shew the line of conduct which he will adopt in 
' ent of ciicumstances refidering it necessary for him to 
. avt a locided p.art in the pre-sent diiference between that 
Government and Rajah Rm.jcet Sing. 
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14 . From Lieutenant- Colonel E. OciiTEiiLOjvr, CommancUnrf 
a FetacJiment on the North-West Eronticr, to N. F. 
EdmonsiOne, Esquire, Seo-cfary to Government in the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Fepartment, Fort 
William, — No. 3, dated Gamp Fadoopore, west hanh of 
the Jumna, the 20th of Jamiary 1809. 

In my letter of the 17th instant I had the honor to 
inform you that Bajah Bhang- Sing was on the way to 
join my camp^ and I have now the pleasure to acquaint 
you that he arrived on the afternoon of the IStlq having 
been met at a short distance from camp by my Major of 
Brigade. 

2. He yesterday paid me his first visit, when, as usual 
on these occasions, the conversation turned on general subjects 
with very little allusion to any matter of sufficient importance 
to claim a recital. The only thing worthy of notice was a 
question whether I corresponded with hir. hletcalfe, and 
when answered in the affirmative, ho requested to know the 
latest news. I replied that the Rajah promised much, but 
performed nothing, on which he observed that the Rajah-’s 
counsellors disagreed amongst themselves and kept him in 
a fluctuating state. 

3. This day he again sent me word that he intended to 
call, and, soon after receiving my reply that I should be 
happy to see him, he waited upon me unattended by any 
one but a confidential Moonshy and a Vakeel . 

4. After the usual complimentary enquiries, he informed 
me that a person from Sirdar Jodh Sing solicited through 
him an introduction to me in order to ascertain my orders 
and to explain his master’s situation. He went on to state 
that Jodh Sing, having been long in the service of Runjeet 
Sing, had received from him many years since a grant of 
certain land west of the Sutledge, and very recently some 
other grants on this side the same river ; that in consequence 
of the favors he had received he w^as unwilling to shew 
himself the first to desert that Chief, and on that account 
he wished to be excused paying me a visit at the present 
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moment notwitlistnuding the camp was eo near hie residence. 
He farther assured me that it was Jodh Sing’s determination, 
in the event of hostilities, to join the British Army, and 
that all ho wished Avas to delay onr meeting till my arrival 
at Pattccalah, when his conduct would he countenanced and 
supported hy the Sru'dars in general. 

5. I replied to the Eajah that at this moment we 
were in a state of amity with the Eajah of Lahore, which I 
hoped woirld continue, and that so far as related to Jodh 
Sing I did not wish him unnecessarily to injure himself 
with Eajah Eunjeet Sing; that I respected his character 
for bravery and general candor, and would readily dispense 
with his visit at this moment; hut, as a proof of his future 
intentions, I requested a written assurance to that effect and 
his word as a soldier that, in the event of supplies being 
sent through his possessions for my camp, he would afford 
every assistance in his power in forwarding and protecting 
them if requisite. 

6. I observed in continuation that this was a proper 
time to inform him what I wished to be generally known, 
that I had received orders to resume and restore all conquests 
made liy Eajah Eunjeet Sing in his late expedition; that 
of course not only the lands on this side the Sutledge lately 
granted to Jodh Sing rvould be restored to the original 
possessors, but those which he liiinself and onr other friends 
had obtained at or since that period would share the same 
fate, for it was to prermut injustice and oppression that we 
had been invited to interfere, and the security they would 
obtain in their own ancient possessions would indemnify them 
for the loss of places which they held at the wile of a man 
whom they had experienced was actuated only hy interest 
and would not scruple to resume ivhat he had so given or 
GVGii tlic d.istvicts tliGy liad long* liold.. 

7. The Eajah did not hesitate to declare himself pleased 
a my explicit declaration, and congratulated himself that 

0 s ould lose only four thousand rupees by its being carried 
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into effect. He then requested to know what was to he done Conversation 

with the earlier conquests o£ Ruujeet Sing, and I frankly 

told him I had not received orders on that subject, but had 

applied for them, and till then I did not uish to give any 

answer for fear of deceiving one party or encouraging 

another. 

8. I requested Rajah Bhaug Sing to explain all that 
I had said fully in their own dialect to the Yaked of Jodh 
Sing, both as to what related to him and of the resolution 
to restore all places seized since September, and they left 
me with the strongest assurances of that Chiek’s good-will 
and of his joining me at Putteealah. 

9. Prom the whole of the conversation, which lasted 
a considerable time, I thought it was evident that the Rajah 
considered that every Chief on this side the Sutledgc would 
co-operate with us cordially notwithstanding some might 
sustain loss by the resolution to restore the recent conquests, 
and it was no less apparent that he thinks Runjeet Sing 
very desirous to avoid wax*, though his own never-ceasing 
jealousy and the counsels of others are not xxnlikely to involve 
him in one. It was evident from the whole tenor of the 
conversation that Rajah Bhaug Singh was anxious for the 
advance of the detachment and that he thought the Chiefs 
on this side would not be led to declare themselves till its 
arrival at Putteealah. 

15 . From A. SEToy, Esqiiii-e, ^Resident at Deldi, io Licnfenand- 
CoJonel David Ocuterlonv, Commanding a Detachment 
on fJi-e North-West Frontier, — dated the 23rd of Januanj 
1809. 

I HAVE been honored by the receipt of your letter of the Intei-pivtatiou 
IGth instant to my address, accompanied by copies of your °e<^anVm^t'Le 
dispatches of the same date to Mr. Secretarv Edmonstone, ayn-pations 

. . ' . ot KnujiL 

and of the 19th to the Military Secretary to His Excellency Singh, 
the Commauder-in-Chief, on the subject of the expediency of 
extending- the requisition to Runjeet Sing for the surrender of 
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Interpretation his late usurpations on tliis side of the Sutledg-e to sucli dis- 

ren-ardhi^^tL as Tpere conquered by him in that quarter jirior to 

usurpations ]jig late expedition in the latter end of the year 1808. 
of lianjit 

3. As this apjiears to me to he a question itpon TThicli 
Government has^ in a manner, decided by declaring that the 
recpiisition shall, “ for the present, ’’ be limited to the lafe 
conquests of Runieet Sing, by informing hlr. Metcalfe that 
every question of retrospective restitution is to be “ considered 
as a subject of reference,'’"’ and Iry observing in its letter of 
political instructions to you, under date the 29th December,^ 
that the detachment vas to be eventually employed in 
resuming the conquests made by Bunjeet Sing on this side of 
the Sutledge during his late expedition, ” it strikes me to be 
the intention of Goverament that nothing should, ‘Mor the 
present, be done rrith respect to those acquisitions, which 
might have a tendency cither to alarm Runjeet Sing, or 
to raise expectation and encouragement in the minds of those 
from whom the districts in question have been wrested. 
Rut, as it is now brought forward as a matter upon which 
doubts have arisen, and with respect to which Government 
may he desirous of having the sentiments of its executive 
officers in this quarter submitted for its consideration, I shall 
communicate to you without reserve the light in which it 
appeal’s to me. 

3. As by the Treaty of Peace concluded with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah in December 1803 ^Ghe whole of the territories, 
rights and interests of that Cluef in the countries to the 
northward of those of the Rajahs of Joj^poor and Joudpoor 
were transferred to the British Government, that Government 
had an unquestionable right to exercise every power of inter- 
ference which Scindiah bad been in the habit of exercisino" 
with respect to the Sikh Chiefs between the Jumna and the 
Sutledge, and although the justice, liberality and moderation of 
its political system induced it to decline that vexations and pil- 
laging species of interference which is the invariable practice 
of Native Powers towards weaker and inferior States, and 

* 4 stijira. 
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■wliicli Scindiah 'would unquestionably liave exercised bad he 
remained in possession of Debli and its dependencies, still 
there cannot, I tbink, be a doubt of tbe of tbe Briiisb 

Government to assume tbe exercise of tbe power in question 
tbe moment tbat its political security rendered that conduct 
necessary. Tbe mere non-exercise of a po'U'er, -ndiile un- 
accompanied by any declaration, can never be considered as 
tantamount to tbe relinquishment of tbe r?^/U of exercise, 

4*. Until tbe latter end of tbe year 180S this necessity 
does not appear to have existed. It -was then tbat Runjeet 
Singes real character became fully known. It was then 
tbat bis territorial usurpations, heretofore rmeonsiderable and 
remote from tbe British frontier, assumed, from their in- 
creasing magnitude and proximity, an aspect which, by 
threatening tbe tranquillity of our provinces, required our 
immediate interference for tbe support and protection of the 
petty Sikh Chiefs in our vicinity, whose power and independ- 
ence were menaced with annihilation. This interference on 
our part became tbe more necessary from tbe circumstance 
of Runjeet Sing’s having repeatedly declared to tbe Bntisb 
Envoy in bis camp tbat be considered himself warranted 
to subjugate all tbe Sikh Chiefs between tbe Jumna and 
tbe Sutledge, and from its being evident tbat tbe completion 
of such subjugation made part of tbe system of tbat restless, 
ambitious and oppressive Chieftain. 

5. It is indeed true tbat in tbe early part of tbe year 
1808, when tbe protecting interference of tbe British Gov- 
ernment was solicited by tbe greater part of tbe petty Chiefs 
in question, tbe reply which they received to their then 
application was of a general nature; but it is to be observed 
tbat it contained an acknowledgment of their merits durino- 
the late war which was calculated to raise in their minds 
an expectation tbat, in tbe moment of extreme need, they 
would not be abandoned by tbe Government which made 
tbat acknowledgment. 

6. Tbe interference thus solicited has now taken place. 
But its operation is declared to be limited to tbe effects of tbe 
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Tntorpretation 
of the orders 
regarding the 
usurpations 
of Uanjit 
Singh. 


last expedition of Eunjeefc Sing-, and to his usurpations on 
the left bank of the Sutledg-e duriug the latter part of the 
year ISOS. In the 83rd paragraph of the letter of instructions 
from the Political Secretary to Mr. iSTetcalfe, under date 
the 31st Octoher, it is expressly declared that it is not 
the intention of Government to require from him, at the 
present moment, the surrender of those disfricts, on this side 
of the Sutledge, which have been long in his possession, 
although they may have originally belonged to the Rajah of 
Putteealah, and in the 35th paragraph of the same letter 
Mr. Metcalfe is informed that ‘'Gn the event of the point of 
the restitution of the district in question (/. c., Runjeet 
Sing’s former conquests) being agitated in the course of his 
Hiscussions with the Rajah, ” he is to state it to he a 
“ subject of reference to his Government. ■” Such being the 
positive instructions of Government, every political requisition 
to Runjeet Sing and every communication made to the petty 
Sikh Chiefs should, I conceive, have reference to them. 
The question now p»roposed I understand to be whether, with 
reference to the nature and effect of such of Runjeet Sing’s 
usurjrations on this side of the Sutledge as wore made siil- 
seciiientl^ to the peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, hut prior 
to the year ISOS, it might not be proper to solicit the orders 
of Government as to the expediency of exercising a certain 
degree of reirospeotive interference with respect to them also, 
by requiring that the lands taken from their rightful Chiefs 
by Runjeet Sing in the district in question, during the 
interval above described, should ho restored. 


7. The question seems to me to he very nice, and to 
he susceptible of being viewed in a great variety of points. 
It may he examined on the grounds of justice and on those of 
policy •, and on each of those g-rounds it appears to me that 
much may he urged both for and against retrospective 
interference. 

8. In support of the justice of the measure it might bo 
alleged that, as the srrccessor to the power of Scindiah, 
the British Government had from ihe first (that is, from the 
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conclusion of peace in ISO 3) an undoubted right to interfere 
for the prevention of encroachments of the Sikh Chiefs 
upon each other, and that, if the right be exercised during 
the latier portion of the period, it appears consistent to 
exercise it during Gwo, former part also, more especially when 
it is considered that many of the petty Sikh Chiefs who 
in March last solicited the protection of the British Govern- 
ment obtained part of the territories wi’estod from those who 
were the first victims of Bunjeet Sing’s violence. In favour 
of the polic.ij of the retrospection it might be urged that by 
restoring to the ancient and rightful owners all the districts 
of this description we should establish a claim on their 
friendship and gratitude, and thereby create a degree of local 
influence which might eventually be beneficial ; whereas by 
leaving those lands either in the actual and immediate 
occupancy of Bunjeet Sing himself, or in the possession 
of dependants, we transfer to them that influence, and thereby 
disgust the ancient proprietors. In the 6th paragraph of 
your letter of the 18th instant to Mr. Secretary Edmonstone 
you seem to me to place this argument in the strongest 
possible point of view by applying it to the predicament 
of the ancient proprietors of Ludhiaueh. 

9. On the other liand, it might be urged that, as 
the usurpations in question took place long before the 
British Government declared its intention to interfere ; as 
they have for some time been in the undisturbed possession 
of the present occupants ; as no application for protection 
was made to Government by the dispossessed parties j and as 
their restitution was not in the contemplation of Government 
when it first opened the present negotiation with Bunjeet 
Sing — they may now be said to have, to a certain degree, 
received the prescriptive sanction of time, and that tliat 
Government is not bound to demand their surrender. Tlio 
later conquests on this side of the Sutledge having been made 
pending the reference to the British Government relative 
to Bunjeet Sing’s right to make them, the demand of iltcir 
surrender seems so fair and reasonable that even Bunjeet 
Sing himself appears sensible of its justness. But- the 
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Interpretation retrospective requisition^ from its relating to matters tvLIcIi 
of tiic orders (Jurijjg;. early part of Mr. Metcalfe's mission seemed to 
nsuniations be admitted; might have the appearance of retracting an 
Siugh°^*^ acquiescence which had been tacitly given; and; as such; might 
be considered by Runjeet Sing as vexatious and unjust. In 
favor of the policy of refraining from retrospection it might 
be alleged that; whether the districts in question be in the 
occupancy of Runjeet Siug himself or in that of Bhaug Sing, 
&c.; by leaving these persons in undisturbed possession, we not 
only forbear to irritate, but we gratify the present occupants ; 
that from the vicinity of our detachment the influence arising 
from the occupancy cannot be considerable ; and that from 
the facility with which we could at any time dispossess 
the holders they might be regarded as holding the lands 
sufferance, and that the indulgence might perhaps be 
considered as a pledge of the inolfensive conduct of the Chiefs 
in question. 

10. Few political arrangements are totally fr-ee from 
some degree of hardship. On the present occasion it might be 
desirable to malm a general retrospectii’e enquuy into aU 
tenures and occupancies of land, and to restore to every 
dispossessed person that which he may have been deprived of 
since the conclusion of the late treaty with Scindiah ; yet 
even this might not be entu’ely satisfactory, or completely 
conformable to the dictates of justice, since, considering the 
distracted state in which the country to which these remarks 
relate has long been, it is probable that many of the 
persons dispossessed by Runjeet Sing were themselves 
usurpers or the favorites of usurpers. 

11. Upon the whole, I confess it appears to me 
that the refraining from retrospective interference would be 
the line of policy the least embarrassing, and that on the 
grounds above stated the British Government adopting 
that hue could not be considered by the dispossessed par-tie's 
as un3ust towards them. In my humble opinion, the great 

eience between merely requiring the surrender of the lafe- 
usiuqiations and the extending the demand to those which 
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Avere effected to IMi'. Metcalfe’s mission consists in this, 

tliat^ tliough neitlier of them made a ixart of the original 
object of his deputation, yet the lafe usurpations became 
almost immediately (and unth the Rajah’s own consent) a 
matter of reference to tbe British Government ; while those 
of a more ancient date ncA’^er came under discussion. If, 
thereCore, their surrender were no70 claimed, it might induce 
Runjeet Sing to suppose that cveiy concession on his part 
was to Ire followed up by a new requisition on ours, — an idea 
which might alarm and irritate his mind in the extreme. 
This, I thinh, would by no means be desirable, as Government 
can have no object in rendering that Chief an irreconcilable 
enemy, but must rather wish the reverse, provided it can 
be done without sacrificing our rights, committing our 
dignity, or endangering our security. This desire on the 
part of Government to avoid all unnecessary irritation of 
Runjeet Sing’s mind, and to give as little offence as possible 
to his feelings, is strongly and clearly expressed in the 7th 
paragraph of Mr. Secretary Edmoustone’s dispatch of the 
80th November to my addi-ess. 

12. While I acknowledge these sentiments to be sub- 
mitted with the utmost diffidence, I confess them to be the 
result of much deliberation and of an attentive, comparative 
reference to the several letters containing Government’s 
instructions on the subject. In all these it appears to me 
to be the intention of Government to limit its present 
requisitions to the recent usurpations of Rajah Runjeet Sing. 
After a carefid inspection of these documents I do not find 
any instructions which prescribe the requiring the restitution 
of all CaG conquests of that Chief. Erom the tenor of your 
letter of the ISth instant to m}^ address and from the 
2nd paragraph of your dispatch of the following date to the 
Military Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, you appear to be of opinion that the dispatch of the 
2Gth December from Mr Secretary Edmonstoue to my address 
differs in some respects from the instructions transmitted 
to you for your guidance and seems to imply retrospection. 

6 
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Yet on an attentive re-perusal o£ the dispateli in question I 
do not find tfiat it differs from tlie otlier documents convey- 
ing the instructions of Government on tlie subject. In one of 
Mr. Secretary Edmoustone'’s dispatches of that date it is said 
that “ the Governor-General in Council will at the same time 
communicate to His Excellency the sentiments and -wishes of 
Government on the measures to be pursued -with respect to 
those places on this side of the Sutledge which have been lately 
seized and are at present occupied by the troops of the 
Eajah of Lahore.'*^ And in another dispatch of the same date 
to my address reference is made to “ the sentiments of 
Government regarding the march of the detachment and the 
expediency of speedily resuming the usurpations effected by 
Rajah Runjeet Sing during his late expedition on this side of 
the Sutledge, •’^and I am directed to “ furnish His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief with an accurate statement of the 
places seized by Rajah Runjeet Sing during that expedi- 
tion and at present occupied by his troops. 

16 . Erom A. Seton, Esq7Ure, Resident at Delhi, to N. B, Edjion- 
STONE, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the Political 
Dejpartme^ii, Fort William,— dated Delili, the 2oth of 
Jamiary 1809. 

In' my dispatch of the loth instant ^ to your address, I 
had the honor to acquaint you that, in reply to a reference 
from Rajah Bhaug Sing, I had recommended to him to 
relinquish his intention of proceeding to Dehli, and to repair 
to camp to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony. I have now the 
honor to transmit a copy and translation of the Rajah^s answer 
to my letter upon that occasion. 

2. With reference to the subject of the dispatch in ques- 
tion, I haw now the honor to acquaint you, for the information 
of the Right Honor.able the Governor-General in Council, 
that I have this day received intimation from Colonel 
Ochterlony that on the 18th instant Rajah Bhaug Sino- 
reached his camp, and on the 20th paid him a visit, during the 
course of which most satisfactory explanations took place on 

* 9 supra. 
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botli sides. Colonel Ocbterlony observes that lie took tliat Friendly 
opportunity to explain/ in a candid but friendly manner^ theEaja°oC 
to tbe Rajab that tbe Britisli Government considered itself Jiiiud. 
bounds in honor and in justice, to require from Rajah Runjeet 
Sing the restitution to the rightful owners of all lands seized 
by him dui'ing his late expedition to the southern bank of the 
Sutledge, and that, as reason and equity required that a 
measure of that description should be conducted with 
impartiality, even he (Rajah Bhang Sing), notwithstanding 
the friendly disposition of the British Government towards 
him, must not expect to be exempted from its operation. 

With the frankness of this communication the Rajah appeared 
to be much pleased, and with a candour which did him honor 
observed that by the effect of the system of restitution he 
would not lose a country yielding above Rs. 4,000 annually. 

3. The conversation, as Colonel Ochterlony further 
informs me, then turned upon Jodh Sing, the Sikh Chief of 
Chichii’oulee, in the vicinity of Booreah. Rajah Bhang Sing 
observed that Jodh Sing was well disposed towards the 
British Government, but, having received obligations from 
Runjeet Sing, he was unwilling to be one of the first Chiefs 
who appeared to abandon him, on which account he could not 
with propriety wait upon Colonel Ochterlony, notwithstanding 
the vicinity of the camp to his place of rendezvous, adding, 
however, that, in the event of hostilities taking place, he would 
join the British army, but could not take that step until it 
reached Putteealah, when he would be kept in countenance by 
other Sikh Surdai's. With this assurance Colonel Ochterlony 
declared himself perfectly satisfied, and observed that, under 
the delicate circumstances stated on the part of Jodh Sing, he 
did not desire to be then visited by him, but that he desired to 
receive an assurance in writing to the effect of the above 
declaration, as also a solemn promise on the part of Jodh Sing 
that that Chief would facilitate the passage of supplies sent 
through his country to camp. 

4. From the nature of the conversation it appeared 
evident to Colonel Ochterlony that the Rajah was of opinion 
that the British Government might depend upon the 
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co-operation of every Sikh Chief on this side of the Sntledge. 
He ^ill no doubt address you himself ere long on the 
Si;hject. In the meantime I have deemed it my duty to 
submit^ although in an imperfect state, the substance of the 
communications which I have received from him. He seems 
to be decidedly of opinion that the mere advance of the 
detachment vrill he attended with the happiest effect. 


Encloscee to 1G. 

Translation of a letter from Rajah Bhavg Si^g to the Resident 
at DeltU, received on the 23th Jamiary 1S09. 

After expressing my wish for the invalnahle happiness 
of waiting on you (w'hich is indeed beyond description), I beg 
leave to submit, for your favorable consideration, that I have 
had the extreme happiness of receiving your kind reply to 
my letter, in which out of your goodness and kindness you 
have directed my attendance on Colonel Ochterlony, who is 
proceeding to this quarter expressly for the protection of 
myself and of the other Chiefs ou this side of the Sutledgo, 
and that I should join him with my troops. 

Condescending Sir, my zeal and attachment to the British 
Government under every ewcumstance, wdiatevcr they may 
have been, must he well known. Previously to the receipt 
of your letter I had reached ICurnaul with the design of 
waiting ou you aud ou the Colonel. In this interval it 
w'us that I had the honor to receive vour frracious answer 

V O 

to my letter directing me to attend the Colonel with all 
expedition. In conformity to your gracious orders I reached 
Booreah by successive marches, and there I had the distin- 
guished honor of meeting the Colonel. 

The kindness and favors with which yon have always 
loaded me have even been exceeded by those of the Colonel. 
Still, as you are the gna.rdian of the concerns of the great 
and tlie small in this cpiarter, you must continue the cordial 
kindness which yon have hitherto extended to ns. In the 
degree that we hope for our welfare from you, we never can 
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hope to see otir -vrelfare so promoted by another as it has been 
promoted by you. hlay Almig'hty God long* presen-e in health 
and in, recollections o£ ns your noble and beneficent life ! We 
have every assurance that in the protection of the British 
Government our prosperity and n'clfare will in every respect 
be found. 

I am at present in attendance on the Colonel and will 
obey whatever orders may be given. Of this^ you may rest 
assured. You kindly say that on business of importance I 
should write to you through Colonel McGrath. Accordingly 
I wrote to you through the Colonel from Kurnaul on a 
subject very interesting to me, and I dej)end on you for its 
arrangement. The English letter to the address of Colonel 
Gchteiiony enclosed in yours to me has been submitted to him. 

Belying on your favor and kindness, and trusting that 
you consider me as a zealous adherent to the British 
Government, I hope you will always keep me in remembrance, 
and honor me with your gracious letters, in which I consider 
my happiness included. 

P. 8 . — Your faithful servant Pertaub Sing hopes you 
will accept his humble respects. He'^ prides himself on your 
former kindness and recollection of him. 

17 . From N. B. Ed:jonsto2\’e, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, to Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlonv, Command- 
ing a Betachment on the North-West Frontier, — dated 
Fort William, the 30th of January 1800. 

As the intelllge7ice lately received of the favorable change 
in the aspect of affairs on the Contlaeut of Europe justifies a 
conviction that the projects of France against the British 
possessions in India must, if not entirely abandoned, at least 
be so far suspended as to render a.uy extraordinary and 
immediate preparations of defence unnecessary, the views and 
intentions of Government under which yoru’ instructions of the 
29th ultimo " were framed are materially altered. The object 
of stationing a military force in the territories of the Sikh 

’ The son of the Eaj.i. 
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Chiefs south of the Sutledge, Tvhich before had reference 
to the approach of a European enemy_, is now limited to the 
security of the territory between the Sutledg-e and J umna 
ao-ainst the encroachments of Rajah Runjeet Sing ; and the 
reduction or subversion of the power of that Chief tain^ which 
under other circumstances was considered an event highly 
deshable, and expected to be a probable consequenccj though 
not a settled purpose^ of the approximation of our troops to the 
frontier of the Punjaub, is no longer of the same importance 
to our interests. The Right Honorable the Governor- General 
therefore, although still resolved on grounds distinct from the 
eventual invasion of a European enemy to protect the 
territories in question from the encroachments of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing, is disposed, with a view both to facilitate an 
accommodation of the differences with that Chieftain and to 
remove that source of Irritation and of mutual distrust 
which the presence of a British force near the frontier of the 
Rajah is calculated to create, to fix the position of the 
detachment at a much greater distance from the frontier of 
the Punjaub than was originally intended, if not to withdraw 
it to Kurnaul; and the necessary communication upon this 
subject has accordingly been transmitted to His Excellency 
the Commauderdn-Chief, from whom you wiU receive instruc- 
tions regarding the position of the detachment under your 
command. That part of the instructions of Government 
addi’cssed to you under date the 29th of December therefore 
which relates to your eventual communications with the Rajah 
of Lahore and with the Chiefs and subjects of his Govern- 
ment is inapplicable to the circumstances above described. 

2. In the event of an open rupture with the Rajah of 
Lahore occasioned by the necessity of expelling his troops 
from the territories south of the Sutledge, Government has 
authorized a pacification on the principle of arrangement 
above stated, deeming the substantial and only essential basis 
of such a pacification to be that the Rajah shall withdraw his 
troops from the territories south of the Sutledge, which is to 

be considered as forming the boundary of his dominion in that 
direction. 
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3. Under present circumstances, tlierefove, the Governor- 
General in Council deems it advisable tliat any communications 
■with the Uajah which may he found necessary on this occasion 
should continue to be conducted by Mr. Metcalfe (who, in the 
event of his being’ compelled by the hostile conduct of the 
Rajah to retire, has been directed to join the British troops 
in the field) Avhcther it should be proper that he should repair 
to the RajaUs camp or confer with the Rajah^s Vaheels in our 
own ; hut in the latter case, the Officer in Command will be 
united to him in conferences, which in either case are to be 
conducted under the orders of the Commander-in-Chief. 

4. If a military post had to be maintained on the 
RajaUs frontier, Government would have continued to think 
the Officer in Command at that post the most convenient and 
proper channel of communication with the Rajah, but for the 
single object of accomplishing an early pacification the 
Governor- General in Council thinks it proper to continue the 
powers of Mr. [Metcalfe, who is either now, or was very 
recently, in the cvercise of similar functions and has been for a 
considerable time in constant habits of intercourse with the 
Rajah and his ministers. 

5. Copies of this dispatch will be transmitted to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and to the Resident at 
Delhi. 


18 . From A, Seton, Esquire, Eesident at JDelili, to 27, T3. 
Ei):>!oy STONE, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Political Eepartment, — dated Eelili, the 3rd of February 
1809. 

I think it my duty to address you for the consideration 
and orders of Government on the subject of a letter which I 
received from Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, Commanding 
the Detachment now on its march towards the Suiledge. As 
the letter in question, although relating to public matters, is 
not strictly speaking official, my transmitting a copy of it 
unight perhaps be deemed irregular. I shall therefore confine 
myself to the communication of the substance of its contents. 


Eevised orders 
regarding the 
location o£ a 
Military post 
on the Punjab 
frontier. 


Proposed 
appointment 
of Captain K. 
Stuart as Per- 
sian Interpret- 
er and Assis- 
tant to liiou- 
tenant-Colonol 
Ochterlony. 



48 LUDHIANA AGENGY REGORBS, 1808-09. [ Chap. 

2. After some introcluctovj remarks on the nature and 
duties of the political branch o£ his situation. Colonel 
Ochterlony proceeds to observe that, in the course of his 
intercourse rvith the Sikh Chiefs and others, and for the 
purpose of making- the requisite reports to Government on the 
subject, a Persian Interpreter appears to him to be indispen- 

. sable, and that, as his English correspondence may eventually 
prove voluminous, he is of opinion that a Hoad Assistant 
woirld greatly tend to facilitate the disjratch of business. 
With a view to those points. Colonel Ochterlony further 
observes that, partly from personal knowledge and partly from 
general report, he has reason to believe that Captain Kenneth 
Stuart, formerly an ofRcer in the Marhatta service and now a 
resident at Dehli, is eminently qualified to discharge the 
double duty in question, and he accordingly suggests to me 
(in the event of my sentiments relative to Captain Stuart coin- 
ciding with liis) the expediency of its being submitted to 
Government as his opinion that the nomination of that 
gentleman to the situation of Persian Interpreter and Head 
Assistant would be attended with benefit to tbe public servuce. 
In further supijort of the expediency of the measure. Colonel 
Ochterlony observes that in the event of the command which 
he now holds devolving upon another, either from some 
accident happening to him or from any other cause, it would 
be extremely desirable tbat-some person should be in readiness 
to explain to bis successor the then state of the intercourse, as 
also to make him acquainted with the views, characters and 
conduct of the Sikh Chiefs with whom he may have been 
negotiating, and to point out to him such parts of the English 
and Persian correspondence as might be deserving of his par- 
ticular attention, and to put him in com]fiete possession of the 
knowledge of all the acts, plans and intentions of his pre- 
decessor, — advantages which, as Colonel Ochterlony observes, 
could not be obtained from a reference to native servants, who 
generally consider themselves rather as attached to tbe persons 
than to tbe offices of those by whom they are emploj^ed. 

3. From the present situation of Colonel Ochterlony 
- 1 think it my duty to lose no time in making ■ known to 

O 
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Government tlie nature of In's desire, and tlie grounds and 
considerations in wliicli it originates. 

4. To no one could tlie task of addressing Government 
upon tliis sukiect have been more grateful than it is to me 
from its giving me an opportunity of hearing testimony to the 
uncommon merits of Captain Stuart, whose talents I consider 
to be no less extraordinarj^ than his indefatigable and success- 
ful cultivation of them is praiseworthy. In point of honorable 
principles, respectable character, amiable, conciliating manners, 
excellent conduct, great ability and useful accpiirement, I am 
enabled by long acquaintance to say with some degree of 
certainty that Captain Stuart, as a perfect gentleman and a 
complete man of business, would do credit to any situation ; 
while his thorough knowledge of the languages of this country 
and the customs of the natives renders him jieculiarly well 
qualified to discharge the duties of the office now in question. 

5. On these grounds, permit me most respectfully to 
seek the favorable consideration of the Right Honorable the 
Governor- General in Council, 


19, From Lieiitenant-Oolonel D. OcnrsuLOxi’, Commaniling a 
Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N. B. 
FooioxsToyE, Fsquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Dej^artmenf, Fort TTk7- 
Uam, — No. 4, dated Gamp near Put tecalah, 4ilh February 
1809. 

SrNCE my last from Dadoopore dated the 20th ultimo 
nothing has occurred deserving the notice of tlie Right 
Honhile the Governor-General, as the Chiefs who joined me 
on the march contented themselves with general but amicable 
professions or interested cnej^uiries similar 'to those I had 
already reported, and deferred every discussion of a political 
nature till onr arrival at Putteealah, where a general meeting 
of all the Chiefs on this side of the ,Sutleclge had been 
previously settled. 
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2. Previoiis_, Loit'evor^ to my marcli from Dadoopore and 
before I bad sent the siimraons I intended to tbe Officer in 
Command of tbe Eajab of Laborers troops^ I received intima- 
tion by report of tbe evacuation and gurreuder of Umballa 
to tbe ag-ents of tbe Ranee Dyab Koourj rvbicb tras' 
confirmed on my arrival at my gi’ound; a marcb distant from 
that plaee^ by ber people^, and shortly after by tbe Ranee 
berselfj rtdio insisted on rvaiting on me veiled to bear ber 
Vakeels express ber gratitude for tbe interference of tbe 
Britisb Government and ber restoration to ber possessions. 


3, Of this place, its revenue and management I shall 
have tbe honor to submit a detailed report when I am more 
assured that I can depend on tbe accuracy of tbe infonnation 
I have obtained. At present I shall only say that tbe 
oppression of ber Dewan was a general subject of comidaint. 


Advance to 
Bjitial;! and 
visits from 
unO. to the 
lAijii 


4'. Several of tlie villages of tbis district having been 
given by tbe Rajab of Lahore to Rajah Bbaug Sing and 
Bbye Ball Sing, I bad an opportunity of obsen-ing tbe very 
cheerful aucl ready obedience of tbe former to the wishes 
and intentions of Government by bis instant compliance 
with my desire that be should withdraw bis tbannabs and 
put tbe Ranee in possession, which occasioned as immediate an 
acquiescence on tbe part of Bbye Ball Singes Vakeel, who 
knew bis master too well to think be would wish to be 
outdone by the Rajab in any mark of respectful attention, or 
afford any additional suspicion of bis views in still continnlng 
in the suite of Rajab Runjeet Sing. 

5. On my arrival at my camp about 13 miles distant 
from tbis place, I was met by the Dewaun of Rajab Sahib 
Sing, n bo alter a very short conversation seemed eac-er to 
inform me that my approach was most desirable and mos"t wel- 
come, and anxious to do .away with any unfavorable impression 
which might have been made by the Bajab^s recent interview 
and engagements with tbe Rajab of Lahore, assuring me 
t int the} -wore dictated by tbe most urgent necessity and 
alone could have saved Putteeallab from tbe g^sp of Runjeet, 
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with whom its possession had long been a favorite object^ as 
implying- the actual sovereignty over, and consequent homage 
and tribute of, every Chief on this side of the Sufcledge. 

6. The letters of the Rajah had previously given 
the same assuranees in still stronger terms, and as I marched 
past on the morning of the 2nd instant the Rajah came 
out of the town to meet me, requesting me to consider his 
house as mine and the city as the property of the British 
Government. 

7. I should not dwell on these expressions so common’in 
the East if the tone and manner had not evinced the sincerity 
of the sentiments expressed and shewn that his mental 
imbecility had not rendered him uninformed of the dangers 
he had escaped or insensible of the benefits to be expected. 

8. I paid him my first visit yesterday accompanied by 
Brigade-hlajor Brownrigg and Lieutenant Brooke, Quarter 
blaster, and during the whole time of my stay he repeatedly 
expressed a childish joy in being delivered from all ajiprelien- 
sion of the Rajah of Lahore by the protection of the British 
Government. The character of this Prince is too generally 
known to render it necessary for me to enter into any 
description. I shall onlj^ mention one circumstance in eluci- 
dation, vl~., that, although the visit was intended to be at an 
early hour, w'e did not receh^e intimation that he was ready for 
our reception till past noon, and I was subsequently informed 
that this long delay was occasioned by the joint but fruitless 
endeavours of all the Chiefs to admit his son, a youth of 
about 12 years old, to he present at the ceremony. 

9. Whilst waiting in expectation of the return of my 
visit to the Rajah, I received a visit from Rajah Bhaug Sing 
of Jeend, who was accompanied by a confidential person 
in the service of the Rajah of Lahore j and, as the conversation 
which took place rvas of considerable length and importance, 

I heg leave to refer to the accompanying notes. No. 1, ^ which 
were taken by my order the moment after he took his leave. 

^ Not traceable iu the Punjab Kecords. 
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10. I am not perfectly convinced that the Right 
Hondtle the Govei'iior-Gciieral nill approve either of the 
information given or arguments used on this occasion, but 
I considered that a clear and candid explanation would he 
most likely to remove the doubts of the Rajah of Lahore 
and prove to him that his own suspicions and conduct had 
alone led to the assembly of the army which excited his 
apprehensions by their advance to the Sutledge, and took some 
pains to prove that the force I was originally destined to 
command of itself sufficiently evinced the friendly intentions 
and pacific views of the British Government, as the detach- 
ment did not exceed many posts established in our own 
territory and that the larger force now sent originated in 
his having ordered his army from a distant expedition to 
the banks of the Sutledge, which naturally led to a supposition 
that he meant to oppose its establishment. I also remarked 
that J\'lr. IMctcalfc’s assurances had a claim to the fullest 
confidence, as it could not but he observed that whenever 
any question arose on which he felt hesitation or doubt he 
uniformly declared it was a subject of reference to his 
Government, but on this he had no reserve, and explicitly 
declared what was expected from the Rajah and intended 
by us. In conclusion I observed that it struck me as most 
advisable that be should prove bis confidence in the assurances 
of hlr. ]\Ietcalfe by ordering his army to retire, and when 
he gave proof that he no longer harhonred improper suspicions 
it might lead to the Treaty he appeared so anxious to obtain, 
hut that it was evident the Rajah was surrounded by 
interested advisers who excited his suspicions to answer 
their owm purposes. 


11. I have just parted with the Rajah, with whom I 
exchanged the usual presents and received repeatedly the 
same assurances of g'ratitudo and satisfaction which he 
expressed at our first interview. I shall have the honor of 
addressing you to-morrow and have only now to add that the 
Dewaun, Cliejm Sing, marches with me in command of W'hat 
is called a Thousand Horse. 
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20. From Lieufenani-Colonel D. OciiTEnLOXr, Commanding a 
Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N. B. Edmox- 
STOXE, Esguirc, Secretary to Government in the Secret, 
Political and, Foreign Department, — No. S, dated Gamp 
near Mullair Kotla, 9th Fehruary 1809. 

When I transmitted my last dispatcli and mentioned 
my intention of addressing- you tlie following- day, I hoped 
that I had overcome the spirit of procrastination so common 
with the natives, and should he enabled to forward the most 
authentic proofs of the general good-will and satisfaction 
of the several Sikh Chieftains who have claimed and received 
the protection of the British Government. 

S. The delay which has taken place, however, has not 
changed my opinion of their sentiments, but is solely to be 
attributed to their habitual indolence, which requiring the 
contiimal application of stimulants ceased to operate with 
my early departure from Putteealah, and may also be ascribed 
to the distressed state of Rajah Sahib Singe’s finances, who 
finds it difficult to raise the advances requisite for the troops 
he intended, and I am persuaded wished, should proceed 
with me. 

3. I marched, in obedience to my orders, on the 5th 
instant from Putteealah aud encamped at Nahah, where I 
was received by Rajah Jeswunt Sing with equal hut more 
decorous satisfaction than has been shown by the Rajah 
of Putteealah. 

d. This Chief is considered next in rank, and from 
his superior sense possesses superior influence, to the Rajah 
of Putteealah, and, although I had declined all interchange 
of presents with lesser Chiefs, I found that the distinction 
with which he had been treated by Lord Lake and the 
respect in which he was generally held rendered it necessary 
to depart from the resolution as well with him as the Rajah 
of Putteealah, aud visits of ceremony with the usual exchange 
of presents consequently occurred. 
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5. Tliis Chief has recciv^cd very consideralde grants 
from Piunjeet Sing of his early conquests in the Fuslee years 
1214 and 1215^ and is consequently apprehensive of suffer- 
ing from the interference of tlie British Government ; to his 
verbal and vrltten interrogations on this subject I sent 
a letter, the copy of which I have the honor to transmit. 

G. It will be my first object to procure, as soon as 
leisure and opportunity afford the means, a full and explicit 
statement of all the earlier conquests and grants of Runjeet 
Sin O’ and transmit them to you for the information and 
decision of the Right Honfi^le the Governor-General in 
Council, and until that information is obtained I would 
wish to decline offering any decided opinion on the subject. 

7. It, however, appears to me at present, from the 
anarchy and confusion hitherto prevalent, that my first 
appeal to the Right Hon^ble the Governor-General in Council 
respecting retrospective restitution, though founded on my 
ideas of general justice and a reiuignance to countenance 
the oppressions of the powerful over the ■weak and the 
defenceless, would, if attended to, lead to such a variety of 
intricate claims as might perhaps perplex and emhai'rass 
the most upright intention and give general disgust without 
affording individual satisfaction ; and to this observation 
I may venture to add that the policy which induced the 
Rajah of Lahore to bestow his favors on the Chiefs of most 
power and influence may perhaps dispose the British Govern- 
ment to continue them. 

8. From IMahah, after a halt of a day at the earnest 
solicitation of the Rajah, I marched to Amer Gurh and 
ju'sterday arrived at this place, the residence of a A'enerahle 
and much respected Patau Chief called Utta-oola Khan, 
from whom the Rajah of Lahore, as mentioned in Fir. 
Metcalfe’s dispatches, levied . a very heavy contribution in 
ready money and for the payment of the balance demanded the 
secirritles of Cheyii Sing, the Dewan of Sahib Sing, Rajah 
Bhang Sing, Jeswunt Sing and Bhye Lall Sing, whose 
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thannalis and collectors I fonud established in every part 
o£ the Patan^s territory. 

9. As the late accounts from Air. Lletcalfe indicated a 
more pacific disposition in Rajah Runjeet Sing, I considered 
it advisable to embrace the pretext for delay afforded me 
by their establishment to enforce the orders of Government 
by reinstating the Patan Chief in his former authority ; 
and I have much satisfaction in reporting to the Eight 
Idondole the Governor-General that this act of justice has 
been completely effected this day, without demur on the 
part of the several pretended securities and to the great 
joy of the Patan Chief, who but a few months since 
anticipated another visit from the Rajah of Lahore, which 
would doubtless have terminated in his absolute expulsion 
and ruin. 

10. Aly letters from Mr. Metcalfe, under date the 
3rd instant, indicate a greater confidence in the Eajah-’s 
expressed intention to concede every point which has been 
demanded, and my own intelligence from his Court iuCorms 
me that his mother-in-law has urged him in the most 
earnest manner to avoid hostilities with the British power, 
which, as coming from one who has so much cause of com- 
plaint and dissatisfaction, will probabl}" have greater weight 
at this moment than he has been accustomed to pay to her 
representations. 


21. Translation of a Frecepf or It tillali-nameli under the seal of 
General St. JjEGER and under the seal and signature of 
Colo7iel OciiTERLOyr, written the 9th February 1S09, 
corresjJonding to the 23rd Zel Eijeh 1223 Ilijcreh. 

The British Arm}' having encamped near the frontiers 
of the Maharaja Rnnjeet Sing, it has been thought proper 
to signify the pleasure of the British Government by means 
of this Breeept, in order to make all the Chiefs of the 
Maharaja accpiainted with the sentiments of the British 
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Proclamatious 
issued by 
General Sfc, 
Leger nnd 
Colonel 
Ocliterlony. 


Government, vliicli have solely for their ohjecfc and aim to 
confirm the friendship ndth the Maharaja and to prevent 
ftny injury to his country, the preservation of friendship 
het^veen the tvo States depending' on particular conditions 
vhich are hereby detailed. 

The Thannahs in the Fortress of Khurr, Klmnpore and 
other places on this side of the River Sutledge vliich have 
been placed in the hands of the dependants of the jMaliarajah, 
shall he raised and the same places restored to the ancient 
possessors. 

The force of Cavalry and Infantry vhich may have 
crossed to this side of the Sutledge must be recalled to the 
other side of the country of the ]\Iaharajah. 

The troops stationed at the Ghaut of Rhilour must 
march thence and depart to the other side of the river 
as described, and in future the troops of tlie Maharajah shall 
never advance into the country of the Chiefs situated on this 
side the river, who have called in for their security and 
protection Thannahs of the British Government; hut if in tho 
manner that the British have placed Tliannahs of moderate 
lurmber on this side of the Sutledge, if in the like manner a 
small force by way of Thannah be stationed at the Ghaut of 
Philour, it will not be objected to. 

If the Maharajah persevere in the fnlfdment of the above 
stipulations, which he so repeatedly professed to do in 
presence of hlr. Metcalfe, such fulfilment will confirm the 
mutual friendship. In c.asc of non-compliance with tliese 
stipulations, then shall it he plain that the Maharajah has no 
regard for the friendship of the British, hut on the contrarv' 
resolves enmity. In such case the victorious British Aiany 
shall commence every mode of defence. 

The communication, of this Precept is solely with the 
view of publishing the sentiments of the British and to 
know those of the Maharajah, The British arc confident 
that the hfaharajah will consider the contents of this- Precept 
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as abounding to lus real advautag’e and affords a conspicuous 
proof of tlieir friendship, that with their capacity for w'ar, 
they are also intent on peace. 


(True Translation.) 
K. B. STUART. 


22 . Translation of another Prece^of, without date, 

A Precept or ItUllali-navieli was formerly written on 
the 9th February 1809, corresponding to the 23rd Zee Hijeh 
1223 Hijereh on the subject of evacuating Khun-, Khanpore, 
Furreedkote, and other places situated on this side of the 
Sutledge, and, although only Khurr, Khani^ore and Furreedicote 
are immediately required to be evacuated, orders not having 
yet been received regarding the plaees more antecedently 
placed in the hands of the dependants of the Maharajah ; 
accordingly for the satisfaction of the minds of the IMaha- 
rajalFs Chiefs, this Precept is given, and the preservation of 
friendship between the two States is included in the condi- 
tions to be mentioned : — 

That the dependants of the IMaharajah immediately 
raise their Thannahs from the places of Khurr, 
Khanpore and Furreedkote and restore them to the 
ancient possessors ; 

That in future the troops of the Maharajah shall not 
enter into the country of the Chiefs on this 
side of the River, w'ho for their safety and 
protection have called in Thannahs from the British 
Giovernment ; 

That the force of horse and foot under Gunda Sing’, 
who have come to this side, shall be recalled to 
the other side to the ]Maharajah'’s own country ; 
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Tliat tlic force Btationed at Philour Gliaiit sliall marcli 
thence and depai-t into the EajahG country on 
the other side the Sutledge ; 

That in the same manner that the British have 
placed small Thanuahs^ so shall the IMaharajah 
only place at Philour Ghaut a force by vay of 
Thannah aud adec^uate to the necessity. 

By such acts the continuance of friendship hetTveen 
the turn States may he expected, hut in case of non-agree- 
ment to the above conditions, then shall it appear that 
the Maharajah has not at heart the preservation of friendship 
between the two States. 

(True Translation.) 

K. B. STUART.) 


23, From N. B. FdjVO?>'ston 2 :, Fsqnirc, Chief Secretary to 
Government, to Incufenant-Colonel OciiTinLOyi',— dated 
Fort William, the 13th of Felritanj 1S09. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
under date the 20th ultimo,’ aud to signify to you the Right 
HoMble the Governor-General in CouneiPs entire approbation 
of your eomniuuicatious to Rajah Bhang Sing, both on the 
subjects of Jodh Sing and of the restitution to the original 
proprietors of the lands usurped by Rajah Runjeet Sing 
during his late expedition, although by such restitution the 
Sikh Chiefs may be depriA'ed of some part of their actual 
possessions ; and you Avill observe that the principle stated 
by you on that occasion to Bhang Slug is in exact conform- 
ity to the tenor of the instructions of Government conveyed 
to you in my dispatch of the 6th instant, and the Governor- 
General in Council observes with satisfaction Bhang Sing'^s 
acquiescence in the justice of that principle, aud confidently 
trusts that it will be general among all the Sikh Chiefs 
who may be affected by the intended restitutions. 


' l-l supra. 
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24 . Erom Lieutenant-Colonel E. Oceterlo^’T, Commanding a 
EetacJimeni on the North-West Frontier, to N. B. 
Ee.voestoive, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
Secret, Political anil Foreign Eepartinent, — No. 6, dated 
Camp near Nutthi, 9 miles south-east of Loodcana, the 
11th of February 1809. 


When I transmitted my last dispatcli from Mullair 
Kotla it rvas my intention to Lave proceeded direct to 
Loodeana^ but these intentions Laving been prevented by tbe 
ai’rival of Vakeels from tbe Rajab of Labore^ and from 
circumstances wbicb arose out of tbeir arrival^ I judged it 
most advisable to pursue a nortb-easterly direction^ rvbicb 
would sborten my distance from tbe ultimate point of my 
destination and enable me to form a speedy junction, if 
necessary, witli tbe army commanded b}’- Major-General St, 
Leger. 


Discussions 
V'itli Vakils o£ 
Eanjit Singh. 
Halt of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony’s 
force. 


In forming this decision I was influenced by a firm 
conviction that it was not tbe wish of Government to 
engage in hostilities whilst accommodation was practicable, 
and if war was inevitable it would be unadvisable to run 
any risk when success could be insured. 


8. My report to blajor-General St. Leger accompanies 
this dispatch, and I have great satisfaction in adding that 
tbe line of conduct I adopted has been honored with bis 
approbation. 

4, Shortly after my arrival on my present ground, 
tbe Vakeels were introduced to me by Rajab Bhang Sing’, 
and soon entered into a long and tedious enumeration of 
various grounds of complaint wbicb tbe Rajab bad or 
pretended to have against IVr. Metcalfe for an undue reserve 
on points in wbicb tbeir principal was particularly interested 
and desirous of information, and specified in proof bis 
answers relative to tbe coneprests of tbe Rajab previous 
to that gentlemaVs arrival at bis Court. 
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Discussinns 
Vakils of 
Eanjit Sing'll, 


5. I lieard everything they had to say -without the 
slightest interruxstionj and then told them that^ although 
the subjects they had mentioned -n^ere not immediately in 
my xn-ovineej I felt no objection to assign what appeared to 
me the obvious reasons of the reserve of -n'hich they com- 
plained. Mr. Metcalfe in answ'er to all the Rajah^s encjuiries 
had invariably given the same answer^ that it rvas a point 
for referencOj and if that reference has not been made, and 
a decisive answer obtained, they must attribute it solely to 
the delays and rexieated breach of promises which hlr. 
Metcalfe had experienced in the fulfilment of the previous 
rec^uisitions, and which, if I remembered rightly, Mr. Metcalfe 
had candidly declared must he executed before any other 
subject could or -would he discussed • that if Mr. Metcalfe had 
received the proofs he required of the friendly disposition of 
the Rajah, he would doubtless have instantly solicited the 
decision of his Government, and before this an answer would 
have been obtained. No imxrroper reserve could therefore 
justly be attributed to Mr. Metcalfe, and the question being 
at this moment in a state of uncertainty was indubitably 
to be ascribed to the conduct of the Rajah himself. 


6. When they irrged the suspicions and apprehensions 
of Runjeet Sing, I replied that, even if jNIr. IMetcalfe's 
assurances had failed of their due effect in quieting the 
mind of the Rajah, he oug'ht to have been convinced by 
events and circumstances -which had recently fallen under 
his own observation that an increase of territory was by 
no means an object wdth or a wish of the British Govern- 


ment, as he might have recollected the immediate unsolicited 
restoration of a considerable territory to Jesswunt Rao 
Holhar and our long resistance of the repeated and earnest 
supplication of the Chiefs on this side where we had an 
indubitable right to exercise our interference. In conclusion 
I observed that the right to the places in question -was 
certa-inly, as Mr. hlotcalfe observed, a subject of doubt, but 
it might not be unworthy the Rajah^s serious consideration 
ow far it was advisable for him to engage in hostilities 
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on subjects declaredly reserved for reference^ and wbetber it 
rvould not be time enongb to involve bimself in sucli a contest 
Avben he found that the decision was unfavorable to his 
pretentions. 

7. How far the Right Hon'’ble the Governor- General 
may approve of my engaging in such a long and particular 
conversation I acknowledge I feel diffident, but, under the 
impression that the views of Government were perfectly 
pacihe, I hope it will Hot be thought that in entering into 
such an explanation I conceded anything inconsistent with its 
character, dignity or honor. 

8. It is a sacred duty in me to report faithfidly every 
transaction, and it will be a source of sincere regret and morti- 
fication if His Lordship should think that my explanations 
have exceeded the limits of duty or propriety. It is, how- 
ever, I trust, warrantable to add that this appeared to make 

,a very strong impression on the minds of the A^akeels, who 
after paying me some compliments on my candour' and 
sincerity most earnestly solicited me to halt for five days, 
until the whole of the conversation should be ^nade known to 
the Rajah. 

9. A report of this conversation was immediately made 
to hlajor-General St. Leger, and I must confess that, if there 
is any impropriety in a compliance with their urgent solicita- 
tions, it is justly to be attributed to my opinion, wffiich the 
General coudc.scended to aslr, viz,, that from the late letters 
from Mr. IMctcalfe and the altered conduct of the Rajah the 
delay could not have any injurious, and might produce the 
most beneficial, consequences. 

10. It is with pleasure I add that the first measure of 
the Yakeels was to order Gunda Sing and the troops on this 
side of the Sutledge to cross, taking the responsibility of the 
measure on themselves, and my accounts late last night 
informed me that the whole were 'unthdrawn. 
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Arrival o£ 
force under 
Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cell' 
terlony near 
Ludhiana, 


Tenure of 
Ludlnana and 
desire of the 
Eaja of 
Jhiud to 
exchange it 
for Karnal, 


25 . From lAeutenant'Ooloncl D. OenTERLONT, Commanding a 
Detachment on the North-West Frontier^ to N. B. 
Ed.vonstone, Esqnirc, Secretary to Government in the 
Secret, Political and Foreign Department, — No. 7, dated 
Gamp near Loodeana, the 18th Fehrnary 1809, 

In my dispatcli No. 6 ^ I Lad ilie Lonor to report my 
proceeding's up to the 12t.L instant^ and I have now tlie Lonor 
to acc[uaint you tLat tLe promised time of our Lalt expiring 
on tLe nigLt o£ tLe 16tL, I marcLed yesterday morning witL 
tLe approbation of Major-General St, Lcger to tLis place, 
wLicL I reacLed -witbout tLe slightest interruption about 
10 o^clock A,Ar., and took up a strong position witli my rear 
to the town and a nullah covering front and flanks, 

2. To tLe west of tLe town, and on an eminence 
wLicL completely commands it and tLe uortLcrn and western 
faces, is a fort of considerable extent, wLicL, tLougli out of 
repair, might I apprehend be of the greatest use in defending 
our post should this be the place ultimately decided upon, 
and the gi'ouud around affords elevated situations for the 
construction of field redoubts. On this important point I 
shall be assisted by the more scientific opinions of Colonel 
Kyd, who intends minutely to examine and report the result 
of Lis investigations to His Excellency the Commander-in- 
CLief. 

8. TLe object of my writing in this early stage of the 
business is to re-advert to the circumstance of the district 
being one of the earlier conquests of Eaja llunjoet Sing from 
the widow of Eoy Illias and by him bestowed on Eajab 
Bhaug Sing, Lis maternal uncle, one who, notwithstanding 
that connexion and the favors of Eunjeet, I believe to be most 
sincerely desirous of restraining Lis encroachments and 
anxious to benefit by the avowed protection of the British 
Government. 

TLis Chief, however, in common with all those who 
Lave received grants from Euiijcet Sing^ is very anxious 
respecting the extent of retrospective restitution, and hopes a 

’ 21 st!q}ra. 
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confirmation from Goyernment of all lands obtained from that 
Chief. They do noC or will noC seem to regard the injustice 
of tire act ; indeed^ seem rather inclined to defend it on the 
plea that the death of the heir of Roy Illias had placed it 
in the hands of a woman unfit and incapable of managing 
so extensive a property^ and who had in fact no legitimate 
right to the possession. 

5. This Chiefs adverting to the expressed desire of 
Government to establish' a post on the left bank of the 
Sutledge, has already intimated to me his wish of exchanging 
the district of Loodeana for Kuruard, which he states to be 
of only ecpral value and which he says the Mmidul Patans 
are very desii'ous to relincprish. 

6. In reply to this intimatioU;, I reminded him that until 
the orders of Government were received his right to this 
district must be considered as in a state of suspense^ but that 
I should make known his wishes to the Right Honfide the 
Governor-General in Council and to Mr. Seton^ with whom it 
was proljable such an arrangement^ if acceded tO; would 
ultimately rest. I am not aw'are that his assertion respecting 
the dissatisfaction of the i\Iundul Patans is founded on fact, 
and if it is it probably arises fi'om the same cause which 
would deter them from the acceptance of this remote district 
ecpially surrounded by Sikh Chiefs, and consecpiently ecpially 
liable to the inconveniences and embarrassments ; but if there 
appears no objection to this exchange, in any other point of 
view, it would seem desirable to introduce a Mussulman Chief 
where there are already a great number of that persuasion 
and who must be more devoted to us than we can ever expect 
a Sikh to prove. 

7. It may not be improper in this place to remark that, 
from a very attentive observation of their conduct and con- 
versations ever since my first knowledge of them to the more 
recent experience alEorded me by this command, I am disjwsed 
to believe that, though very earnest and sincere in their wishes 
for the British interference to guard them against the 
rapacious visits and extortions of the Rajah of Lahore, no 
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cordial co-operation is to be expected from ibom in the event 
of actual liostilities n'itb that Chief, as I am persuaded they 
connect the subjection of his territory and dominion with the 
extension of their own power as a nation, and, thoug-h I am. 
fully aware of the disaffection which his ambition, tyranny 
and oppression have excited in the Punjab, I am still dubious 
whether without previous stipulations the 'Western Chiefs would 
desert his standard and subject themselves to foreig-n interfer- 
ence, differing so essentially in manners, customs and opinions. 

26 . From A. Seton, Esquire, Resident at Deldi, to Lien^ 
tenant- Colonel D. Ocuterlont, Lv.dJiiancJt, — dated the 
2-ith of February 1S09. 

I HA.\T3 the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 18th instant, on the subject of the nature of 
Eajah Bhaug Sing’s teum-e of the district of Ludhiauch, 
his desire to relinquish that district for pnrgnnnaJi Kurnaul, 
and the expediency of the British Government’s agreeing to 
that ai’rangement. I have also received your dispatch of 
the same date on the same subject to jMr. Secretary Edmon- 
stone, left open for my perusal. 

2-. In my humble opinion the exchange would bo a 
measure extremely desirable, in the event of the position now 
taken up at Ludhiaueh by the detachment under your 
command being permanent. At the same time, however, it 
does not appear to me that, even in that case, the fixing 
the Mundul Patans in Ludhiaueh, instead of continuing them 
at Kui’naul, is an object of sufficient importance to induce 
the British Government to make any very great sacrifice 
for its attainment, since the attachment of Eajah Bhang 
Sing will, at all times, facilitate the procurement of supplies, 
and secure the general good-will of the district, in an eqrral 
degree, perhaps, to what might be expected were it in the 
possession of the Mundul Patans. 

3. I do not, however, think it likely that the latter 
would agree to the exchange ; for, though I har^c had no 
opportunity of sounding them on the subject, I am suffi- 
ciently acquainted with their general sentiments to be 

/ 
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convinced that they would not consent^, -without the utmost 
reluctance^ to an arrangement which removed them still 
further from the Doauh^ to which they anxiously wish to 
return. In the Gth paragraph of your letter to Mr. Secretary 
Edmonstone you have expressed with accuracy the sentiments 
which I am persuaded they entertain. Their dissatisfaction 
■with Kurnaul (which is very great) originates in causes 
which would operate still more strongly with regard to 
Ludhianelp ojE., remoteness from their former possessions^ 
and its heing surrounded by Sikh Chiefs. I£^ however, 
Ludhianeh were fixed upon as the permanent place for our 
military position, and if, on political grounds. Government 
deemed the accpiirement of still greater local influence in 
the district a matter sufficiently desirable and Important 
to lead it to make a compensation, either territorial or 
pecuniary, to the INIuudul Patans, for the purpose of in- 
ducing them to reliiKprish Kurnaul, there is no doubt that 
the measure might easily bo effected, — that is, the jMundul 
Patans might either obtain land elsewhere or pecuniary 
allowances in lieu of Kurnaul, which might then, if Govern- 
ment thought fit, be bestowed upon Rajah Bhaug Sing, 
hi which case Ludhianeh, being surrendered by that Chief, 
would be at the disposal of Government. 

I. The above suggestions are hazaivled under the- 
supposition that our advanced military post is to be perma- 
nently fixed at Ludhianeh. You will, however, have been 
apprized ere now, by hlr. Secretary Edmou.stone^s dispatch 
of the 3 0th ultimo ^ to your address, that the necessity of 
pitching upon Ludhianeh for that purpose appears less 
urgent than was formerly the case, and that it is possible 
that a position remote from the Sutledge may be ultimately 
fixed upon for the detachment. 

5. The present case, as you justlj' observe, is a marked 
instance of the strong idea of legitimate right attached 
to the former usurpations of Runjeet Sing on this side 
of the Sutledge, and clearly x>roves the embarrassments in 

^17 supra. 


Desire of the 
Raja of .Thind 
to excliange 
Lndliiana 
for Karual. 


9 



64 LUDHIANA AGDNGY DDCOnDS, 180S-09. [ CnAr. 


Dosiro o{ tlic 
Raja of Jliind 
to exchange 
Ludhiana 
for Karnal. 


cordial co-operation is to be expected from them in the event 
of actual liostilities witb that Cliiefj as I am persuaded they 
connect the subjection of his territory and dominion with the 
extension of their own power as a nation^ and^ though I am 
fully aware of the disaffection which his ambition^ tyranny 
and oppression have excited in tbe Punjab, I am still du])ious 
wbetlier witbout previous stipulations tbe Western Chiefs would 
desert bis standard and subject themselves to foreign interfer- 
ence, differing so essentially in manners, customs and opinions, 

26 . From A. 8 eT 02 \\ Fsq 2 iirc, Besidenf at Delih', to Lien- 
tenant- Golonel D. Oghterloni', LKilliiancli, — dated the 
8 -ith of Fehriiary 1S09. 

I the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 18th instant, on the subject of the nature of 
Eajah Bhaug Sing’s tenui'e of tlie district of Ludhiaueli, 
his desire to relinquish that district for pnrgnnnnJi Kurnaul, 
and the expediency of the British Government's agreeing to 
that arrangement, I have also received your dispatch of 
the same date on the same subject to iNIr. Secretary Edmon- 
stoue, left open for my perusal. 

2. In my humble opinion tbe exchange would he a 
measure extremely desirable, in tbe event of the position now 
taken up at Ludhianeh by tlie detachment under your 
command being permanent. At the same time, however, it 
does not appear to me that, even in that case, the fixing 
the Mundul Patans in Ludhianeh, instead of continuing them 
at Kurnaul, is an object of suffeient importance to induce 
the British Government to make any very great sacrifice 
for its attainment, since the attachment of Eajah Bhang 
Sing will, at all times, facilitate the procurement of supplies, 
and secure the general good-will of the district, in an equal 
degree, perhaps, to what might be expected were it in the 
possession of the Mundul Patans. 

8. I do not, however, think it likel}" that the latter 
would agree to the exchange; for, though I have had no 
opportunity of sounding them on the subject, I am suffi- 
ciently acquainted with their general sentiments to bo 
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couviuced tliat they would not consent, without the utmost 
reluctance, to an arrangement which removed them still 
further from the Doauh, to which they anxiously wish to 
return. In the Gth paragraph of your letter to Mr. Secretary 
Edmonstone you have expressed with accm'ac)- the sentiments 
which I am persuaded they entertain. Their dissatisfaction 
with Kurnaul (which is very great) originates in causes 
whieh would ojierate still more strongly with regard to 
Eudhianeh, ojiz., remoteness from their former possessions, 
and ite being’ surrounded by Sikh Chiefs. If, however, 
Ludhianeh were fixed upon as the permanent place for our 
military position, and if, on political grounds. Government 
deemed the acquirement of still greater local influence in 
the district a matter sufficiently desirable and Important 
to lead it to make a compensation, either territorial or 
pecuniary, to the hlundul Patans, for the purpose of in- 
ducing them to rellncpiish Kurnaul, there is no doubt that 
tlie measure might easily be effected, — that is, the hlundul 
Patans might either obtain land elsewhere or pecuniary 
allowances in lieu of Kurnaul, which might then, if Govern- 
ment thought fit, he bestowed upon Rajah Bhang Sing, 
in which case Ludhianeh, being surrendered by that Chief, 
would be at the disposal of Government. 

I. The above suggestions are hazaixled under tho 
supposition that our advanced military post is to be perma- 
nently fixed at Ludhianeh. You will, however, have been 
ajiprized ere now, by Mr. Secretary Edmonstone^s dispatch 
of the 30th ultimo ^ to your address, that the necessity of 
pitching upon Ludhianeh for that purpose appears less 
urgent than was formerly the case, and that it is possible 
that a position remote from the Sutledge may be ultimately 
fixed upon for the detachment. 

5. The present case, as you justly observe, is a marked 
instance of the strong idea of legitimate right attached 
to the former usurpations of Runjeet Sing’ on this side 
of the Sutledge, and clearly qn-oves the embarrassments in 


Desire of the 
Raja of .Ilu'nd 
to exchange 
Ludliiana 
for Karnal. 



Df^iro of ilio 
IJaja of , Tin' ml 
to oxcliango 
Tjiulluaua 
for Karual. 


Appointment 
of Captain K. 
Stuart ns 
Persian In- 
terpreter to 
Colonel Ocli- 
terlouy. 


6G LUDHIANA AC4ENGY RH CORDS, lSOS-09. [ Chap. 

trliicli ire shonlfl be involved by atiemptinm to effect a 
general rotrospectii'e restitution ivitliont at tlic same time 
oiferiug' an ef]iiivalent. To find equivalents in all cases in 
v'lucli such restitution^ in a just, moral and humane point 
of view, would be desirable wore impossible, — a consideration 
which is hostile to the execution of the truly liberal sug- 
gestion of restoring Lndhianeb to the orphan family of 
the nufortimate Hoy Illias. 

G. If Ludhianeli only jdclds an animal jv.mma of 
10,000 rupees, its value cannot be much more than a third of 
that of Ivuruanl, if properly managed. The circumstance, 
however, of the jumma being so small may be considered 
as facilitating to Government the means of granting an 
ecpnraleut to its i>resent possessor in the event of its being 
deemed expedient, either from motives of justice and 
humanity or on political grounds, to Induce him to surrender 
it to the Bi'itisb. Government. 

7. ‘With respect to Knnianl, its situation is truly deplor- 
able. The turbulent and lawless conduct of the zuraeendars 
and their immediate dependants has given rise to disorders 
•which the Jagheerdar has not the means of jmcveuling or 
cheeking. I have long been convinced that nothing but the 
local presence of a disposable military force could restore 
tiancphllity and introduce subordination. Hitherto circum- 
stances ha'\ e not admitted of my hai'ing recourse to this 
mode but the time is now come when it can he resorted 
to with effect, 

2/. Fi om j\ . Jj. EDMO!iSTOi\^E, Dsqnire, Chief Secretary to 
Government in the Secret, Political and Foreign Dejmrt- 
ment, to Lieutenant-Colonel D. OGiiTEELONr, Commanding 
a Defachmenl on the North-West Frontier, — dated the 
27th of Fchrnary 1S09. 

_ I AM_ directed tn Inform you that the Govcrnor-Geucral 
in Council has this day been jileased to a^ipoint Captain 
Stuart to be Persian Interpreter and Assistant to you in the 
discharge of your political duties, with a salary of two 
huiiclred rupees (-200 rupees) per mensem. 
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28- From N. B. Ed.iioa'stont:^ Esquire, Chief Secrcfarij to 
Government in the Secret, Folitical and Foreign Eegiart- 
inent, to Liciitenant-Goloncl P, Ocuterloxt, Gommanding 
at Lodhiana , — dated the 27th of Fchruary 1809, 

I AM directed to ackuoMledg'e tlie receipt uf your letter 
of the dtli instant;, No. N reporting- your further progress 
and tire occurrences Mlricli Lave taken ’dace since the date 
of your former dispatch. 

2-. The Governor- General in Council directs me to state 
to you that he has derived great satisfaciion from your report 
of the effect vhich your advance .-ippears to have had on the 
minds of the Chiefs through vhose territories j-ou have 
passed. The road}’ accpiiesccnce of Eajah Bhang- Sing and 
of the Deu’an of Bhye Laul Sing in y<jnr requisitions to them 
to restore to Ranee Dya Koour the places belonging to her 
M'hich had been made over to those Chiefs by Rajah Runjeet 
Sing is extremely satisfactory. 

3. riis Lordship in Council farther direct.s me to observe 
that the tenor of your discourse to Bhang Sing and the Agent 
of Runjeet Sing at the conference u'hich you held vith them 
was consistent with the views and intentions of Government 
relative to Runjeet Sing, excepting only in the degree in 
which you encouraged an expectation of the future conclusion 
of a treaty,, with regard to which it might have been 
advisable, for the reasons stated in tlie Governor- General in 
CounciTs insla-uciions to Mr. hletcalfe, to avoid any declaration 
on which such an expectation coidd be founded. At the same 
time His Lordship in Council is aware that what j-ou stated 
on that subject Was consistent with the language employed 
by hir, hletcalfe at the Rajah'’s Durbar. 

29. From Lieutenant-Colonel F. OcurEiiLoyr, Commanding at 
Loodcaiia, to ./t, Seton, Esquire, Resident at Fclili , — 
dated Camp Loodeana, the 1st of March 1809, 

I nA^'E the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2dth instant, ^ and beg leave to express my sincere 
acknowledgments for the communication of your unreserved 

' 26 supra. 


Aiiprov.-il oi; 
proceediug's ot 
Colonel Ocli* 
tcrlony as 
reported in 
his despatch 
No. d— (10 
supra). 


Desiie of tlie 
lia ja of ,! lu'iid 
to exelmuge 
Ivadliiiina for 
Kuruiil. 



68 


LUDHIANA AGENCY LEGO EDS, lSOS-09. [ CnA?. 


Desire of the 
Raja of Jlifnd 
to exebauge 
Ludhiana for 
Karual. 


opinions on the subject of tbe proposed excliangc of 
Loodeana for Karnaid. 

3. In submii.tiug some further observations to your 
consideration I am actuated by inj' ideas of the importance of 
Loodeana as a post, both in a military and political point of 
view as 'well as by an earnest desire to meet tlic wishes of 
Kajah Bbaug Sing-, whose conduct has met my entire 
approbation. 


o. I address m 3 'self on this subject direct!}' to you in 
preference to the Secretary of Government because I would 
wish that my sentiments, if just, should have the sanction 
and support of your supeiior local knowledge and cxjicricncc, 
and, if unfounded, that they may be wdiolly suppressed or 
accompanied by an explicit exposition of your objections to 
the measure proposed. 

4. Only two objections occur to me ns of the least 
weight against fixing on this place as the permanent military 
post, — 1st, its distance from onr own territories and con- 
secpient difficulty of early reinforcement ; and, Sndly, its 
vicinity to some of the anterior usurixations or encroachments 
of Rajah Runjeet Sing which have been bestowed on some of 
bis most staunch adherents, such as the Dewann INIokum 
Chund and Ghirba Sing of Blunt Giuh, 

0 . To the first objection I woirld oppose the natural 
strength of the ground supported by a fort, which may at a 
small expense he converted into a strong depot and serve as a 
protection to the cantonment which will be situated to the 
west aud under cover of the g-uns; and (o the second I can 
only oppose a hope that the regularity and discipline of 
the troops, combined with my own anxious endeavors to 
prevent any just ground of offence, will guai-d us against any 
dispute or interference. 


0. OE tlie relative value oC the Uto districts I mnnot 
£r„m naenrory speak „itl. prcelsien, lu,t it „ee„rs to' me that 

UsloucJen .ndavKlttals wl,o had elaims, a.,d the residue o£ 
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tlie district not mucli exceeding Loodeana in estimated 
value Avas gh'cn to the IMunduls. 

7. Admitting, hoAAmver, the superior value ol: Ivarnaul, 
I Avould still contend that it AAmnld be of tlie greatest 
advantage to Government to make a compensation, either 
territorial or pecuniary, to the hlvmduls and accpiiesce in 
the proposal of Raiah Bhang >Sing, because, admitting, as 
I am ready to do, his attachment to the Biitish GoA'erument, 
I do not consider liim to possess that local influenco at 
“this place ndiich n’ould be really useful not only from its 

being a recent accpiisition, hut from the superior uuml)er of 
dMussulman inhabitants and Jaut cultivators Avho are adverse 
to Sikh controulj and he has already’- stated that Avith the 
loss of the fort he considers the collections involved. 

8. In the hands of GoA'ernment and under au awil 
appointed by and subject to the oi’ders of the Commanding- 
Officer, the troops and follonci-s Avould not da.re to commit 
the slightest injury to the inhabitants, and I should hope 
that the collections might he increased by the demands of 
the detachment to a great c.vteut. Plov'ever, the revenue 
cannot be an object of the slightest consideration, whilst the 
restoration of this little ialooq to the Ranee of Roy Illias and 
her adopted son Avould be such a strong proof of our declared 
disinclination to augment our territorial possessions, redound so 
highly to the honor of the British cliaracter, and form such 
a contrast to the rapacious conduct of the Rajah of Lahore, 
that I OAvn I feel an earnestness and solicitude in the decision 
of Government -affilch perhaps it Avoukl be more prudent ta 
suppress. 

9. It may be proper on this occasion to coivect a 
statement in my letter to the Secretary of GoA-erument nuclea- 
date the ISth January, AA’here I mentioned that the AA-hole 
territory of Roy Illias had been Ai-rested from her AA'Ith the 
exception of only a few A-illages for subsistence. I am noAV 
enabled to state on better information that the unfortunate 
Ranee Avas stripped not only of all her territorial possessions, 
but even of much personal property, and is uoav indebted to 
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tlie beuevolence o£ Rajali Saliib Sing' for the few villages 
Tv'liiclij held aud managed by ber adopted son, form her sole 
support. 

1 0. Iii'my last of tlie 1 sent an exaggerated statement 

of tbe possessions of Snrdar Jodb Sing’, wbicb I no tv find, 
including mhvhlars or ]5etty Snrdars dependent, do not exceed 
one lac'b-and-a-balf of rupees, In reporting the conduct of 
this Chief I performed a duty, but, with every prospect of an 
accommodation tvitb the Rajah of Lahore, I own I should he 
sorry to see him deprived of his possessions for a fidelity 
excited by attachment aud gratitude, and which disdained the 
temporising policy of the other Chiefs vvho had ccpially 
l-ieueiited, and some of rvhom, I am afraid, would have been 
more dangerous as friends than foes, 

11. Reverting .ngaiu to your letter of the 2>lth and with 
reference to the despalcli of ilm Secretary of Government of 
tlie 30th January ^ alluded to therein, I would wish, with 
deference, to observe that the nearer and closer our intercourse 
•with the Rajah of Lahore, the more our proximity admits 
of his witnessing' the discipline and regularity of our troops, 
and the more clearly we evince the injustice of lus doubts and 
suspicions, the more likely we are to acquire that degree of 
confidence which will tend to the ultimate aecomplisliinent of 
those views which first suggested the mission of Mr, 
Metcalfe. 


LL The apprehensions of a French invasion may be 
thrown more distant by the recent events in Europe, hut in 
my humble judgment should never ho bo far lost sight of, 
rvhilst there is a possibility of such ail attempt, as to induce 
ns to neglect every moans in our powder of conciliating the 
good-will and insifiriug the confidence of every intermediate 
power through ^hose territories they must pass, and on this 
account I feel a firm persuasion that much good might 
result from the conclusion of a general treaty of amity vdth 
the Rajah of Lahore, and under a like conviction should 

* 17 
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Lopo great advantages from the appointment of a permanent 
Resident at bis Court. 

13. Embassies dispatched in nioraeuts of exigency and 
for particular purposes can never be exp)eeted to be attended 
vritb those advantages which must be derived from a constant 
cultivation of mutual good-will when no immediate danger is 
pjendingj and^, whilst it is considered as a mark of respect 
affords the means of aequmug’ .a knowledge of parties; in- 
terests; influence and character; which is essential to the 
successful issue of every negociation ; and if these ideas are 
\vell founded; I should regret the recall of IMr. IMetcalfe; who 
apj)cars under manj'' disadvantages to have latterly acquired 
the favorable opinion of the Rajah and has doubtless acquired 
that information which would be useful hereafter. 


Views of 
Lioutenaiit- 
Coloucl Och- 
terlony in le- 
gard to tlic 
mission to 
Laliore. 


30 . From A. Sjotox, Fsqjiire, liesident at DcJiIi, to N. B. 
BDMOXSTOxr, F squire, Chief Secretary to Government, 
Fort William, — dated the 3rd March 1809. 


PIavixg received a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Och- 
terlouy enclosing a memorial from Rajah Bhang Sing; 
requesting that on resigning Tuloolceli- Lndhianeh to the 
British Government he may obtain in lieu thereof a grant 
of either Kurnaul. or Paniptat; I have the honor to transmit 
the original memorial; accomptauied by a translation; together 
with copies of Colonel Ochterlouy^s letter and of my reply; 
for the consideration and orders of Government. 


jVomoL'ltil of 
the Kaja of 
.Ilimd for 
the grant of 
Karnill or 
Pauipat in 
exchange for 
Ludhiana. 


Enclosure to 30. 

Translation of a memorial from Bajali Biijvg Sixa which 
accompanied Lieutenant- Colonel OcJiterlony’s letter of the 
95th February 1809 to the Resident at Dehli. 

The British army has now reached Ludhiaueh; and; 
together with the fort; has selected four or five thousand 
hccyaJis. I am ready to agree to everything^ even to sacrifice 
my life. In no respiect wRatever are my wishes different 
from those of the British Government. Contiguous to the 
fort of Ludhiaueh and immediately depiendeiit upon it; there 
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are 4.-1 villages now in my possession, tlie annnal jnmina of 
wliicli is Rs. 17,800. The collections of these villages depend 
upon the possession of the fort, and when the fort shall no 
longer be in mine their realization will be rendered difficult 
and the productiveness {sic). As I have again and again 
evinced my attachment to the British Government, and as the 
system of that Government is ever strictly conformable to 
the principles of Justice, I hope that, in lieu of the fort of 
Ludhianeb with the adjacent tulookeh of bl villages, the 
jiurgunnali of Kurnaiil, including the collection of the duties 
as well as the possession of the land, may be bestowed upon 
me, or, if that cannot be, that j)urgunnali Panipat, including 
the privilege to collect duties, may be conferred upon me. In 
the event of the jiimma of Paniput exceeding that of 
Ludhianeb {^viz. Bs. 17,800), let my talooJceh of Chundyalelr 
and other villages belonging to me be transferred to the 
British Government in lieu of that excess. In other words, 
I request that, on my relinquishing the fort and villages of 
Ludhianeb, the laloolccli of Chundyaleh and other detached 
villages, a sunnnd for_^;?/ry;;«jm7A Paniput, including the right 
to the duties as well as to the land, may be bestowed upon 
me. 


31. From A. Sston. Esquire, Resident at Dcltli, to Lieufenanf- 
Coloncl H. OcuTERLOyr, Commanding at Ludhianeh , — 
dated the Itli of March 1809. 

I HAVE the honor to achnowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 35th ultimo, enclosing a memorial from Bajah Bhang 
Sing requesting that, in exchange for Ludhianeh, he may 
obtain from the British Government a grant of Kurnaul or 
Paniput. 

3. Prom the honorable testimony borne by you to the 
good conduct of Rajah Bhaug Sing and from the decided 
preference and steady attachment evinced by him to the 
British interests at a moment, and upon an occasion which, 
from his connection with his nephew' Bajah Runjeet Sing, 
must have cost him a painful struggle, it w'ould certainly be 
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desirable to meet bis -wisbes with respect to tbe exchange if it 
could be done without giving rise to inoouveuieuce. To 
myself I confess it appears that, on tbe grounds of policy, tbe 
arrangement would uot be altogether advisable. However 
trustworthy Rajah Bhang Slug himself may be, we cannot 
be certain that bis successors will be equally deserving of our 
confidence ; even in his own time it may be presumed that his 
principal officers being Sikhs (as would probably be the case)' 
would be jDartial to their eountrymeu, and inclined to keep up 
an intercourse with Lahore, which under certain circumstances 
might be found detrimental to our interests. But, supposing' 
this objection to be visionary or the supposed evil to be too 
remote to be' allowed to influence our present conduct, I do not 
think the arrangement could be adopted with respect to 
Kurnaul from the difficulty of devising an eligible and 
suitable indemnification for the present Jagheerdars, who 
could not, consistently with the good faith of Government, be 
removed without their own consent, and who, if removed, 
wmuld expect an equivalent in laud. W ith respect to Paniput, 
it apjiears to me that, from its greater vicinity to Delhi, the 
political objection operates still more forcibly to that purgun- 
nail than to Kurnaul, exclusive of which it may be observed 
that, from the physical position of Paniput and from its 
present condition (great part of it being granted in jagheers), 
it may be expected in the course of time to become a most 
productive district to Government. When, by the deaths of 
the present grantees, the jagheers shall become escheats, the 
revenue will become very considerable ; and if the canal of 
Delili be reopened, which, from the happy termination of our 
difference with the Sikhs, may, I think, be considered as more 
likely than at any former period, the imrg iinnali in question 
would be rendered invaluable. 

8. Such are the grounds upon which, in my humble 
opinion, it would not be altogether advisable to comply with 
Rajah Bhang Singes application. No one, however, can be 
more sensible of his merits than myself, and no one can be 
more desirous of preventing our military post at Ludhiaueh 

10 
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from being attended with loss to him. For the mere ground 
occupied by our cantonment (supposing it to be fixed at that 
place) a pecuniary indemnification migbt^ I imagine^ be 
tendered to bim ; oih if that could not be done ivitbout hurting 
bis feelings as an independent Chief, a portion of land, equally 
productive, might be bestowed upon him in some part of the 
Assigned territory. With respect to the fear expressed in bis 
memorial, that our occupying the fort would embarrass the 
collections of the whole taloolceJi, I should imagine it must 
be partly ill-founded, and that it might be found practicable 
to adopt measures which would give effectual protection to bis 
lands and people. 

4. I shall transmit a copy of your letter to mo on the 
subject, together with a transcript of this my reply, and the 
Eajah-’s memorial, for the consideration and orders of the 
Eight Honorable the Governor- General in Council. 


32 . Erom A. Seton, Esquire, Eesident at DeliH, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel D. Ochteeloet, Commanding at lAidhianeh , — 
dated the 10th of March 1S09. 

I WAS duly honored with your letter of the Isfc instant ^ 
and have maturely considered its interesting contents. 

2. "With respect to that part of it which relates to the 
district of Ludhianeh, I think the question may he divided 
into two parts, V7Z., the expediency of obtaining the right to 
dispose of that taloolcli by bestowing an equivalent upon 
Kajah Bhang Sing, and the fixing upon Kurnaul as the 
equivalent. With regard to the former, I con cm' most 
sincerely with you in opinion that, considering the merits and 
claims of Bhang Sing and the unfortunate and very pleading 
predicament of the widow and family of the late Eaee Ilias, 
the making a compensation to the former and the restoring 

■* 2 £) sv^ra. 
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the district to the latter -vroiild exhibit to tho surrounding' 
nations a striking proof of the iustiee, public gratitude and 
liberality of the British Government. I also think that the 
restoring the district to the family of Race Ilias vould he 
attended vith the great political advantage of convincing the 
Sikh Chiefs that we have no desire to extend our territorial 
possessions. But, though it certainly appears to me, upon 
these grounds, that the inducing Rajah Bhaug Sing to accept 
an equivalent for Ludhianeh, and the then bestowing the 
district upon the family of Race Ilias, would be an arrange- 
ment no less honorable to our national character than desirable 
in a political point of view, I confess that, for the reasons 
stated in my letter of the dth instant to your address, I still 
continue of opinion that it would not he advisable to establish 
a Sikh Chief in imrgimnali Kurnaul, even though the hlundul 
Patans could without injury or inconvenience he transferred to 
another part of the country. I should, however, be extremely 
happy to see the merits of Rajah Bhaug Sing rewarded in a 
manner which, to himself, appeared adequate to his claims. 

3. With respect to the conduct of Surdar Jodh Sing, I 
think with you that, considering the prospect which has for 
some time prevailed of our differences with Runjeet Sing 
being brought to an amicable termination, his having joined 
that Chief cannot he considered as a mark of hostility 
towards us sufficiently decided to render him liable to the loss 
of his dominions on this side of the Sutledge, although It is 
pretty evident from it that, had war taken place, he would 
have become a hearty partizan of Runjeet Sing. 

d. Although upon the present occasion you do not 
express a desire that your letter should be laid before 
Government, I nevertheless think it my duty to submit 
it for consideration, as I conceive it must be desirable 
to His Lordship in Council to be made accpiainted with 
the sentiments of all executive officers holding high and 
responsible situations on points immediately connected with 
those situations. Under this impression I shall transmit to 
the Chief Secretary a copy of your letter and of this my reply. 
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33' From N. B. EnMOlfSTOlrr, Esquire, Chief Secret ary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel Ocn- 
TienLOM', Gommandinej at LodJiiana, — dated the 13th 
March 1809. 

Orders of I HAVE t])e hoDOT to aclinoTi'ledg-e the receipt of your 

rnCoioncT* FeLniar • * clispafcclies of the dates and numhei's 

Ochtcrlouy’s j^tq. g, dated 14tli noted iu the margin^ and to state to you 

Nos.'^s 10 ^ 7 . ^^Nol'^W^atcd IStli such observations as the contents of them 
February,* have suffo’ested to the Rig-ht Honorable 

0& O 

’’ 20, 21 and 25 snpra. the Goveriior-General in Council. 

2. I am directed, hotrever, in the first instance, to advert 
to the enclosed copy of the Governor-General in Conneifis 
instructions of this date to the Envoy at Lahore, vrhich is 
transmitted to yo\x because His Lordship in Council deems 
it proper, under the arrangements now prescribed, that you 
should be apprized of the grounds of their adoption, and of 
the views and intentions of Government relative to the Eajali 
of Lahore and the other Sikh Chiefs. 


Determination 
to maintain 
the post of 
Ludhiana. 


S. You will observe from this document, and you will 
be informed by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
previously to your receipt of the present dispatch, that Gov- 
ernment has resolved to maintain the post of Lodhiana with 
the detachment under your command. "When IMr. hletcalfe^s 
mission therefore shall be considered to have completely 
terminated, the charge of any eventual communications with 
the Rajah of Lahore will devolve upon you, according’ to 
the arrangement described in my letter to your address of the 
29th of December. 


Desire 4. The Governor-General in Council is aware that, in 

that tbc V consequence of the Rajah of Lahore^s compliance with all the 
Dam'it SmgL ^Ij^quisitions of the Rritish Government, j\Ir. IMetcalfe may 
a'lialdbV^n i-astro^ quitted the Rajalfis Court before his receipt of the 


yietcaUo, 


is stilt mils imw transmitted to him. But in that event it 
bpc mca^he intention of the Governor-General in Council that 
accomplish ure of concluding the intended Treaty should be 
1 Metcalfe’s ag’cucy, as being so 
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immediately connected with his anterior negotiations at the 
Court of Lahore. 

5. The transmission of the enclosed doeument supersedes 
the necessity of any further discussion of the subject of the 
resumption of jRajah Ruujeet Sing'’s ancient conquests on 
tliis side of the Sutledg’e^ and of aUy reply to the observations 
on that snbject contained in your dispatches now acknowl- 
edged. 


6. The Governor-General in Council entirely approves 
the measure of reinstating' the Patau Chiefs Utta Oolla Khan, 
in the full possession of his territory, as reported in your 
dispatch of the 9th ultimo. It is proper to observe that the 
copy of your letter to Rajah Jeswunt Sing of Nabah, referred 
to in the 5th paragraph of your despatch of the 9th ultimo, 
has not been received. 

7. The Governor-General in Council received with some 
concern the report of your conference with the Vakeels of 
Rajah Runjeet Sing, contained in your dispatch No. 6, dated 
the llth ultimo, and especially the information conveyed in 
a letter from the Adjutant-General to the Secretary to Gov- 
ernment in the Alilitary Department, that you had referred 
to hlajor-General St. Leger the proposition of the Vakeels 
soliciting the halt of the Rritish troops during five days. 

8. ]\Ir. Metcalfe intimated to Government that the 
ostensible objects of the dispatch of these Vakeels to your 
camp were to shew to the world that the establishment of 
a military post on the frontier took place w'ith the concur- 
rence of Rajah Runjeet Sing, and to attend you to the place 
which might be fixed for the station of the detachment, 
observing that the Rajah'’s real view probably was to 
obviate public discredit by appearing to have a share in 
the arrangements connected wuth that measure ; and the 
Governor-General in Council concludes that in announcing 
to you the desjiatch of the Vakeels, Mr. Metcalfe communi- 
cated to yoir these objects of their mission. His Lordship in 
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Council tlierefore observes that, you irould have acted more 
prudently by refusing to attend to any representation on their 
part directed to the object of restraining the advance of the 
detachment, and therefore inconsistent with the declared 
purpose of their mission. 

9. His Lordship in Council observes that, by entering 
into those points of discussion which formed the subject of 
your conferences with the Vakeels, you incurred the hazard 
of the evils generally attending a double negotiation, and, by 
listening to remonstrances founded on an impeachment of the 
candor and sincerity of the Envoy and an indirect menace of 
hostility, you exposed to risk the credit of the Envoy and the 
dignity of the British Government. In proportion as the 
Rajah of Lahore manifested a disposition to hostility, the 
honor and the interest of the British Government required the 
exertion of promptitude and firmness. His Lordship in Council 
therefore cannot aA'oid remarking that the very arguments 
by which the A^akeels endeavoured to induce you to halt were 
precisely those which should have led you to advance agree- 
ably to the instructions which you had received from the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

10. His Lordship in Council at the same time is 
satisfied that you acted in the manner which appeared to 
you to be most conducive to the public interests, and most 
conformable to the pacific intentions of Government, and, 
although the Governor- General in Council is hapj^y to find 
that no serious embarrassment has vrltlmately resulted from 
the measures which you adopted. His Lordship in Council 
is compelled, by the obligation of his duty, to express his 
opinion of the error of your proceedings on this occasion. 

11. The Governor-General in Council further observes, 
in the 3rd paragraph of yom- letter of the lOth ultimo 
to the address of Major-General St. Leger, an allusion 
to a declaration under your seal and that of the IMajor- 
General, in the possession of the A^akcels, containing a full 
explanation of the intentions of the British Government 
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and o£ tlie orders wliicli you had received, and remarks 
that no copy o£ that important document has been transmitted 
to Government. 

IS. With the exception above stated, your proceedings, 
as reported in the dispatches now acknowledged axe entirely 
approved. 

13. The Governor-General in Council is disposed to 
concur in oj^inion with you that the exchange o£ Lodhiana 
for Kurnaul suggested by Bhaug- Sing is objectionable, 
and at all events does not consider it an object o£ suffi- 
cient importance to warrant any sacrifice, territorial or 
pecuniary, on the part o£ the British Government. His 
Lordship in Council, however, suspends his final judgment 
on that cjuestion until the receipt of a report from the 
Eesideut at Delhi respecting the state of the district 
of Karnaul and other local points connected with the 
subject. 

14. As the concluding paragraph of your despatch of 
the 18th 'ultimo implies a supposition on your part that in 
the event of an open rupture with Rajah Runjeet Sing, and 
of the destruction of his power, it was the intention of 
the British Government to appropriate the territories of the 
Punjaub, I am directed to signify to you that this design 
was never in the contemplation of Government, and that if 
war had taken place with the Rajah of Lahore, and had 
terminated in the subversion of his dominion. Government 
would have judged it consistent with the principles of a 
wise and liberal policy to restore to the several Chiefs of the 
Punjaub the possessions and the rights of which they have 
been deprived by the systematic usurpation and ambition of 
Raja Runjeet Sing. 

15. A copy of this despatch will be transmitted to 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and to the Resident 
at Delhi. 
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84 . Fi •om Lieutenant-Colonel D, OcHT^nzoKr, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to N. B. EvuoKSToyr., Et^quirc, Chief Sccrc- 
tarij to Government, Fort WiUiam, — :No. 8, dated 
Loodeana, 17th March 1809. 

I HAVE tlie honour to transmit^ for the informaiion of tho 
Uight Hon^hle the Governor-General in Council^ a statement 
of the Forces ’ and Revenues of the Sildi Chiefs on this side of 
the Sutledge. 

S. In submitting these documents to His Lordship’s 
attention^ and with reference to the 10th paragraph of your 
dispatch of the 29th Decemher ISOS, it becomes my duty to 
communicate such opinions as are the result of local observa- 
tion ; and in obedience to those instructions I shall submit 
them to His Lordship’s consideration with diffidence but 
withont reseiwe. 

8. "When the Sikh Chiefs first solicited the protection 
of the British Government, their jealousy would have yielded 
to their apprehensions, and whatever measures it liad then 
thought proper to adopt would not only have received the 
cordial co-operation of those who urged our interference, 
hut would have been aided hy a reasonable peenniary contribu- 
tion for the support of such a force as might he considered 
reeprisite to the object. 

4. It would have l)een a snbject of sfipnlation in which 
onr own interest or distant possible events would have been 
unknown, and they wmuld have clearly understood that tliev 
were left an option of acceding to the offered and regulated 
terms of a just aud liberal Government, or srrhmit'^to the 
rapacious demands of a capricious and arbitrary tyrant, whom 
they had seen at one hour levying- a contribution and the 
next seizing a whole district. They knew that they were 
certain of continually repeated exactions, without foclino- any 

confidence that such payments would ultimately pre.serve'^their 
property. 

cd as Appcatlices A, B and C to “ The Eajaa of tho Punjab,” 
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5. When His Lordship in Council determined on 
assuming' the long established, though neglected, pl'hdlegc, 
these Chiefs had learnt from the jMission to Lahore that 
their protection u'as only a secondary ohjeeb and I believe 
they are not without suspicion that circumstances might have 
rendered them entirely dependent on the Rajah of Lahore, 
with the sanction and approbation of the British Government. 
Under these circumstances and impressions the majority, and 
particularly those who felt the greatest aiiprehensious, rejoiced 
the more sincerely in our approach and interference from 
an idea that they should now derive a permanent, essential 
and also a gratuitous advantage. 

6. When, in obedience to orders, I transmitted the docu- 
ments which form a part of this dispatch to His Excellency 
the Commander-iu-Chie£, I remarked that — “ The revenue 
of each must he considered in a great degree conjectural, and 
with reference to the system of collection universally adopted 
throughout the coimtry, w'hich is a very small part in money 
and a portion of the crop vaiying according to the degree of 
indulsrciice or favour wished to be extended to the individual, 
and in some cases a politic attention to the strength of the 
village and disposition of its inhabitants.” 

It is, however, on the whole the most accurate I have 
been able to obtuiu, though not so much so i^erhaps as I could 
have wished, the necessary eiicpiiries having' led to surmises 
and reports unfavourable to its prosecution and iDcrfectly 
foreign to the object. 

7. The reports and surmises alluded to were most 
industriously circulated, and detailed minutely conversations 
that had never passed and demands that were never made, 
yet had a slight foundation in fact, which gave the colouring 
of truth to the grossest and most interesting falsehood. 

S. The whole originated in my investigations respecting 
the general resources of the country, and lately in a short 
desultory conversation in which I wished to sound the leading 
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Chiefs on the subject of a peciiniary demand, and in order 
to do aTray the unfounded rumours which I found these 
general enquiries had excited, I not only mentioned it with 
great caution, but prefaced wbat I was about to say by a 
declaration that it was neither by orders from Government nor 
had I reason to believe it an object, but that I thought ft 
possible they themselves might feel more satisfaction in 
making hneh an offer which, if received, would be the more 
acceptable as the result of tbeir own cboice, and would tend 
to produce such orders from His Lordship as would free 
them from an anxiety as to the future which I was ^Yeli 
informed they liad felt and canvassed, 

9. The exaggeinted details which followed were with 
some the effect of design, but in g’eneml only the result 
of that vague and uncertain information obtained by common 
native news-writers on subjects of real importance, and which 
compels them to substitute conjecture for fact to amuse those- 
whose credulity attaches importance to their information. 

10, Prom these enquiries, from the manner in whicli 
they have been sedulously reported and exaggerated, from, the 
result of my short conversation, and from a long and very 
attentive observation of the Sikh character, and a particular 
acquaintance w'ith some of the leading Chiefs, it is my humble 
opinion, 1st, that their revenue system does not admit of 
any pecuniary contriliution -which would be au object of con- 
sideration j Sndly, that it would be advisable for Government 
early to declare to the Sikh Chiefs through the Resident at 
Dehbe, or such other channel as is judged proiier, in the most 
clear and e-V[ilicit terms the exact nature of the relations of 
proteetion and dependence which shall pennanently exist 
lx;tween them and the British Government, and to what 
extent and in what cases the adjustment of their concerns, 
collectively or individually, shall come under the cognizance, 
notice or decision of the Resident at Dehlie or other authority 
snhordinate to him. 

11. Their suspicion and jealous}-, however strong, bends 
to the coufidonce they place in any written declaration of 
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fclie British Government^ and as its decisions cannot be nnjnst 
or unreasonable they cannot, in my bumble judgment, be 
too soon promulgated. 

12. With the greatest deference I beg leave to offer 
it as my opinion, after the most attentive observation, that 
the cordial and sincere co-operation of the Sikb Chiefs, the 
facilities and resources of the country, the passage and pro- 
tection of convoys and all otber advantages expected from 
■snr connection -untb this confederacy of Chiefs can only be 
relied on by, 1st, the declared exemption from all pecuniary 
tribute ; 2nd, a declaration not to interfere further in the 
internal economy of the country than to insist that they 
shall abstain from all violences or encroachments on each, 
otber, and that actual possession at a defined period shall be 
considered to constitute a right of property Tvbicb rvill not 
admit of Infringement vitbout an appeal to the Supreme 
Government or Resident at Deblie ; 3rd, that the British 
Government shall have a right to call on the several Chiefs 
for a certain portion of their hno'wn permanent force for 
throe months in every jmar, if reeprired, vithout pay, and 
to demand and expect their zealous and cordial co-operation 
ndth the British troops on any invasion of their country, 
and their assistance to and protection of all convoys pro- 
ceeding to the British Detachment or Armies ; 4th, that 
all European articles shall be exempted from duty in passing 
through the country ; 5tb, that all horses purchased on account 
of the Company and having the passport of the Resident at 
Dehlie shall be exempted from the payment of duties to any 
Chief through vRose districts they may pass. 
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13. I indulge a hope that the suggestion mentioned 
In the 5th article rvonld greatly facilitate and Increase the 
supply of Cavalry horses, and by limiting' the exemption 
to those only vdio have the passports of the Resident of 
Dehlie, it permits the free exercise of their former privilege of 
saj/er duty on all those brought for private trade vithout their 
being liable to deception by forged parn'anabs, and that the 
whole, taken as to their effects on their opinions or prejudice 
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are sucli as are likely to subdue jealousy, excite confidence and 
inspire gratitude. 

Id. Adverting to occurrences of recent date and to 
arguments brouglit foru-ard by the Sikh Chiefs themselves 
in support of some of the early usurpations of the Rajah 
of Lahore, it may , not be considered unadvisable to insert 
some clause uLicb shall define the rights of vs'idows, establish 
the claims of adopted children, and assert their own paramount 
authority to assume or bestow possessions where there is 
no legal heir. 

15. Under such declarations or definitive regulations, 
which leaving them the uncontvouled exercise of their former 
power in all just cases and only depriving them of the 
privilege of preying upon or injuring each other, I should 
hoiie that time and experience of substantial benefit must 
produce the good effects which I have described ; and if such 
cousecpTences should be the result — and I trust they will not be 
considered as unreasonable inferences — we shall have derived 
advantages from assuming the protection of the Sikh Chiefs 
which appear to me of far greater value than any pecuniary 
contribution their military habits or revenue system would 
possibly admit. 

16. It is for the superior wisdom of His Lordship in 
Council to decide on the probable justness of the conclusions 
I bave drawn and the propriety of the measures I have 
proposed. It will be my anxioirs endeavour, as it is my 
bounden duty, to give effect, to the utmo.st of my power 
and ability, to such other plau or system that may be thought 
more salutary or advisable. 

17. Supposing the suggestions I have taken the liberty 
with diffidence to recommend to form the groundwork of onr 
arrangements with the southern Chiefs, and the attachment 
and gratitude to follow, which I have ventured to predict, 
I should consider that on any emergency we might calculate 
on the cordial co-operation of at least 5,000 Irregular Cavalry; 
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and ifc may also be a subject not unwortby tbe consideration of 
biglier autbority n'betber tbe advanced position vre have now 
taken and tbe relation in wbicb we shall now stand witb 
tbe neigbbonring' Chiefs do not diminish, if not do away, tbe 
necessity of tbe large force now maintained in ZillaJi Merutt, 
and suggest tbe expediency of increasing tbe usual force now 
at Karnaul, from which place we could advance in any force, 
on tbe slightest indication of hostile intentions, either direct to 
this post and enter the Punjab, or take such centrical position 
between tbe eastern bills and tbe sandy and arid districts to 
tbe west as must, I should imagine, intercept any large bodies 
attempting to enter the Doab or our sontbern possessions on 
this side of tbe Jumna. 


35 . From N. B. Edm 02^’ stoke, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to A. Setok, Esquire, Resi- 
dent at Dehli, — dated the 8rd of Aqoril 1809, 

I AM directed to acknowledge tbe receipt of your despatch 
under date tbe lltb ultimo, enclosing a copy of a letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlony representing tbe merits of 
Rajah Bhang Sing, tbe expediency of rewarding him by a 
grant of Karnaul, and tbe good effects likely to be produced 
by tbe restoration of tbe cb'strict of Lodbiana to tbe family 
of Race Ilias Kbaun, together witb a copy of yoru’ reply. 

3, Tbe sentiments of Government on tbe subject of an 
exchange in favor of Bhang Sing of Lodbiana for Karnaxd, 
which correspond witb your own, have already been communi- 
cated to you and to Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlony. Those 
sentiments remain unchanged. However desirable it may be 
both to gratify Bhang Sing and to obtain tbe credit of an 
act of justice and benevolence by restoring Lodbiana to 
tbe family of Raee Ilias Kbaun, those objects must not be 
prosecuted at tbe hazard of other political interests, unless tbe 
jxrosecution of them were connected with tbe obligation of 
public faith, tbe fulfilment of which must ever be considered 
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of paramount importance. In the present case no such ohlig-a- 
tlon appears to exist beyond the necessity of compensating 
Rajali J3haug Sing for the loss u’hich he may sustain by the 
cantonment of a detachment of British troops at Lodhiana, 
and this compensation has been already authorized by the 
orders of Government contained in my letter to your address 
of the 20th rdtimo. The conduct of Bhang Sing has certainly 
been highly commendable, but it must be remembered that, 
while he sacrificed no interest for which he will not obtain 
an equivalent, he has derived in common with the other 
Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledsfe the solicited benefit 
of the British protection. 

8. An obligation to effect the restoration of the district 
of Lodhiana to the family of Race Ilias Khaun could only 
be admitted by the recognition of a principle of action which 
would require the interposition of our infiuence and power in 
all other similar cases, our cognizance of which cannot justly 
be expected, nor prudently exercised. To pursue the dictates 
of abstract justice and benevolence by the indiscriminate 
redress of injuries, beyond the limits of our admitted authority 
and controul, would be to adopt a system of conduct of which 
the political inconvenience and embarrassment would not be 
compensated b}" the credit which might attend it. 

4'. For these reasons, the Governor-General in Council 
does not deem it expedient to adopt either of the measures 
suggested by Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, and the com'peu- 
sation, or rather the remuneration, proposed for Rajah Bhaug 
Sing is the less necessary, as you rvill observe by my despatch 
of the 13th ultimo, and my separate despatch of this date, 
that the occupation of the military post of Lodhiana is only 
intended to be temporary, and that consequently the fort and 
the ground at present occupied by the British detachment 
will revert to that Chief. 

5. A copy of this letter will be transmitted to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and to Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Ochterlony. 
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36. From Lieutenant- Golonel D. OciiTERiois'r, Gommandimj 
at Loodeana, to N. B. Edmonstone, Esquire, Chief 
Secretary ta Oovcrnmeiit^ Fort William^ — Eo. 9, dated 
28tli March 1809. 


As it appears from the communications of JMr. Metcalfe 
that he is apprehensive the delays which have occurred in the 
surrender of Furreed Kote orig-inate in a deep laid system of 
deception and for purposes hostile to the British interests^ I 
take the liberty to press an early consideration of the proposi- 
tions contained in my dispatch No. 8 ^ as best tending to secure 
the cordial co-operation of the Chiefs on this side the Sutledge. 

2. jMy own secret intellig-ence from the iLajah-’s Durbar 
coincides also with the Envoy’s information that Jodh Sing 
Kulseeah is the most strenuous advocate for war^ and I 
would humbly submit to the Right HonEle the Governor- 
General in Council the necessity of ordering provisionally, 
and in the event of actual hostilities, the immediate seizure 
of the districts and villages held by that Chief, to remain 
in a state of sequestration till the re-establishment of peace, 

3. I should be inclined to recommend their instantaneous 
distribution amongst those Chiefs who have manifested the 
most zeal and steadiest adherence to the British interest, if 
the Sikh character admitted of such demonstrations of our 
generosity and good-will. But if any circumstances of policy 
should induce His Lordship to resume the grants and restore 
the lands to Jodh vSing, I am apprehensive no previous 
explanation would prevent the grantees from considering such 
a measure as much an infringement of their rights as though 
they had been long in actual possession. 

4. Unaccountable as such conduct might seem and how- 
ever unnatural such a character may apjiear, it is not the less 
true, and in my long acquaintance with mankind I have 
never seen a race so strongly characterised by an almost 
brutal ignorance, selfish depravity, shameless falsehood, un- 
principled cunning and a suspicion so excessive that even 
benefits must be long felt before they are received as uncon- 
nected with some sinister design, 

' 3'1 Bunra. 
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37 - From A. SETOy, Fsqnire, Resident at Dehli, to N. R. 
EsMoysToyr, Fsquiref Ghief Secretary to Government, 
Fort Willidm, — 'dated 1st April 1809. 

I HAVE tlie lionour to transmit beretvitii a despatch No, 9 * 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony to your address, u’hich 
that officer transmitted oi^en for my perusal. 

2. As far as I have 3'-et been able to ascertain the n'ishes, 
doubts and expectations of the friendly Sikh Chiefs on the left 
bank of the Sutledge, I think it my duty to take the liberty of 
respectfully submlttiug it as mj’- humble opinion that nothing 
■would be more likelj" to tranquillize the minds and secure the 
confidence of those Chiefs than the adoption of the suggestion 
contained in Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony^s despatch No, 8 
(under date the 17th March) - to your address. If the principle 
of the suggestion be honored -ndth the .approbation of Govern- 
ment, it may perh.aps be deemed desirable to accelerate its 
execution, with the view of counteracting the intrigues now 
practising bj' the DeAvan of Luniect Sing and others for the 
purpose of rendering them doubtful and diffident as to the 
ultimate intentions of the British Government. I have every 
reason to believe that, if Itajah Bhaug Sing now manifests 
a degree of anxiety which he did not at first express on the 
subject of our occupjfing the fort of Ludhianoh, it is entirely 
to be ascribed to the effect of the intrigues to which I now 
allude, I have endeavoured, but with less success than I 
wished, to tr.aucpiillize his mind b}' observing to him that the 
occupancy of the mere fort cannot bo attended with loss 
to him, since the ground is totally unproductive ; that the 
presence of the British troops, by jn-eserving order and reg- 
uhiritj^ in the district, must promote its general prosperity ; 
while the ready market for every sj^ecies of produce Avhich the 
vicinit}’- of the cantonment affords must greatlj" add to the 
value of the land. From It.ajah Bhaug Singes replies to letters 
from me, containing these and other arguments, it forcibly 
strikes me that a new influence of a pernicious and counter- 
acting nature operates upon his mind, and I attribute it to 

* 36 supra. 

- 34- supira. 
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the intrigues of the emissaries of Mohkum Siug’^ the Devran 
of Rajah Runjeet Sing^ — a circumstance which renders me 
extremel}^ desirous to convince Rajah Bhang Sing and the 
other friendly Sikh Chiefs in a similar predicament, that the 
British Government has it not in contemplation to over-set 
their independence. 


38 . From N, B. Ddmoxstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel Oca- 
TEELoyr, Commanding at Lodhiana, — dated lOtli April 
1809. 

I AAi directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
No. S, dated the 17 th ultimo^ enclosing statements of the 
conquests and grants of Rajah Runjeet Sing and of the 
estimated revenue and militarj establishments of the Sikh 
Chiefs between the Sutledge and the Jumna, and submitting 
to the consideration of Government a plan of arrangement 
calculated to determine the exact nature and extent of the 
relations which shall hereafter subsist between the British 
power and those Chiefs, and to communicate to you the 
sentiments and resolutions of the Right rion'’ble the Gover- 
nor-General in Council on the points to which your despatch 
relates. 

3. With this view it is necessary to refer to the funda- 
mental 2:)rinciples and objects of the jjolicy which has been 
pursued with relation to these Chiefs and to apply them to 
actual circumstances and to future contingent events. 

3. The views of the British Government in declaring 
these Chiefs to be under its protection coincided entirely with 
their interests and wishes at the time when that deelaration 
was promulgated. They had experienced the effects of that 
rapacity and usurpation on the part of Rajah Runjeet Sing 
against w'hieh they had previously solicited our protection. 
The career of his violence and ambition was arrested by the 

' 3-t supra. 
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interposition of the British Government^ and while we pvxrsued 
the dictates of our own interests^ by .setting bounds to the 
progress of his usurpations we established a just claim to 
the gratitude and attachment of the Chiefs who derived the 
immediate benefit of that exertion of our influence and power. 
It is true the advance of a detachment of British troops to the 
Sutlcdge was connected with a precautionary sj^stem of 
defensive arrangements against the expiected danger of a 
Breueh invasionj but it involved also the effectual protection 
of the Chiefs on this side of that river and was proximately 
directed to that object. Their entire satisfaction at the 
advance of the detachment therefore was naturally to he 
expected, and appears to have been evinced. 


4. It is to be assumed as a principle that the interests 
of these Chiefs are incompatible with the interests and designs 
of the Rajah of Lahore. It is their object to he independent 
of his controul, hut only in the degree in which the British 
protection is necessary for that purpose to be dependent upon 
us. Obligations, however, between States, as between individ- 
uals, must to a certain extent he reciprocal, and the true point 
of policy is to balance those obligations. It is equally our 
interest, as it is the interest of the Sikh Chiefs, that the 
Rajah of Lahore should not be suffered to extend his dominion 
over them, and therefore their concurrence and co-oporation 
in measures admitted ou hotli sides to be necessary for that 
-purpose might reasonably he expected, hut this bond of com- 
mon interest would be materially weakened, and confidence 
■and attachment would give place to jealousy and aversion 
if our interference in their concerns should impose upon 
them obligations of a nature to place them in a condition of 
'■absolute dependence upon our authority and of subjection to 
our controul. All that our interest requires of them is that 
they should facilitate the execution of measures of which the 
object is their security and advantage as well as our own. Of 
this description is the optional march of our troops through 
'the territories under their authoilt}'. But this measure may 
eventually be expedient at a. time when to them it may appear 
unconnected with any object in which thej' have fi direct and 
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immediate interest. The right, however, must he asserted aud 
nraintaiiied on the gn'ound o£ the dependent relation in which 
they are placed towards the British Government by the per- 
manent protection afforded them. The report contained in 
your despatch now acknowledged warrants a belief that they 
already apprehend a diminution of the independence they 
formerly possessed and an encroachment on their rights, and 
that they view the position of our troops as a means of 
establishing over them a direct contronl. It is of importance 
therefore, as you have observed, to apprize them distinctly aud 
without delay of the relation in which they are in future to 
stand towards the British power. It is also, for the same 
reason, of importance to regulate that relation by the principles 
above described, and in a manner calculated rather to confirm 
their confidence than to secure advantages by demanding 
concessions referable to future events and not to the actual 
situation of affairs, nor indeed would any stipulations not 
couformahlc to their own sense of interest secure such advan- 
tages. 


Orders of ' 
Government 
as to the 
declaration 
of policy to 
be made to 
the Protected 
Sikli Chiefs, 


5. At the date of the instructions to which j-ou refer 
events were contemplated of a nature to require, on the basis 
of common interest, the establishment of more intimate re- 
lations with the southern Chiefs. The expectation of such 
events cannot now be pleaded as a ground of argument for 
demands applicable only to their occurrence. Our interference 
in the concerns of the »Sikh Chieftains relatively to each other, 
abstractedly considered, was never an object of interest to this 
Government; a commixture in their dissensions and disputes 
must ever he embarrassing and vexatious ; our interference in 
their internal concerns was intended only in the degree which 
might be unavoidable at a time when by the position of our 
troops the British authority mig’ht he said to he planted 
within the limits of their possessions, and which might be 
necessary on a principle of iudulgeiit and conciliatory attention 
to their interests. It forms no part of the general objects of 
our policy, nor is it necessarily connected with the obligations 
of general protection which we have assumed. 
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Orders of 
Govcrnmeut 
fis to t!ic 
declaration 
of pol'cy to 
1)0 made to 
the Protected 
S;kli Chiefs, 


G. Tliis view of the subject is substantiallj described in 
my despatch of the Gtb of February^ but Government hardng 
recently bad occasion to enter more directly into a discussion 
of the subject and to communicate its sentiments to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, I am directed to transmit 
to you the enclosed extract from that communication. 


7. It only remains to state to you the precise terms 
of the declaration to be promulgated among tlic Sikhs on 
the subject of their future relation towards the British pou-er^ 
with reference to the vieAvs and principles described in the 
enclosed document and in the present letter ; and the Gover- 
nor-General in Council is of opinion that it may be limited to 
the following points : — 


Isi, an assurance of permanent protection from the 
authority and controul of Rajah Puunjeet Sing. 

2ndl}j, their exemption from all pecuniary tribute. 

ordl^, their continued exercise of the same rights and 

o 

authority that they have hitherto enjoyed with- 
in the limits of their respective possessions, 

that they shall afford every facility and ac- 
commodation to the British troops whenever 
Government shall judge necessary^ for purposes 
connected with the general interests of the 
State^ to march its troojis into their country. 


that they shall zealousl}^ co-operate with the 
British power on any invasion of their countiy. 

S. The Governor-Genei'al in Council will have no objec- 
tion to the addition of the 4th and 5th articles suggested in 
} our dispatch^ both on account of the_ reduction of charges 
on Europe articles required when a British force may he in the 
country of the Sikhs and on horses purchased for the Cavalry, 
and as an indication of the acknowledged supremacy of the 
British power, which could not perhaps without some degree 

0 disci edit be subjected to the payment of duties to Chiefs 

1 acec in a condition of dependence upon it. 
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9. The Governor-General in Council is also of opinion 
that it would be advisable to suffer it to b(> generally under- 
stood that the advanced post at Lodhiana is not intended to 
be iDermanent. 

10. You are authorized to convey to the Sikh Chiefs in 
such mode as you may judge proper a declaration to the effect 
above described. 

11. lam directed to observe, before closing this despatch, 
that the statements Trhich accomj)anied your letter now ack- 
nowledged contain much highly desirable information. 

13. A copy of this despatch will be tvansmitted to His 
iEvcellencv the Commaridej'-Jn-Chief njjd to the Jlesident nb 
Delhi. 


39, Erom Lieutenant- Colonel D. Ocbterlo-ki', Commanding 
at Loodeana, to N. B. Edmoxstone, Esquire, Chief 
Secretary to Government, Fort William , — No. 11, dated 
Loodeana, 19th April 1809, 

On the 7th instant I had the honour to address His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, No. — — ^ to which not 
having yet received a reply, but concluding my application 
has been forwarded and being most anxious to preserve the 
favorable opinion which honored me by the selection for this 
command, I am induced to submit to the consideration 
of His Lordship in Council a copy of such part of the 
corresiDondence I have maintained with His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief as will account for the recpiest I have 
deemed it necessary to make. 

In general I have forborne to make any comment, because 
a consciousness of rectitude will not submit to the lano-uao'e of 

to to 

complaint, and accusation would be improper. 

The pointed animadversions of the Rioht HonTle the 
Governor-General communicated in your letter of the 13th 
ultimo ^ appear to have been produced by a letter from the 

’ 33 supra. 
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Sikh Chiefs. 


Justification 
by Colonel 
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Jnstificatiou 
Ijy Colonel 
Oclilcrlony of 
tlie halt of his 
force for 
v liicli lie was 
censured. 


Acljulant-General of T\’]iicli I have yet no other information 
than what your letter has atforded^ nor has His Excellency 
condescended to acquaint me through aii}^ other channel of 
his disapprobation^ or the reasoning on which it was founded. 

In my letter to His Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief 
of the 7 th instant I have considered it an act of justice 
to m3^self to state— what I entreat may he fully understood 
by the Rigdit HoAble the Governor- General — that there was 
no indirect menace of hostility, hut on the contraiy the halt 
was solicited as a boon and received as a blessing. 

5 . It has occurred to me, however, on a re-perusal of my 
letter to Major-General St. Legcr of the 10 th February 
that the indirect menace alluded to may have originated in 
the interchange of messages which took place before the 
conference, and if this) was the fact I must observe that my 
conduct was not only evidently uninfluenced by that message 
in its harshest constniction, but was in direct conformity to 
my instructions to keep only so far in advance of IMajor- 
Geueral St. Leger as to admit of bis being within a day’s 
march to support aiy attack, if necessary. jMy only subject 
of deliberation that night (and I determined only after a 
very considerate and serious review of all my instructions from 
Government, His Excellcucj’’ the Commander-in-Chief and 
the Major-General Commanding in the Field) was whether 
I should proceed direct to m3" ultimate position and singly 
risk the occurrence of hostilities, or whether I should move 
in such a line as would aj^proximate the advance corps to this 
post and to hlajor-General St. Leger^s supporting arm3" at 
the same time. 

6. The conference with the Vakeels on the succeeding 
da3" gave a new aspect to every object, and I 3"ielded to earnest 
entreaty a halt which appeared to me to he in strict con- 
formity with the wishes of GoA"crnment and afforded time 
for the amicable completion of a work which IMr. IMetcalfe^s 
letters informed me was in a favorable train, whilst they 
indicated a supposition that I should remain some time at 
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Putteealali, and clearly evinced tliat I n'as furtlier advanced 
than either that gentleman or the Eajah of Lahore had 
imagined. 

7. His Lordship has been graciously pleased to assign to 
my conduct the praise of g’ood intention, but wn,viug such 
negative applause I vould wish, if the preservation of peace 
was really an object of solicitude, fo urge my claims to superior 
distinction, and with all deference, but with the confidence 
of truth, to assert that, disclaiming as I did all right or power 
of negotiation, the conference with the Vakeels and conse- 
quent halt were at that moment most particularly calculated 
to allay, and did for the time extinguish, the suspicions that 
rankled in the mind of the Eajah of Lahore : it stamped 
irresistible conviction of the time value of ]\fr. Metcalfn’s 
oft-repeated assurances, and I ivould proudly boast that in 
this act alone I gave effect to that officer's endeavours to 
accomplish amicably the objects which the Eight Hon'ble the 
Governor-General had in view, and which would have been 
frustrated if I had acted otherwise than I did, and I prevented 
.the unnecessary occurrence of hostilities without any compro- 
mise of the honor of the British Government, at a time when 
the British Government was desirous of a pacification, and 
when the Eajah of Lahore had not only evinced a spirit 
equally amicable, but bad given proofs of his final submission 
to all the demands which had been the subject of discussion 
nt his Court for a considerable iieriod of time. 


.Tuslificatioii 
by Colonel 
Ocbfccrlony of 
the halt of bis 
force for 
which he was 
censured. 


My re^dy to the letter of the Eajah of Lahore delivered 
to the Vakeels shews no desire to intermeddle in any points 
of negotiation, hut Indicates in firm, tliougli polite, terms my 
determination to examine, if not canton in, onr present 
position ; and if delays have occurred, if suspicions have again 
been excited, they will not be found to originate in any act of 
mine, and I feel tbe greatest satisfaction in tbinkiug that the 
Envoy at Lahore will not hesitate to vouch that he has found 
me most anxious to conform to his suggestions and promote 
the objects of his mission, the interest of the service and the 
dignity and honor of the Government, 



Resignation of 
liis command 
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In entering into tliis detail I have only In view my 
ovm juBtification. To remain in this command when the 
sentiments of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief are in 
opposition to the favorable opinions which called me from 
ohscurity musfcj I fear, he attended with inconvenience, if not 
danger, to the puhlick service, and to myself must prove a 
source of continual mortification and regret. 


40 . From N. B. BD^fOXSTONE, Esquire, OJiicf Secretary to 
Oovernment, Fort Williarri, to Licufenant-Goloncl Ocu~ 
TERLONE, Gommanding at Lodhiana, — Bated 29th Ajiril 
1809. 

The Right Hon-’hle the Governor-General in Council 
has received from the head-quarters of His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief copies of His Excellency’s orders to 
your address of the il3i'd ultimo, of your reply, and of your 
subsequent letter to the Adjutant-General of the 7th instant, 
from which His Lordship in Council has learned with great 
concern that you have judged it necessary to resign the 
command of the detachment posted at Lodhiana. 

2.. On this occasion I am directed to express to you 
the particular regret of the Governor-General in Council that 
your resignation and the circumstances attending it should 
have led to a termination of your command so different from 
that which was contemplated when you were selected for that 
service, and should have required the expression of those 
sentiments of dlsapprohation which accompany the acceptance 
of your resignation and which will be communicated to you by 
the Commander-in-Chief. 

3. The Governor-General in Council is nevertheless 
desirous of rendering the justice that is due to yoiw general 
conduct in the execution of the important duties assigned 
to you, by acknowledging with satisfaction the proofs you 
have aitorded of that activity, local knowledge and judgment 
which first recommended you to the choice of Government, and 
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wliiclij with the single exception. o£ what relates to the 
Vakeels from Runjeet Sing, have entitled every part of your 
political conduct to approbation. 

4. The minute and satisfactory information which jmn 
have furnished respecting the possessions, power and dis- 
positions of the different Chiefs on this side of the Sutlcdg'e 
is deemed worthy of particular acknowledgment, and your 
judicious suggestions and advice respecting the policy to be 
pursued in that country, and the relations to be established 
with it, have become in truth the foundation of the measures 
which have been adopted by Government on these important 
subjects. 

5. The Governor-General in Council has great pleasure 
in conveying to you this testimony of approbation of that 
part of your proceedings which appears to him entitled to 
it, and His Lordship in Council has only to regret that 
the points which are deemed reprehensible in your conduct 
are of a nature too important to admit the suppression of 
sentiments calculated to excite painful sensations in your 
mind, but demanded, in the judgment of the Governor- General 
in Council by the occasion, for the maintenance of subor- 
dination both in the Civil and i\Iilitary Department of the 
State, 


6. You will be pleased to deliver over the public docu- 
ments in your possession connected with the political duties 
of your command to the Resident at Delhi. 


41 . Letter from Licufcnant-Golonel L). Ocutekloni', to Eaja 
Sahib Sie’oii of Pntfeealali, — dated 2nd May 1S09, 

When I bad the pleasure of a personal meeting with you 
at Putteealah, and on many other occasions through your 
Vakeel, I had the satisfaction of making you accpiainted with 
the generous disposition of the British Government in sending 
a detachment of troops for the protection of the Chiefs on 

J O 


he.?ignai!ou of 
liis command 
by Colonel 
Ocbterlony 
and orders of 
Government;, 


Letter from 
Colonel Ocli- 
terloiiy to tlie 
Kaja of 
Patiala. 



98 LUDHIANA AGENCY EECOEDS, 1808-09. [ Chap. 


Letter from 
Colonel Ocli- 
terlony to 
the Baja of 
Patiala. 


this Bide o£ the Kiver Sutledge in assent to your and their 
repeated application to be protected from violence and oppres- 
sion. A Treaty has also been concluded on the iloth of April 
1809 lietiveen Kajah Hunjeet Sing and Mr. j\Ietcal£e on the 
part of the British Government in -which it is particularly 
provided that Rajah Runjeet Sing shall in future abstain 
from the acts of violence which he had been accustomed to 
pursue^ and in which he has renounced in future all right and 
authority to interfere with the Chiefs of Malwah. 


Agreeably to this Treat}^, of such benefit to the interests 
of all the Chiefs and particularly to you^ by which you are all 
received into the protection of the British Government, I am 
convinced that, in retiun for such distinguished display of 
tlielr favor, you will seek the pleasure of the British Govern- 
ment above every other consideration. 

For your further satisfaction I have the pleasure of 
acquainting you with the substance of instructions which I 
have just received from Goveimment regarding the Chiefs 
of Malwah : — 


Isf . — In [future the country of all the Chiefs on this side 
of the river shall be guarded from the encroachments of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing. 

2nd . — For the protection thus gmnted to the Chiefs no 
tribute shall be demanded. 


3rd . — The Chiefs shall remain in full exercise of all 
their usual and former rights and ^^I'ivileges in their own 
possessions. 

4ili . — Should the British army, through -^-iews of general 
w^elfare, have occasion to pass through this country, the Chiefs 
shall to the utmost of their power assist the British troops 
wdth supplies and every other necessaries. 

5tJi . — Should an enemy approach from any quarter for 
the purpose of conquering the country on this side of the river, 
all the Chiefs, agreeably to the rules of friendship and of 
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mutual interest^ sliall join their force to those of the British 
and make one cause in expelling the enem}^ 

CfJi - — All Europe articles which may be bringing for the 
use of the army shall he allowed to pass without the demand 
of the duty by the Tliannadars and Sai/crJars of the several 
Chiefs of Malwah. 

7ni . — Also all horses for the use of the armj^ ptrrchased 
in the district of Sirhind or au}* other quarter, the bringers of 
which are provided with passports from the Resident at Dehli 
or Officers Commanding the district of Sirhind, shall he 
allowed to pass without duty. 


(True translation.) 
K. B. STUART. 


42 . Translation of an IttaUali-nameh addressed to the Chiefs of 
the country of ilaUvah and Sirhind on this side of the 
River Sutledgc, — dated 2nd May 1S09. 

It is clearer than the sun and better proved than the 
existence of yesterday that the marching of a detachment 
of British troops to this side of the river Sutledge was 
entirely at the application and earnest entreaty of the several 
Chiefs, and originated solely from friendly considerations in 
the British Goveruinent to preserve them in their possessions 
and independence. A Treaty having been concluded on the 
25th of April 1809 between Mr. Metcalfe on the part of the 
British Government and iMaharaja Runjeet Sing, agreeably 
to the orders of the Right Hondde the Govern or- General in 
Council, I have the pleasure of publishing for the satisfaction 
of the Chiefs of the country of klalwah and Sirhind, the 
pleasure and resolutions of the British Government as con- 
tained in the seven following articles : — 

1st . — The country of the Chiefs of JMalwah and Sir- 
hind having entered under the British protection, they shall 
in future be secured from the authority and influence of 
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Proclamation 
to tlie Cis- 
Sutlcj Chiefs. 


IMaliaraja Ruiijeet Sing conformably to tbe terms of the 
Treaty. 


8)1(1 . — All the country of the Chiefs thus taken under 
protection shall be exempted from all pecuniary tribute to 
the British Government. 


5;vZ. — The Chiefs shall remain in the full exercise of 
the same rights and authority in their orvn possessions which 
they enjoyed before they were received under the British 
protection. 


4fJi . — Should a British force on purposes of general wel- 
fare be rcv^uired to march through the country of the said 
ChiefS; it is necessary and incumbent that every Chief shall 
within his own possessions assist and furnish to the full of his 
power such force with supplies of grain and other necessariesj 
which may be demanded. 

5th . — Should an enemy approach from any quarter for the 
purpose of conquering this country^ friendship and mutual 
interest require that the Chiefs join the British army with 
all their forces, and exerting themselves iu expelling the 
enemy act under discipline and proper obedience. 

Gfli. — All Europe articles brought by merchants from 
the eastern districts for the use of the army shall be allowed 
to pass by the Tliconiadars and Sayo'dars of the several Chiefs 
without molestation and the demand of duty. 

lih . — All horses purchased for the irse of the Cavalry 
regiments, whether iu the district of Sirhind or elsewhere, the 
bringers of which being provided with sealed ralidaries from 
the Resident at Dehlie or Officer Commanding at Sirhind, 
shall be allowed to pass through the country of the said Chiefs 
without molestation or the demand of duty. 


(True translation.) 
K. B. STUART. 
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43 . From Lieutenant-Goloncl D. OonTHUZONT, Gommanding Proclamation 

at Loodcana, to N. B. EoMoysTOWF, Esquire, GJvief „ 

^ J Sutlej Cluefs. 

Secretary to Government, Fori William, — JYo. 13, dated 

Loodcana, Gtli May 1809. 

I DATE tlie lionor to transmit you lierewitli a copy of 
a letter^ wntli translations^ written to the Raja of Putteealali 
in consequence of the instructions contained in your dispatch 
of the 10th ultimo. ^ 

3. Similar letters have been written to all the southern 
Chiefs who solicited our protection, vaiying' only in trifles 
adapted to the person addressed. 

, 3. I have also given to all the Vakeels in attendance 
on me an Ittillah or Ishtiar nameli, a copy of which, with 
translation, I have also the honor to transmit under the en- 
velope, and copies of this latter document have also been sent 
to the restored Chiefs of Khar, Furreedkote and Mullair 
Kotlah, as well as to the actual dependants of Raja Runjeet 
Sing possessing lands on this side of the Sutledge, with the 
exception of Jodh Sing, Kuhsiah, to whom I have delayed the 
transmission, as, the conduct of that Chief having been 
represented to the Right Hon’ble the Governor- General, an 
official paper of this nature might be construed into an act 
of indemnity interfering with His Lordship’s decision, whilst 
the exception for a short period will augment his estimation of 
any lenity shewn. 

d. I have omitted hitherto to mention that, notwith- Loyalty of 
standing my repeated observations to Rajah Bhaug Sing 
and Bhye Ball Sing that their attendance with their troops 
was no longer necessary, these Chiefs as well as those of 
Putteealah and Nabah declined the permission to depart till 
the actual surrender of Rurreedkote convinced them of the 
certainty of an amicable accommodation of all difierences. 

5. The whole conduct of Rajah Bhaug Sing had been 
marked by such a sense of propriety and attachment that 
I could not refuse to his solicitation the usual presents on 

‘ 38 stipra. 
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Question of 
retention or 
otherwise of 
Ludhia.ua. 


Ills taking leave, wliicli denote favor, and, though by no means 
so ivell satisfied trith Bhye Lall Sing, I found I could not 
make a distinction between them, without entering into dis- 
cussions which had now become unnecessary and of accusations 
which he would deny and I was not disposed to support. I 
therefore gave to both the customary presents at their taking 
leave. 


G. The communication of the determination of Govern- 
ment to withdraw this post at an early period I have ventured 
for the present to withhold, as the expenses which have been 
incurred, both in the fort and in establishing cantonments, 
may Induce the Bight Hon-’blc the Governor-General to 
change that intention, and in this reserve I have been further 
induced b}'' orders from His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief indicative of a longer continuance at this post than 
appears to have been in contemplation when your letter was 
written. 

7. Feeling as I do the fullest conviction that the pro- 
tection of the Southern Chiefs has been fully effected by the 
declaration of the right to protect, it appears a contradiction 
to attach much value or importance to this place as a post, 
more particularly when I acknowledge that some of the incon- 
veniences described in your letter will doubtless be experienced, 
but I cannot contemplate its relinquishment without a very 
sincere regret, estimating its importance only as connected 
with that yet possible event which first suggested the advant- 
age to be derived from the maintenance of a force in this 
advanced position. 

8. As it affects the Rajah of Lahore, it is certainly 
a menacing position, but as an object of jealousy it will every 
day be viewed with more and more indifference as our for- 
bearance and moderation become more conspicuous. As a 
grand step in advance towards a European enemy, it cannot- 
I should imagine be considered unimportant, and as a perpetual 
memento of the obligations due to us by the Chiefs we protect 
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and of the fidelity and attachment n'e have a consecjnent rig-ht 
to expect it ndll have its nse. 

9. Whatever Raja Bhang Sing may urge to the contrary^ 
he must in time (if not already) be fully sensible of the grea-t 
advantages derived from troops being stationed in the district^ 
and the possession of the fort and ground occupied by the 
cantonments kept for purposes of exercise u'ould be amply paid 
for at Rs, 500 a month or Rs. 6,000 per annum. 


44 :. Translation of a letter wiilioiit date from Itaja RuNJirrT 

Si KG, 


I HAVE received your kind letter conveying to me agree- 
able news of your welfare, health, and acquainting me with the 
unjust conduct of Goorbha Sing towards Kesar Sing in 
having taken possession of several villages belonging to the 
latter, recommending me to take cognizance of the affair, also 
other particulars. 

I have already written to Goorbha Sing ordei'ing the 
evacuation of the places belonging to Eesar Sing and for- 
bidding his oifering any Injustice to the said person and a 
servant on my owm paR has received the strongest charg-e and 
injunctions to caution him in future against conduct -whicii 
may cause your disapprobation, which he has been ordered to 
■pay every attention to avoid. Should any unworthy coudued 
a second time proceed from him you may depend that proper 
notice shall be taken of it. You have alluded that he might 
be the means of (God forbid) estranging the mutual friend- 
ship. Dear SR, what can this mean ? By the blessing of the 
self-sufficient Disposer, a Treaty of mutual good-will and 
friendship has been happily concluded between the two mighty 
States, and unceasing pains are taking on both, sides for its 
preservation. It cannot be impaired by the iustigation of 
Buch a person, who shall not even be allowed to draw his 
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breatljj but for tbe good of both States. As fax as regards me 
and this affair, you may put your mind perfectly at ease. It 
would be very improper to represent it to Calcutta, and I hope 
this shall not be done. In every instance I have taben, and 
shall take, proper care that there be no cause of difference 
considering both sides to be a family of one. I hope you will 
without ceremony write to me on any affair or business, 
assured that I shall accomplish the same. May the days of 
joy and happiness belong to your wishes. 

(True translation.) 

K. B. STUAET. 


45. From Lienienant-Coloncl B. CjRrr, Military Secretary 
to the Gominandcr-iu-Ohicf, to A. Setox, Esquire, 
Besident at Eehli, — dated Head Quarters, Meerut, 23rd 
May 1809, 


Kcslpination 
liy Lieuton- 
nnt-Colouol 
Ochtei'louy of 
liis command 
at Ludbiina. 


By direction of the Commauder-in-Chief, I liave the 
honor to transmit for your information copy of a General 
Order dated d2nd instant, directing Lieutenant-Colonel Och- 
terlony to resign the command of the detachment of British 
troops at Loodhiaua to Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchinson, the 
next senior officer, when it may be convenient to him to 
do so, and jmu will perceive by the accompanying copy 
of my letter to the latter officer that he has been apprized 
of the intentions and wishes of Government rco-ardincr 

CD O 

the civil duties which may devolve on him in his new 
command. 


With reference to the iilth paragraph of Mr. Edmon- 
stoue s letter to my address of the 2.9th April, respecting the 
instructions of Government to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterloiiy, 
under date the 10th ultimo, I have in obedience to His 
Excellency s command addressed a letter to that officer, of 
which the enclosed is a copy, and w'hen I am honored with his 
you shall be made acquainted therewith. 
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Enclosure to 45. 

From Lieutenant- Colonel P. Gjrei', Military Secretary to tie 
Commander-in- Chief , to Lieutenant-Colonel E. Oguter- 
LOEY, Commanding at Ludhiana, — dated Meeriit, 22nd 
May 1809. 

When I liad the honor to address you on the SOth 
instant it did not appear to the Conimandcr-in-Chief that 
any instructions regarding the political functions of youT 
command were necessary. It has^ however, since occurred to 
His Excellency as well as to Mr. Seton that, in the event of 
your being engaged in any correspondence with the Sikh 
Chiefs in the course of carrying into effect the instructions of 
Government to your address under date the iOth ultimo, and 
of your having made to them any explanatory communications 
which are not final, it would he. His Excellencj^ conceives, for 
the advantage of the public service that you should continire 
to hold your present command until the whole he determined, 
since it would be much more easy for you to finish what 
you have begun (more especially while at Ludhiana) than for 
the Eesident at Delhi to take up the business and bring it to 
a conclusion. 

It is, however, by no means the wish of the Commander- 
in-Chief that the above suggestion should occasion your 
detention at Ludhiana one moment longer than may be agree- 
able and convenient to you. For this reason no alteration 
takes place 'in the order for the transfer of your command to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchinson, which is worded as His 
Excellency had directed before he deemed it advisable to 
desire me to address you on this subject. 

46 . From Lieutenant-Colonel E. Oceterlony, Commanding 
at Loodeama, to N. B. Edmoestoxe, Esquire, Chief Secre- 
tary to Government, Fort William, — dated Loodeana, 
25th May 1809. 

I HAD last night the honor to receive your letter of the 
29th ultimo,^ and on the evening of the 23rd instant I 
received from the Military Secretary to His Excellency the 
Commander-in- Chief a copy of your dispatch of the same date. 

^ 40 supra. 


Eesignatloa 
l)y Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel 
Ooliterlony of 
Ills command 
at Ludhiana. 
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3. I feel mj-self perfectly inadequate to express tlie 
regret;, contrition and gratitude, Trliicli these communications 
have excited, and I can only hope that His Lordship rvill do 
justice to those sentiments rrhich I have not langnage to 
define. 

S. I -would Avish to think that there are few officers in 
the service rrho expect and exact more rigid attention to the 
essentials of discipline from those under his command than 
myself, and I feel a firm persuasion no one is more disposed 
to shoAV respect, deference and obedience to superiors ; it was 
not therefore -without very sincere concern that, -whilst I felt 
myself compelled to acknowledge the force and justice of 
CA^ery argument in your address to Lieutenant-Colonel Carey, 
I was also obliged to admit that I had permitted cirenm- 
etancGs and feelings to lead me apparently to act in direct 
contradiction to my principles and practice. 

4. Submitting therefore Avitli the utmost deference to 
His Lordship^s decision and acknoAi’ledging with gratitude 
the lenity I have experienced, I trust I may be permitted, 
witliout transgressing tbe bounds of respect, to attempt to 
extenuate, and to this end I must solicit His Lordsbip^s 
attention to a distinction Avbicb, however erroneons, bad a 
considerable share in tbe censure of the Right Hon^ble the 
Governor-General. 

5. It struck me that a general order grarnly promul- 
gated on full and mature deliberation might be considered as 
essentially different from a letter of instructions written under 
tbe impression of an inaccurate and erroneous report. A very 
strong and important fact Aras unknown to His Excellency 
when the letter of the 33rd of IMarcb was -written, and I 
conceded it not onl}’- justifiable but necessary to report for 
His Excellency's information that tbe insult and aggression 
alluded to appeared to me to barm originated in tbe circum- 
stances of Captain hlattbeAvs encamping under tbe Avails of a 
fort of the Rajah of Lahore A\-ith less ceremony than AA-oukl 
baAe been observed at one of our oAvn, and it therefore became 
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necessary I sliould appeal to tliose customs and usages udiicli 
were familiar to His Escellcncy, aud tlie iuCriugement of 
wliicli on tlie part of our troops the Commaiider-in- Chief was 
not then aware of. 

6. An investigation had been ordered, but the Adju- 
tant-General’s letter was written before the result of that 
investigation had been reported to His Excellency, and what 
is noticed in the 11th paragrapli of your letter to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Carey as objections to the Commander-in-Chief’s 
order were meant only as observations arising from the very 
great diftercnce which appeared between the investigation 
by hlajor Adams aud report of Captain IHatthews. ]\Iy 
expressions have very imperfectly conveyed my meaning, 
if they seem to imply disobedience or even an objection 
unjustified by that variation, and which were submitted to 
His Excellency’s judgment and consideration, not merely as 
an act of duty, but with a hope that they woidd prove 
acceptable. 

7. In the midst of a native territory where every 
peasant is armed, where shooting at a mark is a constant 
practice, where every revolving moon is ushered in by a 
discharge of muscpietry, aud the celebration of every festival 
is attended with a waste of gunpowder, I confess I felt 
myself embarrassed hj^ instructions .which seemed to me to 
leave the population of the country at the discretion of 
any officer who might interpret accidents into aggnession, 
mistake morriraeut for insult, or resent indiscretions produced 
by his own intemperance or misconduct. In elucidation of 
these suppositions I hope I may he allowed to refer to the 
report of Major Adams where the Tlianalidar declared that 
the shots fired were at a mark, where it is proved that 
the followers of Captain Matthews’ detachment unmolested 
purchased grain and other articles of necessary consumption, 
and v'here it is shown that in order to form a road for his 
guns that officer threw part of the glacis into the ditch. 

8. IMy principal aim in submitting these observations 
to His Excellency’s consideration was a hope that they would 
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produce such a modification of the order as rvould at least 
transfer the discretionary power of inflicting- punishment from 
every Subaltern entrusted with the command of a small 
party to the otfleer holding the general command of the 
detachment. In the attainment of this object^ dictated by 
strong feeling, I certainly had no thought of the Raja of 
Lahore or Iris adherents, the Emmy or my own political duties. 
It was an effort to obviate measures which appeared to me 
unirecessarily harsh and severe, and I am at this moment 
convinced that if 1 had been happy enough to have made my 
motives intelligible, iirstead of being suspected of premeditated 
disrespect and disobedience, I should have been considered to 
have rendered a service most gratefirl to His Excellenc;y'^s 
feelings and disirositiou. I entreat His Lordship will believe 
my most solemn assurances that I had not the most distant 
idea of disrespect, and that I lament most sincerely that my 
language could bear an interpretation so foreign to my 
intentions, or lead to an idea of either civil or military 
insubordination equally repugnant to my principles and dis- 
tant from my contemplation. 

9. Of my resignation I shall not offer a defence. It 
arose not from any hut many circumstances, some of which 
would he unnecessary and some perhaps improper to he 
brought forward. I must l)e dead to every sense of honor, 
amhitioii and interest if I could he insensible of the importance 
of my command and of the great and flattering distinction 
it conferred. It was not therefore without reluctance that I 
yielded to a strong conviction that it was the most accejffahle 
sacrifice I could make to His Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, and would in the strongest and most satisfactory 
manner evince my dutiful respect for his sentiments, opinions 
and wishes. 

10. The view in which His Lordship has seen my 
conduct must he a subject of regret, but, wdulst I acknowledge 
with sentiments of profound gratitude that even under these 
impressions justice has been tempered by mercy, I c.annot 
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but indulge a bope tbat there may be found In this respect- 
ful explanation some circumstances which will palliate my 
errors and induce His Lordship not altogether to withdraw 
those favorable sentiments which first honored me by the 
selection for this command^ and which have even in this last 
instance condescended to soften the severity of reprehension. 
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47. From Lieidenanf-Onlonel E. OcnTERT.osr, Commanding at 
Loodeana^ to Lieutenant- Colonel Caret, Military Secre- 
tary to His Excellency the Gommander-in- Chief , — dated 
Loodeana, S6tli May 1809. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter accompanying' the copy of a dispatch from Mr, Secre- 
tary Edmonstone to your address and your private letter of 
the 22nd instant. 

In His Excellency’s Concurrence in the opinion held by 
the Eight Hon’ble the Governor-General I feel the sineerest 
satisfaction, but I cannot too often repeat tbat, however 
unfortunate I may have been iu my expressions, I never for a 
moment intentionally violated the deference and submission 
due to His Excellency’s situation and authority. 

Of my resignation I .shall not offer a defence unless by 
a reiteration of my assurances that I thought it the strongest 
proof I could at the moment give of my respectful submission 
to His Excellency’s supposed opinions, but the impressions 
under which that resignation was offered having been removed 
by your kind and candid private communications, I cannot 
transmit the enclosed copy of my dispatch to i\Ir. Seton 
without acknowledging that it would be most grateful to 
my feelings to owe my restoration to the command to His 
Excellency’s recommendation, not only as it would affect me 
in the opinion of Government on the only point which has 
incurred their unqualified censure and disapprobation, but as 
it would evince His Excellency’s concurrence in the indul- 
gent view taken of my conduct by the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor- General in Council. 
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48. From Xii cut enani- Colonel D. OcnTuniONr, Commanding 
at Loodeana, to A, Sewn, Esquire, Resident at Delhi , — 
dated 26 til May 1S09. 


Arrangomentg 
consequent on 
tlio rcsign.a- 
tiou of liis 
command by 
Colonel Ocii- 
tei'lony. 


I DO not lose a moment in ti'ansmitting’ you a copy 
o£ a letter ivlilcli I have received from the hlilitary Secretary 
to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chlef. 

2. In thus eaflj'- drawing your attention to this letter 
and to the observations which I shall have the honor to make 
on the arrangements which it has pleased His Lordship to 
make in consequence of my resignation of this command, I 
am governed by a sense of duty which supersedes every 
apprehension of their being liable to a suspicion of an 
interested or selfish nature. 


8. The letter from His Excellenc3"'’s Secretary supposes 
that I may have made some communication of a description 
which not being final may require explanation or elucidation, 
and for these purposes alone His Excellency, concurring in 
opinion with you, conceives it of importance to the pnblick 
service that I should remain till they are completed. Of 
this description, however, there are only two which are likely 
to require particular reference to Government, and it is 
probable instructions on both may arrive before I can reach 
Kuruaul, which will render all reference unnecessary. 

4. It is not therefore on any ground of effecting' a 
final explanation of any particular business, but on general 
principles of possible publick advantage and utility, that I beg 
leave to solicit your opinion how far, under my notion of 
probable benefit, it would be expedient or proper for me to 
remain in the actual discharge of mj'' political duties till the 
further pleasure of His Lordship in Council can be received. 

5. You are already apprized of the reasons which for 
the present have induced me to withliold any communications 
respecting the probability of the relinquishment of the ad- 
vanced position, and you are aware that the Kajah of. Lahore 
has received intimation that in all cases where he deems 
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it necessary lie is to correspond and communicate with and 
through me as the Officer Commanding' at Loodeana. 

6. The extensive districts held hy himself and his 
dependants, the defection of some, his right to others, and 
the recpiisite permission to pass troops to this side of the 
Sufcledge for the chastisement of the disaifected, and the 
general eontroul of all, have been already the present cause of 
correspondence and must he, from the nature of the Treaty 
and the locality of the command, a continual recurrence. 

7. To appeal in all such eases, trivial perhaps and 
unimportant in their nature, but of obvious necessity to 
pursue, to you at Delhi will be such an additional burthen to 
your other duties, and occasion so g’reat and injurious, and of 
course disgusting delays to the parties interested, that I con- 
sider it a duty to suggest to you, with your concurrence and 
support to His Excellency the Commauder-in-Chief, either 
that I should remain in command in the exercise of my 
political functions till the pleasure of Grovernment is known, 
or that His Excellency should take on himself to select such 
officer as he may deem competent and invest him with similar 
powers under his own authority. 

8. As I have taken the liberty ever since my resignation 
to state my ideas of the importance of this post, it would 
be intrusive to press the subject again on the attention of 
His Lordship in Council, l^ut I hope it will not be deemed 
presumptuous if 1 venture to suggest an arrangement, in the 
event of a continued determination to withdraw the post of 
Loodeana, wliich in my humble judgment would preserve 
many, if not all, the advantages wuthout any very material 
expense or inconvenience, which is to retain possession of the 
fort and to garrison it wuth such a number of companies as 
His Excellency may think proper, and that it should be made 
the stationary residence of an officer, civil or military, who 
under your orders should have charg’c of all political commu- 
nications with the Eajah of Lahore and a general eontroul 
and superintendence of the southern Chieftains. 


Arran gemcn Is 
consequent on 
the resigna- 
tion of bis 
command by. 
Colonel Oeb- 
tcrlony. 
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9. Witliout an interference bej'ond tbe Trislios and 
intentions of tlie Riglit Hon^’ble the Governor-General in 
Council^ I feel a conviction that much anarchy and discord 
amongst the Chiefs may he avoided hy the simple eA:pres- 
sion of his wishes or recommeildation. Their dependence and 
submission wonld he confirmed, and all references respecting 
the passage of troops or any other communications w'ith the 
Rajah of Lahore would be easily accelerated, whilst the officer 
so stationed w'ould, with proper management, beep np such 
correspondence and obtain such intelligence as may eventually 
prove of the first importance. 

10. The mere occupancy of the Tort of Loodeana hy a 
few companies I consider of the greatest consecpience, and the 
experienced abilities, address, firmness and judgment of Mr. 
ISIetcalfe could in no place he more usefully employed till a 
wider field is offered for the exercise of his approved talents. 

11. In consequence of the opinioas and ohseiwations 
which I have here ventured to offer, I shall consider myself 
at liberty to avail myself of His Excellency's idea of pub- 
lick expediency and remain lii command till I receive His 
Excellency’s further orders on a consideration of this letter. 
At the same time I earnestly recpiest you will forward my 
letter express to Government, for unless His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief thinks my propositions inadmissible or 
improper, I cannot think myself justified in quitting the 
command, unless relieved of my political functions on the 
spot, also till the Right Honorable the Governor-General is 
in possession of my sentiments. 

49. From Lieidenant-Goloncl D. Oc^Tl:nLO^’r, Commanding 
at Loodeana, io A. 8£T0 n, Fsqulre, Besident at Delhi , — . 
demi-official dated 26th May 1809. 

CoxvixcED that a person vested with political functions, 
and competent to communicate when necessary with the 
Rajah of Lahore, is of more importance, or at least of as much 
importance as the post itself, I have sent you the accompany- 
iug public letters express. 
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It is particularly necessary and important 'vrliilst the 
detachment remains_, but I have already said that protection 
is given by assuring the right to protect. Tet so many^ and 
BO various, are the cases for a Political Agent, so much added 
toil would he imposed on yon, and so many benefits would 
I conceive arise from one being stationed in the Port of 
Loodeana in my opinion, that I should have been guilty of a 
most repreheusible neglect and a more unworthy silliness if 
I had suffered any circumstances to restrain an unreserved 
communication of my sentiments on an occasion so iinportanti 

"Were I the Commander-in-Chief, I should not hesitate 
to order Metcalfe to Loodeana or invest some military man 
with my political duties pro iempoU. If the detachment 
is to be withdrawn he can retire from political power with 
it, hut it is my deliberate opinion that such a situation should 
esist even if tlie detachment is withdrawn. I earnestly 
recprest you will forward my letter by express to Government^ 
for, unless His Excellency thinks my propositions inadmissible 
or improper, I do not, I cannot, think myself justified in 
quitting the command till the Goveruor*Gencral is in posses^ 
sion of my sentiments. 

No delay need take place in the transmission, as I have 
sent a copy to the Secretary for His Excellency's information,, 
opinion and orders. 


50. From A. Betook, Fspiire, Resident at Delili, to Lieuien^ 
ant- Colonel D, OcHTEiiLoyr, Commanding at Ludliianch , — 
dated 29tli May 1809. 

I AM just honored by the receipt of yoUr dispatch of 
the 26th instant,^ stating it as your opinion that your 
quitting Ludhiaiieh without leaving at that post some person 
vested with political authority to correspond with Rajah 
Runjeet Sing and other Sikh Chiefs for the purpose of 
adjusting without delay the numerous matters of reference 
likely to occur, would be attended with inconvenience to the 
public service. 
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2. I have no hesitation in achno-n’leclging- that^ in my 
humhle opinion^ your view o£ the matter is very just^ and 
that;, for some time at least, the furtherance of the public 
service would he promoted by continuing’ to station at Ludhi- 
aneh a person of ability, experience and, local knowledge, 
vested with political powers for the purpose of adjusting 
without delay all disputed points and all those matters of 
doubtful right, w'hich may he expected to take place, until the 
happy operation of the late amicable arrangements, by soften- 
ing animosity and inspiring confidence, shall have lessened the 
probability of any such occurrence. 

3. The above, however, is only the unimjiortant opinion 
of an insignificant individual. Until the pleasure of the 
Eight Honorable the Governor-General in Council can he 
known, it will rest with the wisdom of His Excellency the 
Commander-iu-Chief to adopt such arrangements as he may 
deem expedient and suited to the circumstances of the 
pecasion. 

P.S . — A copy of this letter shall be sent to the IMilitary 
Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-iu-Chief, as also, 
accompanied by a transcript of your letter to my addi'ess, to 
the Chief Secretary. 


51 - Erom A. Seto'N, Esquire, Resident at Dchli, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel P. G.iREr, Military Secretary to His Excellency 
the Gommander-in-Clnef , — dated 29ili May 1609. 

Havixg received a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Och- 
terlony expressing his sense of the inconvenience to the public 
service with which his cpritting Ludhianeh at this particular 
time would probably he attended, unless he were authorized 
to make over to some able and experienced person on the 
spot the charge of the political branch of his appointment, I 
have the honor to transmit a copy of my reply, which you arc 
vecpiested to be pleased to lay before His Excellenc}’- the 
.Commander-in-Chief, to 'whom it wmuld appear Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony has already submitted a copy of his letter 
to my address. 
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62 . From Lieutenant- Colonel P. Carej', Military Secretary 
to the Gommander-in- Chief , to A. iSetox, Fscyuire, 
Itesiclent at Dehli, — dated 31st May 1809. 

I Hj^ve received tlie lionor of yowr letter of yesterday^s 
date, transmitting' tlie copy of yonr reply to Lieutenant^ 
Colonel Oeliterlony's dispatcli to your address of the dOth 
instant. 

The Comniauder-in- Chief is much obliged for the com; 
mnnication of your sentiments ou the measure proposed l3y 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, whose wish to retain the 
command of the Post at Ludhiana, you will perceive l)y the 
accompanjdng copy of a letter which I have this day addressed 
to him. His Excellency has approved uutil the pleasure of 
Government can be known. For your further information I 
have the honor to enclose a copy of the Lieuteuaut-ColonePs 
letter to which mine is in reply. 


53 . From N. D. LID.^[OXSTOXE, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Coa- 
ernment, Fort William, to A. Setox, Esqizire, Resident 
at DcJili, — dated 3rd June 1809. 

You will be apprized by my letter of this date to Mr. 
IMetcalfe, tmnsmitted to you under an oj^en cover for your 
perusal, of the intention of the Honorable the Governor- 
General in Council to direct a communication to you of his 
sentiments regarding the conduct of Jodh Sing of Chicherow- 
lee as described in JMr. IMetcalfe^s dispatch No. 85, and I 
now proceed to execute the orders of Government upon that 
subject. 

3. The general principles, which must regulate the de- 
termination of Government on the question submitted to its 
consideration by ]\Ir. Metcalfe, rvere stated in my letter to- 
your address of the 30th of March, and need not therefore be 
repeated. That Jodh Sing would have united his interests- 
with those of Lunjeet Sing in the event of a rupture between 
the British Government and the latter, is more than proljable,, 
but to proceed to the punishment of the former for acts which_. 
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Orders In con- altliougli tliey manifested that disposition, -o'ere of a character 

neotion with ^uch less hostile than those which have been overlooked 
the conduct 

of the Chief in Eajah Runjeet Sing- himself, would m the judgment of 
of Kalsia,. Lordship in Council he inconsistent and discreditable, — 

inconsistent, because the acta of Etrnjeot Sing- in which Jodh. 
Sing may he considered to he implicated by his adherence to 
the interests of the former have been consigned to oblivion, 
and conseq^uently to punish the adherent of Ennjeet Sing 
would be collaterally to resent the conduct of the latter when 
all cause of difference has declaredly ceased to exist ; and 
discreditable, because it might expose us to the imputation of 
being guided in selecting the object of our resentment by 
motives of apprehension rather than of justice, and of inflict- 
ing upon the weak and defenceless the punishment of offences 
which superior power and means of resistance had induced us 
to compromise or overlook in another, 

8. No act of positive hostility appears to be alleged 
against Jodh Sing. His reported- advice to Eunjeet Sing 
on the subject of resisting the requisitions of the British 
Government cannot well he stated as an exception, since it is 
stated merely as a report, and cannot therefore form a ground 
of proceeding. As Mr. Metcalfe observes, he had that interest 
at stake with both Governments which would naturall}" lead 
him to temporize, and he had received benefits, not, like the 
other Sikh Chiefs, injuries, at the hands of Eunjeet Sing. He 
was not therefore equally concerned with them in the measures 
adopted for their protection, 

4. In the present state of amicable connection with Eajah 
Eunjeet Sing, Jodh Singh’s attachment to the latter cannot be 
considered an offence against the British Government ; but, as 
Mr. Metcalfe observes, it will he a ground of suspicion and a 
cause of Augilanee if ever that connection should be impaired 
or dissolved. In the meantime, however, so long as Jodh Sing 
shall abstain from any acts of an hostile or unfriendly nature 
towards the British Government it would be a measure of 
injustice to deprive him of his possessions. 
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6. On tliese grounds the Governor- General in Council 
is o£ opinion that, with respect to the lands which he possesses 
on this side o£ the Sutledge, Jodh Sing should be included in 
the general arrangement prescribed vdth regard to the other 
Sikh Chiefs placed under our protection. 

6. The Governor-General in Council regrets that Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony should have excepted Jodh Sing 
from the number of the Chiefs to whom he transmitted the 
proclamation declaring the nature and extent of the relations 
in future to subsist between the British Government and the 
dependent Chiefs, because that omission was a tacit acknowl- 
edgment of his dejrendance upon Bunjeet Sing, even for the 
lands which he holds on this side of the Sutledge. It is the 
wish of His Lordship in Council therefore that the same 
declarations should be made to him which have been made to 
the other Sikh Chiefs. 

7. Mr. Metcalfe has observed that if the late conduct 
of Jodh Sing should not be noticed, and if he should enjoy 
every advantage in common with those who acknowledge the 
protection of the British Government, his case would afford a 
bad example to others. But the advantage which others are 
to derive from our protection, that of being relieved from the 
hazard of the Ilajah'’s future encroachments, is not under 
present circumstances an object of solicitude to him, and 
consequently there is no standard of comparison between their 
case and his. On the other hand, it is consistent with the 
general system of our late arrangements, and even forms a 
part of that system, to consider Jodh Sing as far as respects 
the territory in his possession on this side of the Sutledge 
among the number of those who are placed in a condition of 
dependance upon the British Government. In extending to 
him therefore the declaration of our protection we prosecute 
our own views rather than confer on him an acknowledged 
benefit, and the evil example of bestowing equal advantages 
on those who have manifested their attachment to our cause 
and those who have opposed it cannot be considered to touch 
the present question. 
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7. Tlie preceding observations bear reference to a part 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s letter No. 13, dated the 
6tb nllimoC Yon rrill receive in a separate dispatch the 
instructions of Gor^ernment with reference to the other points 
of communication contained in that letter and in Lientenant- 
Colouel OchterlonyY letter of the Ith ultimo. 


54. Fwvi N. B. Edmonstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, Fort William, to A. Setox, Esquire, Resident 
at Belhi, — dated Srd June 1809. 

In my dispatch of this date I had the honor to inform 
you that I had been directed to communicate to you in a 
separate address the iustructious of Government on the sub- 
ject of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s dispatches Nos. 13 
and 13, dated respectively the dth and Gth of jMay. The 
instructions of Government arc necessarily addressed to you in 
consequence of Lieutenant- Colonel Ochterlony’s resignation 
of the duties of his late command. 

2. To provide for the case of your not having received 
copies of those dispatches, transcripts of them are enclosed. 

3. In the 5th paragraph of his dispatch No. 12, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ochterlony has justl}^ anticipated the determi- 
uatlon of the Right Honorable the Governor-General in 
Council on the question Avhich it rvas the object of that 
dispatch to submit to the consideration of Goverument.- 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony acted with propriety in restor-; 
ing to Bhuuga Sing the districts of Burareh and Udaweh, 
w'hich had been wrested from him by Rajah Rnnjeet Sing 
dni'ing his last expedition to the southw'ard, although those 
lands w'ere formerly usurped by Bhnnga Sing and by an act 
of personal interest, invoLdiig, however, an act of justice, had 
been restored by Runjeet Sing to the legitimate owner. The 

* 43 sttjjra. 
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reasons, wliieli appear to tbe Governor-General in Council to 
preclude any obligation on the part of the British Government 
to investigate the legality of the titles to lands possessed by 
the Sikh Chiefs antecedently to the Rajah of Laborers last 
expedition and wrested from them on that occasion, having 
already been fully stated in the dispatch to which Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony refers and in my letter to his address of 
the Gth of February, it is unnecessary to renew the discussion 
of that subject. It is sutRoient to signify to you the desire of 
the Governor- General in Council that should it be rerpiisite 
to announce the decision of the British Government on the 
question stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, you will 
explain the principle of our proceedings with regard to the 
RajaVs recent concjuests, namely that of placing the territ ories 
between the Sutledge and the Jumna in the same condition 
with respect to actual occupation as that which existed at 
the period of the Rajah of Lahore’s last expeditio]i withont 
entering into an investigation of anterior rights. The Gover- 
nor-Gcncral in Council does not deem it necessary under 
present circumstances to pass an}^ observations on the tenor of 
the Proclamation stated to have been issued under the orders 
of the hlajor-General commanding in the field, of which a 
copy and translation form enclosures in Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony’s dispatch No. 12. 

4. The te rms of the Proclamation jiromnlgaled by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony among the Sikh Chiefs, as reported 
in his dispatch No. 13, are conformable to the instructions of 
Government contained in my letter to his addres.s of tlie 10th 
of Ain-il.i His Lordship in Council, however, observes that 
the declarations stated in the circirlar letters, wTicli Lientenant- 
Coloncd Ochterlony addressed to the Rajah of Putteealah and 
others, differ in language, though not perhaps in substance, 
from those of the Proclamation, and some inconvenience may 
possibly arise from this variation, esq)ecially from the terms of 
the 1st Article, which in the circular letter declares the country 
of all the Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge to he under the 
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’ 38 su}>i'a. 
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Compensation 
to the Raja of 
JWncl for tbo 
occupation of 
Ludbiautt, 


Orders 

Tcgardlng the 
tenure of 
the post of 
Ludhiana. 


protection, of fclie British Government^ Tphilst in the Proclama- 
tion this declaration is properly qualified by a reference to the 
provisions of the Treaty, -which recognizing certain dependants 
of the Rajah on this side of the Sutledge cannot be supposed 
to include them in a guarantee intended to operate against his 
encroachments and authority. This error, however, cannot 
now he rectified, as the letters cannot be recalled, and all that 
can be done is to draw your attention to it in order that you 
may he prepared, when the occasion may require it, to explain 
the actual intentions of the British Government with respect 
to all persons holding lands between the two rivers. 

6. I am directed to express to you the wish of the 
Governor- General in Council to receive a statement of the 
Chiefs and territories thus placed under the protection of the 
British GoAmrnment and of those which are excluded by the 
terms of the 2ud Article of the Treaty, 

6. The Governor-General in Council entirely approves 
the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony in conferring 
the usual presents on Rajah Bhaug Sing and Bhye Laul Sing 
on the occasion of their taking leave. 

7. Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony having stated in his 
dispatch now referred to that the sum of 500 rupees per 
mensem would form an ample compensation to Bhaug Sing 
for the loss which he sustains by our occupation of the post 
of Lodhiana, His Lordship in Council authorizes the payment 
of that amount from the date of the arrival of the detachment 
at that post until it shall he withdrawn. 

8. With regard to the expediency of withdi'awlng that 
detachment, the opinion and determination of Government as 
already declared are not altered by the observations stated by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony on that subject. The question 
has been fully discussed, and it only occurs to His Lordship in 
Council to add that the jiroprlety of manifesting a confidence 
in the Rajah of Laborers adherence to the faith of his en- 
gagements renders the removal of the detachment almost a 
ueceBsary consequence of the conclusion of the late Treaty ; 
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foi’j the detachment having been stationed for the express 
purpose of guarding against the RajaVs encroachments vhen 
the conclusion of a Treat}’" embracing that oljject was not 
under contemplation, its continuance would manifest a 
distrust of the RajahT faith now pledged by a solemn en- 
gagement to abstain from those encroachments which the 
detachment "was intended to prevent, and, although the Rajah 
has been compelled to acquiesce in its continuance, the res- 
toration of real confidence is incompatible with that exterior 
indication of mistrust which the permanent establishment of 
a British post at Lodhiana for the piu'pose above described 
necessarily involves. You "null accordingly observe that the 
Governor-General in his letter to the Rajah of Lahore, on 
this assumed ground of reliance on the RajahY public faith, 
has declared the intention of withdrawing the detachment 
as soon as it shall be found convenient, maintaining at the 
same time the privilege of marching troops into the territories 
of our dependants beween the two rivers whenever occasion 
may require. 

D. Cojries of both my dispatches of this date to j^our 
address will be transmitted for the information of His Ex- 
cellency the Commauder-in-Chief. 

10. I am directed to take this opportunity of observing 
that the means of coinmiinication with Rajah Ruujeet Sing, 
the necessity or which with reference to past transactions is 
likely to he frequent, would be materially facilitated if the 
Rajah could he induced to station a Yakeel at Delhi, and this 
jjoint is accordingly recommended to your attention. 


55. From R. Seton, Esquire, Resident at Eehli, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel E. OcuTERLONr, Gommandinq at LmlJiianeJi , — 
dated llili June 1S09. 

I HAVE the honor to transmit a letter to Rajah Runjeet 
Sing, which I request yon to he pleased to forw.ard to him as 
speedily as possible, as it contains the ratified copy of the 
. Tr’caty concluded between the British Government and that 
Chief, and as it is extremely desirable that it should reach 

IG 
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Lini on or before tbe 21'th of this montli^ as INIr. jNIetcalfe 
engaged that it should be in bis possession within two months 
from the 25th April last. 


56 * From A. Seton, Esrjiiiire, Resident at Delili, to N. E. 

Ei>monstone, Escjiiire, Chief Secretary to Government, 

Fort WiUiain, — dated 12th June 1809. 

When hlr. Metcalfe left this part of the country to 
proceed to the Presidenej’’, he took the precaution to request 
me to open any public dispatches to his address which might 
reach this placCj aud iu the event of their containing’ instruc- 
tions w'hich recpiired being carried into immediate execution^ 
to do, wdthout delay, -u’hatever might be neecssar}-, — a desire 
wdiich had a p>articular reference to the expected arrival of the 
ratified copy of tbe Treaty concluded between the British 
Government and Tajah Itunjeet Sing. In eonformity to 
that desire, I opened your dispatch of the 30th ultimo to 
j\Ir, INIetcalfe, w'hich rcachetl Dchli j'esterday afternoon, 
and, finding that it contained the ratified copy of the Treaty 
in ciuestion, aud that it was deemed desirable that it shoidd 
be delivered to that Chief within two months from the 25th 
April last, agreeably to the engagement of hlr. Metcalfe, 
I thoug’ht it my duty to forward it w’ithout delay. I 
accordingly dispatched it last night to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochtcrlouy at Ludhianeh aud requested him to transmit it 
immediately to Lahore. It was accompauied by an ex- 
planatory letter from myself to the Lajah, a copy and 
ti-auslation of which, as also a copy of nyy letter to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony, you will be pleased to receive 
enclosed, 

2. The necessary communications on the sidjjcct shall he 
made by this nightk post to His Excellency- the Commander- 
in-Chie£ and to IMr. hlctcalfe. 
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Enclosure to 5G. 

Translalion of a let lor from tJio Besiclent at Beldl to UajaJi 
Bunjejot Sis^g of Lahore. 

When ]\Ir. Metcalfe delivered to you the copy under his 
seal of the Treaty concluded between the British Government 
and you, he engaged to procure, within the space of two 
months from that time, the ratification thereof under the 
signature of the Right Honorable the Governor-General in 
Council, The copy of the Treaty so ratified has now reached 
this place, and would have been delivered to you by j\Ir. 
jMetcalfe had he still been with you. But, as that gentleman 
is now on his way to Calcutta, the pleasing task of forwarding 
it devolves upon me. You will accordingly be pleased to 
receive it herewith, and are recpiested to have the goodness to 
return the copy formerly delivered to you by IMr. IMctcalfe. 

I cannot but consider myself as peculiarly fortunate in 
thus being the medium of conveying to you an instrument 
establishing the relations of an amity and a concord so 
desirable and which will last to the end of time. 

In a few days yon will receive the reply of the Right 
Honorable the Goveruoj’-General to your friendly letter to 
His Lordship. Meanwhile the accompanying’ ratified copy 
of the Treaty is foinvarded wdthout awaiting the preparation 
of that reply, in order to secure its delivery to you within 
two months, as engaged by kir. Metcalfe. 

57. From N. L. Fdmoestone, Esquire, Chief Sccrctarij to 
Government, Fort William, to Liciiteuant-Golonel Ocii- 
TERLoyr, Commanding at Lodhiana, — dated 13th June 
1800. 

I KM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
of tho 25th ^ and 27th ultimo,” and the Resident at Delhi has 
transmitted for the information of Government copies of 
your letter to his address of the 26th, and of his rejdy ", the 
whole connected with the communications contained in my 

' -IG supra. 

" Not printed. 

^ -iS, 40 and 50 supra. 
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I!cstoratioii despatcliGs to youi’ address and to that o£ the Military Sec- 

Ochtcrlony to to liis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the 29th 

Ills commaud q£ April. ^ 
at Ludhiana. 

2. The sentiments expressed in your letters of the 25th 
and 27th ultimo are considered by the Right Hon’’ble the 
Governor-General in Council to be in the highest degree 
creditable to your candor and to those honorable principles of 
which the uniform tenor of your public conduct has afforded 
uncpestionable proof. His Lordship gives imjdicit credit to 
the explanations which you have afforded of the motives and 
objects of your proceedings in those points in which they have 
aj^peared exceptionable, and has no hesitation in authorizing an 
assurance that the errors of judgment ascribed to you on the 
occasion of the late resignation of your command, — errors 
admitted to originate in the excess and not in the perversion of 
the spirit of public zeal, — have produced no .alteration of those 
favor.able sentiments which induced the Governor-General 
in Council to select jmu for the duties of that command ; 
and His Lordship in Council is hajrpy to avail himself of the 
oi^portunity afforded by the recommendation of His Excel- 
lency the Commander-In-Chief of continuing yon in the 
command of the detachment and in the exercise of the 
functions originally vested in you so long as the post at 
Lodhiana shall be maintained. The .arrangement described 
in my despatch to His Excellency’s hlilitary Secretary of the 
29th of April is accordingly suspended, and the necessary 
intimation to this effect wall be immediately transmitted to 
His Excellency and to the Resident at Delhi. 

3. Under the arrangement adopted in consequence of the 
resignation of your command, the instructions of Government 
on the subjects of your dispatches Nos. 12 and 13, dated the 
dth and 6th ultimo, have necessarily been addressed to the 
Resident at Delhi. Copies of them are now enclosed for your 
information and guidance. If at the period of his receipt of 
this communication the Resident at Delhi shall not have en- 
tered upon the execution of those instructions, that duty will 

* 40 supra. 
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clevoh'o upon you. In a contraiy case tlie nature and extent 
of Mr. Seton^s proceeding’s 'n’ill of course determine tlie 
pracfcicalulity of tlie transfer, and tliis point IMr. Seton null 
be directed to adjust in concert rvitli you. 

4<. The Grovernor- General in Council Las given due 
attention to the observations contained in your letter to the 
Resident at Delhi of the 26th ultimo ^ on the subject of the 
maintenance of the post of Lodhiana, either by the continu- 
ance of the ndiole detachment or by the occupation of the 
Eort with a proportionate garrison, a military or civil officer 
being at the same time vested with political powers for the 
adjustment of locrd questions. 

5. His Lordship in Council observes that the ground 
of your suggestion still supposes a more extended and minute 
superintendence and guarantee of the rig-hts and iiossessious 
of the Chiefs on this side of the vSutledge, and a greater 
interference in their concerns than is consistent with the ul- 
timate object of our policy as described iifniy dispatch to your 
address of the 10th of April ^ ; and, adhering to the opinions 
and views therein stated, His Lordship in Council retains his 
solicitude for the early and entire evacuation of the post 
of Lodhiana, even although the maintenance of it, in the 
modified form suggested by you, were compatible with the 
declaration contained in the Governor-General’s late letter to 
the Rajah of Lahore and with the considerations stated in 
the 8th paragraph of my dispatch of the 3rd instant ^ to the 
Resident at Delhi. Unless any new circumstances shall have 
arisen, motives of convenience as it respects the period of 
the march of the detachment towards the British territories, 
and of policy as it relates to the countenance which it may 
afford to hlr. Elphinstone’s eventual retreat from attach 
through the Punjaub (on which point the sentiments of 
Government have already been communicated to His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief), can now alone be permitted 
to retard the evacuation of the post of Lodhiana, 

^ 48 supra. 

- 38 supra. 

54 supra. 
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Question of 
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6. You will infer from tlic tenor of tbe present com- 
munication tliat; in tlie possible ev^ent of your baving f|iiitted 
Lodbiana previously to Uie receipt of this dispatch^ it is tbe 
v’isb of tbe Governor-General in Council that you should 
return and resume tbe command. 


7. I am furtber directed to inform you that tbe orders 
relative to tbe cessation of your civil allo\vance of 500 rupees 
per mensem are to be considered as rescinded, and also that 
Lieutenant K. B. Stuart is to continue to bold tbe situation 
of Persian Interpreter with tbe salary annexed to it. 


58 . From N, B. Ed.vonstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocn- 
TERLONr, Commanding at Lodhiana, — dated 26th Dme 
1809. 


Oi'itei's I'c- 
ganUiig' the 
rotentiou of 
iho post of 
Ludhiana. 


I All directed to transmit to you for your information tbo 
enclosed copy of a letter this day addressed by me to tbe 
Military Secretary to His Excellency tbe Commander -in- 
Cbief. 


Enclosure to 5S. 

From N. B EDOfOESTOXL, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Cnncr, 21ilifary Secretary to Jlis 
Excellency the Conunandcr in Chief , — dated Fort William, 
the 26th June 1809. 

I a:\i directed to acknowledge tbe receipt of jmur dispatcb 
under date tbe 7tb instant, in reply to tbe observations of 
GoA'ernment contained in mj^ letter of tbe 29tb of April on 
tbe cprestion of withdrawing tbe military post at Lodbiana. 
IMr. IMetcalfeY despatch No. 90 on tbe same subject has also 
been received. 

2. Tbe Eight Honourable tbo Governor-General in 
Council deems it unnecessary to pursue tbe discirssion of a 
subject which has .alread}'- been placed in eveiy light in which 
it is susceptible of being viewed. "Whatever tbe opinion of tbe 
Governor-General in Council may still be of the inconvenience 
and embarrassment attending tbe maintenance of tbe post of 
Lodbiana, the security of tbe main object of oiu' polic}^ 
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tliati of preventing' tlie extension of lla.jali Eunjeet Singes 
dominions over the territories between the Satlcdge and the 
Jrrmna no'vr placed under our protection, cannot certain!}^ be 
exposed to hazard by the continuance of the detacliinent at 
that station ; wdiereas that security, in the event of the 
removal of the detachment, forms the most important subject 
of doubt in the minds of those reputable authorities whose 
opinions, founded on local knowledge and experience and 
directed by judgment and abilities, are entitled to the greatest 
weight. 

3. This consideration therefore, combined with a due 
respect for those high authorities, has induced the Governor- 
General in Council to suspend his resolution regarding the 
immediate removal of the detachment, and to leave the 
decision of the question to the result of further experience 
and of future deliberation. 

4. His Lordship in Council deems it not improbable 
that, under a knowledge of the reference to Government on 
this question, the Eesideut at Delhi may have judged it 
proper to postpone the transmission of the Governor-General'’s 
letter to Eajah Eunjeet Sing, in which the resolution to 
withdraw the detachment is announced, until ajiprized of the 
result of that reference, and under this suppo.sition another 
letter, in which the passage relative to the detachment is to 
be omitted, will be immediately prepared and transmitted 
to the Eesideut at Delhi, to be substituted for the former. 
But, as the intention stated in the letter to Pbunjeet Sing is 
not only indefinite with respect to the period of withdrawing’ 
the detachment, but is combined with an implied latitude of 
determination respecting the employment of troops in that 
cjuarter without being responsible to the Enjah, the resolu- 
tion stated in this despatch will not be affected by the actual 
transmission of the Governor-GeneraBs first letter to Eajah 
Eunjeet Sing, 

5. A copy of this dispatch will be forwarded to the 
Eesideut at Delhi and to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony. 


OrJci'S ro- 
giii'dlng llio 
rclcntiou of 
the post of 
Ludhiana. 
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Letter from 
the Goveruor 
General to 
Kaja Hanjit 
Singh, 


59 . From A. Seton, Esquire, Besident at Dclili, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel D, OcuTERLON}', Commanding at LudJiianeli , — 
dated SSth June 1809. 

Hayikg received from tlie Chief Secretary a copy of hig 
dispatch of the 34.-th ultimo to your address, I think it my 
duty to re-transfer to you all the eorrespondence with the Sikh 
Chiefs which would otherwise have been conducted through 
me. 

3. The enclosed letter from the Jlight Honorable the 
Governor-General to K.ajah Ruujeet Sing reached me two 
days ago, but, having understood that the road near Tenasser 
was infested l^y robljcrs, I thought it expedient to postpone 
the transmission of it until I should write to Bhaug Sing 
on the subject. Having taken that precaution, I think it 
needless to detain the letter in question any longer. You will 
be pleased to forward it in the manner which you may deem 
most speedy and secure. I also have the honor to transmit a 
copy of a letter from the Chief Secretary to ]\Ir. Metcalfe in 
which it was enclosed. 


Elf CLOSURE TO 59. 

Translation of a letter from the Bight Honorable the Governor- 
General of India, to Bajah Buxjeet Sie'GU, written 3rd 
June 1809. 

I HAVE had the jdeasurc of receiving your letter (reenpitu- 
late that received 34.'th May), and the friendlj^ contents of it 
have aflorded me the highest satisfaction. 

The disposition of the British Government towards jwi has 
uniformly been of the most amicable nature. The mission of a 
gentleman of rank to your Court afforded the strongest proof 
of my desire to cultivate and improve the relations of friend- 
ship between the two State.s. The object of that mission was 
to warn you of an approaching danger, and to propose the 
co-operation of the two States in repelling it, — an object 
obviously incompatible with any other than the most amicable 
views on my part. Even when circumstances rendered it 
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necessary to assemble a considerable force near yonr frontier^ Letter from 
notwitbstanding- the indications on your part of intentions G^Mal 
remote from the dictates of friendship^ — especially the pro- 
positions irbich yon conveyed to Maha Rajah Dorrlnt Row 
>Scindiah through Goor Dj’al Misser and your A^ackeels, 

Inderdeo and Sahib Sing, with the details of which I have 
long been accpiainted, — no attempt was made to disturb the 
tranquillity of yonr dominion, and the British Government 
patiently awaited the effect of amicable negotiations for 
the fulfilment of requisitions, the justice of which was 
unquestionable, and no sooner had you complied with them 
than the main body of the British troops retired from your 
frontier, and I immediately authorized the conclusion of a 
Treaty of mutual and perpetual amity. 

You have now therefore experienced the most irrefragable 

X O 

proofs of the unfounded nature of those apprehensions regai’d- 
ing the views and design of the British Government with 
which interested persons had inspired you, and it affords me 
the highest satisfaction to obsein-e from the tenor of your 
letter that every sentiment of suspicion is now removed from 
your mind, and that you are equally solicitous with this 
Government to preserve and improve the relations o£ mutual 
cordiality and good understanding. 

I repose the fullest reliance on the professions of sincere 
attachment contained in 3 mur letter and on jmur strict adher- 
ence to the engagements which jmn have contracted. Such 
indeed is my confidence in this respect that I shall not now 
thiiik it necessary to maintain a detachment of British trooirs 
in advance for the protection of those Chiefs who are 
guaranteed by the Treaty. I shall consider them secure 
against the encroachments of j’-our servants and dependants 
by tbe faith of j'^our engag’ements. 

It is aceordinglj^ my intention to direct the return of the 
detachment at present stationed at Lodhiaua as soon as may be 
found convenient. Yon are now, however, so well convinced of 
the amicable views and disposition of the British Government 

17 
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I.cftcv from that the continuance or removal o£ the detachment can he a 
matter o£ little concern to you. When the power of the 
Tiaja Ranjit ]\Iarhattah Chiefs Was established in the north of Hindoostan, 

cmgh. ^ ^ ^ 

their troops were frequently advanced into the country between 
the Sutledg'e and the Jumna without occasioning- in your 
mind the slightest apprehension or exciting on your part any 
enquiry or solicitude regarding the object of their advance. 
With the experience you have now had of the amicable 
dls2:)osItion of the British Government and with your 
knowledge of its invariable adherence to the obligations of its 
engagements; which is proverbial throughoirt Hindoostan; I 
expect that 3-011 will manifest the same degree of confidence 
in the British Government. 

I have already transmitted to 3-011 an exact copy of the 
Treat3- as concluded by Mr. Metcalfe ratified 113- m3- seal and 
signatures of the members of this Government; and I have 
now onl3- to express m3- firm hope and expectation that the 
foundations of mutual fidendship and good-will thus happil}- 
established will contiuue unimj)aired until the end of time. 

P.iS. — fin Tcply to the postscript enclosed in the Hajalds 
letter ). — With respect to 3-our desire that the words ^^null and 
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tlie latter auci obtain another from you in its amended form^ 
v^hicli vrould have occasioned much delay. 


60 . From N. B. EnMO^\‘;TO^^l;, Esqm're, Chief Seoreiary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant- Colonel B. 
OcuTERLOsr, Commanding at Lodhiana, — dated 1st July 
1809. 

I Alt directed to transmit to you, for your information 
and guidance, the enclosed copy of a letter this day addressed 
by me under the orders of the Eight Honorable the Gover- 
nor-General in Council to the hlilitary Secretary to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 


Enclosuhk (1) TO 60. 

From N. B. Esjionstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel Ojeet, 
Military Secretary to His E rcellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, — dated 1st July 1809. 

I AM directed to aekiiowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
under date the 13th ultimo, enclosing copies of a letter to your 
address from Lieutenant-Colonel Oehterlony and of your reply, 
on the subject of the aid to be afforded to Eajah Eunjeet 
Sing in the recovery of certain places forming a part of 
his early conrpests, v'hich the original 2 ')rox)rietors, taking 
advantage of the advance of tlie Britisb troops, had resumed, 
and of the expediency of retaining the post of Lodhiana. 

2. hfr. MetcalfeL report upon the former of those tyro 
subjects, contained in his dispatch No. S8, dated the 21st 
of IMay, afforded reason to suppose that the mediation of 
Mr. hletcalfe and Lieutenant-Colonel Oehterlony had secured 
the restoration of the places in question, viz., Bliugta and 
Sydookee, to the Eajah’ s arrthority. On that occasion it rras 
proposed that Lieutenant-Colonel Oehterlony should endeavour 
to persuade the zemindars to submit peaceably to the Ptajah’s 
authority, and if those efforts should fail, that puuishment 
should he inflicted on the part of the Eajah by mutual consent. 
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To this proposition the Eajah agreed, and in a letter to the 
Envoy, received the 16th of April, he -writes as follo-ws : — 

“■'The zemindars of Bhngta and Sydoohee have not yet 
attended. According to Colonel Ochterlony^’s recommendation, 
-when they attend, their fault shall certainly he pardoned; 
and in the event of their delaying to appear an order shall 
he sent to Dewan Mohkum Chnnd to punish the t-wo villages 
■udth the consent and concurrence of the Colonel, and not on 
any account to act differently from the ColoneTs advice.'’-’ 

8. This arrangement seems entirely conformable to the 
mode of proceeding’ recommended by His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and perhaps the controul over the measures of 
the Dewan in recovering the revolted villages, -which contronl 
on this occasion the Rajah has eonsented to place in the hands 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, may obviate the objection 
which on general principles appears to oppose the expediency 
of permitting the Rajah to employ his troops on services of 
this deserij^tion on the left side of the Sutledge, and which 
the Governor-General in Council is disposed to think of 
sufficient force to render advisable the employment of our own 
troops instead of those of the Rajah on similar occasions. His 
Lordship in Council Avill, however, he happy to learn that the 
success of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s amicable mediation 
has precluded the necessity of having reconree to force. 
H is Excellency will harre observed by the tenor of my letter 
to Mr. Metcalfe of the 15th ultimo, a copy of which has been 
transmitted to you for His Excellency's information, that the 
Governor- General in Council recognized the right of Runject 
Sing to re-occiipy the rdllages in question, and approrred 
the interposition of Mr. Metcalfe and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony for the pirrpose of effecting their restoration to 
the Rajah's authority. 

4. j\ry letter of the 2Gth ultimo to your address will 
karre apprized His E.xcelleucy of the resolution of Government 
to authorize the continuance of the post of Lodhiana until 
further orders. It is unnecessary therefore at present to 
resume the discussion of that subject. It appears projrer. 
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liOTrevei-j to advert to a question -ndiicb Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ocbterlony Las discussed in bis letter to your address of tbe 
Gtb ultimo^ and 'wbicb is treated more at large in J\lr. 

Metcalfe’s dispatch No. 93, dated tbe 17tb ultimo, namely tbe Degree of 
necessity of our interference in tbe event of disputes among the'^affa^irs 
tbe Sikb Chieftains and others between tbe Sutledgc and tbe 
Jumna, so far at least as to prevent tbe encroacbmeuts of tbe 

strong on tbe possessions of tbe weak, 

/ 

5. So long as tbe detachment of British troops shall 
continue to occupy its advanced post, tbe Grovernor- General 
in Council is aware that our interference in such disputes 
must in a great degree be unavoidable. It was never tbe in- 
tention of Government publicly to announce a resolution not 
to interfere ; on tbe coutrarjq in tbe instructions of Govern- 
ment to Lieutenant-Colonel Oebterlony of tbe 6tb of February 
it was declared that Government reserved tbe right, without 
acknowledging the obligation, to exercise such interference, 
and in eases in wbicb our neutrality might tend to tbe 
re-establisbment of tbe power and influence of Eajab Runjeet 
Sing within tbe territories under our protection, such interfer- 
ence must be exercised, whether tbe detachment be continued 
or withdrawn, and by this standard it must be regulated. 

The cases stated by blr. Metcalfe exceed tbe limits of those 
petty dissensions in which our interference has been considered 
unnecessary and inexpedient, and are certainly such as wmuld 
require tbe inteiqjosition of tbe British Government, and 
xrnder tbe powers vested in Lieutenant-Colonel Oebterlony 
that oilicer will consider himself authorized to take cogni- 
zance of complaints preferred to him and of occurrences among 
tbe Sikb Chieftains according to tbe general principle above 
described, referring' on occasions of difficulty and doubt for 
instructions to His Excellency tbe Commander-in-Chief. 

6. As His Excellency may not have received a copy of 
blr. Aletealfe’s dispatch above referred to, I am directed to 
transmit enclosed a co^xy ^ of that part of it wbicb relates to 
tbe latter subject of this letter. 

> Xot printed. 
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7. A copy of this dlspatcli will he forwavdeJ to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony for his information and g-uidancej 
and also to the Ecsident at Dehli. 


61 . From A. S^TOy, Fsqnire, Resident at Rellii, to N. R. 

Fdmonstone, Esquire, Ghief Secretary to Government, 

Fort William, — dated ISth July 1809. 

I HAVE the honor to aclvuowledg’e the receipt of your 
letter of the 2-6th ultimo, enclosing' a copy of one to 
the Military Secretary to His Escellency the Commancler- 
in-Chief, eommunicatiug the intention of Government to 
authorise the continuance of the detachment at Ludhiaiieh 
until further orders. 

2. Under the circumstance of the present modification 
of the former arrangement, it is a matter of deep reg-rct to 
rue that I did not take upon myself the responsibility of 
postponing’ the transmission of the reply of the Eight 
Honorable the Governor-General to Eajah Eunjeet Sing, 
until I should know the result of ' the reference made to 
Government on the subject of continuing the post at Lu- 
dhianeh, since my doing so would have left the cpiestion more 
completely .in the hands of Government. I did hesitate as to 
transmitting or withholding’ (for a time) the letter, and I 
did keep it by me from the 2dth of June, when it reached me, 
until the 2Sth, when it was transmitted to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony, as you will have been pleased to observe from my 
letter of that date to your address. What principally induced 
me to forward it (independently of the regularity of so doing) 
w’as the consideration that the communication is so worded 
as still to leave with the British Government a certain 
latitude as to the time of withdrawing the detachment, 
which, the Eajah is informed, will take place ^^as soon as may 
he found convenient,'’^ — an expression which, being rather 
relative than absolute, does not fetter Government, since 
His Lordship in Council is alone to determine when it may 
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be conveuieut, \rifcbout refereuce to the- desire or opiniou o£ 
Rajali Ruiijeet Sing-. 

3, I have tbe bouor to return enclosed tbe letter from 
His Lordsbip to the Rajah which accompanied your dispatch 
of the 26th ultimo. 


62 . Erom 0. LvsniNGTON, Esquire, Acting Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lietitenant-Golonel D. 
OcHTERLoyr, OommancUng at Lodhiana, — dated Stli De- 
cemhcr 1S09. 

I HAVE had the honor to receive and lay before His 
Excellency the Vice-President in Council your letter of the 
8th ultimOj reporting' the resignation by Captain Stuart of 
his appointment as your Assistant and requesting that hfr. 
R, P. Ochterlony be nominated to the vacant situation, and 
to inform you that His Excellency in Council has been 
pleased to appoint that gentleman to be your Assistant in the 
room of Captain Stuart. 


63 . From Lieutenant- Golonel D. OcuTEnioyr, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to G. LusniNGToy, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William, — No. 33, dated Sfh 
Eecemhcr 1809. 

In my last dispatch No. 32 I had the honor to report 
that a Vakeel from Ameer Khan bad made his appearance at 
the Durbar of the Rajah of Lahore. 

2. My intelligence from that quarter since that period 
states that he has not yet received an audience, and the object 
of his mission does not appear to be known or to excite 
curiosity. The inference I would draw from this circumstance 
rests entirely on conjectui’e, but seems warranted when com- 
bined with others which rest on positive information. This 
inference is that, although he has not been publickly received 
on the purpose of his visit in the least, some private channel 
of communication has been adopted, which, having no 
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suspicion of Ameei’ Kban’s proceedings; bas escaped tbe obser- 
vation or attention of my emissaries. 

3. It vras well known and bas formed tbe subject of 
my report to His Excellency in Council tliat great pains 
were taken to conceal tbe arrival of tbe IMabrattab Vakeel; 
and; altbougb be appeared in tbe Durbar; it was only as one 
on a pilgrimage to Jaw'alla Mooky; and be was early sent off 
from Umritsir under an idea that tbe conferences might be 
more private at Lahore. 

4. Large quantities of stores and ammunition are now 
said to be collecting at bis different forts, and be is reported 
to have summoned bis different Chiefs to attend him 
immediately with their respective forces. All this is mentioned 
by both my uews-writerS; who have no communication with 
each otbei'; and it is mentioned certainly in a manner which 
clearly shows that they have no suspicions of its being for 
any purpose in which we have an interest; but merely as tlie 
result of bis general custom at this season. 

5. In tbe Intelligence received yesterday IMokum Cbund 
is said to be ordered to return to Pbiloirr, to which place 
J odh Singh, Kulseeab, is also mentioned in the same paper 
to be ordered; and I received a letter from tbe latter Sirdar 
yesterday which states an intention of visiting bis lands 
on this side on tbe 13tb of tbe moon Zicaud. 

6. Wbetber tbe report bas arisen from this intention or 
whether be is actually ordered to join tbe force at Pbullor; 
I cannot but cousider either in a suspicious light at this 
particular moment; and as such I conceive it my duty to 
report tbe fact; leaving tbe matter of suspicion to tbe superior 
judgment and information of His Excellency in Council. 

7 . Of affairs in tbe DukhaU; or tbe disposition of tbe 
^labrattab Chiefs, I have no information, and my ignorance 
on this subject may lead me to intrude trifles on tbe notice 
of Hie Excellency in Council which I should not do if I -was 
well assured of their amicable intentions, conceiving, as I do, 
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that tlie Uajah o£ Lahore may be led by apprebeusions^ as 
well as by jealousy; to engage in a contest; with a certainty 
o£ support; which he would not attempt single-handed. I£ I 
receive any communication to-day which tends to develop 
his intentions or appears otherwise o£ the least importance; it 
shall be subjoined. 


Enclosure TO 63. 

Translation of Lahore News. 

29th November 1809. 

A LETTER arrived from Begum Sumroo reminding the Nc^s from 
Bajah of former friendship and regretting the cessation of 
his correspondence. A letter was also received from Holkar 
desiring the Bajah to consider him as subject to his advice or 
counsel. 

BibroW; the Vakeel of Scindeah; and Abdoolah Khan have 
not yet been present, not having been called ; but Abdoolah 
Khan has explained himself to Mokum Chund; the whole 
object of which is to invite the Bajah and assuring him that 
if he comes- southward all the Chiefs of that quarter would 
join him and act by his advice. 

In a consultation with Mokum Sing and Jodh Sing, Torey 
or Soorey Wallah (sic), the Dewan humbly represented that 
all the Surdars of the Dekhun were submissive to his wishes, 
and if he would go towai’ds Jej^pore it was probable he would 
meet the southern ChiefS; and the Bajah of that country; and 
might obtain something from the country as moamla and 
excite dread in his enemies. 

The Bajah replied that it would not be expedient for him 
to go that way; unless a principal man with money should 
come to invite his assistance. It would be better to avail 
himself of the disturbances in Cabul, where something might 
be obtained. If on his arrival in Mooltan any one came it 
would be time enough to consider the subject, but for him to 
make the first movement in that direction was not advi.sable. 


IS 
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On tlie 30ili Indercleo Pandit and Bibrow^ Vakeel, Avere 
admitted, and the Pajab, liaviug- beard their rer^^uest, answered 
that lie was g’oing to Mooltan and to write to Scindeali to 
make a movement in advance. 


64. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocuterlont, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to G. Lusuingtoe, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William, — No. 31, dated 6th De- 
cemher 1809, 

The paper of intelligence adjoined to my dispatch of 
yesterday was received at so late an hour that I did not think 
it advisable to delay its transmission for the sake of adding 
any observations or opinions which are only founded on 
suspicion. 

2. It appears, however, my duty to call the attention 
of His Excellency to particular parts, which, if they have 
any foundation in fact, seem worthy of comment, more 
particularly as the habits of the Pajah of Lahore render it 
particularly difficult to discover his real intentions. 

8. In the first place, I cannot view without gi'eat doubt 
the affected publicity of bis answers to the klahratta Vakeels 
and the declai-ation so explicitly'' made of his intended expedi- 
tion to hlooltan ; and the recited consultation with jMokum 
Chund, Avhere he is said to have observed that it neither could 
nor would be advisable for him to engage in the business, 
unless invited by some person hig'h in rank and in the 
confidence of Scindeah supplied wfith cash, seems to mo 
equally liable to suspicion. 

4}. It does not appear to me pn-obable that Puujeet 
could for a moment expect pecuniary supplies from that 
quarter, and it is still less likely that the Dewan hlokura 
Chund should hold out the lure of contributions in a country 
where, if he goes at all, it can only be as a friend and ally. 
In the interview of the 30th he publicly informs the Vakeels 
of his intentions to proceed to Mooltan, but no mention is 
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made of any expectation of money, and he desires them to 
write to their principal to make the first movement, 

5. There are other circvrmstances in the Ahlilar which 
must excite great doubt whether such conversations have 
passed, or whether, if they really occurred, they are not intend- 
ed to deceive. Eunjeeks observations on the state of affairs 
in Cahul and the probable advantages to be obtained from an 
expedition to IMultan and towards Bakar are, on the other hand, 
in strict unison with his known character and disposition ; 
but the observation may have been made under the impression 
that it -waa the one most likely to mislead or deceive. I have 
already observed that Runjeek’s constant habits must make 
it difficult to pry into his real designs, and all that can be done 
is to be as much as possilde guarded against their effects. 

6. Under these impressions I have submitted some time 
since my sentiments and the general outline of a plan for 
strengthening this post, from a conviction that the attack of 
this detachment may be the first proof of a hostile intention. 
The doubts and suspicions which have been lately excited 
in my mind, first by the anxious endeavors to conceal the 
presence of a hlahratta Vakeel at his Durbar, and lastly 
by the public answers they have received, seem to claim 
particular notice and to warrant precautionary measures 
which, although attended with an immediate and unauthorised 
expenditure of the public money, will I trust receive the 
approbation of His Excellency in Council. 

7. In this hope I beg you will do me the honor to sub- 
mit the accompan}dng copy of a letter addressed to Brigade- 
major Brownrigg. My confidence in his zeal for the public 
service, his strict attention and judicious economy, are founded 
on experience, and whilst I calculate on the greatest benefit 
should my doubts prove groundless, I do not feel apprehensive 
of any very great loss to Government should the amicable con- 
duct of the Rajah show them to be erroneous. Even if a total 
loss of the whole sum necessary to supply the detachment 
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for tvi^enty days could Ije supposed^ I sliould still hope that 
His Excellency in Council, taking into consideration the 
peculiar situation of this detachment and its vicinity to the 
main body of the RajalEs force, would still sanction a measure 
which I have ordered reluctantly but on a strong conviction 
of its propriety and necessity. 

8. In addition to this gradual procurement of supplies, 
I shall also venture to incur some ex])ense in the employment 
of such number of haildars as I can collect to throw up such 
works as appear to me most necessary to strengthen the 
position, and in such a manner that they may be connected 
and extended on any m-gent occasion. 

9. To make a reference for a prior sanction of these 
measures, calculating the time which must elapse before I 
can receive a reply, would be to defeat the object, as, admit- 
ting an hostile intention ,in the Rajah of Lahore, it must 
be carried into effect before an answer could be received. 

10. If on the contrary the Rajah should ready be 
amicably inclined, the expense I trust will be too limited, 
when compared with the possible advantages, to excite 
disapprobation, and the very report of those precautionary 
steps may even in the case of hostility induce him to 
relincyrisli any desigm of attack he may have formed on 
account of the smallness of the force. 

11. Having assigned my motives for the measures I 
propose to take, which under any and every circumstance 
I hope will he considered as having no other object than the 
good of the service, I shall wjiit with great anxiety for the 
sentiments of His Excellency in Council. 

lit. It may not be improper to mention, as a mere 
rumour, that the people on this side have strong suspicions 
of a meditated attack on the British territory, and even go 
eo far as to mention how it is to be conducted ; but such 
rumours can only rest on surmise and may not have even 
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tlie slightest foundation^ as the veiT idea u'ould flatter the 
vanity of Eunjeet as evincing a public opinion of his ability 
to cope -with the British power. 


Enclosure to 64. 

Extract of Lahore Intelligence from 1st to 2nd December 1809 by 

another Neics-ioriter. 

The Surdar observed that be thought it would be 
advisable at this time to send a suitable force into the Doab 
beyond the Beah (towards the Sutledge), and also to Kote 
Kapoora to chastise the refractory Berar (.sic) zemeendars^ to 
which the Dewan replied that it would be very proper^, but 
he was afraid there would not be forage for the horses. The 
Eajah said that they might feed on chaff or dig up the 
jungle grass. 

On the 2.9th hurharraTis arrived from Jeswant Eow 
Holkar with a letter iii w'hich, after reminding him of the 
exploits of former Eajahs, whose actions in the time of the 
Emperors had procured them fame, he observed that the 
favor of the Almighty had also given him territories and 
armies, and that he should not be idle at this moment or not 
relinquish his ambitious enterprises, and whenever he chose 
to engage in any enterprise he might consider him as already 
wdth him. 

The Eajah also was very angry with Nuroo MuU, the 
Darogah of the Powder Magazine, who had received an 
advance of money on account of that article, and asked him 
why it was not lodged or delivered in to the Sircar. The 
Darogah assured him that powder to the amount of 10,000 
rupees was making at different places and would very soon 
be ready. 

Note . — The Mews-writers are not supposed to have any 
knowledge or communication with each other. Thej' agree in 
the receipt and contents of Holkar’s letter and corroborate 
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former statements of liis anxiety to procure large supplies 
of ammunition. 

A former altlibar stated that he had demanded to the 
extent of 3 lacs of rupees worth of military stores and 
ammunition from the Surdars of the Punjaub. 

The pretext for sending troops across the Beah^ that is^ 
nearer the Sutledge, looks suspicious, as the force at Philour 
is sufficient to restrain an^r refractory zemeendars in the 
Jullunder Doab. 


65. From Lieutenanf-Golonel D. OcnvERLONr, Gomnianding at 
Loodeana, to G. LusuiNOToy, Fsqitire, Acting Secre- 
tary to Government, Fort William, — No, 33, dated 7th 
Becemher 1809. 

I HA.VE the honor to annex a translation of Lahore 
Intelligence this moment received. 


Lahore Intelligence, 4th Becemher, 1809. 

On the Srd in the evening about 7 o^clock a letter was 
received by Deby Doss, Moonshee, from Goorsahy Mull, 
Mutsuddy at Bhera Kooshah, informing him that Sujah- 
ul-Moolk had sustained a very severe defeat and with very few 
attendants had arrived at Lyah, Bakkar or Bayor fsic), where 
Mohamed Khan had lu'esented him with near twenty 
thousand rupees, horses, &c. ; that he then came on to Bhera 
Kooshab with only 20 horse, and he himself had sent him 
such things as were necessary and proper. On the 3nd day 
after his arrival at Bhera Kooshab he proceeded to Zemaun 
Shah’s camp. 

Moonshee Deby Doss took the letter immediately to the 
Kajah, who was surprised ; but this morning sowars from 
Jewan Sing of Rawul Pindy arrived confirming the intelli- 
gence of his defeat and stating his arrival at that place. The 
Kajah, who had previously determined to send Hannoo Sing, 
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now immediately sent for Bulrsliy Kliooseally and, 

haA'ing given Irim Id^ihliahs, &c., and 300 rupees for his 
expenses, directed him to pi'oceed instantly with the Yaheels 
of Zemarm Shah. 

Accordingly this clay he took his departure with 
elephants, horses, &e., &e., and 2,000 rupees for both 

Zemaun Shah and Sujah-nl-Moolk, and has proceeded to 
Eawul Finely. 

This intelligence seemed to excite a variety of reflections 
to the Ea.jah, but he Scuid himself to Molvey Ahdoola : If 
His hfajesty should eall me, I am ready. My troops are at his 
service, and I will do everything in my power to effect his 
re-establishment.'’ ■’ 


66. From Lieutenant' Colonel D. Ogiiterlont, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to C, Lv suiyGToy, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William,-— No. 39, dated 17th Decem- 
ber 1809, 

I HAVE the honor to transmit translations of Lahore 
Intelligence to the loth. Whether the Vakeels of Holkar and 
Scindeah, who attend the Durbar of Euujeet, are accredited it 
is not perhaps easy to determine, but I think there can he no 
doubt that Ameer Khan’s Vakeel conceives that enffamno' the 
Eajah of Lahore in hostility would further his master’s 
designs, if he was not dispatched for that express purpose by 
the Khan. 

The Eajah, I should imagine, whatever he may hold out, 
will not engage in such a design without a certainty of 
effectual co-operation on their side, nor will he in all probabil- 
ity take any steps that can shew a hostile intention until they 
have actually commenced operations. His present measures 
may he considered rather of a defensive nature so far as 
respects the collection of military stores, all the other pro- 
ceedings, being only in conformity to his usual practice of 
moving in the month of May, or when the ruhby is on the 
ground, must be for the present conjectural. 


Intelligence 
from Lahore. 
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Enclosure (1) to G6. 

Lahore News from 9th to 11th Eecemher, 1809, 

Intelligence When the Durbar was dismissed Abdoolah KhaHj the 

from LaLoa. y^ljeel o£ Ameer Khan, and Bebrow Pundit^ Vakeel of 
Dowlat Row, were called, and after the usual enquiries a con- 
versation ensued resi^ecting the defeat of Sujah-ul-Moolk, send- 
ing Khooseally Mull, Bukshy, to Rawul Pindy, and the late 
capture of Kangra and defeat of the Goorkhas, The Vakeels 
said much in praise of the warlike genius and qualifications 
of the Rajah, and obseiwed that it was not prudent in him to 
give the Goorkhas, who have done so much mischief, such 
terms, but it would have been better to have inflicted a severe 
punishment as an example to his other enemies. The Rajah 
replied that when opposed to him he had chastised them, but 
it was not proper or the custom of the Khalsajee to refuse 
quarter. His only object, the possession of Kangra, has been 
obtained. After four hours'' conversation they were dismissed, 
and the Rajah told them they should be again called to a 
private conference, when they would mutually consult on what 
measures were to be adopted. 

Jodh Sing had repeatedly requested leave to proceed to 
his house, Chichrouly, through his Vakeel Sitaram, and prom- 
ised to return when summoned. The Rajah now sent for 
Hurry Sing, his son, and having given him a khillut and a 
horse told him that on account of his coming to the Presence 
he granted his father's request, but he was to retirrn in a 
month. 

The Sm-dar had everything prepared for proceeding to 
Umritsir on the SanJerant, when a letter arrived from Khoos- 
eally Mull, Bukshy, informing him that he had arrived at 
Rawul Pindy and delivered the letter and presents to Sujah- 
ul-Moolk. On perusing the letter Sujah-ul-lMoolk had said 
that, though now compelled by necessity to come into a foreign 
country, yet it was not consistent Avith his dignity to proceed 
in that manner ; but if the Rajah himself came it would be 
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respectful and conformable to the duties of obedience. On 
bearing this the Rajah put off the journey to Umritsir. 


Enclosuiie (2) TO 66. 

Lahore News, from another Writer. 

Ne'ws arrived of the death of Kurreemulla Khan of 
Rajauree^ and that his son^ Akbur Ivbau^ had succeeded, on 
which it was observed Ijy one of his servants that Kurreemulla 
Kban possessed great wealth, and it Avould be advisable to 
take something' from him, on which the Rajah determined to 
send Hakeem Uzzccz-ud-Deen, with Ghasy Khan and other 
troops, to make collections from him and Allum Khan, Lucku- 
manah fsicj, and the Rajah intends to proceed to Ramnagurh 
to meet Sujah-ul-Moolk, but will proceed at the Bunhrant to 
Umritsir and afterwards go to meet the King. 

Abdoolah Khan audBebrow Vakeels were called. Abdoolah 
Khan represented to the Rajah that Scindeah and Holkar 
considered you as a brother, and ahvays say that their exist- 
ence depends upon you and each upon the other, and that you 
ought not to be careless on account of the friendship noAV 
established with the English, but it was more adr’isable to be 
attentive and pre2:)ared. That thej'’ have frecjuently engaged 
the English, have sometimes been defeated and sornetimes 
victorious, but were still firm and drew fifteen lacks of rupees 
annually from them. To keep jmur hand on your sword is 
your best security. If you wish the Loodeaua detachment 
to be withdrawn, I will co-operate with you, or if you come 
this way we will consiilt what is best. Eortime has hitherto 
been favorable to jmu, and by co-operation something may be 
effected. To this representation the Ra.jah replied that 
certainly they are my brothers, and after a private con.sulta- 
tion on this subject Inderdeo Pundit -will give you my 
answer. 

Id 


Intclligcnco 
from Lahore, 
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Intcllig-cnce 
from Lahore. 


It is tlie iutentiou of tlie Rajalij aftet meeting His 
IMajesty Siijali-ul-Moolk^ to send IMokum Chund with all big 
trooi^s into Mooliau^ bnt he himself means to remain at 
Lahore^ fearful that iu his ahseuce an enemy should come 
from another quarter. 


Enclosure (3) to 6G. 

12th to 13th December 1809, by the same IVriicr as the above. 

Jonii Sing, Kulseeah, wrote to his son 1o obtain him 
leave to go to Chichrouly which he asked through Sewa 
Sing, who rc 2 iresented he had now been in attendance with 
Ins troops a full year. The Eajab said that he might go 
if he came himself, but he Avould not grant it through Hurry 
Sing, to wdiom he gave a turban and dnshalla and dismissed 
him. 


67* Drom Licutcnani-Goloncl D. OciirrRLO.xr, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to 0. Lvsiungton, Esquire, Acting Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, — No, dO, d-nied ISth Decem- 
ber 1809. 

I HAVE the honor to transmit intelligence from Lahore 
and IMooltan this instant received. 


Enclosure (1) to G7. 

Lahore Intelligence, Idth to loth December 1S09. 

Jonn Sing received leave to go to Chichrouly with in- 
'Blructious to attend the Eajah next month on his iourney to 
Sahewal (westward). luderdeo Pundit came to the Presence 
and represented that Bebrow, the A'’akeel of Dowdut Bow, had 
been a long time iu his house. He repilied : “ let him stay, but 
this is a strang-c Yakeel. Sometimes he rej)resents what he 
has to say through Meeth Sing and sometimes through Utter 
Sing ; at others he talks of there being news-writers from 
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ilie Eug'lisli liore^ and that I ought not to suffer them to 
remain. The man is either mad or he is not sent by any one 
(has no master) E 

A.lthougli fonncvly the Rajah had an iuteiition of proceed- 
ing to hlooltan himself, j^t, as he has lately heard that a 
greater number of troops than there used to be formerly Lave 
arrived at hleerut and Loodeana, his imagination now turns on 
the idea that if he goes in that direction some attempts may 
be made by the Engdish. Therefore he has determined only to 
go to Ramuagurh and from thence return and remain at 
Lahore, and that hlokum" Chund should proceed next month 
with all the troops to hlooltan to le\y coutriljutious and take 
the countrjn 

He is also very desirous of meeting the King for the 
sake of getting some good horses of that country and for 
other purposes. 


Enclosuhe (‘2) TO 67. 

From Mr. SstoFs News - 2 cr iter, Mooltan. 

On the 1st of December intelligence was received at 
Mooltan that on the 27th November Jcossirls had arrived with 
Surbuland Khan at Eukur, who stated something' secretly to 
him which could not be discovered, hut the Nawab immediate- 
1}" on receiving the news put on a rich dress of IS parchas and 
some jewels, all of which he gave immediately to the Jeossids 
and on the instant sent off two camel Jiiirharalis with a letter 
wi'itteii in his own hand to the Shah Sujah-ul-Moolk at 
Rawul Tindy, but what were the contents is not known. 

On the 2nd December intelligence was received in 
hlooltan by liurlraradis, wKo came to Yar Mahomed Khan and 
Surdar Khan, that a very strong report prevailed in Derah 
Ghazy Khan that after the flight of Sujah-nl-lMoolk the 
battle still continued and his party were victorious and Futteh 


Iiitelligonco 
from Laliore, 


Iiitellivouoo 
from Stultau. 



Attaclc on 
Lieutenant 

r. s. wiiito, 

Survoyor, in 

Patiala 

territory. 
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Klian had been killed^ Mahomed Shah made prisoner and 
confined in the Fort of (supposed) Bahasar^ and that the son 
of Sujah-ul-jMoolk, Eyool^ had Ijeeu appointed Vice-regent 
until the Shakes return, but the names of the Chiefs who 
have done this are not mentioned. 


68. From Lieutenant F. S. TTit/rn, Burreyor, to A. Seton, 
Esquire^ Eesident at Ecllii, — dated 21iJi Eecemher 
1809. 

In my letter of the •28th ultimo I had the honor to trans- 
mit to you a copy of my correspondence with Bajah Sahib 
Sing and to accpiaint you of my intention to proceed by short 
marches towards Soonam. On the 20th I left Putteealah and 
encamped at Bajeedpoor, a small village five /cos distant from 
that town, where I received a letter from the Rajah (of which 
No. 4 is a copy) sanctioning my proceeding tlirongh the 
territory and intimating that directions had been given for 
a proper person to accompany me. 

2. On the 80th I arrived at Dhoodah, a small town 
where the Rajah resided, to whom I immediately on my 
arrival sent my respects by my IMoonshce. No attention, 
however, was paid to me until several hours had elapsed, 
when the Rajah’s c/ioMar came with the compliments of his 
master and a few rupees intended as a zeafut, which I 
excused myself from accepting. In the evening the people 
arrived that had been ordered to accompany me on my 
tour. 


3. On the 1st instant I commenced my march towards 
Soonam unaccompanied by any one on the part of the Rajah, 
but was overtaken by a person on foot called Bajee Sing, who 
informed me he was to proceed with me. 

4. I reached Lungowal, a small village, on the 3rd, 
where I was favoured with a letter from the Rajah enclosing 
your dispatch of the 25th ultimo, which had been opened and 
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your letter under a fl^dng seal to Itajali Sahib Sing- taken out. 
No. 5 is a copy o£ Ea-jah Sahib Sing-^s letter to me aud No. 0 
my reply to it^ to both of which, especially the latter, I beg 
your particular attention. 


Attack ou 
Lieu tenant 
L. S. White, 
Surveyor, iu 
Patiala 
territory. 


5. I arrived at Batinda on the 9th, from whence I sent 
Lieutenant Marshall, the Officer Commaiidiug the Escort, who 
had been for several days unwell, into Ludhiauah with a guard 
of Havildar and twelve. On the 10th I received a letter from 
the Eajah complaining of the conduct of my sipalices, which 
letter, No. 7, and my answer to it. No. 8, I also beg leave to 
submit to your particular attention. 


6. On the 14th I reached the desert, hut, conceiving it 
imprudent to cross it or turn to the north, which would have 
immediately led me into Eun 3 eet'’s country, I resolved ou 
tracing the boundary of the desert iu a south-easterly direction 
towards Batueer and Euttehahad, aud with this intention j^ro- 
ceeded as far as Buktoo, wliere, having satisfied myself as to 
the general northern limits of the desert from Hissar to Pak 
Puttun and Buhawulpoor, and thinking it unadvisahle to ven- 
ture into the Bhattee country, I took the direction of hfansali, 
a fort of considerable note belonging to Sahib Sing. Some 
people, however, advised me not to penetrate further into that 
country ; but, as Bajee Sing, the person deputed by the Eajah 
to attend me, frequently assured me in the most decided 
manner there was nothing to apprehend, I did not think myself 
justified in relinquishing an important point in the survey on 
the chance information of a few villagers. 


7. On the 17th I left Buktoo with the intention of 
encamping at Tidwundee, a small town belonging to the Eajah 
twelve lios south by east of Batinda, but on my approaching 
the place, which is surrounded hy jnngul, several shots were 
fired at me, and I immediately thought it advisable to take 
the direction of Batinda, encamping that day at the village 
Joudpoor, five kos from Tulwundee. I having, however, 
during my survey of the north-western frontier been frecjuent- 
ly fired upon, though I have not always deemed it necessary 
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Attact on to report the same to GoverumeBt, I beg:aB to thhik but 
Lieutenant^ o£ this affair^ and the more so as Bajee Sing when 

Snrypyor, ia particularly questioned still j’srsistcd; in the presence of my 
ten-itor}'. Moonshee and several others, that I might proceed through 
the country in safet^L 

8, I therefore determined on the morning of the 18th to 
make klansah (13 X'os) in one march, but on my arrival near 
klhoi, a large village belonging to Sahib Sing, I was informed 
about 250 people had collected there with the design of attack- 
ing me. I immediately turned off into the jini/jn I, relinquish- 
ing all thoughts of proceeding to Mansah and taking the 
direct road to Ludhianah. 

9. I, agreeably to the advice of Bajee Singh, encamped 
this day at Chaoki, a good sized village belonging to Dullel 
Sing of Mullood; but before the tent was pitched an alarm of 
horse was given, and in a few minutes about a hundred made 
their appearance. Well knowing this body would soon be 
greatly increased, I thought of proceeding four X'os further to 
Pukoke, a village belonging to Jiswuut Sing, not only that I 
might quit a country so very inimical towards us, but in the 
hopes of procuring safety in a village which I knew to belong 
to a Chieftain friendly inclined to our Government. Having 
therefore secured the most vahrable part of my property, I 
commenced my march, leaving my tents and a number of 
things on the grounds. The horsemen, being joined by about 
sixty foot from Chaoki armed chiefly Avith spears and bows and 
arroAA's, began the attack, but at so respectful a distance that 
I would not harrass my men by retnruing a useless fire, which 
would greatly have retarded the march. By the time I had 
gone one /.os the enemy had augmented to about 500 men 
by small parties of horse and foot from different villages and 
began to press on me so close as to force me to commence 
firing ; hut, although the enemy wnre individually brav'e, 
particrdarly the foot, who frequently came so near as to spear 
the sipaliecs, yet I was enabled to proceed two Z’os further 
without allowing them to make any scrioAis impression on us. 
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The camp folloTS'erSj indeed, -vrere greatly alavined, Isiifc the 
sijjaliees preserved their spirits and had acted throng’houfc in 
the most cool and gallant manner. A large reinlorcement, 
however, that the enemy now received in a body, both o£ 
horse and foot, could not fail to occasion serious uneasiness in 
our minds ; and, as the sipuliees were beginning to break and 
waver through fatigue, having’ marched fifteen /lOS through a 
woody country and fought upwards of two hours, I was forced 
to sacrifice the baggage (a string of sixteen camels, several of 
which were severely wounded) and order it to be relinquished, 
and endeavoiu-ed to encourage the men with the hopes of 
relief at Pukoke, from which we were ljut one I'os distant. 
On our arrival, however, at this village, which may l^e deemed 
a large one, as moat of them are in this part of the country, 
we were greatly disappointed to find the inbakitauts join the 
enemy, and with this addition to their force I do not hesi- 
tate to say that in m}^ opinion we had to oppose one thousand 
men, — the natives say from three to four. hly s {jut /ices now 
began to fall fast, and any attempt to proceed farther in a 
country covered J tin g til was evident]}^ absurd. The only 

chance of saving the part}^ was that of storming the ’\'illage 
and procuring shelter amongst the houses ; this plan was 
accordingly adopted, and possession of a part of the village 
taken with but little loss. I immediately dispatched two 
liiir/uraJis to Colonel Ochterlouy soliciting to he reinforced 
by the whole of the cavalry stationed at Ludhianah, unr do 
I think at that time I should have heeu justified in applying 
for a force of loss strength. The hurl’tiruJis were to receive a 
reward of fifty rupees. Early the next morning Run Sing, 
the nephew of Jiswnnt Sing, arrived from Phool, a small 
town sixteen Jeos from Pukoke, to mj^ relief. Tranquillity was 
immediately restored in the village — the enemy having returned 
to their respective villages diu’ing the night. I immediately 
acquainted Colonel Ocliterlony of the fortunate change that 
had taken place, and, having procured conveyance for the 
wounded, left Pukoke on the 30th for Ludhianah attended by 
Run Sing, encamping that day at Burnalah, On the 31st I 
reached Pukowal, where I met Seewah Sing, a confidential 
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eei'vaufc o£ Jiswunfc Siug, "wlio bad been sent by Colonel 
Ochfcerlony with a party of borse to my asBistance ; and on 
tbe same day a party of Patan Horse commanded by a 
relation of Ataoolla Kban arrived at Pnkowal ; they bad also 
been sent by Colonel Ocbterlony to my relief. On tbe 22nd 
I arrived at Ludbianab. 


iO. I bare conceived it my duty to communicate to you 
this detailed account of tbe circumstances that have occurred ; 
nor do I tbiuk I have in tbe least exaggerated tbe number of 
tbe enemy^ and therefore can only attribute our escape from so 
imminent a danger to tbe Divine interposition of Providence. 
Tbe loss on our side is 3 sipaJices killed^ 11 Avounded, 3 
servants killed, 3 servants -wounded, belonging to Captain 
Skiuner^s Irregular Coi’ijs; -wounded 2 liorses. Lieutenant 
Wbite^s killed, 4 horses belonging to Captain Skinner -wound- 
ed, 2 of -wbicb were left at Pukoke as unfit for further service. 
Tbe whole baggage excepting tbe ammunition and tbe 
Sooljidar’s property lost. 


11. I cannot, however, conclude this letter without 
intruding upon your attention a few remarks. I bad requested 
of Government that during my survey I might be accom- 
jxauied by respectable Vackeels from the different Chieftains 
through whose- territory I should proceed, under the full con- 
viction (as expressed in the letter I had the honor to address to 
you) that without this assistance, no survey in that part of the 
eouutiy was practicable; and, as Government had been pleased 
to approve of my suggestion, I had put myself to considerable 
extra expense that I might appear as an officer proceeding 
under a special deputation from Government. The person sent 
by the Rajah to accompany me was on my honor, in my 
opinion, not near so respectable as a common JnirlcaraJt. He 
even the first day beggedof my servants one anna for bis sub- 
‘-sistenco. (I immediately ordered him ten rupees.) How far be 
be consideredyis an intelligent person, I kno-a^ not, for 
bis lau^-i-nage -was so ^culiar that neither myself, my jMoon- 
shee or any fl.r. -f/»a//^^or servants could readily understand 
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tlie one-lialf lie said, and in short altogether so much the Attack on 
appearance o£ a common cooly that it was the first remark of ^"^a^Wbito 
Bun Sing to me and afterwards of Seewah Sing to Colonel Surveyor, ia 
Ochterlony that they were not Burj)rised at what had happened territory, 
when they considered the want of authority and mean 
appearance of the person who attended me. Independent, how- 
ever, of this circumstance I feel it my duty to state' to you 
that I am fully convinced treachery was from the first intend- 
ed. On my arrival at Putteealah I was desirous of hiring' 
seven camels for the conveyance of the sipalices’ baggage in 
the room of their hackery, but was informed no camels were to 
be procured. I acquainted the Rajah of this circumstance on 
my arrival at Dhodah, requesting ho would give directions for 
them to be sent to me, but received a similar reply. I was 
equally unsuccessful at Soonam, though afterwards the 
sipaliees of themselves without the least assistance fi'om me 
procured them. I need not state the country abounds in 
camels, which are driven in flocks of eighty and a hundred 
each. You will also observe the Rajah took no notice of my 
request to be attended by a few of his horsemen and hurkafahs, 
although I had pointed out to him the inconveniences I 
experienced from the want of a person of respectability and 
authority to attend me ; and it is also a very singular circum- 
stance that there were two or three standards with the Cavalry 
that attacked me, which in my opinion j)roves the attack had 
been in contemplation for several days, and when I reflect that 
in a former survey I was in a similar manner insulted at 
Khoralah, a town only ten l-os from Putteealah, and in a part 
of the country the most subject to his authority, I cannot but 
think myself justified in repeating that treachery was intended 
from the first. 

lii. The loss of baggage can be easily repaired, but that 
of my books, papers, maps and a series of information which I 
had collected during a four years'* survey, great part of which 
in the hopes of its being rendered more perfect had not been 
communicated to Government, is ' a loss of a very serious 
nature and the more so as, if the strong recommendations you 

20 
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had been pleased to honor me frith to the several Chieltaing in 
this quarter prove ineffectual, I am fearful no further survey 
in this part of the country can any longer be considered as 
advisable. 


IS. My escort consisted of a soohidar, jamadar, 4 
havildars, 4 naicls and 68 stpalices, with a dujfadar and 10 
horsemen belonging to Captain Skinner’s Irregular Corps. I 
could not close this letter -without representing to you in the 
strongest terms my entire satisfaction of the cool, gallant and 
soldier-like conduct of the Jiavildars, naiclcs and sij)aJiecs that 
accompanied me. 


P.S . — I have this moment been honored -with your letter 
of the 2lBt instant. I give you my word of honor as an 
officer and a gentleman that I am at present totally unac- 
quainted of there ever having been the least occasion of 
'complaint whatsoever of the men under my command. I will, 
however, make every enquiry into the circumstance. I am at 
present much agitated that any kind of complaint has been 
made to you, though I feel fully convinced the whole is an 
infamous fabrication. 


69 . Erom Lieutenant F. S. White, Surveyor, to A. Setox, 
Esquire, Besident at Delhi, — dated 2ith December 1809. 

Having translated the letters you did me the honor to 
enclose in yom’ dispatch of tho 31st instant, and perfectly 
understood the meaning of them, I have now the honor of 
replying to the extraordinary charge -which has been made 
against me by Rajah Sahib Sing, and, as you appear in your 
letter to have given credit to the Rajah-’s assertions, I certain- 
ly do not expect you should be satisfied with my individual 
contradiction to them, though I had flattered myself that, as 
no complaint has hitherto been made of my conduct to the 
Resident at Delhi, though I have been employed upwards of 
fom- years as a Surveyor and by far the' greatest part of that 
time in countries independent of the Brutish Government, that 
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you -would have expressed some hopes in your letter that the 
circumstances had either been exaggerated or misrepresented to 
the Rajah. The first intimation I received in the nature of a 
complaint was the Rajali^s o-wn letter to me, and you will have 
the goodness to observe in my reply to it that I positively 
deny the sijjaJtccs have been guilty of any injustice, and call 
upon him to point out any single instance. To this letter I 
received no reply. In his letter to your address ^rritten in the 
same general style no specific ground of complaint is alleged. 
How am I to reply to a charge of so genei-al and indefinite 
a nature ? I cannot myself but consider the wRole is a 
fabrication intended as a prelude to the attack that wms 
afterwards made upon me, as I cannot conceive how the 
inhabitants could have sustained any serious injury or have 
suffered any violence without either the knowledge of myself 
or Lieutenant Marshall, who commanded the company. I by 
no means, however, -wish you to risk upon my assertion that 
the whole is a false complaint, but, on the contrary, have to 
entreat in the most solemn manner that a Court of Enquiry 
may be instituted to investigate into the circumstances. The 
loss I have sustained in my property is certainly very great, 
but it is by no means to be compared to that of my reputation, 
nor shall I rest satisfied until I am informed that Government 
is fully convinced I could not have been guilty of the unofficer- 
like conduct imputed to me. 


Attaclr bn 
Lieutenant 
F. S. White, 
Surveyor, iu 
Patiala 
territory. 


This is written in great haste, being anxious to send it 
by this day’s dak. No copy of it is taken, and I have therefore 
to beg you will excuse any trifling mistakes. 


70. From Lieutenant F. 8. White, Surveyor, to A. Seton, 
Esquire, Resident at Delhi, — dated 25 th Deceniber 1809. 

I HAVE the honor to transmit to you a copy of my letter to 
Lieutenant Marshall, together with his reply, which I flatter 
myself will prove satisfactory to you and prevent your enter- 
taining any longer doubts of the general good conduct of the 
detachment. You will obeerve that IMi’, Marshall is entirely 
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of the same opinion as myself, though I have not thought it 
proper to have any communications with him on the subject, 
and what is very remarkable, in no one instance has the most 
trivial complaint ever been made to me. 


Enclosuhb 1 TO 70. 

From Lieutenant F. S. Whitb, Surveyor, to Lieutenant T. Mjr- 
siiJiL, Gommandmg a Lctacliment on Escort duty with Lieu- 
tenant White, Surveyor, — dated LiidhianaJi, 25th December 
1809. 

I HAVE the honor to send yon tho copy of a letter from 
the Resident at Delhi to me under date the Slst instant, en- 
closing the Persian copy of a letter the Resident had received 
from Rajah Sahib Sing, the Patteealah Chieftain, wherein he 
complains in the strongest language of the violent and 
improper conduct of the sipahecs under yom* command to 
the inhabitants of Putteealah and Soonam, and indeed of every 
place where they had encamped. As it is probable a very 
serious investigation may ultimately take place, I have to 
request you will make the most particular enquiries on the 
subject and report to me the result for the information of 
Government. 


Enclosure i^2) to 70. 

From Lieutenant T. Marshall, Oommandiny Detachment on Escort 
duty with Lieutenant White, Surveyor, to Lieutenant F. S. 
White, Surveyor, North-West Frontier, Ludhianah, — dated 
Ludhianah, 25th December 1809. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
this date containing a note from Mr. Seton and a Persian 
letter from the Putteealah Rajah, Sahib Singh, complaining of 
the violent and unsoldier-like conduct of my men at Soonam. 
Agreeable to your desire, I have made particular enquiries of 
£ay Native Commissioned Officers and Eavildars respecting 
the conduct of the men at that place, and am perfectly satis- 
fied (noixonly from their report, but from my own observations 
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o£ their conduct) that they were guilty o£ no disorderly or 
irregular conduct^ and that the regular nerrick was paid by all 
for any article they purchased in the bazar. 

I look upon the complaint as a mere pretence intended 
to have been the means of getting us out of the country as 
soon as possible. The bare circumstance of a string of 10 
camels from that place following the detachment for 6 or 7 
ko& for service on the morning we left it is the strongest 
proof that no misunderstanding or dispute could possibly have 
taken place between the inhabitants and my men, and this 
too happened at a time when the Putteealab Rajah positively 
asserted that it was out of his power to procure a few camels 
for the conveyance of some baggage that must have been 
otherwise left behind, and I might have hired a string of 60 
as fine camels as any in the country. If I may be permitted to 
give my opinion, the complaint is a mere cloak to cover in 
some measure the unprovoked attack made on the detachment 
on the ISfch of December, or in other words he might think 
an early complaint ^vould afiord him the meang of cutting up 
the detachment with impunity. 


71. From A, Sjiton, Fsquire, Resideni at Dehli, to 0. 
Ltiseington, Fsquire, Acting Secretary to Oovernineni 
in the Political Department, Fort VAilliam, — dated 
28tJh Decemher 1809. 

Although Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony^s dispatch 
No. 4.A, wbicb was forwarded from hence yesterday, will 
have apprized you, previously to the receipt of this letter, 
of the safety of Lieutenant White, I think it regular to 
acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency the 
HoAble the Vice-President in Council, that I this day 
received a letter from that officer communicating his arrival 
at Ludhianeh, 

3. It would appear that the head of the gang of 
robbers, who attacked and plundered Lieutenant White, was 
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Phola Sing', an Alcaulee, wlio is a subject of Runjeet Sing 
and joined tlie troojiB of that Chief near Kot Kapoorah 
when he found that the arrival of Run Sing prevented 
him from accomplishing his purpose, which seems to have 
been not merely to plunder but to destroy the party with 
Lieutenant White. 

3. A judgment may perhaps be formed from the 
reception of this atrocious murderer in the camp of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing, — or rather of Mohkum Chund, his Dewan, — 
whether there be any grounds for the reports, so current 
at present, respecting the hostile designs of the Rajah 
against the British Government. 


72 . From A. 8 ETON, Fsqiure, Resident at FeJili, to 0. SirrNTON, 
Esquire, Acting Persian Secretary to the Govern- 
ment, Fort William, — dated EeliU, 27th December 1809.. 

As the Persian newspaper transmitted by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony with- the accompanying letter contains 
intelligence which, if true, would be very important, I think 
it my duty to submit a translation, 

With regard to the authenticity of the intelligence, I 
can only say that three of the Sikh Chiefs, the most friendly 
to the British Government, viz. Rajah Bhaug Sing, Bhya 
Laul Sing and Rajah Jeswunt Sing of Nabah, are now 
at Dehli, and have not made any communication on the 
subject to me j yet, if true, they could hardly be ignorant 
of Runjeet Singe’s designs, and if acquainted with them they 
certainly would not I think conceal them from me. 


Translation of Abstract of Intelligence from Surdar Bunjset 
Sing’s Court at Lahore, — written the 19th of December 
1809. 

It appears from the relation of seveml officers and 
servants ■ of this Government, that Surdar Runjeet Sing 
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lias lately liad many private conferences "witli Surdav Futteh Intelligence 

froin the 

Sing o£ AlloO; and that during tlie diversion o£ hunting, a£ter Court; of 
exchanging oaths, he frequently addressed him to this effect : 

“ That the neighbourhood of the British and the outrage of 
hilliug oxen in the country of Puujaub is the cause of bring- 
ing my Grovernment and authority into contempt, and is 
moreover injurious to our holy j)ersuasion. At present that 
Sut Gooroojee has raised me and made me Lord of a country 
and master of an army, if I did not attempt to rectify this 
affair what shame to my situation and prowess 1 By the 
streng'th of my arm, then, and the might of my sword I 
ought to attempt rendering myself master of Dehli. If I 
conquer, both the seats of Loyalty fall under the dominion of 
the Khalsahjee ; if I fail, the enemy will become master of 
this seat also ; when required, however, yon must supply 
me with ten guns and thirty thousand horse and foot/^ 

Futteh Singh replied : “ Your plans with respect to this 
subject are just and pro^jer, and believe me in every point 
to join heartily as your confederate in their accomplishment. 

When you consider that the country of Jugrowneh, the 
Tciloolceli of Isroo and other places belonging to me lie on 
the other side of the Sutledge, you may conceive that my 
interest in this project is greater than your own/'’ In fine, 
after reciprocal consultations and communication the march 
of the armies was fixed after the time of the Bunlcrant 
(Solstice) of the month of Doos and the commencement of 
Magh. 

It is reported that writings have been addressed to the 
different Rajahs of Kohistan to the following effect : “You 
will march all your troops from the Kohistan to the country 
of Loabah and arrive in different quarters. You must take 
care not to encamp together.'’'’ Surdar Futteh Sing was also 
instructed to place divisions of his force at the villages of 
Phagwara, Buheheree, Bulkeh, Jhandealeh, as also at Kolee 
and Kupoor Thuleh, so that when required they might 
immediately and readily be assembled. For in case of the 
army remaining encamped together the enemy by- getting 
notice would strengthen themselves and be on their- guard. 
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the report o£ horsemen attending- Moulvi 
Hussun and Shah Aehruff Khan^ Vackeels o£ Shuja-ool- 
Moolk, who arrived here yesterday^ it appears that the fort 
o£ Attoclr by the exertions of some Killadar remained in 
the possession of Shuja-ool-Moolk, till at length Shah 
Mahmood imprisoning and distressing the family of the 
said Killadar he was obliged to deliver up the place to 
Uttahoollah Khan, a servant of the King’s (Shah Mahmood). 


73 . From Lieutenant-Ooloncl D. OcnTrniONr, Oommanding at 
Loodeana, to 0. LvsniNGXON, Fsqiiiro, Acting Secretary 
to Government in the RoUtical Department, — No. 43, 
dated 80th December 1609. 

I HAVE the honor to transmit, for the information of His 
Excellency in Council, copies and translations of letters which 
have passed between me and Dewan jNIokum Chnnd since 
my last dispatch of the 32nd instant. 

3. I have also the honor to transmit copy and trans- 
lation of another letter received from the Commander of the 
Goorkhas'’ Force, whose object is still the same, and of course 
would not demand particular attention if I could ascertain 
the wishes of Government respecting any limits which it 
may be desirable to fix to the encroachments of their troops, 
as, though now confined to the hilly districts, they may - 
extend their depredations and attack some places belonging to 
Surdars who consider themselves under oirr protection. This 
circumstance has not yet occurred, but oiu' knowledge of 
the geography of this country is yet so limited that they 
may even unintentionally trespass on what may be now 
determined to be our boundaries, as I understand that the 
man whose forts they are now attacking or have already 
taken has some considerable villages at the foot of tho hills 
not far from Sirhind, and the IMunny IMajra man, on the 
other hand, haa some lands on the hills. 
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3. lu a letter received yesterday from Rajali Saliib 
Sing of Putteealali he mentions a long-established friendship 
between him and the Goorkhas and expresses a d(?sire to 
send some of his troops to join them against Kiirrumparkass. 

d. The expression of such a wish from one who is 
notoriously inadequate to the controul of his own possessions 
led me to enquire what possible motive could induce it, and it 
was accounted for by a supposed expectation that such 
assistance would be rewarded by the Goorkhas by the gift of 
some villages that belong to the Surmooreah Rajah and are 
contiguous to those of Sahib Sing in the neighbourhood of 
the hills. 

5. I do not, however, mean to ascribe this or any 
motive to the Rajah himself, whose imbecility approaches 
very nearly to absolute idiotisjn ; but it is not unlikely to have 
had its effect on those who have the management of his 
affairs, and who may be supposed to be governed bj' the one 
grand principle which actuates without exception every Sikh 
Surdar with whom I have ever had any intercourse, and seems 
to have become a general rule of action, vi::., to avail them- 
selves of every circumstance Avhich can benefit themselves, 
unrestrained by considerations of justice, truth, honor or 
humanity. 

6. Every day furnishes some new proof of the violation 
of the most sacred duties and obligations, and the Chief of 
Nabah is at this moment in dread of assassination from his 
own son, whom he has for some time kept in confinement, 
and w'ho contrives, though closely watched, to keep up a 
correspondence with the Rajah of Lahore. 

7. Within these few days the zemeendars of Sydooky 
and Bhugta have possessed themselves by treachery of the 
small gurliy of a petty Surdar in this neighbomhood in 
retaliation for injuries, real or pretended, wdiich I shall 
probably be necessitated to make the subject of a futiu-e 
representation. 
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8. DiGCord and anarchy have been bo long prevalent, and 
every one has been so much in the habit of revenging his own 
wrongs, that it must unavoidably be some time, and probably 
require some strong example, before they can be restrained 
from committing violences on the lives and property of each 
other. For the latter I know of no effectual remedj^ unless the 
confiscation of the lauds of the aggressor, which, if it had the 
effect of preventing petty warfare, would of itself put a stop 
to the now frequent recurrcuce of bloodshed ; but it likewise 
involves a degree of interference and controul which may 
exceed the intentions of the Fight Ilondjle the Governor- 
General in Council. If I feel most anxious for particular 
instructions on these points, it is from a sincere desire to 
prevent, when possible, the abuses and violences which so 
frequently occur, and at the same time to do it in the manner 
most conformable to the wi.shcs of Government, and in the 
way least likely to offend the several Surdavs whose attach- 
ment it is an object to conciliate. 

9. I shall not delay the transmission of a full detail of 
all the circumstances attending the seizure of the petty gurltj/ 
of Chumkooah by the zemeendars of Sydook}’ and Bhugta, 
wdiich I feel embarrassing — 

First, because the act is in itself contrary to the 
intimation given to the several Surdars that 
eveiy one shall continue unmolested in 
possession of the lands or villages in their 
immediate occupancy on our assuming the 
protection of the country ; 

Secondly, because the zemcendans of Sydooly, &c., are 
dependants of the Fajah of Putteealah ; and 

Lastly, because I have g'rcat reason to believe that this 
petty zemcendar of Chumkooah has been for 
some time past constantly invading, laying 
Avaste and plundering the iwoperfcy of others, 
and does iu reality deserve the punishment 
ho has met wiOi, although it was not 
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strictly proper tliosc people slioiild iuflict it, as 
he 'rt'as not in any shape dependent on them 
and is acknowledged to have an undisputed 
and undivided right to the rdllages and gurliy 
which have been seized. 

10. It appears to me the desire and intention of the 
Right Hondde the Governor- General in Council that the 
independent proprietor of the smallest village should he as 
fully maintained in the rig'hts of jirojierty as the most con- 
siderable Surdars, and conseciiTontlj'' that Rajah Sahib Sing, 
his agents, or dependants, cannot assume a right of seizure 
under any pretence of injmles committed. 

11. If any deviation from this principle should he once 
admitted, pretests will always he found and the weak will he 
placed at the mercy of the powerful. 

13. In the present case I have judged it best to 
represent the chcumstance to Rajah Saliil) Sing, reminding 
him that every Surdar was left in the former exercise of his 
authority and controul over the districts and vassals, which 
he held at the time the British Government assumed the 
protection of the country, hut that I considered the forcible 
occupation of any village belonging to another as a deviation 
from the litila Namali, w'hich under the orders and instruc- 
tions of Government I had formerly transmitted to him, and 
I hope this intimation wdll be the means of effecting its 
restoration under his own authority. 

13. If it should fad. of producing this effect, my detailed 
report of the jjarticular rights of the proprietor, and the 
pretence rmder which the seizure has been made, will enable 
His Excellency in Council to decide on the case and form a 
precedent for my future guidance ; for, as I have already 
stated, I feel much less difficulty in resisting what I feel to 
he the unfounded claims of the Rajah of Lahore or his Dewan 
than in deciding on the disjurtes of those who come under 
the description of our own protdg(is, in wRich, however, I 
have been generally successful by hearing fully what each 
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party bad to urge and by eometirdes recommending tbe 
mutual restitution of plundered cattle^ or at others proposing 
arbitration in the case of disputed boundaries. 

14. It U'as not perhaps in the contemplation or the 
rvieh of Government that I should interfere in cases of this 
nature^ and if I have erred I shall discontinue 'such inter- 
ference in future; but my motive has ever been to prevent 
those pett.y feuds and dissensions which must prevail in a 
country so governed as this is, and under such impressions I 
have not thought it advisable or humane to reject a reference 
made by both parties^ from a seeming confidence in my wish 
to render justice always rather by opinion or recommendation 
than by affecting or claiming any authority, 

15. As all parties seemed perfectly satisfied with the 
measures I suggested, I have hitherto thought it improper to 
intrude such subjects on the attention of Government as 
wearing not only an appearance of egotism, but liable to a 
misconstruction as if complaining of the trouble attached to 
my situation and command ; nor would it now have been 
mentioned if the particular case of Chumhooah had not 
occurred. 

1 6. hly object is only to conform to what I conceive to 
bo the wishes of Government, and, where they are not known, 
by positive orders or instructions to give a just impression of 
its equity. 

17. It is still difficult to comprehend the designs of the 
Ra jah of Lahore, governed, as I must be, by the mere reports 
of news-writers ; but unless there is any certain intention of a 
renewal of hostilities with the Chiefs of the Dakhun, I cannot 
bring myself to believe that he would singly involve himself 
in a war with a Power which, though I do not think he -justly 
appreciates, I am persuaded he still fears. 

18. I-Iis preparations seem rather of a defensive than 
ofiensive nature, and if it were not for the frequent conferences 
with the Maharattah Vakeels, amongst whom I include 
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IJbcloolla Kbaii^ and the constant transit of Vackeels from 
Ougeen to Lahore and vice versa-, I should be inclined to 
give full credit to the general report that bis next movement 
will be towards Mooltau. 

19. It cannotj however_, blit excite some distrust, ig’- 
norant as I am of the atfairs of the south, to observe that, iii 
addition to the Vackeels already at Lahore, Goordial Brahmin 
again left Putteealah o-n a 'pilgrimage to Jooala Aloohij on the 
20th instant with a considerable retinue, and a man named 
Junda Sing was within these two da 3 's at Philour, said to be 
deputed from Runjeet to Dowlut Row Scindeah. 

20. My intelligence of this day states the whole force 
at Lahore to be six thousand and about two thousand at 
Umritsir, at which place it is said there is to be an intended 
meeting of all the Chiefs on the next SunJera-nf, or about the 
13th January, which is to determine their future movements. 


74. From Lieutenant-Colonel D, OcnTEitiONr, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to 0. Lusijington, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government in the Political Department, — No. 41, 
dated 31st Eecemher 1809. 

In the 7th paragraph of my letter No. SI, under date the 
6th December, ^ I had the honor to communicate, for the 
information of His Excellency in Council, the measures which 
I proposed to adopt in consequence of the preparations made 
by and suspicious conduct of Rajah Runjeet Sing. I have now 
the honor to transmit a letter from Brigade-major Brownrigg, 
by which His Excellency in Council will observe that a supjdy 
of grain and other articles equal to fifteen days^ consumption 
has been laid in for a sum not much exceeding, perhaps not 
quite amounting to, three thousand rupees. 

2. In consequence of this letter I have directed that 
officer immediately to erect witliin the fort the mill proposed, 
and some handmills or cJiuclcies being on their way to the 

^ G4 supra. 
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Strengthening Punjab £or salpj I bave also purcliased fifty n-bich I shall 
Ludhitoa*' order to be fitted up for use^ tbc whole expense of which will 
not exceed 1^200 rupees. 

S. In a few days a ditch will be completed round the 
fort which can be deepened and enlarged at leisure, and a wall 
and ditch round the town are in considerable forwardness. 

4, The letter from Brigade-major Brownrigg is so 
explicit as to render any observation from me unnecessary, and 
I feel persuaded that, whatever may ho the decision of Ilis 
Excellency in Council as to the propriety or necessity of the 
measme itself, His Excellency will not fail to observe that it 
fully evinces the just confidence I had placed in that officer 
and proves that it could not have been executed with greater 
prudence, celerity and integrity. 



C H A PTE R II. 

0 

1810-11. 

Intelligence from the Punjah — Eucroachnieiitg of the Gurkhas — Measures 
for ohtaiiiing redress for the attack on Lieutenant Mliite — Operations 
of Eaja Kanjit Singh against Multan — Claims of Cturkhas to Pinjorc — 
Appointment of Captain Birch ns Assistant to Colonel Ochterlony— 
Koprescutation of ex-Ilaja of Mahan — Feelings of Chiefs towards Kanjit 
Singh — Arrival of members of the Royal Family of Kabul at Ludhiana — 
Present of a carriage and ptalr to Raja Raujit Singh— Maladministra- 
tion of tho Patiala State — Proclamation to Protected Sikh Chiefs — 
Kashmir sheep. 

75. From Lieuienanf-Oolonel D. OciiTritzoyr, Commanding at 
Loodeana, to 0. Lvsuixgtok, Fsguirc, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William, — No. AG, dated the 6th 
January 1810. 

I HATE the honor to transmit Lahore Intelligence up to 
the 1st instant^ -which confirms my former account of the 
Prajah’s proceeding to the west and leaves the meeting at 
Umritscr on the Sun Jr rant doubtful^ hut I should rather be 
inclined to think it will not take pdace, though distance or 
business is seldom suffered to prevent this ceremony, which is 
not actually ordained, hut has become by usage a rite of 
relitrion. 

O 


Ekclosukb to 75. 

Lahore Intelligence dated 1st January 1810. 

SiEBAE PuKJEET SiKG marched from Lahore, and on the 
second day halted 18 coss from thence at a place called Goojer- 
wal, having nuth him Sahib Sing of Goo j rat and other 
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Strengthening Punjab for salOj I have also purebased fifty 'wliicli I sball 
Ludhi^a''*' order to be fitted up for use^ the whole expense of wbicb will 
not exceed lj"00 rupees. 

S. In a few days a diteli will be completed round the 
fort which can be deepened and enlarged at leisure, and a wall 
and ditch round the town are in considerable forwardness. 

4. The letter from Brigade-major Brownrigg is so 
explicit as to render any observation from me uuneeessarjy and 
I feel persuaded that, whatever may bo the decision of His 
Excellency in Council as to the propriety or necessity of the 
measure itself, His Excellency will not fail to observe that it 
fully evinces the just confidence I had placed in that oflicer 
and proves that it could not have been executed with greater 
prudence, celerity and integrity. 



C H A PTE R 11. 

« 

lSlO-11. 

Intelligence from tlic PunjaL — Eucroacliments of the Gurkhas — Measures 
for ohtamlng redress for the attack on Lieutenant White — Operations 
of Eaja Eanjit Singh against Multan — Claims of Gurkhas to Pinjore— 
Appointment of Captain Pirch as Assistant to Colonel Ochterlony— 
Pipproseutatiou of cx-Ilaja of Hahan — Feelings of Cliiofs towards Ranjit 
Singh — Arrival of niemhers of the Royal Family of Kabul at Ludhiana — 
Present of a carriage and pair to Raja Ranjit Singh—Maladministra- 
tion of the Patiala State— Proclamation to Protected Sikh Chiefs — 
Kashmir sheep. 

75 . Froin Lieutenant- GoJoncl T). OcBTEiiioyr, Commanding at 
Loodeanu; to C. Lusuixgto?:, Esquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William,— No. 46, dated the 6th 
January 1810. 

I HAVE the honor to transmit Lahore Intelligence up to 
the 1st instant^ which confirms my former account of the 
Ptajah-’s proceeding to the west and leaves the meeting at 
Umritser on the Siinhrant doubtful, hut I should rather be 
inclined to think it will not take place, though distance or 
business is seldom suffered to prevent this ceremonjr, which is 
not actually ordained, but has become by usage a rite of 
religion. 


Ehclosuke to 75. 

Lahore Intelligence dated 1st January 1810. 

SiEDAR Rukjeet Sihg marched from Lahore, and on the 
second day halted 18 coss from thence at a place called Goojer- 
walj having with him ySahib Sing of Goojrat and other 
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Intelligence. 
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Sirdars, except Ranee Sudda Kooer and the sons o£ Mehtah 
Kooer, who, owing' to dissatisfaction, did not accompany him. 
The Sirdar has since written to the former to remain at Lahore 
until the Snnira-nt of Alaiigh, and that afterwards to act 
agreeably to what he may write. 

The Sirdar has ordered all his troops to repair to bis 
presence. Numbers are daily arriving. He has dispatched 
Chooher, Kidmntgar, to Sirdar Futta Sing, Allowala, Sirdar 
Jodh Sing, Kulseeah, Dhewa Sing, the son of Hurry Sing, 
and others, to repair to his presence with their respective forces 
without delay. Orders have also been written to Dewan 
Molvum Chund to join. It is expected that after meeting the 
King (Sujah-ul-illoolh), collecting money from the zemeendars 
of Sahewml, obtaining a settlement of the country at the foot 
of the hills, and taking some places as Wazeerahad, Goojrat, 
&c., the Sirdar will return to Lahore, and that he will detach 
Dewan IMoknm Chund with all his troops towards jMooltan; 
and it is also imagined that the Sirdar with all his troops 
and Sikhs wall accompany the King towards ]\Iooltan, in 
expectation that the Duranics now with jMahomed Shah will 
come over to him and therehj’’ prevent his effecting any 
collections in that conutry and obstruct his passage to Peshour. 
By such a combination of the Dnranies the arrangements of 
the Kingdom wall he effected. It ■svill he seen which of these 
expectations will be realized. A report prevails that a Vakeel 
has been dispatched on the part of Rajah Sahib Sing and the 
Sirdars of IMalwa to Sirdar Runjeet Sing', and that they wish 
to effect some arrangements with him. The truth of this is 
best known to God, 

Goordeal, Vakeel of IMaharajah Dowlut Row, is said to 
he again coming. He has left Rutteealah and is now on his 
way to Rnnjeet. 

Sirdar Jodh Sing was prepared to march, postponed it 
yesterday on account of rain, and is expected to move to- 
morrow. 


D. OCHTERLONY, 
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76. From G. LvsiiiKaToy, Erqvirc, Acting Secretary to 

Government^ Fort WilUam, to Lieutenant- Golonel F. 
OaiiTERT.ONr, Gommanding at Lodliiana-, — dated the 9th 
January 1810, 

I AM directed by His Excellency tbo A^ice-President ia 
Council to acknowledge tke receipt of yonv letter of the 2 1st 
ultimo^ reporting tlie circumstances of an attack made on 
Lieutenant Wkite by a party of Akalies from Umritsir. 

2. His Excellency in Council entirely approves tbe 
measures , wbicli you adopted for tbe purpo.se of relieving 
Lieutenant White and bis ]3arty from tbe dangerous situation 
in wbicb they were x‘>laced by tbe hostile conduct of tbe 
lawless fanatics by ^vbom they wore attacked, and His 
Excellency in Council desires that you will employ your 
endeavors in tbe utmost degree which maj" be expedient for 
tbe discovery and punishment of tbe perpetrators of that 
unprovoked outrage. 

77. From Llculenant-Ooloiicl D. OciiTEnLOxiy Gonimandl ny a,t 

Loodcana, to 0. LusiiiEGToy, Fsguire, Acting Secretary 
io Government, Fort William, — No. Ft, dated 20lh 
January 1810. 

I iiAvn the honor to transmit translate of intelligence from 
Lahore to loth instant. My other uews-Avriter conlirms the 
principal fact of Eunjeet having seized the whole country of 
Sahib Sing of Cxoojrat with the exception of a small portion 
which he has given to Golab Sing, bis son ; Init he says 
nothing- of his future operations being certainh^ directed to 
13ahawul])ore and Mooltan, though this is certainly the 
prevalent opinion. 


ExcLosur.E TO 77. 

Funjal) Inlelligence from the IJtli to the IStli January 1810. 

Suhdae, Run.teet Sixg marched froin Jullalpore Avith 
intent to take Uknoor (the fort of wdiich jilace is extremely 
strong’) from Alum Sing, a partner of the Rajah of Junimop 
and dependant of Sahib Sing, and encamped at Munnawur. 
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Sui'clai' Saliib Sing- made lii.s escape and vreni to Goojrat. 
Eiiiiject vSing, having taken tlic country, demanded the three 
cannons ndiich Sahib Sing at tlie time o£ ])eing confined line! 
promised and wliicdi he non- refused, saying (hat rvhen Goojrat 
shall be taken from me the cannons vrill also become your 
property, Golab Sing, his son, however, is with Eunjcct 
Sing. The people, being oppressed, had petitioned him to 
send his own thana into .TuHalpore, or they should go to 
some other place and settle themselves. 

Runjeet Sing had sent messengers to verprirc the attend- 
ance of Alum Sing of L'knoor and SooUan Ivhan. Alum Sing, 
Rajpoot, who is a brother of the Jummoo Rajah, accordingly 
came, paid his respects, presented a horse and solicited 
protection, and said that both the fort and myself are at your 
service j if it is your desire to take the fort, you are welcome; 
I have no objection. Runject Sing hid him he contented and 
said that the fort of TJknoor is my object owing to its 
contiguity to Cashmere, and the road to that place from hence 
being’ safe my army being stationed here can opportunely 
take possession of Cashmere, and settlements with the Rajahs 
of the neighbourhood can be easily obtained. 

The Rajah of Chib, tlic Killahdar of IMungla, and the 
Rajah Ajoct Sing of J ummoo, came in obedience to the call of 
Surdar Runjeet Sing and presented nuzzers, and Koor Khan 
Sing’ with his troops has mai’ched from Lahore. Sudda Kooor 
have arrived there before. Jodh Sing, Ramgurhea, has 
reached the Army at jMunnawnr, and the Dewan (IMokum 
Chnnd), who had crossed the Ravee, may have also joined. 
Troops gathering from all eprarters nvo proceeding to the 
Army. 

Surdar Jodh Sing’, Kulsea, who was waiting at Umvitsir, 
marched from thence ou the 15th for the Army rvitli Rimjcefc, 
and the arrival of Surdar Futta Sing is expected very soon. 

It that Runjeet Sing purposes going to IMooItan, 

' wishes to y' ects to the King, 

^ ' not ( d towards In 


morro 
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apprehensive lest he may either imprison^ ask something- of 
great value, or be the cause o£ soiue injury to him. The 
Surclar intended Sialkote for the accommodation of the Eoyal 
Familjg and the King expects he should take IMooltan and 
give it to him. The SurdaKs intentions towards INIooltau and 
Bahawulpore are inflexible. He has assembled his troops and 
the different Surdars, and if ho did not mean to go personally, 
■\vhy has he called all his Surdars ? It is evident at least that 
he intends to visit Bahawulpore and levy contributions. 

1,400 cannon balls have lately been sent from Umritsir 
agreeably to orders, and a farther commission for 10,000 
blue lights has been received. 

H. OCHTERLONY. 


78 . From Licutcnanf-Cohrncl D. OciiTEnLoyi', Coinmnnding at 
Loodcana, to G. Lvsiiixgtoa', Fsquire, Acting Secretary 
to Government, Fort William, — No. IS, dated the 21st 
January IS 10, 

I HAVE the honor to transmit translate of intelligence 
received this day. 

It canirot hut be most morfiPying- and disagreeable to send 
information so various and contradictoi'y, but I trust I shall be 
pardoned when it is considered that from my situation I must 
depend on the communications of men who are accustomed to 
write all they hear or observe without comment or reflection. 

Eutta Sing has been repeatedly summoned by the Rajah, 
and if he delays any considerable time at Umritsir it will be 
some sort of proof that he has received orders to the effect, 
though not for the purpose mentioned. 


Englosuhe to 78. 

Punjab hitellirjcnce from the lOtli to the IStli January 1810. 
SuiiDAU Ruxjeet SiiJG remained encamped three days at 
IMunnawur. Rajah Jeet Sing of Jummoo, Alum Sing of 
Uknoor, Outar Sing of Mungla and Bhai Tab Sing, Chib, 


Punjab 

lutelligeuco. 
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Punjab 

lulelligcuce. 


Tn’itla other zcmeenclars ol: the country adjacent to the billsj- 
came to tlio Ilazoori and nearly tlie uiulermcniionccl eum 
as nuzzerana Laving’ been settled — 



Rs. 

Rajali Jeet Shig of Juiniiioo ^ 

. 30,000 

Alum Sing of Uknoor . 

. 15,000 

Outar Sing of iMungla . 

5,000 

RLai Lab Sing of Chib . 

5,000 


they ■v"ere Euffiered to depart; bub Sultan Kliaip Itajali of 
Rajaoreej being a dependant on Caslmicrc and relying on the 
strength of bis own place, did not make bis appearance. On 
tlie contrary, ho made his escape and took shelter in a ])laco of 
securitju The Snrdar, having appointed Futta Sing, Chachce, 
to chastise him, marched from thence and returned to Jullal- 
poro, the inhahitants of whieli place being redneed to the 
greatest distress by tbo tyranny of Golanb Sing made daily 
complaints to tbe Eajab, -n’lio sent for the mother of Golanb 
Sing from tbe town, placed his own people there and commit- 
ted her sou to a guard in camp. 


Sahib Sing, 'uFo ’u’lthont notice had loft camp and 
sheltered himself at Goojrat and -who refused to give up his 
cannons, heiug apprehensive of his life, has made his escape 
from thence also with 20 horses towards klimgla and Eajaoree, 
whereupon tbe Surdar sent Hakeem Azeezoodiu to settle tkat 
country, and when he liad effected the settlement of both 
the town and fort of Goojrat the Surdar himself went and 
remained there one nig’ht. 

The pnrgjinna of Shahdra is given to Dlnmput Brahman 
as jagir in lieu of tbe wages of 200 horse. It is said that 
the K'llladar of Bujwat was accidcntl}- mot by Hookma Sing, 
Chimnee, in making his escape- at night and plundered of 
about 15 horses and property. 

In reply to the desire of Brmjeot Sing that the Iving- 
should come to Ramnagur or Bind Dadun Khan and meet him, 
KhoosPallj Mull came from the King and represented that 
the King- said: “I Lave hut .lately arrived here and have 
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EufEered miicli both in circumstances and property. I have not Punjai) 
tbe power tol’p'o nor brs.Ye I tbe means of furnishing’ myself 
Ti'itli necessaries for the journejg but if the Surdar will himself 
come here we shall mect.'’^ Tlie Surdar anxiously desires a 
meeting. It shall' be seen v.diere they meet. Denan hlukum 
Chund has joined the Army. 

Yesterday^ tLe ISth^ one hour after it became night, Futta 
Sing, Allowalla, simply a,ttendcd, arrived at Umritsir, and the 
following day the whole of his troops, tents, cannons and 
camp followers arrived. On the 17th Gooroo Bissumhher Dass 
of Jnncleall, with his troops, also arrived at Umritsir and put 
up with Futta Sing', who has this day reviewed his force. 
Goordeal, the Vaheel of Dowlirt Row, paid his respects to 
Futta Sing and said that at present Maharajah Dowlut Row 
and Jnswaut Row have mutual]}" connived at and insligatcnl 
Meer Khan to create disturb.ances rvith the English, and tJjey 
are waiting for you. The English have by wlieedling and 
deception taken the country. Since tliey have taken tlie cast 
and south and subjected the Chiefs of those countries, of what 
extent is the Pnujaub ? But the Surdars of timse cpiarters 
Iiav'e yet some strength. To yon no time c,an he Ijetter or more 
jweeious than the present, and if yon will unite with fifty 
thousand horse, the sulrjeetion of the enemy will Ire effected 
with great ease and facility, and to pass over such a moment 
for a future period will only Ire the cause of regret and repent- 
ance. Surdar Futta Sing, upon hearing tliis, .said that }'ou 
should meet with Ruujeet Sing-. I also shall speak to him 
upon this subject, and whatever shall be hi.s wish shall be 
mine. 

I have learned from a trustworthy person v'crhally that 
Surdha Ram, son of Khooshally Mull, sent by Surdar Ruujeet 
Sing to Futta Sing, lias this day arrived, and in private said 
to him that the Surdar Bahadur wishes you should assemble 
the whole of your troops at Umritsir, and Ire personally ill' 
readiness for a movement with everything' necessary. I shall 
also very soon arrive and proceed towards Hindoostau. 


D. OCITTERLONY. 
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Sti'oug-tlien- 
ing of Foi'fc 
of Ludhiana, 


Limitation 
of encroach- 
ments of the 
Gurhhas. 


79. Ero'i^'ii 0. E\J sill ^ G'FO f RjS^iiiic, Acf Scc7ctctTy to Covem- 

me7if, Fort William, to Licutenani-Goloncl D. OciitiTl- 
lonr, Gommandinrf at Lodltiana, — dated the 23rd January 
1810. 

I AM directed I)}”- His Excellency tire Yice-President in 
Council to aeknondedg-e the receipt of your disputcli Ho. 4-1, 
dated the Slsb nltimo/ enclosing’ a copy of a letter from 
Brigade-major Browurigg' describing his proceedings itnder 
your orders for laying in a stock of grain and other articles 
ecpral to filtcen da 3 "s'’ consumption for the force under your 
command; and to inform you that the Yiee-President in Council 
considers the terms under which the stores have been provided 
to be highly'- advantageous to the publiC; and that Brigade- 
major Brownrigg^s prudent and zealous exertions are entire!}' 
approved by Ilis Exccllenc}' in Council. 

80. F, •om G. LusiiiHGTOy, Esquire, Acting Secretary to Govern' 

ment, Fori William, to Licnicnani-Coloncl D. Ocuter- 
T.oyy, Commanding at Lodhiana, — dated 23rd January 
1810. 

I HAVE had the honor to receive and lay before Ilis Ex- 
celleucj^ the ACcc-Presideut in Council your dispatch No. 43, 
dated the 30th ultimo," enclosing copies of your further 
correspondence Avith the Dewau hlohkum Chund, and of a 
letter to your address from the Commander of the Goorkha 
force. 

2'. The tenor of j'our reply to the Dewau is entirely 
approved by His Excellency the k'^ice-President in Council. 

3. You harm alreadj'- been informed that your late cor- 
respondence with Ummor Sing has been transmitted to Fort St. 
George for the orders of the Governor-General; iu couseguence, 
however, of the near approach of the Goorkha troops to the 
possessions of the Sikh Chiefs uuder our protection, His 
Excellency in Council apprehends that considerable embarrass- 
ment may ensue unless the Goorkha Chief be early apprized 
of the limits to which he must confine his operations in order 

* 74 supra. 



II. ] LUDHIANA AGENCY EECOEDS, 1810-11. 


175 


to avoid interfei-ence wifcli the possessions under the protection 
of the British Government. 

4. The imperfect knowledge possessed by Government of 
the exact geographical situation of those places which are the 
scenes of the present depredations of the Goorkhas prevents the 
Vice-President in Council from deliuing those limits with 
much precision^ hut His' Excellency in Council will approve 
your stating to the Goorkha Chief that he cannot be permitted 
to extend his conquests to the districts below the hills ; and^ 
in the event of further discussions with TJmmer Siug^ you will 
consider the principle above noticed as a ride for the guidance 
of 3 'our conduct until you shall have been furnished with the 
instructions of the Right Honorable the Governor-General. 

5. It is inexpedient in every point of view that Rajah 
Saheb Sing should interfere in any manner in the disunites 
between Runjeet Sing and the Goorkhas. You will therefore 
be pleased to intimate to Saheb Sing that if he takes any part 
in the contest he will incur the displeasure of the British 
Government. 

G. His Excellency in Council is aware of the difficulty 
which you must experience in adjusting the numerous and 
vexatious claims wffiich the restless proprietors of contiguous 
laud refer to your decision, and in the judgment of His 
Excellency in Council the mode which you generally adopt of 
advising the contending parties to consent to mutual restitu- 
tion of plundered property and arbitration in tbe case of 
disputed boundaries is the best wdiicli, considering the nature 
of the Government and the habits of the people, can be 
adopted. 

7. His Excellency in Council deems it advisable that 
you should be kept regularly informed of the state of affairs 
at the klarhatta Courts; and the Resident at Delhi wdll 
therefore be instructed to communicate to yon such intelli- 
gence as he may obtain of the projects and intentions of 
those Durbars. 


luterferenco 
of Patiala 
ill disputes 
between 
Paiijlt Singh 
and the 
Gurkhas, 


Adyistmont 
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of Sildi lauded 
proprietors. 
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81. From A. SnroN., Esquire, Ticsident at Dclili, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel D. OciiTL'Rf.oyr, Commanding at LudJuancli , — 
dated the 21th of January 1810. 

TiiL cruel and n’anton ouirage lately committed uj'ion 
Lieutenant White while surveying- tlic country in the vicinity 
of Latiudali has, no doultfc, made the deepest impressiou 
upon your mind. Whether viewed in the light of a wanton 
act of harharous aggression upon a party of inoffensive 
persons, or considered in the light of a national insult from 
the puhlic nature of Lieutenant White’s then situation, I 
confess it appears to me to be of the utmost importance to our 
proper political influence in that cpiarter to evince to the Sikhs 
of every ranh and description that so atrocious an act of 
aggression will not he suffered to take place with impunity. It 
appears that the ringleader of the banditti was a person called 
Lhola Sing, wdio is an XJkaulec, or priest, and lives at a place 
called Dum-dummeh Jee in the vicinity (as I understand) of 
Latindah, but that ho neither professes allegiance to Eajah 
Saheb Sing nor to llajah Jeswant Sing, but acts as if he -^vere 
independent of both. It strikes me, however, that, if the 
active co-operation of those Chiefs and the cordial aid of their 
local exertions could be obtained, much might bo effected, and 
I have accordingly expressed to them my expectation that 
they would exert themselves upon the occasion. I have the 
honor to transmit herewith a copy of my correspondence on 
the subject with Jeswunt Sing, and a transcript of a letter 
which I have addressed to Eajah Saheb Sing, ^ from which you 
wall be pleased to observe that I have candidly declared that, 
though I acted merely from myself, and without the orders 
of my Government, Avhose instructions on the subject I had 
not yet received, I did not imagine that Government would 
rest contented with the poor and unsatisfactory amends of 
the robbers being obliged to make restltirtion of the plundered 
jn’operty. I wms desirous of availing myself of this oppor- 
tunity to lay down the principle that, according' to our 
notions of justice and of j^olicy, the compelling' banditti 
to relincpush and restore their booty rrpon such occasions will 

^ Not traceable in the Punjab Records. 
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never be deemed by ns mi adequate amends ; and I was 
the rather desirous of mabing- this declaration upon tbe 
present occasion because^ as it is combined witb an explicit 
assurance that however conformable to tbe g’eneral spirit 
and principle of our system its application to tbe case in 
question originates wdtb myself, tbe British Government is 
not committed by tbe measure, and in the event of its beiug 
pleased to deem it expedient to deviate from tbe doctrine 
which I have laid down, and to adopt a language of a 
palliative and modifying nature, it will have it in its power 
so to do, without inconsistency or relaxing from its dignity. 
To myself, I confess, it aiipears to be an occasion which 
calls for high and spirited expostulation, were it only to 
guard against the repetition of such atrocity in future. 

2. I have only to add that I shall ho very happy to be 
honored with any communications from you upon this painful 
but interesting subject. 

82, Drom Lieidenanf-Oolonel D. Ocuterlo^'T, Gommandlnrj 
at Loodeana, to 0. Lusuikgtoe, Esquire, Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, — No. 19, dated the 30th 
January 1810. 

I HAVE tbe honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of your 
letter of the 9th instant,^ and am highly gratified to learn 
that the measures I adopted on receipt of Lieutenant Whitens 
note have been approved by His Excellency the Vice-Pres- 
ident in Council. 

2. It does not appear to me that Bhola Sing was 
actuated by fanaticism, but solely by the desire of plunder, in 
his attack on that officer, in which, from the same motive, he 
was joined by a number of the inhabitants of tbe neighbour- 
ing villages over whom tbe Surdars possess very little 
authority, and there cannot well be a stronger proof of 
the imbecility of Rajah Sahib Singh than his suffering 
such a fellow arid with so small a body of troops (at the 
utmost not exceeding fifty horsemen) to seize and retain one 

‘ 7G supra. 
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of Ill's villages^ and by lliat means increasing the means and 
power of the zemcendars to resist bis autborily and witbbold 
tbeir rents. 

8. I bare ventnred in a letter to tbe Resident at Debli 
(a copy of wbicb will accompany this address) to offer my 
opinion that tbe punishment and expulsion of Bbola Sing 
from tbeir districts sbould not only be demanded and insisted 
upoUj but that it sbould be done by tbemselvcs, unaided by 
any Britisb troops, in order to ensure tbeir future vigilance, 
and to evince that such conduct will not pass unnoticed 
or unpuiiisbed by Government. 

4. It is not possible that they can with truth protend 
inability, and tbe trifling inconvenience it might put them to, 
if they would sustain any, would perhaps be the moans of 
securing tbe safety aud protection of any other officer 
employed on similar service. 

5. Perhaps even on any future occasion of that nature 
it might be thought advisable to call on the Chiefs to furnish 
fifty or a hundred men each, undor a proper aud respectable 
dependant of tbeir own, instead of sending an escort of regular 
troops. 

G. Sbould this plan be adopted, tbe officer deputed on a 
survey would be at once placed under tbeir protection aud 
respousibility, aud those frivolous aud probably ill-fouuded 
complaints wbicb tbej'- are accustomed to make would bo 
avoided. 

7. The smallest detachment of British troops must 
necessarily have supplies of firewood, grain, &c., and if they 
Avill not bring them out to tbe camp for sale, wbicb tbe 
villagers often refuse, altboug-b assured of a fair price and a 
protecting guard, some ground of complaint may occur, but 
with a Sikh escort they turn tbeir horses into tbe fiuost 
grain fields aud not a murmur is beard. 

8. I have ventured to offer this opinion to the consider- 
ation of His Excellency in Council under an idea that some 
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future attempt may be made to survey tliose turbulent 
districts^ and I knorv of none more likely to be attended rvitb 
success unless the Surveyor rvas attended by such a force of 
reg'ulars as might defy opposition and be able to supply 
themselves. 

9. I have the honor to send copy and translation of a 
letter received last night from a native in my employ at 
Lahore in reply to some observations which I made to him 
and which seem to me worthy of being communicated to His 
Excellency in Council. 

10, I take the liberty of requesting attention to the 
last paragraph^ which I have translated to the best of my 
ability in the same loose manner of the original ; and I would 
wish to submit to those more conversant in the language than 
myself whether the writer does not mean to state that all the 
preparations alluded to are defensive and the result of 
apprehension and jealousy rather than hostile intentions. 
My reason for so particularly soliciting attention to this 
paragraph in the original is that it may bear a different 
interpretation. 


Enclosure to 82.. 

Translation of a letter from a Naiiuc at Lahore. 

On the 25th by the hands of a JiiirJcaraJi I received your 
letter mentioning that the Colonel complained of the vague 
information I sometimes giv'e, and desiring that 1 wmuld 
weig'h well the intelligence I send and say how far it was 
founded on truth or probable falsehood. 

It is necessary that whatever I hear I should represent to 
the Colonelj because such things as to me .appear false may 
afterwards prove true and take effect, and then I should 
seem neglectful, nor can I be responsible that they will or will 
not occur. (For instance) Lalla Surdaram told Futta Sing that 
the Rajah^s intention was to move towards Hindoostan, and 


Intelligence 
from Lahore. 
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Intenigenco 
from Laliore. 


that lie was for the present to remain and protect this 
countiy at Umritsir, to collect his force at one spot^ and to 
xemaln prepared to march. There is no donbt that he said 
thls^ for an ag-ent whom I employed at Umritsir received this 
information from the Haishlcar of Surdaram and gave it to 
me. I therefore rejiorted it, bnt how can I say positively that 
such a one (the Rajah) will come to Hindoostan. 

In the assemblies and consultations of the Surdars an 
attack on that cpiarter is often the subject, bnt on account of 
a deficiency of treasure and a wmnt of unanimity amongst 
them this design has not been accomplished. 

It is obvious that exceiit Futta Sing, Alloivalah, and Jodh 
Sing, Ramgurriah, there is not a Surdar left, or if one remains 
he is without power. The object of the Rajah in thus 
reducing them is that if he suffered them to remain in any 
strength they would probably desert him in the hour of 
necessity. He therefore has subdued all the ancient Chiefs 
and given their lands to his own rislitadars or dependants, 
Avho in case of necessity would act in obedience to his orders ; 
but there cannot be the least doubt that if ho had the power 
he would not delay an attack. There is no one at present who 
can oppose him but the British Government. 

The Maharattas, such as Dowlut Row and others, arc 
instigating him to commence hostilities, and he on his part 
is desirous that they should begin and he would join them, 
and in this latter plan the Dewan IMokum Chund coincides. 
This is the present state of matters. 

The Rnjah is possessed of understanding and weighs well 
what he undertakes. It does not therefore appear probable 
that at this moment the Rajah will attempt anything, 
xklthough the Vakeel of DowUrt Row is come and seeks to 
entice him', yet all the preparations he is maldng in assenihling 
his troops, raising- hattalions on the English plan and putting 
his forts in a state of defence arc only prcpai'atory to that day 
when he may possibly encounter the English Army. 

E. OCHTERLOHY. 
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83. From A. Seton, Esquire, Bcsident at Eehli, to Lieideiiant- 
Oolonel D. Oouterloni', Gonimanding at LtiLlhianeh,—- 
dated the 12tli February 1810. 


I HAVE the honor to ackuowledg’e the receipt of your 
dispatch of the 39th ultimo^ on the subject of the attack made 
upon Lieutenant White. I have also received your letter of 
the following date, enclosing your dLspatch No. 49 ^ to Gov- 
ernment on the same interesting, though distressing, subject. 

3. It would no doubt be extremely desirable to avail 
ourselves, as suggested by you, of the exertions of the 
friendly Sikh Chiefs for the purpose of effecting the seizure 
and punishment of Bhola Sing, the ringleader of the banditti, 
if, upon such an occasion, their zealous co-operation could 
be depended upon. I fear, however, that, partly from the 
inefficiency of their troops and partly from the character 
of sanctity attached by them to that sanguinary robber, as an 
Ukaulee, their unaided exertions would be inadequate to 
the attainment of the object. 


Measures for 
ontaiuiug 
redress for 
the attack 
on Lieuten- 
ant Wliite, 
Surveyor. 


3. In supposing Bhola Sing to be an Ukaulee I am 
not guided by mere report. I have even reason to believe 
that he is one of those bloodthirsty fanatics who made 
the unprovoked attack at Umritser upon the JMission to 
Lahore last year during the celebration of the ceremonies 
of the Mohurrum ; for, on referring' to the Umritser news- 
paper of the 25th Lebruary 1809, I find the name of 
Bhola Sing mentioned as the ringleader of that ferocious bcand. 
According to the information of Bajah Jeswaut Sing he was 
formerly in the service of Bajah Buujeet Sing, and was 
dismissed on account of his tumultuous and disobedient 
conduct, since when he has resided at Dumdummeh Jee, 
a refractory town in the country of Bajah Sahib Sing. In a 
letter which I lately addressed to Ilumeer Sing, the Vackeel 
at this place on the part of B.ajah Sahib Sing of Putteealah, 
I expressed my astonishment, concern and disappointment 
both at the Baja„hA not having originally provided for 
Lieutenant WhiteA personal security, and at his not having 

^ 82 suyra. 
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exerted liitnself in apprebending tlie banditti. In replj', tbc 
Vackeel acquainted me that, as Bbola Sing-, after bis attack 
upon Lieutenant White, bad withdrawn first to Tolwundee in 
the country of Sahib Sing, and then to a strong independ- 
ent place called Mukootsur, in the vicinity of the troops 
of IMobkuin Cliund, llimjeeks Dcwan, it w'as not in 
the power of bis master (Rajah Sahib Sing) to punish 
that robber. The Vackeel further recommends that, in the 
event of its being deemed expedient to effect tlic punish- 
ment of Bbola Slug, the necessary communication may be 
made to you, and the co-operation of the other Sikh Chiefs 
solicited, in order to insure success. This suggestion can 
only relate to Jeswunt Sing, since, of all the friendly and 
dependent Sikh Chiefs, those of Nahah and Putteealab are 
the only SurdaxB whose territories arc situated in the vicinity 
of Bbola Sing’s place of retreat. It is indeed near the 
south-eastern frontier of Rajah Runjoet Sing’s possessions. 
But from him or his Dewan, jMohkum Chund, no active 
co-operation upon this occasion could be expected. 

4. I have deemed it necoss.aiy to enter into these details 
previously to acquainting you that Government has been 
pleased to authorize me, in the event of my ascertaining 
that Bbola Sing has actually found refuge in Runjeet 
Sing’s camp, to address a representation to that Chief requir- 
ing his delivery to the authority of the British Government. 
It certainly would appear from public report, as also from 
the intelligence communicated to me by the Sikh Chiefs 
now at Delhi, that Bbola Sing did proceed to Mohkum 
Chund’s camp in the vicinity of Kotekapoora, and that 
he was permitted to remain there. Still, however, previous- 
ly to making the application in question I should he happy 
to he informed whether you have reason to believe, from 
such authentic intelligence as yon may have received on 
the subject, that this was actually the case. In the event of 
its being true, I should conceive it would warrant a strong 
expostulation with Runjeet Sing on the unfriendly coudiict 
of his Dewan towards the British Government. With 
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respect to tlie person o£ Bliola Sing, as it is probable that be ]\ren.snres for 
is now returned to his usual habitation o£ Dumdumnieh Jee 
or Mubootsur, it strikes me that nothing but the attack tte attack 
and reduction o£ those places, if completely in his interest ant While, 
or under his influence, could be considered as adequate Surveyor, 
satisfaction. Yet, if the united efforts of the Eajahs of 
Nabah and Putteealah are in truth unable to effect this, I 
really know not how, under existing circumstances, it is 
to be accomplished. On being fa.vored with jmnr reply to this 
letter, I shall address Government finally on the subject, 
which I consider as a matter of infinite importance to the 
name and credit of the British Government in this quarter. 

P. S .- — I have the pleasure to transmit a copy of my 
corre.spondenc 0 with Humeer Sing, the Yackeel of Putteealah, 
referred to in the 8rd paragraph of this dispatch. 

84 . From Lieiilcnant-Colonel D. OcuTERLOyr, Command Inrj at 
Loodcana, to E. Setor', Esquire, Besident at Dehli , — 
dated the 20th of February 1810. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th instant,^ and in consequence to send you 
extracts ^ from all my Putteealah newspapers that contain any 
information respecting the Ulcallee, Phoola Sing, antecedent 
and subsequent to his attack on Lieutenant Y'hite. 

3, By these extracts it would a.ppear that Humeer Siug 
is so far warranted in his assertions that intelligence was 
received there that Phoola Sing had gone to Kotekapoora, but 
this circumstance is positively and peremptorily denied by 
Mokum Chund’s Yakeel, and I have no means at this moment 
of establishing the fact. To the assertions of the latter I am 
inclined to give the most credit, but supposing the Putteealah 
intelligence to be true, I take the liberty to observe that I 
should still think all e.xpostulation improper, because I conceive 
it would be useless. I would not wish to be thought insen- 
sible or indifferent to the atrocious conduct of Phoola Sing, 

^ 83 mjtra. 

- Kot traceable in tbe Punjab Records. 
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but I am anxious tliat any animadversion made by tbe Britisb 
Government should not be susceptil)lo o£ denial;, and above all 
that tbe subject o£ our complaint should not be retorted on 
our orvu prot%6s. Harung' been much iu the habit o£ corre- 
sponding' ■with the Rajah of Lahorej I have no doubt he would 
deny the fact even if true and he knew it to be so, and he 
would allege its im2U'obabIlIty on the notorious fact that 
Phoola Sing was expelled from his territory and the lands 
given for his subsistence confiscated on account of his conduct 
towards the British Mission, and to prove his respect for 
and good-will to the British Government he would in all 
irrobabllity, and In my ofunion with great justice, comment 
on the conduct of Rajah Sahib Sing for having suffered 
a miscreant, who was universally known as the chief insti- 
gator and leader of that base and sanguinary massacre, to 
find an asylum iu his country ; and he might observe that 
even if he was inadequate to the task of dispossessing him, 
still it was a duty of allegiance and of gratitude to have 
intimated to the officer.? of the British Government that 
such a man had obtained a footing', and not have permitted 
their first knowledge of the circumstance to have been ol>- 
tained by a renewal of his atrocities in the country which 
they have taken under their ^n-otection. 

3. There was not a Chief on this side of the Sutledge 
■who was ignorant of the fact and cause of his exinrlsion from 
the Punjab, nor in all j^robability one who did not know of 
his having gone to Dumdumajee, and to their cul^rable neglect 
and silence on this subject I cannot hel^r ascribing every 
consequence that followed. 

4. It Is on this account more jiarticularly, and on another 
which I shall mention hereafter, that I am anxiously desirous 
the seizure or expulsion of Phoola Sing should be their own 
act under the orders of the British Government, and that 
all the notice taken of the circumstance to the Rajah of 
Lahore should be limited to an intimation that his seizure was 
ordered, and it would be considered as an attention to the 
British Government if he would deliver up the assassin should 
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he again seek refuge in the country from whieli his miscon- 
duct had formerly occasioned his banishmeut. 

5. Having in recollection the massacre at Banares^ I 
need not observe to you^ vho are so intimately conversant u’ith 
the customs of Hindoostanees^ bow generally averse they are 
to deliver up any one who has placed himself under their 
protection; and how very rarely they discriminate between 
the fugitives of misfortuuc and of crime. 

G. From Runjeet our experience does not warrant us to 
expect a firm and dignified refusal; Imt w'e have on the contrary 
every reason to believe that he would have recourse to every 
species of evasion, subterfuge and falsehood. Previously there- 
fore to making' any demand on the Rajah of Lahore; I should 
humbly conceive it would be advisable to ascertain how far 
the Right lion’ble the Governor-General in Council would, 
under present circumstances; deem it expedient to make a 
peremptory demand with only the alternative of the delivery 
of his person or war; foi'; if we are to rest satisfied with such 
falsehobcl -and evasions as he will not hesitate to adopt, and 
wdiich he considers merely as political finesse, I cannot help 
thinking it would be better it were never made. 

7. I have entered into this long discussion because I 
conceive it by no means improbable that Phoola Sing, though 
at this moment at Tulwandy or Dumdumajee, might on the 
advance of a British detachment in that direction again solicit 
the protection of the Rajah of Lahore; and it seems to me very 
desirable that, before we attach a great importcvnce to w'hat is 
jiast; every possible consequence should be maturely weighed, 
and if In the opinion of Government a rupture with Ruujeet 
is rather to be desired than avoided, there is no doubt we 
cannot insist too strongly on the delivery of Phoola Sing 
should he fly to him for protection, but, if a demand is made 
which is not to be enforced by arms, it wdll in my opinion be 
only to afford him a cause for triumph in the success of his 
s_ystem of falsehood and prevarication and to awaken a jealousy 
which; if not entirely subsided, seems to have lost much of Its 
violence. 


Measures for 
obtaining 
redress for 
the attack 
on Lieuten- 
ant White, 
Surveyor. 
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8. I Itave ventured to submit tbis subject to your 
consideration as it apjrears to affect our external relations. It 
now only remains to point out sucb circumstances as appear 
to have an effect on the minds or dispositions of tbe Chiefs 
under our protection, to elucidate which I shall transmit 
accompanying such accounts as I have received of the 
strength, situation and sanctity of Dumdumajee, in which 
Phoola Sing is now said to have taken refuge. 

9. I must, however, beg leave to refer you for geograph- 
ical information to Lieutenant White, w'ho, having been 
at or near the spot, can pioint out the exact site of this 
place and will determine its distance fi’om the military posts 
of Kurnaul, Hansie or Loodeana. 

10. Dumdumajee is situated about a coss from Tul- 
waudy, and is, from what cause I know not, considered a sacred 
place ly the Sikhs, where there are seldom less than from three 
to five hundred Ukalies, and it is I imagine from this 
circumstance that the event of Phoola Sing having arrived 
there was never mentioned by Rajah Sahib Sing or by any of 
tbe many Chiefs or their Yakecls who have been in attendance 
during my command at Loodeana ; and from this incident I 
draw the conclusion that an attack on this nest of fanatics 
■u'ould not only he unsupported, but would in all probability 
be considered as a sacrilege for which our protection and 
friendship would be but an inadccpiate ecjuivalent, and would 
in fact render them decidedly hostile to our Government if we 
should ever have occasion for their services. It is necessary, 
however, to state that this is merely conjecture and is only 
mentioned in the idea that yon may be able, without seeming 
to have a doubt, to ascertain the sentiments of the Chiefs now 
at Dchlie as to an attack by 'US on this sanctuary. 

11. These observations and remarks, suggested by your 
letter of tbe Idth instant, I have thought it my duty to com- 
munlca.te without reserve, and I feel persuaded that, although 
they may not appear to yon so well founded or so im 2 iortant as 
they seem to my mind, you will pardon an excess of caution 
at this moment, when it seems so desirable to conciliate c\’cry 
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Native pover and to eradicate as mucli as possible tbe too 
prevalent opjinion that -we grasp at every pretext to ang'ment 
our territory and extend our dominion. 

12. In 'my communications on tbis subject witli Rajah 
Sabib^Sing I have expressed myself very candidly of bis great 
neglect and inattention^ but I have never seemed to consider 
tbe whole bb.me to rest with him, and it will appear from tbe 
extract of intelligence ^ which I have tbe honor to transmit 
that it never appears be was unable to resist tbe encroaebment 
of tbis villain, but that bis forbearance either proceeded from 
bis idiot imbecility, or bis fanaticism. 


Measures for 
obtaining 
redress for 
tlio attack 
on Lieuten- 
ant tVbite, 
Surveyor. 


85. From A. 8 ET 0 ^\ Fsqtiire, Resident at DeJilif to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel D. OciiTFRLOyr, Commanding at Ludhi- 
aneli, — dated the 23rd of February 1810. 

With reference to my letter of tbe 1 2tli instant ^ to your 
address, on the' subject of the attack made upon Lieuten- 
ant White in tbe mouth of December last, I have now tbe 
honor to accpiaint you that, in conformity to my urgent 
suggestions, tbe three Sikh Chiefs now at Debli, vis., Rbye 
Laid Sing, Rajah Bbaug Sing and Rajah Jeswunt Sing, have 
agreed to unite their joint efforts to those of Rajah Sahib 
Sing of Putteealab for tbe purpose of seizing and bringing to 
punishment Ebola Sing, tbe ringleader of tbe gaug of banditti 
by whom tbe outrage in cpiestion was committed, and tliat 
Humeer Sing, the A^'ackeel at tbis place on tbe part of Rajah 
Sahib Sing, has engaged for tbe hearty co-operation of bis 
master in tbis most necessary exertion. Prom tbe Rajah 
himself I have not beard since tbe plan has been determined 
upon, but bis A^ackeel entertains no doubt of bis entering- 
heartily into tbe cause. I am aware that from himself, 
in consequence of tbe imbecility of bis character, nothing- 
is to be expected. But I trust that those who have tbe 

* Not traceable iu the Punjab Eecords. 

® 83 svyra. 
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management of Iiis affairs will see the necessity of exerting 
themselves upon the occasion. 

3. If the joint enjeavor.s of those Chiefs be exerted^ I 
have no doubt of their success ; and, as the liajah of Putteea- 
lah has a direct and evident Interest in the result, since it 
would re-establish his authority in a part of his country 
where it is not at present acknowledged, I should hope that 
real co-operation may be expected from the persons Avho have 
the management of his affairs. 

3. The principal anxiety of the Chiefs appears to arise 
from a fear lost the troops of Punjeet Sing stationed at or 
near Kots Ivapoora should assist Bhola Sing. This, however, 
appears to me to be veiy improbable, and so I have told 
them. Prom the enclosed copy of my corresiJondence with 
Sahib Sing you will he pleased to observe that ho lays 
considerable stress upon the likelihood of the influence of the 
Dewau Mohkum Chuncl being exercised in opposing the 
plan. 

4. Possibly j’-our exerting yoiir influence with Rajah 
Sahib Sing upon this occasion and endeavoring to make him 
and his advisers perceive the great advantage to that Chief 
with which the plan would be atteuded (exclusive of the 
obligation which he is under to exert himself ou the groimds 
of justice) would tend to secure their co-operation. 


86 . Intelligence relating to Raja Singh from the dth to 

the 10th March ISIO. 

On the 4th the Rajah came to the Eaclgah and sent for 
Haheeh Olla Khan, the brother-in-law of Shujali-ul-Mulk, 
and Jummyet Roy, Yakeel of Nawab Mozuffer Khan, and 
directed them to go and desire the Nawab to deliver over the 
fort (iMooltan), and in ease of refusal to inform him that he' 
was determined not to leave the place until subdued. Sooltan' 
Ah, a gunner who had about a year ago left the service of the 
Surdax and had since been in the employ of the Nawab, seeing 
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the distressed state of the besieg-ed^ deserted and came over to 
Runjeetj who made him a present of SOO rupees and placed 
him in charge of the cannon he had before. Numbers of the 
Surdar^s troops, in consequence of the scarcity of provisions, 
had gone into the country towards Tolumbba and Hm-riana, 
and Bhawnlpoor, and had brought away grain and cattle, but 
at the request of Gunnaish Dass, Vakeel, the cattle belonging 
to the country of the Nawab w'-ere returned and orders issued 
against plunder in that direction. 

On the 5th the Surdars Meet Singh, Nehal Singh and 
others, who in obedience to the orders of the Surdar had 
pushed on their approaches, were met by the counter-ap- 
proaches of the besieged, when five of the Ilajah'’s men were 
killed and the rest fled. Originally Nawab MozufCer Khan 
offered to give Runjeet Sing two lacs of rupees and a 
number of horses, with one of his sous to remain in his 
service. The Surdar had referred this subject to Dewan 
Mohkum Cliund for advice, who replied that if that sum had 
been taken at Utcli it would have been of no consequence ; 
but, as batteries have been erected and operations actually 
begun, it is not advisable to return without the surrender 
of the fort. It is probable that this place, which is a second 
Kangra, will soon yield to your prosperous fortune, as the 
enemy has but a small force and no probability of support. 

On the 6th the Surdar sent Gunnaish Dasis, Jummyet Roy 
and Kurm Shah to the Nawab Mozulfer Khan to inform him 
that His Majesty Shuja-rd-Moolk had given him the country 
under his own seal; that it would be best for him to surrender, 
but, if it was not agreeable to him to give the country to the 
Surdar, he might deliver it over to the brother-in-law of 
Shuja-ul-Moolk, The Nawab replied that the whole of the 
country had been plundered, and he had not the means now to 
give more than 1,25,000 rupees (which according to the usual 
appreciation in Kabul was equal to five lacs of rupees), the 
personal services of one of his sons and his own in the same 
manner that he had formerly paid them to the King, but 
that, if he had resolved on his expulsion, he was equally 
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determined notr to suiTeiider tlie fort wliile lie lived. On tliis 
message the Surdar sent to the Commandants and observed 
to them angrily that^ as they had now broken down a yard of 
the top of the wallj they might carry the place by assault. 
Jowahir Singh and others observed thak owing to the height^ 
an assault was still impracticable, but if he was determined 
the}'- requested him to pay the troops their arrears for 
eleven months that their families may have wherewith to 
subsist while they lament the loss of their relations. The 
Surdar, hearing this, remained silent. Several of the Sikh 
Surdars are jealous of the Dewan at his fomenting a quarrel 
which had been nearly adjusted, and in which thousands 
might probably be killed. It is also said that the Dewan 
repents of his advice. Ilujjub Ali Khan of the Guvh Maha- 
Rajeh-Walali and his brother Sooltan Ali Khan, who were 
in confinement by Runjeet Sing, have agreed to pay 15,000 
impees, and having given their sons as hostages have departed 
for the purpose of fulfilling their engagements. 30,000 rupees 
has been agreed for payments by Mohnmmud Khan, Moon- 
gvawalah, through his Vakeel. Mohummud Sadik had before 
sent a camel, a matchlock, musket and 5 Ichillats by Gnnnaisli 
Dass, his Vakeel, to Iluujeet Sing, and this morning a 
confidential servant arrived charged with the delivery of two 
horses and a camel, finely ornamented, as a tribute, and fifty- 
five thousand rupees in cash was agreed to be paid, 

On the 7th Surdars Meet Sing, Bhrena, [sic) and Nehal 
Sing, Ootareewalah and Ghundah Sing, Salfee, wore succes- 
sively sent to the Dewan to say that he made no attempts to 
advance the siege, and directed him to push on his approaches 
that the fort might soon surrender. The Dewan said that he 
was not one moment idle, but by the blessing of God it would 
be shortly accomplished, and showing 6 pair of golden 
bangles to bis soldiers he promised any one of them a pair 
who would push on the trenches, but on [that day no one 
would undertake it. 

On the 8th the Surdar sent Bysakha Sing into the 
their pulse y about 10 o^clock he came hack and 
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reported tliat tliey “n’ere ■n’illing' to give 1,25,000 rupees, but lutelligcnce 

urged the plunder of the country as an excuse for their ;i 

inability to give more, on which the Surdar, enraged, said Siugh. 

that the A^akeels had already offered two lacs and many 

horses, and that from his report he considered all his people 

to be swa,yed by bribery. This day the Dewaii by large offers 

and great encouragements advanced his trenches, and ladders 

and other materials are preparing to storm the place. Of 

four mines carried on from the city, the besieged have sprung 

one, and two mines, one of the Dewan and one of Dul Sing, 

Naharuab, are carried on cprite close, and about 4 o^clock in the 
evening the latter Irrought some of the bricks of the wall and 
reported to the Surdar that they had got under the bastion, 
and by the blessing of God everything would soon be ready. 

The Surdar was much pleased and gave him 4,000 rupees for 
the expense of the force, besides 5 villages, a horse, a pair 
of shawls and a pair of golden, bangles. Surdar Budh Sing, 

Bhungee, and Nidhau Sing, Kanhcya, with 5,000 horse and 
foot, arrived from Umritser, and 19 wall pieces have been 
received from Gooierwaul. 

On the 9th Chanda Sing w'as dispatched to bring some 
bloulvey in the confidence of Mohuminud Sadik, and Choohur 
j\Iul, Ichulmntgar, is stationed with three elephants to bring' in 
straw and rubbish from the jungles to Mohkuin Chuud, 
supposed for the purpose of filling the ditch, Kureem Oolah 
Khan, Chief of Meerpoor near Goojrat, wa.s killed this after- 
noon by a cannon shot, and in the evening the Kajah ordered 
Sewa Sing to go to all the Siirdars commanding- batteries 
and to order them to advance during the night, and if 
any were careless they must expect punishment ; for as the 
batteries were adv-aneing it vras necessary to prepare for the 
storm. It is probable that in the course of four or five days 
the will of fate will be discerned. 

On the 10th the Surdar w'cnt out to take an airing, and 
on his return to the garden of Huzzoory was busily employed 
in preparing ladders, &c., and as this country is quite depopu- 
lated he has stationed thaiias at the distance of 15 and 20 
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coss for tlie purpose of keeping tlie road open to Lahore. 
Nau'ab jMozufEer has a thousand men in the fort, and at first 
offered two lacs of rupees, many horses and the attendance 
of his son, but, seeing the Rajah resolved on his ruin, he is 
determined to stand to the last extremity. It is said that 
Mozuffer Khan^’s Dewan has been killed by tlie bursting 
of one of their own shells. 

D. OCHTERLONY, Lieut.-Col., 

Coinimnding at Loodcana. 


87 . Inlellujencc of the Surdars of the westward and Tnnjah 
lip to the 2Sth of March 1810, 

It is understood by the accounts of those who have 
arrived from the wo.st that hlahmood Shah and Futtch Khan, 
having heard of the intentions of Sliah Shuja, bis reconciliation 
with the Stihadar of Cashmere and his meeting with Surdar 
Kunjeet Sing and the favorable Inclination of the people of 
Fesbawer to the Shah Shuja-ul-Moolk and Zeman Shah, 
have determined to send two thousand horse to the assistance 
of hrohummud Azeoni Klian, the Foujdar, and to follow 
him up themselves to meet the enemies. It is said that they 
■will come from Kandahar by Goolbcrg, the upper road from 
Cabul. 

Zeman Shah Is In the camp of Golaum Mohummud Khan 
at the village of Hyder. The Shahzada Yunas, son of Zeman 
Shah, at Attock, and the army of Ehahiah Khan,, which 
came from Cashmere, is encamped with Zeman Shah at Hyder, 
■with whom is Hand Ram Pandit, Dewan of the deceased 
Yazlv. Shair Mohummud Khan and Ehahiah Khan request of 
the Shall Shuja-ul-Moolk to proceed to Peshawer himself, but 
II is hlajesty does not place any reliance on Atta iMohummud 
Khan or his assistance, on account of the death of Shair 
^fohummud Khan, notwithstanding Ehahiah KhaAs agree- 
ments and Atta hluhammud KhaiPs having settled to take 
the T izand on himself. He therefore orders that the whole 
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force with the Shahzacla should jrrecede hira^ aud when they 
have possession of Peshawer he Avill follow^ the real meaning 
of which is that in the first action their real intentions will 
be discovered. 

By other accounts it is stated that jMehmood Shah and 
Putteh Khan remain in Kandahar-, and that he has bestowed 
the Tizarub on Futteh Khan, and has sent Atta hlohummud 
Khan, the son of Ahmed Khan, Noozao, to Dera Ghazi Khan 
in the room of Jubher Khan, the brother of Futteh Khan, 
who is ordered to proceed to Peshawer. llawul Khan, another 
brother of Futteh Khan, is also sent to Peshawer, where 
jMohuminud Khan now is making every necessary prepa- 
ration. 

Golauni hlohumniud Khan, the brother of Atta jMoham- 
mud Khan, is in possession of the fort of Attock and Shah 
Shuja at llawul Pindy, and the army sent from Cashmere has 
arrived on the banks of the Attock. It is also stated that 
some diiferences have arisen between >Shah Shuja and Zeman 
Shah. 


88. From Lieidenant-Guloncl D. Ogiiterloxi', Commanding at 
Loodeana, to G. Lvsuiegtoe, Esgidre, Secre-farij to Govern- 
— No. 51, dated the 16th of March 1810. 

I HrvE the honor to accyraint you, for the information of 
His Excellency the I'ice-Presideut in Council, that hj^ letters 
received this day from Punjab aud from the camp of the 
llajah of Lahore it appears that he arrived before hlooltan on 
the 2Ith ultimo and obtained possession of the city on the 
b5th. 

Grain of every kind is said to he dear in his camp, hut 
he seems determined not to accept of any terms short of the 
surrender of the Port of Mooltan, and with it in fact the 
possession of that countrjy in the hope of levying future 
contributions from and obtaining a coutroul over the Chiefs 
of Bhawulpore, Lyah, Bhukur and Sind. 


Frontier 

Intelligence. 


Capture of 
the City of 
Multan hy 
Rail jit Sing 
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The same accounts mention a rnmonv in his camp o£ 
their proceeding £rom Bhan-nlpore to Batindah and Putteealah. 

I have transmitted by this day’s daAvk transcripts of 
the Persian papers and letters to the Persian Interpreter of 
His Excellency the Commauder-in«Chicf, but I believe the 
above contains all the intelligence which is in any degree 
material. 


89. From G. Lusnixcrox, Fjsquire, Acting Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, to Lieutenant Colonel F. Ocixterloni', Com- 
itianiling at Lodhiana, — dated the 20th of Alaroh 1810. 

I AM directed by His Excellency the Yice-President in 
Council to transmit to you for yonr information and guidance 
the enclosed copy of a letter under date the 26th ultimo from 
the Secretary to the Bight Hon’ble the Governor-Erenerai 
respecting the encroachments of the Goorhha forces. 


Enclosurt: to S9. 

From N. L. Ed.moxstoxe, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the 
FoUtical Bepartment, Fort IVilliam, to G. Lusuingtox, 
Esquire, Acting Secretary to Government, Secret, Eolitical 
and Foreign Bepartment, Fort William, — dated Fort St. 
George, the 26th of Fehruary 1810. 


I AOi directed to ack 

21 = t November. 

Enclosure from Ecsident, DclLi, 
5tli ^s’oYcmlicrj 9tli January. 

Enclosure from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochtorlony, 1st Kovem- 
ber, ICth December, 

To Lientcnant-Colonel Oebter- 
lony, from Acting Secretary, 9th 
January, 23rl .Tamiarv. 

Troni Colonel Ochterlony, 30th 
December. 

To Colonel Ocbtcrlony, from 
Acting Secretary, 23rd January. 


nowledge the receipt of your 
dispatclies noted in the margin, 
with their enclosures, relating 
principally to transactions and 
applications from several quarters 
respecting the operations and 
encroachments of the Goorkba 
forces in the hilly country bor- 
dering on the possessions of our 
Sikh dependants. 
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2. It become.? necessary to establish some principle with Encroach- 
a view to fix a certain limit both to tliG ag-g-rcssions of the GurPtas. 
Goorkbas and to the exercise of onr interference in that 
cpiarfcer^ and for that purpose the Rig’ht Honorable tbe 
Governor-General is of opinion that tbe rule communicated 
by His Excellenc}^ tbe A^ice-President in Council for tbe 
guidance of Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlony is tbe best 
that can be estoblisbedj and recommends that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ocbterlony sbonld be instructed to afford protection 
to adl tbe po.ssessionSj to Avbomsoevcr tliey may belongs 
situated below tlic billsj and, on tbe other band, to refrain 
from any interference within the bills. His Lordship is 
aware that several of our dependants, whose principal posses- 
sions are in tbe plains, have also lands in tbe bills, but docs 
not consider them to p>ossess any claim to our assistance 
beyond- tbe natural boundary of the ccuntry which we have 
taken under our superintendence. From the security which 
they enjoy under our protection for their possessions in tbe 
jdains they will be enabled to apjdy all their resources in 
case of attack to tbe defence of those wbicb they bold in tbe 
bills. 

8. Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbtorlony^s correspondence with 
Raja Sansarebuud and Raja Ram Sing of Nalagarb contained 
in bis dispatch of Ist November 1809 is entirelj' approved. 

According to tbe principle before stated, that officer will 
consider it to be bis duty to afford protection to tbe possessions 
of Raja Ram Sing situated below tbe bills, but wu'll not 
interfere with respect to any wbicb may be attacked by tlie 
Goorkbas within tbe bills. 

4. Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlony’s proceedings on the 
overtures made by tbe Chief of tbe Goorkba rorce.s, described 
in bis dispatch of 16th December, are also approved, and His 
Lordship entirely concurs iu tbe iustructions issued to that 
officer under date tbe 9tb January. 

5. His Lordship also concurs fully iu the instructions 
issued to Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlony on the 23rd January 
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and in tlie approbation -vvhieli His Excellency tbe A^ice-Presi- 
dent in Council bas expressed of bis prceceding-s. 


90. From Licufcncnif-Colonel D. OciiTEniOKT, Gommcnillvng 
at Loodeana, to G. LusuixaToy, Esquire, Acting Secre- 
tary to Government, — No. 53, dated- 29tli of March IS 10. 

Sirge of jAFul- I HAVE tbe bonor to aekiio'n’ledg’e tbe receipt of your 

sVilglf (IJgpi^tcb under date tbe 6th instant a copy of wbicb I 

immediately forwarded to the Kesident at Deblie^ Bhye Lall 
Sing being at present at that city. 

2. I bave also tbe bonor to transmit a I'lniTrccicC this 
day received from the Nabob Aluzuffcr Kbaii to the address of 
the Eight Houhjle the Governor-General;, which was brought 
Ijy my hurkaralis wbo conveyed Ilis Lordsbip^s letter to that 
Nabab. 

5. These Iturlraralis left Afooltau on or about tbe 
13th instant and describe tbe Nabab as seemingly uuappre- 
bensivc of tbe loss of bis Port from the attack of the Paja of 
LaborCj whose army, it is stated, suffers severely from tbe 
scarcity of provisions, 

4, A letter this day received conveys intelligence of 
w'bich tbe following is a translation ; — 

Ptamanund, a banker of Umritser, received a letter by a 
consul wbo came very expeditiously (no date mentioned), which 
states that tbe besieged bad run a mine to tbe battery com- 
manded by Uttar Sing, Dbarce, which bad been sprung and 
killed 12 men besides Uttar Sing. As the battery was very 
near to the Port, they were not able to carry off tbe dead, who 
bad been sent in by the besieged, the body of Uttar Sing 
covered rvith a pair of shawds. 

It is added that so soon as this event ba 2 rpencd Runjeet 
would not listen to any further negotiations, and tbe transit 
oF A akeels was discontinued or 2 )robibited. 


' 2sot traceable in the Pun jab Kecei'ila. 
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91. El ■om Lieutenant-Colonel D. OoiiTURLOyr, Agent, Gover- 
nor-General, Loodeana, to G. Lushington, Esguire, Sec- 
retary to Government, — No. 56, dated the StJi of April 
1810. 

I HAVE tlie lioiior to transmit, for tlie information o£ tire 
Hofoble the Vice-President in Gonncil, a copy and translation 
ol: correspondence ■which hag occurred 'with Ummer Sing 
Thappa, the Commander of the Gorkha force, in eoiiseguence 

of yonr letter of instructions of the and the intelligence of 

apprehensions being entertained at the Putteealah Durbar that 
he meditated an attack on the forts and district of Punjore. 

Groping ill the dark as I am compelled to do, not only 
liy our limited kno-wledge of the geography of this conntrjg 
but by being liable to deception whenever interest may be 
supposed to recpilre falsehood, I trust I shall be excused for 
giving the description and site of the different places mention- 
ed in nearly the same V'ords as I received them. 

In giving my sentiments to Ummer Sing Thappa, I liave 
cautiously stated them only as my own opinions on which 
I have not received any definite instructions from my supe- 
riors, so that, whatever may be the decision of the Hou’’bIe the 
Vice-President in Council, I trust the door is left open for 
farther amicable expostulation or positive prohibition as shall 
be thought most consistent with justice, policy or conveni- 
ence. 


Ehclosuee to 91. 

No. 1, from Colonel Octiterlout to Tlainii Singu Tujrr.i. 

The Surdai's bordering on the hills having come under 
the protection of the British Government, I was induced from 
the vicinity of the possessions of the IMaharajah Beekramajeed 
Beekrum Sah to make a representation on the subject to 
Calcutta and rcrpiest instructions. I have now received 
orders to the following effect: that, as friendship is established 
between the British Government and the Maharajah, it is not 
probable that any molestation will occur to any person or 


TurcateneJ 
attack on 
Piujore by 
the Guiklia 
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persons nntler onr protection; but sLould such an event happen 
it vould he necessary for me to address tlie servants of the 
Slaharajah on the subject; ■when they would abstain from 
such piroecedings. Altliough nothing of this hind has yet 
occurred; it ap:)pears to me a proper caution to communicate 
this information. 


Ho. 2, in rcj)hj from U.ver Siegu Tn.irrA. 

Youn letter has been received and afforded satisfaction. 
In reply to what you have observed respecting the Chiefs 
bnrderiug on the hills being under the prrotection of the 
Yritish Goverutnent; I beg to observe that Punjore, Narrien 
G iirh and L?..hurp>oor arc under or belong to the Surmoria or 
iNalmn district; and under Hindoiir are puddea and Pullasca; 
and these pdaees have always helong'cd to whoever possessed 
Suriuore and Iliudoui-; and it is not proper that you should 
attend to the written or verbal repwesentations of such 
coni))lainantS; because there lias been for fifty" years past a 
friendship between the British Government and the Maharajah 
Gorklia Ibiliadooi'; which is always increasing'; and tholr 
houiularics ha,ve ever been contiguous, 


Ho. 3, in reply from Colonel OciiTrr.LOyr. 

I HAVE received y'ours iuformiug (recapntulation) . On 
weighing the subject of y'our letter I feel myself somewhat 
surpn'ised. It is evident that; owing to the j)re\'aleut anarchy 
and confusion and the dissolution of all former arrangements; 
the revenues of the places you have mentioned have neither 
been uniformly collected nor remained under one ruler; yet, 
notwithstanding your penetration and .sagacity"; j'ou consider 
those districts as appendages of Surniore and Hindour. Be 
pleased to reflect that in former times the Suhah of Lahore 
was dependant on Shah Jehanabad; hut for 50 years the 
revenues of that Subab have fallen into the liands of other 
TulcrSj and the -wise or just -would not now consider that there 
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was ally Loud o£ oLedieuee remaiuiug. AllLoiigL I do not yefc 
know wLetlier Punjorn is absolutely witbin or under the 
but I clearly understand that it bas been for S years past 
in tbe possession of Rajab Sabib Singb, and, as there is a 
fi'iendsbip between 3"ou aud tbe Rajab, I am confident that on 
that account you will abstain from all molestation. 

If you argue that iu former times tbe Talook of Punjore 
was subject to Rajeb Kurrum Purkas, I migld reply that tbo 
Talook prior to that W'as in tbe possession of P^ajeb Gbnreeb 
Dass, tbe father of Gopanl Singb of Mnnuy Majra, and tbe 
possessions of tbe Rajab of Putteealab are under the gnardian- 
sbip of tbe Pritisb Government ; it is thus donbij' entitled to 
tbeir iwotection. 

Labnrpoor and Narrien Gnrb bare been for tbe last three 
years under Jodb Sing, Ivulsea, and Futtcb vSing Allowaleb, 
whilst Buddea and Pullasia are tbe ancient possessions of 
Rajab Ram Sing. To connect therefore these places with 
Surmore and Hindour is far from wisdom. The conntries on 
this side of tbe Sutledge to tbe foot of tbe bills liaving come 
under tbe protection of tbe British Govei'ument, if therefore 
your troojrs should interfere within these limits it will not be 
approved by. tbe Supreme Government, aud, although I have 
received no instruetioiis regarding these particular places, j’et 
in my judgment it may give rise to disputes, and it will be 
according to friendship that, keeping in view tbe concord 
between tbe two States, yon should do nothing to interrupt 
tbeir mutual friendship. 


Eold 'by Lieutcntant-Goloncl E. OcuTEKiONr. 

SuEWORB is a distinct government and extends about 
300 coss, the w-ttole of which bas been lately seized by the 
Gorkbas, and of which Naban is tbe capital and residence of 
the Rajab. Moornee is a bill fort iu this district, tbe 
surrender of which is mentioned in Timer Singes former letter 
transmitted in despatch No. 43. It is bounded by tbe small 
district of Ivotalua belonging to Jaffir Ali Khan on the south- 
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’.vest ; on the crisfc bj’ the territoiy of Scrinagar ; on the south 
it extends to the foot of the liills near Booreah, and on the 
north by the town of Joolal, formerly possessed by Bana 
Thakooij but now in j^ossession of the Gorhhas. 

Lahurpoor^ mentioned in iSTo. 3, is under the hills south 
and west^ and was formerly j)Ossessed b^^ Hadait Khan, 
Choudry of Bupore, but about 30 3’-ear3 ago it was annexed to 
his own territoiy ly the father of the present Bajah, Kurrum 
Purkas, and again four j’ears ago was wrested from the Bajah 
ly Jodh Sing, Kulsea, in whose possession it now is. 

Kavricn Guvh is distant from Nahau IS coss, from the 
bills about 8, and eastward of Umballa about 35 coss, built by 
the ISTawab Sadik Beig KhaKs Dewan, situated in what w'as 
formerly disting-uished as the Pergunua of Suddoura. This 
fort was also taken about 30 j’oars ago ly the father of the 
Bajah, Kurrum Purkas, and fell about three j’ears ago into the 
hands of Bunjeet Sing, who bestowed it on Patteh Sing, 
Allowalch. 

The Talooka of Punjorc is about 30 coss north-west of 
iNahan and was formerly’ possessed b}’ the ancestors of the 
hlunny jMajra man, from whom it was taken by the Surmorea 
Bajadi, Kerut Purkas, and about S j’cavs since Louis Bourquin 
sel/.ed it and made it over for a 2 '>ccuuiary consideration to 
Sahib Sing of Putteealah, in whose [lossession it is to this daja 
Punjore is said to be about 7 cess from IMunny jNIajra, but 
I have not been able to ascertain its ^u’ceise situation, as they 
describe it as resembling a valley, ^mt denj’ it being amongst 
hills, so that I can oulj’ supjioso they do not consider the 
lowest range as entitled to the name of hills. It is for the 
wisdom of the Honorable the Vice-President in Council to 
determine whether Punjore, wdierever situated, which lias 
been- in the possession of the Putteealah Bajah, shall now’ be 
wrested fi'om bira by the Gorklias because it was once under 
the Siii-morea or Nahan Bajah. 

Buddea was in the above Talook of Punjore and is still 
held by Bajah Bam Sing, Hindoorcah, hut is claimed hy the 
Gorkha Commander, because he has already taken from him 
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Nalagurli and bis strong forts in the hills. This too for- 
merly belonged to Munny Majra, but has been in the 
possession of Rajah Ram Sing and his father 30 years, and 
is not, by the assertions of all from whom I have enquired, 
wdthin the hills. 

Pullasea is an ancient possession of Rajah Ram Sing, 
which he still holds, and the G-orkha Commander has no 
other claim upon this place than his having ejected him from 
all the hill places. This place is about I coss from the Sutluj, 
and from every description I have been 'able to obtain seems 
to be close under the hills. 

D. OCHTERLONY. 


92. Nrom Lieiiienant- Colonel D. OcETERioyr, Agent, Gover- 
nor-General, Loodeana, to C. Lushingtoe, Esquire, Sec- 
retary to Government , — No. 57, dated Sindiind, the 17th of 
Agoril 1810. 

I HAVE the honor to acquaint you, for the information Siege of Mul- 
of the Hon^ble the Vice-President in Council, that my 
intelligence from hlooltan dated the 1st current represents 
Mozuifer Khan as having increased his pecuniary offers to 
Rajah Runjeet Singh to four lacs of rujjees, which had been 
rejected with a declaration that nothing short of the uncon- 
ditional surrender of the Fort would be accepted, and the 
Nawalds Vakeels to have declared his determination to defend 
the place to the last extremity. 

2. My news-writer also states that Runjeet had become 
extremely impatient at the length of the siege and the 
distress occasioned by the scarcity of provisions, which had 
been only partially alleviated by the arrival of some boat- 
loads of grain from Lahore, which had been distributed to the 
different Surdars. 

3. Trenches were carried on close to the Fort, and mines 
were preparing to be sprung, but from his description it would 
appear the operations of the siege are unskillfully carried on, 

26 
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and only a, few feet of tlie upper jDavfc of tlie walls are yet 
damaged^ and if the Nawab bas tlie resolution to persevere^ or 
is not coiniielled by a deficiency of ammunition to surrender, 
I tliink it jirobable from tbe present accounts the Rajah will 
be induced to raise tbe siege. 

4. Your letter of the SOtb of March,' covering the 
instructions of the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
respecting the limits to which our protection should be ex- 
tended, combined with tbe claims of the Gorkha Commander, 
which I had the honor to transmit in my last dispatch 
No. 5G,” appear to me to render it necessary to ascertain the 
exact position of tbe Fort and TalooJc of Punjore, for which 
purpose I arrived at this place this morning and shall reach 
Punjore on the 20th. 

5. In adopting this measure I hope I shall be honored 
with the approbation of His Lordship and of the Honorable 
the Vice-President in Council, as there did not appear anything 
particularly to dergand my presence at Loodeanaj and it seemed 
of the utmost conserpience to remove any doubt excited by 
tbe vague and unsatisfactory descriptions received from the 
natives of its real site and consequent claim to our protec- 
tion. 

G. Captain Birch, to rvbose skill and abilities I have 
been already much indebted, kindly offered to accompany me, 
and tbrougdi his assistance I shall be enabled to transmit such 
a sketch as will, I trust, prove satisfactory to the Hon'^ble the 
Vice-President in Council, 

7. The XJmrltser intclligrence of the 14th received this 
day states ; That letters received from Peshaumr mention 
that Mahmood Shah had occasioned great dissatisfaction by 
levying a tax on ploughs belonging to Hindoos of tbe tribe 
of Populzyes, which latter considered themselves injured 
and insulted by being put on a level with idolaters. 

8. That tbe army and popularity of Shuja-ul-Moolk were 
dally augmenting, and it w'as supposed he would soon he 

‘ 89 jiipra. 

* 91 tupra. 
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ill sufEcieufc force to quit Peshawar and proceed towards 
Cabul. Ehahiah Khaiq however, had left him on account of 
some dissatisfaction not mentioned, and had arrived at Lahore 
on the 11th instant. 


93 . From Lieutenant-Colonel D. OcuTEnLOKi', Agent, Governor- 
General, Loodeana, to C. Lvsiiikgton, Esguire, Secretary 
to Government, — No. 58, dated Gorucknatli, Yalley of 
Punjore, 23rd of April 1810. 

I HAVE the honor to acquaint j’-ou that my intellig'ence from Siege of MuU 
iMooltan up to the 8th current states the garrison to be still 
in good spirits, and that in the course of the last week they 
have so successfully annoyed the besiegers in various sallies 
and by countermines that Runjeet has thrown up some works, 
which from the description appear to be- entrenchments. 

3. Runjeet is represented as mortified and chagrined 
beyond measure at the length of the siege and the persevering-* 
bravery of the besieg’ed, who have killed four or five of his 
Chiefs by throwing powder pots and other combustibles into 
a post which appears to liave been an outwork of the Port 
which they had gnined. 

3. This post Runjeet has regained "ndth consideralile 
loss, but it appears to have been so much injured during' the 
short time it was in the possession of the Mooltanies that it 
is rendered of less consequence by their having erected a coun- 
terwork which commands it. 

4. Mohkum Chund is said to be very dangerously ill; 
and it is the general opinion that Runjeet will accept of terms. 

Indeed it is reported at Lahore that he has already accepted of 
two lacs and-a-half and twenty stable horse and a promise 
of the attendance of 500 horse in service. The letter was 
dated the 19th from Lahore. 

5. Shah Shuja writes to Runjeet that he confidently 
expects a speedy reattainment of his crown and country. 
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and only a few feefe of the upper part of tlie walls are yet 
damaged^ and if the Nawab lias the resolution to persevere, or 
is not compelled by a deficiency of ammunition to surrender, 
I think it probable from the present accounts the Kajah will 
be induced to raise the siege. 

4^. Your letter of the 20th of March,* covering the 
instractions of the Right Honorable the Governor-Greneral 
respecting the limits to which our protection should be ex- 
tended, combined with the claims of the Gorkha Commander, 
which I had the honor to transmit in my last dispatch 
No. 50,- appear to me to render it necessary to ascertain the 
exact position of the Fort and Taloolc of Punjore, for which 
purpose I arrived at this place this morning and shall reach 
Punjore on the 20th. 

5. In adopting this measure I hope I shall be honored 
with the approbation of His Lordshiji and of the Honorable 
the Vice-President in Council, as there did not a^ipear anj^thing 
particularly to den\and my presence at Loodeana, and it seemed 
of the utmost conserpience to remove any doubt excited by 
the vag'uc and unsatisfactory descriiitions received from the 
natives of its real site and consecpient claim to our protec- 
tion. 

C. Captain Birch, to whose skill and abilities I have 
been already much indebted, kindly offered to accompany me, 
and through his assistance I shall be enabled to transmit such 
a sketch as will, I trust, prove satisfactory to the Hon’ble the 
Vice-President in Council. 

7. The XJmritscr intelligence of tho 14th received this 
day states : That letters received from Peshawar mention 
that jMahmood Shall had occasioned great dissatisfaction hy 
levying a lax on ploughs belonging to Hindoos of the tribe 
of Populzyes, which latter considered themselves injured 
and insulted by being put on a level with idolaters. 

8. That the army and popularity of Shuja-ul-Moolk weu 
daily augmenting, and it was supposed he would soon 

* 89 supra. 

* 91 tupra. 
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in sufficient force to quit Peshawnr and proceed towards 
Cabul. Ehaliiali Ivliaiq liowever, Lad left liim on account of 
some dissatisfaction not mentioned^ and Lad arrived at LaLore 
on tire lltli instant. 


93 . From Lieutenant-Colonel D. OcuTEitzoxr, Agent, Governor^ 

General, Loodeana, to G. LusnixGTON, Esquire, Secretary 
to Government , — No. 58, dated Oorucknatli, Valley of 
Punjore, 23rd of April 1810. 

I HAVE tlie Lonor to acquaint yon tLat my intelligence from Siege of JlaU 
iMooltan rqo to tLe 8 th current states the garrison to Le still 
in good spirits, and that in the course of the last week they 
have so successfully annoyed the besiegers in various sallies 
and Ly countermines that Runjeet has thrown up some works,' 
which from the description appear to be entrenchments. 

3. Runieet is represented as mortified and chagrined 
beyond measure at the length of the siege and the persevering 
bravery of the besieg’ed, who have killed four or live of his 
Chiefs hy throwing powder pots and other combustibles into 
a post which appears to have been an outwork of the Fort 
which they had gained. 

3. Tliis post Runjeet has reg-ained with considerable 
loss, but it appears to have been so much injured during' the 
short time it was in the possession of the Mooltanies that it 
is rendered of less consequence by their having erected a couut " 
terwork which commands it. 

/ 

( 

4. jMohkum Chund is said to be very dangerously ' jll-. 
and it is the general opinion that Runjeet will accept of tern 532 
Indeed it is reported at Lahore that he has already accep^^ 

two lacs and-a-half and twenty stable horse and ngrniination 
— oE_tha_n,ttendance of 500 horse in sendee. The^ 

19th from Lahore. arpose. 

5. Shah Shuja writes to Riinjee^ 

,Apects a speedy reattainment of his 
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94 . From A. Seton, Esquire, Resident at Delili, to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel D. OcjiTEELONr, Agent, Governor-General , — 
dated the 26th of April 1810. 

I AVAS dul}'- lionored by tbe receipt of your dispatch of the 
20tb Febvuar}’/ oti the subject of the measures which itmig-ht 
be most advisable to adopt for effecting- the seizure of the 
person of Bhola Sing-, Ukalee, the head of the g-ang- of robbers 
and murderers who committed the outrage upon Lieutenant 
White in December last while that officer was employed in 
the survey of the country of Rajah Saheh Sing, 


2. I entirely agn-ee with yonr ^opinion, both as to the 
probable result of an application to^Runjeet Sing-, if made, 
for the sun-eiuler of a person of this description who had taken 
refuge in his dominions, and as to the bad effects to the 
importance of our national character, with which an unsuc- 
cessful application would be attended. I have also been 
invariably of your opinion that the expulsion, and, if possible, 
the punishment or sui-i-endor of Bhola Sing slmuld be effected 
l)y means of the exertions of Rajah Saheh Sing and the other 
Sikh Chiefs whose dominions are near the scene of the outrage, 
and Avho are declared to he under the protection of the British 
Government. In pursuance of this plan the necessary ap- 
plication was made to those Silrh Chiefs, and troops were 
accordingly detached by them in consequence against Dum- 
dumajee, the usual place of residence of Bhola Sing. You are 
already acquainted with the unsatisfactory result of those 
mieasni-es, rh., that Bhola was suffered (and seemingly with 
t- e connivance of Mullik Shora and Bnhallee Sing, two of 
I^aj'hh Saheh Sing'’s officers) to effect his escape, instead of 
seized and punished in the manner which his atrocious 

' ■’ ues deserved, 
of Po,^ 

and insulilf the report of the day can be credited, this murderer 
8 to Umi-itsor, The object of the present letter 

to he informed whether you have reason to think 
"" -nded, and whether you are of opinion that 
"-taiices there is any q>i-obahility that an 
^ 84 sujpra. 
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application to Runjeet Sing for liis delivery would be attended 
with effect. This request is made with reference to the 
instntctions contained in the dispatches of the 9th and 16th 
January from the Acting Political Secretary to the Govern- 
ment to your address and to my own, in the latter of 
which I am directed, “ in the event of my ascertaining that 
Bhola Sing had taken refuge in the camp of Runjeet Sing, to 
address a representation to that Chief requiring his delivery 
to the authority of the British Government.'’’’ 


95 . Erom Lieutenant- Colonel D. Oceterloni', Agent, Governor - 
General, Loocleana, to A. Seton, Esquire, Resident at 
Delili, — dated the 30th of Ajoril 1810. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the SGth instant, and, for the reasons stated in my 
letter of the 30th of February, strengthened by the recent 
experience we have had of the respect paid to the Akalee 
character, I think that any demand to Rajah Runjeet Sing 
would be fruitless and impolitic and should not on any account 
be made unless to be most peremptorily insisted on. 


96 . From Lieutenant-Colonel D. OcETERZONr, Agent, Governor- 
General, Loodeana, to G. Lvshington, Esquire, Secre- 
tary to Government, — No. 59, dated the 3rd of May 
1810. 

Ih my dispatch No. 56 ‘ I had the honor to report the 
claims of Ummer Sing Thappa to the districts of Punjor, 
Buddeah and Pullasseah, and to express the mortification I 
experienced at my inability to give with any accuracy a des- 
cription of the exact position of these places from the infor- 
mation obtained from the natives, and in my dispatch No. 58^ 
I had the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
lioNble the A^iee-President in Council, of my determination 
to remove every doubt by a personal investigation and of my 
being at Sm-hind on my journey for that purpose. 


Measures for 
approliending 
Phola Singh, 
the instigator 
of the attack 
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Claims of 
Gurkhas to 
Pinjore. 


^ 91 supra. 
’ 93 supra. 
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2. I have now the honor to transmit a shetchi of my 
route through what is called the valley of Punjor from jMunny 
I\Iajra to Koper^ which I trust will prove to the satisfaction 
of the Hon'’hle the Vice-President in Council that the claims 
of the Crorkha Commander are inadmissahle and ought to 
be resisted. In giving thus freely so decided an opinion on 
a point of such importance I must beg leave to oJfer such 
reasons and observations as have had an influence on my 
mind and may serve in .some degree to explain the sketch, 
which accompanies this address. 

3. Prom about two co^s or possibly three miles to the 
Boulh-east of hlunny ]\Ia.jra a small range of hills runs from 
that point to the town of lloper on the banks of the Sutledge, 
sloping oh towards the extremities into mere rising grounds 
or heights, and increasing towards the centre to an elevation 
of about, hut not exceeding, two hundred feet. This lower 
range is called by the natives Teela or Tihha, indifferently, 
whilst the inner or first range of mountains they call Pnrhut, 
which arc dlstinginshod by diherent names taken either from 
some principal fort, town or Government. Those which lay 
above our route were called Purhuts of Tuksaul and Hinclonr, 
and a little to the south-east of Munny Majra they are 
termed the Surmorcah, implying the mountains belonging to 
the Rajah of Nahau. 

4". It will he seen from the sketch how much the valley 
widens towards the Sutledge from Nungul to Roper, and that, 
in conceding to the Gorkba Commander the places he pretends 
to claim, we s'liould in fact admit him into the low country 
and virtually give him the Avhole tract between those two 
points, with the means of plundering the cattle and canying 
off for sale the inhabitants of all the districts in their vicinity. 

6. It is true that all the country from Loodeana to 
Hungul belongs to dependants, and some of it to the most 
strenuous adherents, of Runjeet j but I submit to the Ilon^hle 
the Vice-President in Council whether that consideration 

^ ITot traceable iii'thc Punjab Records. 



II. ] ZUDEIANA AGENCY BEGOBES, 1810-11. 207 

should influence us to withhold the name of oiu’ protection 
when the assumption is so far from heing- forced that it is 
considered by long and established usage as the determined 
boundary, and when that protection will shield numbers of 
the human race from slavery and from barbarities which have 
for many centimes been unpractised and unknown in common 
warfare. Independent, however, of all considerations of mere 
feeling, to concede the places demanded by Uinmer Sing 
Thappa on the plea he claims would, I am afraid, make a most 
unfavorable impression of the British character, as admitting 
of encroachments within those limits which time and usage 
have fi.ved as the honudary of the Surhind Fonidary. 

6. I was particular in my encpiiries, and they were 
directed to those least interested in the question and who I 
endeavoured to keep ignorant even of my motive ; but the 
answer was uniformly the same, that the tract we travelled, 
vii:. from the Grugger at one extremity of the valley of Punjor 
to the Siitluj as far as Nungnl, was universally understood to 
he what they termed the King’s country or Badslialnj Moollc. 
To place this in a stronger light I sought information respect- 
ing any valley which might lie towards the Jumna, and 
Kaardeh was described to me as exhibited in the sketch No. 2^ ; 
hut it appears to he situate, uot between the small hills and 
mountains as the valley of Punjor, but to he formed by the 
first and second range of mouutaius, aud w'hen I asked if this 
also was considered as the King’s country, two or three of the 
people present immediately answered that it did not come 
under that description, hut was in the Surmoreah or territory 
of the Kajah of Nahau, and had been seized within the last 
six months by the Gorkhas. 

7. Though I would not venture to affirm strongly any- 
thing on such deceptive grounds as native information, yet 
from the description I have received I am led to imagine 
that the small heights which form the valley of Punjor, with 
the first range of mountains, terminate at the Gugger river, 
and that the high range is thrown forward to the west as it 
> Not traceable in the Punjab Eecordi. 
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approaches the Jumna, so as to he nearly on a line with the 
heights on which Chundee is situated. 

8. In making this journey I was influenced solely by 
the desire to ascertain as early as possible the site of the 
different places mentioned in the letter of Ummer Sing, which 
appeared the more necessary on receipt of the instmetions 
from the Right Hon'’ble the Grovernor-General ; but I had no 
idea of seeing anything beyond that deserving of attention. 

9. It proved, however, very much the reverse, and were 
it proper I could dwell with pleasure on the general beauty 
of the whole scenery from Munny Majra to Roper, but I shall 
confine myself to such observations as are more suited to those 
I address and the situation I fill. 

10. The single district of Punjor, w'hich yields about 
ten thousand rupees to the Rajah of Putteealah, is the only one 
that is not in a very high state of cultivation, and if the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General should think proper to de- 
clare it under British protection will soon be cultivated to its 
utmost possible extent, numbers having sought refuge in this 
valley from the barbarity of the Gorkhas. The numerous 
streams will of course i-ender it impassable during the rains, 
but in the dry months a road even for guns might easily 
be made by two hours’ labor of an advanced company of 
Pioneers, and the hackerries which accompanied me met with 
no very great delay. 

11. At Punjor itself I was astonished to find a mosque* 

* Tills mosque has been ^^^d the most beautiful gardens I have 

converted into a mOitary ggg^ India, formed on a height 

post, winch in derision is . ^ 

now called Must Gurli. in the middle of the valley with a broad 

and deep canal running through three 
successive inclosm’es and falling by cascades of about six feefc- 
from one to the other. Of the springs that furnish this canal 
few now remain, but we saw the remains of a great number 
(said to be three hundred) which a very little labor w'ould 
restore, and which I conceive with the exertion of skill and 
ingenuity and the expenditure of no very great sum of money 
might be conveyed so as to irrigate the whole arid country 
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fi’om Hansi to Eirozpoor ; 'whilst the Sursah, a small and 
vapid stream -which runs thvoug’h part of the valley and early 
joins the Satledge aljout Ainuukotej might easily he turned 
•u'estwoiTh to the great henefit of the hnslia.ndnian, from the 
southward of Ptoper and Lodiana by JngTouu to the same 
point. So fav^ however^ from availing themselves of these 
treasures^ fi^ey do not appear to know how to use the 
blessings Providence has given them, as the streams whitdi 
might so easily Ire converted to agricultural jrurposes are 
left to their natural course, and being soon lost in the 
Gngger or Soorsooty, partially bestow those advantages 
■odiich skill and industry might have diffused through the 
whole country from Umhalla, south and 'O’est, througdi the 
whole Sikh territory. 

12. Such seem to me the advantages which the Sikh 
Chiefs might easily possess, and which to tliem would ho 
incalculable, as I am of opinion that I have nowhere seen in 
India a more skilful, hardy or laborious race of husbandmen. 

13. At Suvhind, if a silk maiurfacture ever existed, it 
exists no more, nor is the memory of it preserved by tradition, 
but the ruins shew that it was a cily of very great extent and 
opulence, and in the gardens, Avhich are said to have been built 
by the Durveish Hafiz, are Inrildiugs which at a small expense 
mig’ht afford temporary shelter to a regiment of Puropeans, 
hospitals, &c., and perhaps in no place could the two detach- 
ments of Ivurnaul and Loodcana be united with more effieiejicv 
for internal controul or even for defensive purjioses, from its 
being- so centrical to all the principa.1 gliauts of tlie Sutledgc. 
I would, however, here wdsh to he understood that I would 
never give up Loodeana as a boundary mark, though it is as a 
fort or a post certainly not to be considered as defensilde 
ag-aiust any hut our present neighbours. 

11. I have now only to express the gratification I should 
receive in being authorized to offer, on the part of the Plight 
Honhale the Governor-General, any peeuiiiavy reinuiioratioii 
he may think proper to Captain Birch for the troulde he has 
taken, not only on this occasion hut for some time past, in the 
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direction and superintendence of lire public works at tbis 
place. 

1.5. When I solicited the establishment of a Brigade 
Quartermaster to this detaehmenk I stated expressly to the 
then Adjutant-General, Lieutenant-Colonel Worsley, that it 
was required more as a personal staff than for detachment 
duties, as I had frequent occasion to send out to meet Sikh 
Surdars and could not intrude on the important avocations of 
the Brigade-k'Iajor on such occasions, nor could my rank 
admit of my asking- for an Aide-de-camp. 


IG. I could not therefore see without regret that to 
Lieutenant Brookes’ appointment of Quartermaster of the 
2.ji'd Beg'iment was attached the dissolution of the Qnai’ter- 
master of Brigade, although the objects for which I solicited 
its estahlishmcnt have rather increased than lessened by our 
stay here and the greater confidence and better acquaintance 
of the different Surdars. 


17. In all visits of ceremony they are pariicnlavly 
desirous of the attendance of an ofBeer, and to he met by an 
Assistant not in the service Avould lessen every other attention, 
liowover marked or ilattoring-. In numerous other instances, 
and particularly in my rveak state of health, an officer who 
without the name would act as an Aide-de-camp would be 
very serviceable, and I .should feel much pleasure if the office 
could be restored, or if Captain Birch, under any denomination 
the Hon’ble the Vice-President in Council might think 
proper, could he allowed to perform those duties which 
formerly belonged to Lieutenant Brooke. 


H.S . — It may be proper to mention that during our march 
through the valley of Puiijor we encamped dailj- within 
a very few miles of some one or other of the hill forts 
garrisoned by the Gorkhas, but did not see a single man 
'clonging to their army, nor wore we in any shape the 
least molested. 
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97. From A. SetOK, Fsqnire, B.eskJent at Dchli, to 0. 
LvsuieCtToe, Esquire, Arti.urj Sccretamj to ilic Gorcriitnenl 
in the I’olUlr.al Dcqm.rtment, Fort William, — dated the 
7th of May 1810. 

I EVAS duly honored by tbe receipt of your dispatch of 
the iGth January^ communicating to me the orders of the 
Honorable the A'ice-President in Council on the subject of 
the outrage committed on Lieutenant White _and his party in 
December last rrhile prosecuting his surrey of the Sikh 
country^ as referred to in my letter of the ilSth of that 
month to your address. 

3. As the report of Phola Sing, the head of the mano’ 
of banditti by ndiom that outrage w'as committed, having 
found refuge in Bamjeet Sing’s camp, proved to be unfounded, 
I, of course, forbore making an application on the subject to 
that Chief. 

3. But, as T shortly after received certain intelligence 
that Phola Sing had returned to Dmnduniah, his usual place 
of residence, rvhich belongs to E.ajah Sahib Sing of Pntteealah, 
and is about 80 miles to the soiith-vestward of that town, 

I thought it incumbent on me to make an immediate and 
urgent application to the four principal Sikh Chiefs u'ho are 
under the protection of the British Government, vM., the 
Eajah of Pntteealah, Itajah Jes-n'unt Sing, Chief of Nabah, 
llajah Bhaug Sing and Bhye Laid Sing, rerj^uiring them to 
exert themselves jointly to the very utmost in endGavouriug 
to effect the seizure of that atrocious murderer, in order that 
he might suffer the punishment due to his crimes. This they 
all promised to do, and troops ymre accordingly embodied and 
detached to Dumdumah for that purpose. 

4*. I confess, however, that, notwitlistmiding the seem- 
ing alacrity with which those Chiefs entered into my views, 
there were certain eii'cura stances connected with the predica- 
ment of Phola Sing wliicli prevented me from entertaining 
sanguine hopes of sncce,ss. He himself is an Hkauloe, or Sikh 
priest, and it is well known that people of that description, 
whatever their moral character may be, are held in veneration. 
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and that tlieir persons are considered as sacred and inviolable, 
Tlie town of Dnmduinah, moreover, wbitber be bad retreated, 
is regarded by tbe Sikbs as boly in consecprence of its baring- 
been tbe residence of Gobind Sing, Gooroo, a priest wbose 
memory tliey bold in groat sanctity. But, notwitbstanding 
these di.scouraging' circumstances, I considered it as my duty 
to endeavour to rouse tbe Cbicfs into exertion by representing 
to tbem tbe enormity of tbe crime of Pbola Sing, and bow 
mucb it was tbe interest of every regular government, or ruler 
of a country, to bring so atrocious a malefactor to condign 
j-junisbrnent. I also cnterlaincd a bope tbat tbe direct and 
immediate interest Avbicb tlie Ib.ajab of Puttcealab bad in rcduc- 
ing to obedience tbe refractory town and fort of Dumdumab, 
Avbicb bad long- been in a state of rebellion, would bar-e 
operated as a sort of salutary counteraction to tbe reluctance 
wbieb, as a Sikb, be might feel to order a priest to bo attacked 
and a temple to l>e Ijcsieged. Tbe event Avas such as was to be 
expected. The iilace Avas taken, l)ut tlie murderer, being a 
pn’iest, was suffered to escape. As I bad every reason to 
belioA'C, from tbe accounts transmitted to me relative to tbe 
occurrence, tliat Pbola Sing’s escape was tbe consequence of a 
bribe given by him to tbe Commanding Olbeer of: the troops, 
I tliougbt it necessary to state to Bajab Sahib Sing tbe 
suspicion Avbicb I entertained and tbe grounds thereof. It 
Avas, of course, denied, and, as it could not be proved, the only 
s.atisfaetion AAdiicb I obtained was tbe temporary disgrace of 
tbe Commanding’ Officer. 

5. On qnitiing Dnmduinab, Pbola Sing tied to Um- 
ritsev, Avbere he .still continues, and Avbere, from the sanctity 
of tlie jibiee and from be liimself being an Ukaulec, there is 
little prospect of Ilnnjcot Singhs being induced to consent to 
tbe seizure of bis person. Ills conduct, in tbe case of a 
deserter from tbe British troops composing tlie escort of bir. 
btelcalfe, during the mission of tbat gentleman in tbe year 
IS()S, furnishes us with tbe means of forming a judgment 
as to the line of conduct Avbicb be Avould pursue upon the 
Y>rescut oecasioa. 
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6. If an application were made to Kmijeefc Sing’ for llie j^Ieasurcs fo? 
siirreiider of Pliola Sing, and if it proved ineffectual, that is, sloVof'rimLa 
if, while the forjner returned a civil answer, the latter were Snwt, the 

. , . , , , , . . . lustiG;atoi' o£ 

openly permitted to re.side unmolested at Umritser, it strikes the attnclc 
me that it would give ri.se to one of two eoiisecpiences. Either 
the dignity of the British Government would be committed Surveyor, 
by having’ made a fruitless application for the surrender of an 
atrocious malefactor, or that dignity must be asserted by 
means to which, under existing’ circumstances, it might not 
be altog’ether convenient to resort. Induced by those con- 
siderations, I shall postpone making' any application to Biiujeet 
vSiug until I bo honored with the instructions of Government 
in reply to this dispatch. By not appearing to be ac(|uaintcd 
with the actual place of residence of Phola Sing, and by 
seeming to disbelieve the current reports on the subject, our 
not making to Runjeet Sing an application similar to that 
which Avas made to Sahib Sing of Putteealah may be account- 
ed for without injury to the dignity or spirit of Government. 
Postponement does not necessarily imply rclincpiisbment. 

7. hleantime, if all that was wished has not been 
accomplished, much of what was desirable has been effected. 

Phola Sing, though an Ukaulee, has l.iecn expelled from Dum- 
dumah notwithstanding the sanctity of that place, and, as it 
must be notorious that that mnrderePs having been reduced to 
the degrading situation of a fugitive is solely and entirely in 
consecpience of the outrage committed by him upon Lieuten- 
ant White and his party, it may be presumed that the 
example will serve as a wxarning’ to others, and shew that such 
conduct will not be passed ormr with impunity by the British 
Government. That Avhich further remains to be done can 
be accomplished at a future period Avhen the conjuncture may 
be more favorable. Phola Sing is certainly deserving of the 
severest of punishments. Not content with lx?ing’ both the 
instigator and the leader of the murderous attack made 
upon the British mission when encamped at Umritser, in the 
month of Pebrnary in ISOb, his late attempt to cut off 
Lieutenant Whiteff party .seems to evince that his sanguinary 
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mali,"'nity is as rooted and inveterate as it is ferocious. It 
is to be hoped that the time is not far distant when 
circumstances will no longer admit of so atrocious and blood- 
thirsty a criminal eluding the pursuit of justice. 

8. In further explanation of the subject^ I have the 
honor to transmit herewith a copy of the correspondence 
which has taken place between Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlony 
and me respecting the probable resnlt of our demanding the 
surrender of Phola Sing. 

List of the correspondence referred to in the concluding 
paragraph of this dispatch. 

No. 1. — Extract from a letter of the 20th Eehruary from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlony to the Eesident at Dehli. 

No. 2. — Letter from the Resident in reply under date the 
2Gth April. 

^sTo. .3. — Answer of Lieutenant-Colonel Ocbterlony^ under 
date the 30th April. 

98. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. OenTERLONf, Agent, Governor- 
General, Loodcana, to C. Lvsiiingson, Esquire, Secretary 
to Government in the Folitical Eepartmenf, — No. 61, 
dated the 8th of May 1810. 

j ^ Eon some days past my public and my private news- 

SAi-u writers have couemred in representing that Runjeet Sing had 

most particular orders for the expulsion of Pliola Sing, 
the Ukaulee. These reports have been confirmed by other 
letters, and that the delay which has occurred in their 
execution has been owing to the reluctance of his people 
at Umritser to cany them into effect. 

2. The enclosed extract^ mentions that he has insisted 
on their immediate obedience, and has even threatened to order 
a hlussalman to enforce his orders, and that the Ulcanlecs 
themselves and other priests of the temple have insisted on 
Phola Singes quitting the place. 

* Kot traceable in the Punjab records. 
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3. As Rmijeet has in no n'ise been requested to act in 
this manner^ and has no further information officially of the 
6nl)ject than what he has derived from my letter to the 
DewaAs son informing- him that the Chiefs of Putteealalq &c., 
were sending a force to seize a pnl^lic robber and recommend- 
ing- him to keep his force at Kot Kapoora and in that quarter 
•within their respective tlianas, that the Chiefs of this side 
might not make a pretext of any obstruction^ I consider it 
a duty to represent this mark of attention to the wishes of the 
British Government. 


99 . From A. Seton, Fsquire, Resident at Dehli, to C. Lushing- 
TON, Fsqnire, Acting Secretary to the Government in the 
Political Department, Fort William, — dated the 11th of 
May 1310. 

On the 7th instant I had the honor to acquaint you that 
Phola Sing, the Ukaulee or Sikh j^riest -udio w'as the ring-leader 
of the gang of banditti who attacked Lieutenant White'^s 
party, had fled from Dumdnmah to Umritser. I at the same 
time submitted my reasons for not having made an application 
to Eunjeet Sing- for his surrender. 

2. In continuation of the subject, I now have the honor 
to acquaint you, for the information of Government, that 
Eunjeet Sing-, on hearing that Phola Sing- had taken refuge 
in the temple at Umritser, and being apprehensive that his 
being allowed to remain there woxild give offence to the 
British G overnment, desired Putteh Sing of Allooa to remove 
him from thence, but at the same time to give him 100 rupees 
for his support. On receiving a message to this effect from 
Putteh Sing, Phola Sing sent a harsh and indignant reply, 
declaring that Umritser had been the place of residence of 
Gooroo Baba Nanak ; that he, Phola Sing, was one of that 
Goorooh priests and would not leave the place, adding- that, in 
the event of an attempt being made to expel him by force, he 
and forty or fifty Ukaidees 'uLo -u-ere devoted to him would 
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resist to tlie lasfcj being- determined rather to perish than to 
vicld. It norr remains to be seen whether Runjeet Sing- will 
support his fii-st order against this desjiei'cate mm-derer. 


100. From N. B. Et)M07\^sto?!e, Fsrjiiire, Chief Secretary to 
G overmneni , Boliticnl Department, to Lieutenant- Colonel 
D. OciJTERioyr, Agent, Gorcmior- General, Lodhiana , — 
dated the 29th of May ISIO. 


Action token 
liy Ilnujlt 
.‘SiiiLrii f train-, t 
J’Uola Siurrli, 
Akali. 


I AIM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. Gl, dated the Sth instant/ reporting the measures adopted 
by Rajah Runjeet Sing for the expulsion of Rhola Sing from 
Umritser. 


2. The Right Honorable the Governor-Groneral in 
Council considers the RajalCs adoption of these measures, 
without any application on our part, as a testimony of his 
disposition to cultivate the good-will of the British Govern- 
ment. His Lordship in Council deems it proper that 3 mn 
should convey to the Rnj.ah an expression of the sense which 
Government entertains of his just and amicable conduct on 
this occasion, intimating to him that tlie perpetration of such 
acts of atrocity as those which Phola Sing has committed is 
unworthy of the favor and protection of any civilized Govern- 
ment. 


.8. In conveying this communication to Rajah Runjeet 
Sing you will further be pleased to signify to him that 
tlie British Governinent lias nothing more at heart tlian to 
maintain the existing system of harmony and confidence with 
that Chief by the interchange of good ofllces, and that in 
testimony of these sentiments and with a view to mark the 
satisfaction of the Governor- General at the per.sonal inter- 
course of cordiality whicli lias for some time past appeared 
to subsist between you and the Rajah, the Governor- General 
is desirous of affording some outward token of his regard, and 
k’r.=;-tofa understanding that a present of a carriage and a pair of 

; f>~r i: Iji horses would he particularly gratifying to the Rajah, His 
J - ■ i'sk. Lordship has directed an equipage of that description to be 
provided, for tbe purpose of being presented to the Rajah. 

' OS sujyra. 
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101 . Erom Licutenant-Golonel D. Ochterlost, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodeanri, to 0. LvsuixGToy, Esgnirc, 
Secretary to Government, — No. 63, elated, the ISth of 
May 1810. 

Fou tlie inCormation o£ tlie HoiiHAe tlie Yice-President 
in Counoil, I have the honor to transmit a copy and transla- 
tion of a representation from Kurrum Purkas, the late Ptajah 
of Nahan, together with a copy and tr’aiislation of my reply. ^ 

2. Ivurrnm Purkas, expelled from his country, now lives 
at a village in the district of hluuny IMajra, in a great degree, 
if not entirely, dependent on the bount^^ of Snrdar Gopaul 
Sing. 


S. The Surmorcah, of which Nahan is the capital, is a 
country of considerable extent, and was till lately governed 
by a race of Rajpoot Princes who have for centuries been the 
rulers of the hills, divided into a number of petty independent 
States. 

1. Rajah Kirut Singh died about A. D. 1775 and left 
four sons, of whom Kurrum Purkas wa.s the third, and 
succeeded regularly to the sovereignty on the death of his two 
elder brothers Juggut Purkas and Dhurrum Purka.s, who died 
without male issue. On his accession to the /uusniiil about 
11 years ago, he found the actual .authority in the hands of 
two men who had been tbe priucipal officers and advisers of 
his brother Dhurrum Purkas, and such was the influence and 
power they had attained that for some time they conducted 
the whole affairs of the Government under the sanction of his 
name, hut often without even a reference to his rvill. To 
emancipate himself from this thraldom, Kurrum Purkas 
nominated a chief manager of liis own choice, assumed the 
authority himself, and put to de.atli the former ministers of 
his brother. This act of tyranny excited general .apprehension 
and led to a confederacy which terminated in the expulsion 
of Kurrum Purkas and the accession of his younger brother, 

' Not printed. 
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r.opTcspnta- Rutton Parkas, but by tbe aid of the Rajab of Pufcteealab 
ParVa^li^ u'lf''" bi bis OAvn couBtiy be ^yas soon after reinstated 

lati' Uaja o£ remained in quiet possession for some years, until about 

tbe year 1803-0-1 tbe Gorkbas having' attacked and levied 
contributions from the Gudwal or Serinagar Rajab meditated 
a similar attack upon tbe Surmoreab country^ but -u'ere for 
that time prevented by a iiocuniary douceur and by certain 
stipulations vrbicb umre made through the medium of Maha 
Chuuclj Kullooreab. This treatj^, however necessary, was 
highly offensive to Suusar Chand, Ivangra, and other Hill 
Rajahs, to w'hosc possessions it opened an easy passage, and 
they immediately entered into a league which again expelled 
Kuvrnm Purkas from his country and jilaced Button Parkas a 
second time on the ?nnsnu(l. The Gorkbas instantly embraced 
tlio cause of tlic man whose treaty with them w'as assigned as 
the motive of bis expulsion, and he was soon reinstated in 
authority, hut on terms which bound him to supply them 
with provisions and to facilitate their progress in their 
meditated invasion of Kaugra and the hill territories beyond 
the Surmoreab. How far he complied to the extent of his 
ability with all these stijnilations I am not informed, but 
it seems probable that he evaded them, as it is known that 
whilst they rvero prosecuting the siege of Kaugra he afforded 
very trilling pecuniary aid and peremptorily declined sending 
any troops to their assistance rvhen earnestly solicited to 
that effect on the late approach of Runjeet Sing to the 
siege of that fortress. 

5. y\'^hen Ummer Sing was compelled by Runjeet to 
recross tbe Sntlcdge, be determined to punisb tins repeated 
violation of promises, and tbe murder of a Brabman wbo was 
conveying a letter from bim to tbe Rajah confirmed bis 
intention. 

G. Of this latter act tbe Rajab declares himself inno- 
cent, and it seems more than probable that this declaration 
is founded on truth, hut it is not likely that the Gorkha 
Commander would have required any additional pretext to 



11.] LUBBIANA AGENGY REGOEES, 1810-11. 


219 


make use ol tlie power be possessed of seizing tlie wkole 
country and eonvertiug ifc to his own nse. 

7. In the habits of encroaching upon the possessions 
of each other^ there existed a jealousy and enmity amongst 
all the Hill Chiefs too powerful to expect a common union 
of interests for common defence, and the consecpienee has 
been that they have fallen singly and almost unopposing 
to a body of ill-armed and undisciplined barbarians, who 
affect a wretched imitation of the dress, accoutrements and 
constitution of a British native battalion, and who might 
have been successfully resisted in such a country by less than 
one-third of their numbers. Without a single cannon, they 
have now taken I believe every hill fort from the Ganges to 
the Sutledge, and propose, or perhaps pretend, when fresh 
reinforcements arrive a second attemi^t on Kot Ivangra. 

8. I may perhaps be condemned for intruding’ this 
prolix and tedious detail on the attention of the Honhile the 
Vice-President in Council, but independent of my conceiving 
it a particular point of duty to communicate whatever infor- 
mation I can obtain, that wears an appearance of authenticity, 
of the Chiefs or States In my vicinity, I have in this instance 
another object, which I shall take the lihertj’' to offer to the 
consideration of the Hou'’blo the Vice-President wnthont 
affecting to know the relations between the British Govern- 
ment and the Gorklia State, hut on a presumption that they 
may he of a nature to w’arrant a proposition which has a 
tendency to prevent their collision. 

0. In my dispatch No. 59 I had the honor to transmit 
a description taken from information of the valley of Kaardeh 
lying between the Jumna and vSutledge and recently seized by 
the Gorkhas from the Bajah of Nahan. Prom the end of the 
Kaardeh, and running the whole way from the Jumna to the 
Ganges and between the two first ranges of hills, is the valley 
of the Dehrah Boon, which has been seized in the same 
manner from the Gudwal or Serinagar Ilajah. I am not 
aw’are that the private character of either of these Princes 
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entitles them to any commiseration, and, as they have neither 
solicited the bounty nor rec|Liested the intercession of the 
British Government, it may appear extraordinary to suggest 
a recpicst to the Gorkha ChieC to relinquish his conquests and 
to bestow those valleys on the Rajahs of Nahaii and Serinagar 
respectively, their former possessors, 

10. Yet if such a request were practicahle and an 
acquiescence certain, would not such an exertion in favor 
of long established Rajpoot Princes have a good effect 
throughout Hiudoostan, whilst it places between us and a 
ho.st of barbarians a short but prominent line of demarcation, 
wliich, if time does not prove absolutely necessary, can be 
of no immediate disadvantage. 

11. The range of hills between the Sutledge and Jumna, 
previous to the invasion of the Gorkhas, was held first by the 
Rajahs of Nahun or Surmoreah, who are of the tribe of 
Rajpoots, and came originally from Jesselmere; they have 
licld this Raj near a thousand years. 

12. The Barra Tolrrce or 1:1 portions are — Tuxall or 
Bnghaut, Mullogh, Kotliaur, Bhaghul, Keouuthul, Bhujee, 
Dbamy, Blmlsun, Koo.narsain, Punjdotab, Joobul, and 
Gurhjhurry, which l>ounded the Surmoreah to the north and 
west, and were of different extent and value, none more than 
a lac or less than 12,000. Of all those Rajpoots, hlnhinder 
Sing' of Tuxall or Bughaut, who married his daughter to 
Ijmmer Sing Thappa, is the only one who has preserved even 
a remnant of power or property. North-west of Tuxall was 
the count)'}' of the Nahigurli Rajah, llamsurn, descended from 
a tribe of Pi.ajpoots originally from Chundail, who have been 
in possession about GOO j'ears until lately expelled by the 
Gorkhas from the hills, and now at Plasseea in the valley 
of Punjor. jMaha Chund of .Billaspoor, also a Rajpoot of 
Chundail, has possessions on both sides of the Jumna, and has 
hitherto preserved his countr}', hut by what means I am not 
sufficiently informed to detail. 
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102. From N. B. FsMONSToyE, Fsquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, to Bieutenant- Colonel F. Ochterlon}', 
Agent, Governor- General, Loclhiana, — dated the 29th of 
May 1810. 

I AM directed to aclrnoTvledg-e tlie receipt of your dispatcli 
No. 59_, dated tire 3rd instaut, ^ reporting- the result o£ 
your personal investigation of the local situation of the valley 
of Punjor. 

2. The Right Honorable the Governor -General in 
Council applauds the industry and accuracy of your investiga- 
tion^ the result of which, combined with the ol^ervations 
contained in your dispatch, demonstrate to the satisfaction 
of His Lordship in Council that the valley in question is 
comprehended within those lauds which, according to the 
principle prescribed Ijy the instructions of Government of the 
2Srd of January, must be protected from the encroachments 
of the Goorkhas, and you will accordingly consider those 
instructions to be applicable to the valley of Punjor. 

3. The orders of Government on the subject of your 
application in favor of Captain Birch will be hereafter com- 
municated to you. 


103. From N. B. FniioysTOKE, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant- Colonel D. 
OcuTERLOyr, Agent, Governor- General, Lodhiana , — 
dated the 5th of June 1810. 

Iw my letter to you of the 29th ultimo you were 
informed that the orders of Government on the subject 
of your application in favor of Captain Birch would be here- 
after communicated to you. 

2. I am now directed to convey to you the authority of 
the Right Honorable the Governor-General in Coirncil for the 
employment of the services of Captain Birch in the capacity 
of Political Assistant with a salary of two hundred rupees per 
mensem to commence from the 1st of this month. 
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^ 9G supra. 
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104. Frovi N. B. EnMONSTOyr, Hsriiiirc, Chief Secretary to 
Oovernmenf, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Goloncl D. 
OcuTEELoyr, Agent, Governor- General, Lodhiana , — • 
dated the 9th of June 1810. 

I AM directed to acknowledge tire receipt o£ yonr dispatcli 
No. G3j dated the ISth ultimo,^ enclosing copies o£ a repre- 
sentation from Kurrum Parkas^ tke late Raj all o£ NakaOj and 
of your replVj, describing tbe rev'olutions in tlie principality of 
Surmoreab and tbe geogragby of the territories between the 
Granges and the Sutledge to the northward^ and suggesting 
to the consideration o£ the Grov'ernor-General in Council an 
application to the Government of Nipaul for the relinquish- 
ment of its conquests in that quarter^ and the restoration of 
the valleys of Kaardoh and the Dehrah Doon to the Rajahs 
of Nahan and Seriuagur. 

2. The Governor-General in Council entirely approves 
the tenor of your reply to the application of the late Rajah 
of Nahau^ and considers the information which you have 
communicated to be interesting and useful. 

3. The Governor-General in Council applauds that 
solicitude for the public interest which has led you to suggest 
an application to the Government of Nipaul for the relin- 
quishment of its conquests, and concurs in opinion with you 
regarding the advantages to be expected from the restoration 
o£ the conquered territories to tlieir original possessors. At the 
same time, as the condition of the State of Nipaul relatively 
to the Rritish Power is not such as to w.arraut an expectation 
of the RajalPs compliance witli the proposed application, to 
prefer, without being prepared to enforce, sucli a demand 
would be equally useless and discreditable ; and, althongli both 
policy and justice support the resolution of resisting tlie 
progress of the Nepaulese arms beyond the limit described 
by the instructions of Government of tbe 23rd of January, 
our right to exact the restitution of tlieir actual conquests 
lua} be doubted, and the expediency of engaging in hostilities 

^ 101 supra. 
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with tlie State of Nipaiil for tlie attainment of that object 
is more than questionable. 

105 . From N. E. ED.^!oysTONJ;, Esquire, Chief Sccretiirij to 
Government, Fort William, Secret and Separate Depart- 
ment, to Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocii'Vi:elon}', Aijenf, 
Governor-General, Tjjilhiana, — elated 9th, Oetoher IS 10. 

I AM direeted to acknowledg-e the receipt of your com- 
munieation, of the ISth of ShaabaW on the sul>ject of the 
proposition^ which you had privately received throug-li Ranee 
Ram Koor^ for the support of the British Pouter to a com- 
bination of the siil)ordiuate Chiefs of the Punjaub against 
Rajah Runjeet Sing. 

3. PTuder present circumstances, the only point for 
consideration is the terms in which the proposition should be 
rejected, since, whatever may be the real disposition of the 
Rajah towards the British Government, he cannot be charged 
with any acts that can be considered as a justihable ground of 
war. 

3. The answer therefore which, in the opinion of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council, should 
be returned to this proposition is to the following’ effect : 
That a solemn treaty of friendship exists between the British 
Government and Rajah Runjeet Sing; that the principles of 
public faith which invariably influence the conduct of the 
British Government can never sanction a departure from the 
obligations of that treaty so long as the Rajah shall continue 
to adhere to them ; that the British Government has no 
desire to extend its dominion or its controul, and can never bo 
induced to take up arms but to repel hostility or aggression 
against itself or against those wdiom by treaty it is re- 
quired to defend ; that the British Government is desirous 
of maintaining the relation of amity with Rajah Runjeet 
Sing j that it has no cause at present to charge the Ptajah 
with any measures or proceedings of a hostile or aggressive 
’ Not traceatle iu tlie Punjat Eecords. 
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nature, and woirld not therefore be justified in prosecuting’ 
desig’us inimical to that Chief either hj attacking' his 
possessions or by interfering in dissensions between the Kajah 
and his subjects. 

4. It may further be proper to intimate to the widow of 
Bhungail Sing that she cannot be permitted to take advantage 
of the protection which she receives from the British Govern- 
ment to pursue schemes directed to the subversion of the 
power of Runjeet Sing. 

5. You will accordingly be pleased to convey a reply to 
the proposition which you have received to the effect above 
described. 

0. The Governor-General in Council deems it probable 
that j'ou have acquainted the Resident at Delhi with the 
nature of the proposition which you have received. But, 
as you may possibly have conceived that you were not 
authorized to make known a communication of so very deli- 
cate and secret a nature, to nu}^ public officer, myself excepted, 
and as his Lordship in Council deems it proper that the 
Resident at Delhi should be informed of this overture and of 
the reply directed to he returned to it, copies of your dispatch 
and of this letter will be transmitted confidentially to i\Ir. 
Seton. 


106 . Erom Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ochterlont, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General , Loodeana, to N. E. Edmonstoxe, Esquire, 
Chief Secretary to Government , — No, 92, dated the 18th 
of Decemher 1810. 

In my hurried private letter of yesterday I had the 
honor to inform you that a messenger from the Shahzada 
Yunas had come in to inform me that he had crossed the 
Sutledge, and that I should proceed immediately to meet him. 

2. I have now the honor to acrpiaint you, for the informa- 
tion of the Right Honffile the Governor-General in Council, 
that I found the Prince waiting my arrival near a viUaga 
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between this post and the Pbilour Clhaiit, who on my 
approach sent one o£ his -attendants a short distance to meet 
me. 


Z. I then dismonnied, and, according to the customs 
observed at Dehli, advanced with the nsaal ceremonies and 
presented a nuzzer of five g'old vtoJiiirs, which was all I could 
collect in my hurry from the town hanhers. 

4<. When my name was aniionnced, he in Persian hade 
me welcome, and I desired my IMoonshy to express my satis- 
faction at his safe arrival, and, as he must 1)0 much fatigued 
after so loug a march, requested lie would not remain longer 
in such a pilace, hut immediately mount an elephant in 
readiness, and I would have the honor to escort him to tents 
which had been pitched for his reception. 

5. He complied without liesitation, and with some 
compliments on my attention would have honored me with the 
seat in the Khaicas, Avlu'ch I declined on the pretext that 
being in a European dress my clothes were not sufficiently 
loose to avail myself of his condescension. 

6. On the road to Loodeana I desired Ids principal 
attendant, a son of Ul>doolla Klian, a former Hakim of 
Cashmere, to say to him that the place did not admit of all the 
attention due to his rank, and that a soldier situated as I 
was could not command luxuries, but wbat I liad be might 
command, and were sincerely and heartily at his disposal. 

7. He directed the attendant to sny that he wn.s no 
stranger to the Eritish character for hospitality ; that he now 
considered himself at home, and, being a soldier himself, he 
neither reeprired nor expected any particular superfluities. 

8. He has with him only nine attendants veiy badly 
mounted, and their general ap^rearauce indicates distress and 
poverty as well as fatigue. 
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Arrival of 9. They inform me that they avoided Lahore and 

Mil of travelled in thirteen days from Eaw‘elpiud 3 ^ 

Siiali Zaman, 
of Kabul, at 

Ludhiana. 10. I desired my hloonshj'- to wait upon the Prince this 

morning and apologdze for the liberty I took in observing 
that the manner in rrhich it rras necessary for him to 
travel must have subjected him to great inconvenience in 
point of clothes, &e., and that I shoirld have much pleasure 
in furnishing his wardrobe with such articles as the merchants 
here could afford, until he could he better and more amply 
supplied by the Resident at Dehll, 

11. He has just sent me word that he shall avail 
Iiimself of the offer for a few articles for himself, and a small 
supply for his retiuue, who he says reyiire it more than him- 
self ; and I am in hopes that this short detention, apparently 
for his own comfort, will enable me, w'ithout seeming to wish 
dela}’, to receive the instructions of the Resident of Dehli. 

Id, Should that officer deem it expedient that ho should 
pi'ocecd with the attention suited to his rank, I propose to send 
with him Assistant, Captain Rirch, a small party of 
Cavalry and a company of Infantr}’- under Lieutenant jMaunsell 
of the S3rd Regiment, whose knowledge of the Persian lan- 
gmage will render him acceptable to the Prince, and induces 
m 3 ' particular selection of this officer. In the meantime 
I shall hint to His Highness that, if he pleases to confide to 
mo the principal objects of his visit or communicate them by 
letter to the Resident of Dehli, it ma 3 ' be the means of 
obtainins: an earlier knowleclcre of the sentiments of the 
Right Iloudile the Governor-General, which to him may be 
liarticularl}' desirable under present circumstances. 

13. It will, in short, be my endeavor to make his 
detention at this post appear to proceed only from respect and 
a proper attention to his convenience and comfort. I shall 
have the honor of reporting m 3 ' fnrtlicr proceeding’s as 
Circumstances mav- render neccssar\'. 
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i07. Erovi Setoa% Esquire., Eesidcnt at Eehli, to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel E, OcuTERLONT, Agciit, Governor-General, 
Ludldaneli, — Eemi-oijicial dated the 20th oj Eeceniher 
1810. 

I HAVE tills clay receiyeci yours of tlie IVtli by express, and 
regret in the extreme that Yuuas should have crossed the 
Sutledge. Our Government has alwaj's heen. most anxious 
to prevent au3dhing of the kind from taking- jilace, as 3-011 
vrill observe from the accompaujdug copj- of a letter ivhich 
I addressed to Edmoustone some time ago on the subject 
of Shiija-ool-lNIoolk proceeding in person or by Vackeel 
into Hindoostan, and of his rcjil}-. I had not, at the time of 
my writing my dissuasive letter to MooHa Jafer, any instruc- 
tions for m3- guidance relative to such a proposition. But 
the extreme embarrassment which, if carried into effect, it 
would occasion struck mo so forcibly that I did not hesitate 
a moment as to the part which it became me to act ; and 
3-0U will observe from the repl}- that Government approved 
of the line which I adopted, and strongly enjoined me to 
adhere to it. 

Some time since, I received from this very Prince a 
sJiooJcah expressing a de.sire to proceed to the southward. 
To this sJioohah I replied in a manner strongly calculated 
to divert the Prince from his purpose. The reply was 
dispatched by a larl-arah, and I conclude it must have 
reached Prince Yuuas ere uow. For fear, however, of ac- 
cidents, I enclose a duplicate of it, which I recpiest 3-ou 
will present to the unfortunate wanderer, as it may do the 
work of a pioneer and facilitate 3-our dissuasive efforts. 
It forcibl3- strikes me that the circumstance of his coming 
disguised must come in aid of 3’’our task, since it will he 
easy for 3-ou to make him sensible that, w-hile he remains 
incog., your paying him the honors due to his birth and 
rank would be altogether preposterous. You will perhaps say 
it is hard to convince a man ao-ainst his wishes, and so 
it is my friend ; but in oirr situation we must expect to 
be occasionally annoyed by the unpleasiug task. On the 
present occasion I recommend to 3-ou to move heaven and 
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eartli to divert tire Prince from Lis purpose^ but to do it 
M'itb the utmost gentleness, tboug-b wit-bout wecabcning tbe 
force of your iirg'iiment, wbicb I think admits of being pat 
very strongly. Should tbe Prince, however, still continue 
unconvinced and persist iu bis plan of proceeding to tbe 
southward, you might, I think, fairly state to him that, 
conformably to the established usages of our Government, the 
executive officers acting under its authority have not the 
power to pay princely honors to any hut to those whose rank 
is recognized by the Governor-General, and, consec[uently, 
that his persisting in his design Avonld only lead to his own 
soohJcec. In support, or strong support, of this argument you 
can quote the predicament of two of the Princes of Cauhul 
who came to Delhi two years ago, viz., Kohun Dil and 
Tamas. They remained here some time in a state which 
must have been irksome to their feelings. IVith me they 
had no direct intercour.se, although I sent complimentary 
and sjunpatliyzing messages to them through tbe medium of 
my INIoonshee, which they acknowledged by handsome mes- 
sages aiid assurance.?. The history of the fruitless endeavours 
of these Princes to derive any benefit from their journey to 
Delili miglit, I think, he dwelt upon by you in support of your 
attempts to induce Yunas to give up his idea and to return 
to his father. Above all, hold out no shadow of a hope that 
the British Government wall settle a pecuniary allowance 
upon him, because such a hope, held out by you, would not 
only confirm him in his purpose, hut might bring down others 
of the Prince.?, and even Slinja-ool-iMoolk himself, to our 
territories, which would he a most distressing' and annoying 
circumstance. 

Such, my dear Ochterlony, is the line of conduct which 
I recommend to you to adopt. Snavissimus i)i modo hut 
f ortissimns in re. 

, Adieu, my dear friend! Success attend your endea- 
vor.- rs ! 

P- S . — As he came disguised, could you not have 
contrived to avoid meeting him in person ? It .strikes ino that 
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the circumstance o£ his being incog, lessened the necessity 
of your going out. 

P. P. S . — I enclose two nr sees, which you will have the 
kindness to deliver or send to Prince Yuna.s. One of them 
is a duplicate of one I wrote to him on the 16tli instant^ and 
the other is another to the same effect dated this day. 


108 . From Lieutenant- Colonel D. OcirrSRLONr, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodeana, to A. Sstox, Esguire, Resi- 
dent at Dchli, — dated the 20th of Feconber 1810. 

I n.iVB the honor to transmit accompanying a sliooqua 
to your address delivered to me thi.s morning l.iy the Shahzada 
Yunas. 

It is unnecessary to observe that nay object in suggesting 
this letter is to prolong the detention of the royal visitor 
as long as possilde^ under an idea that his intention to 
visit you at Dehli may be productive of expense; embarrass- 
ment and inconvenience, which it would be the wish of the 
Right Hon^ble the Governor-General to prevent if possible, 
and your reply may now recommend his stay here, until 
orders can be received from His Lordship, on any plea you 
may judge proper. 

I availed myself of some articles in his list of necessaries 
unknown liere to send him five hundred rupees, recpiesting' 
he would direct his attendants to expend it in such articles 
as were most recpiisite and procurable here ; and I yesterday 
waited on him and presented a silver JiooJcah with all its 
necessary accompaniments, and washed to have sent him a 
daily sum to supply his table, but, as it was intimated to 
me that he was entirely destitute of domestic attendants, 
and would wish to be supplied as at present, I have directed 
the necessary provisions for himself, attendants and cattle 
to be sent daily, and hope the whole will not exceed fifteen 
rupees per day. 


Tre.atincnt o£ 
Slializ.ida 
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I do not knoTT Avlietlier I should apologise for the 
economy or the liberalitj of this arrangement^ hut I have 
acted to the best of my judg’nieut^ and shall be most anxious 
to receive your approbation of my proceedings. 


109 , Extract 8 to 12 of a letter No. 93, dated 

the 21st December 1810, from Lieutenant -Colonel D. 
OciiTFRLONr, Agent, Governor-General, Loodeana, to N. B. 
Esjiofstoff, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government. 

[ Note. — T lic first seven paragraphs relate to subjects the papers connected 
with which have not been printed. ] 

8. I do myself the honor to transmit herewith a copy 
of a letter addressed yesterday to the Resident of Dehli 
respecting the Shahzada Yunas^ a subject on which I most 
anxiously wait the sentiments of the Right HoYhle the 
Governor-General, as an event so entirely unex 2 :»ected has 
thrown me completely on the exercise of my own judgment, 
and whilst I have apprehended that neither the motive nor 
the presence of the visitor would he desirable, I have thought 
it inconsistent with the dignity of the Government and 
unworthy the British character to withhold the requisite duties 
of attention and hospitality. 

9. I hourly ex 2 )ect instructions from Mr. Seton, which 
will at least relieve me from acting on my own discretion, hut 
it may accelerate the receipt of precise and definite instructions 
to that gentleman to mention that I consider it very prob- 
able the object of the Prince will he found to extend beyond 
the mere solicitation of mllitaiy aid, and is possibly directed 
in the event of a refusal to demand an asylum and provision 
in the British territory for both Shah Shujah and his father, 
with their respective zenanas. 

10. Although this is on my part entirely conjectural, I 
shaU assume it is a certainty, and that the Plight Honfi^le the 
Governor-General may deem it inexpedient or inhumane to 
refuse this refuge to the unfortunate Princes, in which case 
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it sroukl doubtless be :iu object to afford it in the manner 
least expensive and embarrassing’, and Deldi of all otber places 
may be tboujplifc most improper as bolding- out means of 
comparison befcv'een tbeir own state and tliat of Ukber Sbab 
in ever}' way bumiliating. 

11. I would therefore most humbly propose that this 
post should be selected, and the fort appropriated for their 
residence, in whicli at no very great expense additional build- 
ings covdd loe constructed suflleient for all the family and 
retinue, which personages under snch cirenmstauees ought in 
reason to rcc|nire, whilst the general cheapness of grain and 
other articles of j^rovision would en.able them to make the 
most of any iiension which His Lordship mig-ht think proper 
to allot for their subsistence. 

12. Should this suggestion be found ueccs.saiy and 
approved, I beg' leave to renew my offers of relinquishing-’ the 
buildings constructed in the fort for my own accommodation, 
plans of ■which were formerly sulnnitted through the Acting 
Chief Secretary, jMr. Lushiugton. 


110 . From A, SicTOy, Fsqnlrc, B.esidenf- at Dchlij to Lienten- 
ani-CoJonel F. OciiTEHLOyr, Agent, Governor-Generat, 
LudliiancJi, — dated the S2nd of Dccemlcr 1810. 

On the 30th instant I had the honor to acknowledge, in 
a private letter, the receipt of your private communication of 
the 17th on the subject of the arrival at Ludhianeh of 
Prince Ynuas, son of Zaman Shall, and, in conformity to your 
desire, to submit snch suggestions as were prompted by a 
consideration of the subject. 

2. By this daybs da-u’k I receive under a flying seal, 
as usual, your dispatch No. 92,* to the Chief Secretary, 
communicating tlie particulars of your meeting ivith that 
unfortunate Prince. 
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3. Witli reference to that dis 2 )atcli in general and more 
es^iccially to tire lltli paragrajA^ I tliink it my duty to 
communicate to you such reflections as tlie subject has 
suggested •, for^ although they will^ in fact; be little more 
than a repetition of the contents of my pii'ivate letter of 
the 20th instant to your address, it may now be proper 
to throw them into a more regular and methodized form. 


4. It has ever been the earnest desire of the British 
Government to prevent any of the Princes of Caubul from 
seeking an asylum in our territories, and accordingly, con- 
formably to that desire, it has been considered as necessary 
by the officers of Governurent, in their correspondence with all 
the relatives, ministers, and adherents of Shooja-ool-JNIoolk, 
not only studiously and guardedly to avoid everything that 
might be interpreted into invilaiion or encouragement to take 
that stop, but even to deprecate its adoption, and by every 
means to seek to divert from the idea suck persons as 
occasionally manifested an inclination to proceed to Hiudoo- 
stan, as is clearly evinced in tlie Chief Secretary's dispatch 
of the loth November to my address, a copy of which 
accompanied my private letter to you of the 20 th instant. 
It was under this impression that I thought it my duty, 
in that letter, to submit it as my opinion that it would he 
expedient to do everything in your power, consistently with 
what was due to the feelings of the Prince, not only to 
induce him to relinquish all idea of proceeding to the south- 
ward, but also to engage him to return to bis father. As 
nothing would be so likely to give effect to this as the 
making the Prince himself sensible that bis remaining at 
Ludbiaueb, or, wliat is still -more to be deprecated, bis 
proceeding to Debli, would not conduce to the success of 
bis views, it appears to me that it would be advisable to 
explain to him at once, in a clear but respectful manner 
that the system of our Government did not admit of our 
receiving, with the ceremonial and the respectful etiquettes 
due to Princes, any persons of Royal blood who mio-ht 
visit our dominions, unless their rank were first acknowledged 
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liy tbe Governor-General ; and I thint j-ou miglit add^ as 
i£ from yourself, that there vas little prospect of Prince 
Ynnas^s stay in our dominions heing- the means of his 
obtaining' a pension from the British Government. An 
evplioit, hut respectful, declaration to this effect appears to 
me to Ije the more necessary from its Ix-ing’ evident that 
the oitlj/ motive of his crossing' the Sutledge is to obtain 
an ahov'ance. Nor is it less evident that, n’ere an allowance 
bestowed upon Jiim, it wmuld lead to numberless .solicitations 
of a similar nature, and would jirobably be the means of even 
inducing the unfortunate Shuja-ool-lMoolk to throw himself 
on the protection of the British Government, — an event 
Avhich Avould be emba,rrassing’ in the extreme. As a further 
expedient to induce the Prince to return, it might, I think, be 
rep)rcscnted to him that his (pitting' the vicinity of the Indus 
might prove detrimental to the affairs of vSliooja-ool-jMoolk, 
and raise a sensation of despondency in the minds of the 
adherents of that Prince. 

5. Should your endeavours to induce the Prince to 
recross the Sutledge he counteracted by his pecuniary dis- 
tresses, it strikes me that Government would approve of your 
furnishing him with a sum snfiicient to enable him to return, 
if not with magnificence, yet with comfort, to his father at 
Ptawulpindee, But it might not he advisable to make it 
so considerable as to encourage a repetition of similar visits. 

6. It is possible that your eudeaA'onrs to induce him 
to return m.oy he ineffectual. But at all event.?, I trust, 
you Avill succeed in dissuading liim from proceeding to Dehli, 
Avhich, I conclude, he had in contemplation in crossing 
the Sutledge. His repairing to Dehli Avould he, in the 
highest degree, embarrassing both to the King and to myself. 
Should every other means of diverting him from that step 
proAm ineffectual, I AV’ould recommend 5 mur making him 
acc[uainted wdth the barren result of the journey to Dehli 
in the year 1808 made by his tAvo relati\-es Prince Kohun 
Dil, the son, and Prince Tamas, the grandson, of Timoor 
Shah, These tAvo Princes, after remaining here a short time, 

oO 
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returned to tlieir OY’n country. I sent tliem small sums of 
money as zeafuts, but I bad no meeting’ u’ifcb tbem^ nor were 
they presented to the King’. 


7. Sucb are tbe suggestions which have been produced 
by an attentive consideration of the subject of your present 
dispatch to the Chief Secretary. It^ no doubt, would be 
more pleasing to our feelings, as individuals, to assure the 
unfortunate stranger, at once, of a liberal provision. But the 
inconsistency of such a step with the instructions of Govern- 
ment and a sense of tbe extreme emban-assment to which 
it would give rise appear to me to amount to a complete 
prohibition of every measure of that nature. 

8. In my private letter to you of the 20th instant 
I enclosed duplicates and copies of two which I had addressed 
to Prince Yuuas. I now enclose another letter to him, the 
object of which, like that of the other two, is to induce 
him to return to his father. A copy of it is transmitted, 
enclosed, for your information. 


111 . From A, Sj!Toy, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel D. OciiTCRLONV, Agent, Governor-Qencral, 
Ludliianeh, — dated the 2Ith of December 1810. 

I AJi this day honored by the receipt of your letter of the 
20th instant,^ communicating the particulars of the line of 
conduct which you had pursued towards tbe Shahzada Yunas, 
and enclosing a shoolah from that Piince to my address 
soliciting the aid of tbe British Government to restore the 
fallen fortunes of the unfortunate Shuja-ool-lMoolk. 

2, A Prince in distress has such powerful claims to 
S}-mpathy that to decline compliance with a solicitation 
interesting in the highest degree to his feeliims must give a 
fc-ensation of a most distre.ssing nature to everv liberal, 

O ^3 
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generous mind. It i,Sj tliereforc, to be lamented that the 
present solicitation relates to a case 'whieh^ however dis- 
tressing;, is by no means diihious, the line of conduct which it 
is our duty to pursue being so decidedly against compliance 
that we have not the option of holding out to the Prince 
oven the shadow of hope that the British Grovernment will 
interfere in favor of Shuja-ool-Moolk. 

S. I have accordingly acquainted Prince Yunas in 
reply that^ though the Governor- General would sincerely 
sj^mpathize with Shuja-ool-Moolh, yet as we were not called 
u23on, by the provisions of any existing treaty^ to take part 
in the civil commotions in Cauhul (since the treaty concluded 
by Mr. Elphinstone related solely to \Axq foreign invasion 
of that country from the westward), and as it was altogether 
inconsistent with the system of tlie British Government to 
interfere in dissensions prevailing in other States unless when 
called upon by treaty so to do, I apprehend His Lordship 
would find it dillicult to comply with His Highnesses desire. 
I added that his application should, however, be immediatel^y 
made known to the Governor-General, and His Lordship'’s 
answer transmitted to His Highness with the utmost expedi- 
tion. I also alluded to the contents of mj^ former letters 
to him, and took occasion to re-urge, as the best advice I 
could give, my former recommendation to him to return to 
Kawulpindee. 

4. Distres.sing to myself as this cold line of conrluct 
is, I confess that the more I reflect the more I am convinced 
that, under present circumstances, to have held a different 
language to the Prince would have been to deceive him by 
giving rise to a hope that must have ended in disappointment 
and led to a mortification the bitterness of which would 
have been sharpened by the temporary indulgence of fallacious 
expectation. 

5. hly reply to the Prince, accompanied b)^ a copy, 
is transmitted enclosed. Permit me to request that, in 
forwarding it to him, as well as in the course of any verbal 
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discussions to uliicb it may eventually g’ivc rise^ you will 
support tlie grounds of its reasoning- in tbe manner the 
most soothing to the feelings of the Prince. 

6. In every point of r-iew this line appears to me to 
be the most proper. It is consistent, because strictly con- 
formable to our system. It is candid to the Prineej because 
it prevents him from being the diijre of false hopes. It is 
Bafe and convenient to ourselves, because it tends to ar-ert the 
annoying embarrassment of seeing our frontier inundated by 
numbers of needy Princes, "wdio -would doubtless he attracted 
thither -were even the sliadow of relief held out to them. 
To assist them -would probahl}" be out of our power, and 
jrt it rrould bj' no means be desirable to our Government 
to witness their unrelieved distress and hear their inelSectual 
eolicitation. Under these circumstances, to divert them from 
proecGdiug towards this quarter is surely the most eligible 
plan. 

7. Supposing' it even possible, that to avoid the appear- 
ance of harshne.ss or ungraciousness Government would he 
disposed to settle a pecuniary allow'ance on some of the Princes 
of Caubul, it nevertheless appears to me that we should 
adhere to the line w'hich I now recommend. Py avoiding 
to anticipate the bounty of Government., we shall virtually 
render it still more acceptable in the event of its being 
bestowed. 

S. For the re.st, I certainly think that Government 
will approve of the personal attention which your sympathy 
and hospit.ality have conferred upon the Prince, although, 
at the same time, it may be deemed desirable that every- 
thing of that kind should rather he considered as temporary 
than as permanent, since to persons in the predicament of 
the Prince of Caubul the hope of obtaining permanent estab- 
lishments from the liberality of the British Government must 
prove such a source of irresistible a.ttraction that nvimbers 
might be induced to cross the Sutledge aud throw themselves 
upon ite protection. 
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112. From Lieutenant- Colonel D, Ochteuloky, Agent, Gover- 
nor-General, Loodeann, to * 4 . Seton, Esquire, Eesiclent 
at Lelili, — dated the 21th of December 1810, 

I HAD the honor to receive your private reply ^ to my 
letter of the 17fch only last night at the same time rvith 
the common clawkj thoug’h superscribed “ Express. 

2 . J\fy official reports to your address, as veil as to 
the Chief Secretary of Government, vill have evinced that 
I vas fully sensible the visit of the Shahzada Yunas 
could not for many reasons he desirable, and the whole of 
my conduct towards him has been especially inflaeneed by 
this conviction. 

3. I cannot avoid, however, expressing my regret that 
my dispatch No. 90 should have remained unnoticed, as 
the communication which I made to the Chief Secretary 
was chiefly intended to procure the orders of Government 
in case of its actual occurrence j but what I regarded as only 
a possible circumstance it would api)car you had strong reason 
to regard as a probable event, and your instructions would 
have relieved me from much api)reheusio]i and anxiety. 

4. I shall now to the utmost of my power endeavor 
to conform to the advice with which you have favoured 
me ; but in reply to your postscript, where you seem to think 
the circumstance of the Prince having come disguised lessened 
the necessity of my going out to meet him or paying him 
any attention, I beg’ leave on this observation to remark that 
I had not much time for reflection, but what I did do was 
not without motive or consideration, and my reasons for going 
out to meet him and for every attention I have shewn him 
bad but one object from the beginning', which has been 
happily effected, vis., detaining him in this remote corner and 
engaging him in a correspondence with you to afford you the 
means of discouraging his future progress in such manner and 
on such pretexts as you migh,t judge most advisable. 
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5. It struck me instantly that this desirable object 
could only be effected by attentions on my part. Could I 
have sacrificed truth and my oum conviction so far as to 
have made his disguise a pretext for doubt, and have refused 
to acknowledge him as Prince Yunas, the inevitable conse- 
quence must have been that he would have done as be bad 
done for thirteen da 3 ''s before, have slept in a common serai 
and proceeded the next morning to his ultimate destination, 
Dehli. 

G. I shall not fail, if necessary, to touch on the cireum- 
stance of the two Koyal wanderers, but 1 humbly conceive 
a line of conduct highly proper and expedient in jmu as 
the immediate representative of Government at the Court 
of Ukber Shah would have been highly unbecoming in the 
Commander of a British frontier post, more particularly con- 
sidering the difference of the two cases, which in the one I 
presume to have been fugitive solicitants and in the other 
I cohslder an accredited Ambassador, though from a fallen 
and unfortunate monarch. 

7. I trust I am too well ac<piainted with my subordinate 
situation to have rendered your caution necessary respecting 
any pecuniary assistance. It i,s absolutely' impossible that 
in my situation I should have encouraged a hope of this 
nature, though I conceived it to be my duty to state my 
conjectures on this subject to the Eight HoAble the 
Governor- General in Council, hut this declaredly only with a 
view to accelerate instructions to you, and that you might 
without the embarrassment of rejecting or avoiding personal 
intercourse communicate by letter whatever orders His 
Lordship might deem expedient, should such a request he 
made. 

8. If I have ventured to suppose that the British 
Government in the East as in the "West miffht become the 

o 

asylum of Kings, I trust it will not be supposed, by my 
suggesting the least expensive mode, that I could hint at 
a subject no less indelicate than improper to the Prince 
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liimsolfj or that without due authority I could hold out a 
hope to him ol such aid heiii^ granted, had he ever made 
it a subject of commumeation. 

9. Your reply to the sJiooqna I had the honor to 
transmit with my letter of the I9th iustant, combined with 
such dissuasive arguments as I may now with propriety and 
confidence urge, will I doubt not induce the Prince to 
relinquish his design of visiting Dehli, and to return to share 
in the wretched fortunes of his father and the Shah Shuja; 
and it may not he improper to add that excepting in tlie 
accommodation afforded, and mj’' own personal attentions, 
the Prince has not been received with such public honors 
or marks of respect as might have been paid, and even 
thought necessary, to IMoola Jaffer had he arrived at this 
post for the same purpose. 

10. I have the honor to transmit accompanying a 
sliooqna from the Prince, this moment received. 


113 . Fro rn A. Seton, Esquire, Resident at Fehli, to Licu- 
tcnant- Colonel D. OcnTEULONi', Agent, Governor-General , 
Ludhianeli, — dated^ the 29th of Deceniber 1810. 

I HMTi; the honor to acknowdedge the receipt of your 
dispatch of the 21th instant,* which has reference to the 
suggestions which I took the liberty to submit, in my private 
letter of the 17th to yonr address, relative to the arrival 
at Ludhianeli of Prince Yunas, the son of Zamaii Shah. I 
have also received the Prince’s reply to my letters. 

2. As it appears from that dispatch that my submit- 
ting' to you my sentiments, by anticipation, as to the line 
of conduct which it might in my opinion he advisable to 
adopt in the event of any of the Princes of Cauhool crossing 
the Sutledge, would have been desirable to you, it is on that 
account a source of regret to me that I did not take that 
precaution. The fact, however, is that, as ifc was well 
known to be the desire of the British Govcruiueiit that the 
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Princes of Caubool sbould, if possible, be di^'erted from 
proceeding- into our provinces, I naturally concluded that you 
■u'ould trive them uo encourao-emenfc, and I should almost haA^e 
considered myself as acting- intrusively if I had addressed you 
on the subject. Even as it is, jmu appear to me to have 
acted according' to the spirit of the wishes of Government. 
The arrival of the Prince, though not altogether unexpected, 
as appears from your dispatch No, 90, -was nevei’theless sudden, 
and your having taken measures for preA'enting his suffering 
distress, while you forhore to c-ncourage his remaining at 
Ludhianeh and evident!}' exerted yourself in endeaA'ouring 
to postpone his piroceeding to Dehli, cannot, I think, ho 
disapproved of Iry Government. 

3. Copies of your dispatch and of this my reply shall 
he transmitted to the Chief Secretary by this nighCs dawk 
for the information of Government. 


114. From Lieutenant -Colonel D. OcilTEHLONr, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodeana, to N. D. Edmonstoehs, 
Esguire, GliieJ Secretary to Gover)i7nent, — No, 96, dated 
the 30th of December 1810. 

In my short letter of yesterday I had the honor to 
acepraint you, for the information of the Eight Honorable tlio 
GoA'eruor-General in Council, that the Prince Tunas would in 
the course of a few hours recross the Sutledgs ou his return 
to his father. 

3. I have now the honor to report the actual departure 
of the Shahzada, accompanied to the Sutledge Ijy m}' Head 
iMoonshy and to the Phitlour Post by the Vakeel of Rajah 
Runjeet Singh, A\djo I recpiested to proceed and desire the son 
of Mohkum Chund, at present in command, to give him safe 
convoy to Lahore. 

.3. I also TATote to Runjeet himself informing him that 
the Prince, having left his father in a moment of dissatisfac- 
tion, was now in progress on his return, and that it would 
contribute to his reputation to treat him with distinction. 
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A. That I might he sime the Prince continued his 
prog’ress towards Pawiilpindy, I directed two of my own 
Lascars to attend him to pitch his tents, with private orders 
to report progress occasionally. 

5. I gave these lustruetions not from any doubt of the 
Prince himself, whose conduct throng’hout has been very proper 
and dignified, but for fear some of his attendants might sway 
his better judgment and urge him to proceed to the southward 
by another route ; and this apprehension was excited by some 
of his few attendants having declared their determination not 
to return with him, but to seek service with Ameer Khan. 

G. On the arrival of the first letter from IMr. Seton, 
which wnas only a copy of one sent in reply to a slioocina 
expressive of his intention to visit Hindoostan, and on the 
receipt of a second, written after my report of his arrival, 
the Prince evidently hoped that his own letter to hlr. Seton 
written on the 19th would produce a more favorable answer, 
and on the latter occasion I thought it my duty to rejjress his 
expectations liy saying that the tenor of the nr::ce led me to a 
different conclusion, and that I was much afraid the expected 
answer would not he more favorable, but more explicit. He 
said he should at all events wait the reply, which I told him 
I thought was very proper, as it would enable him to recover 
from his fatigue If attended Avith no other benefit, and I 
trusted by that time he would liaA'-e recoA'cred sufficient 
strength to prosecute his journey by shorter stages and with 
more comfort than he had come. 

7. This attention did not in itself create any delay of 
great Importance, and was only a common duty of feeling 
and humanity, as he had been much indisposed and had been 
seized suddenly with a fainting fit, which induced me to 
wait upon him Avith IMr. Surgeon Robertson, who found it 
necessary to .send him some medicine and reconiraondcd rest 
and quiet. 

8. On the receipt of IMr. S.etoiPs reply to Ills N.ooqva 
from this post, his countenance shewed strong marks of grief 
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and disappointment^ but be did not betray either by any 
expression, and after a little consideration said that, although 
it evidently could not be attended with any benelit, he still 
could Irish, as he bad come so far, to visit the Emjjeror Abbar 
Shah and to see Lucknow. 

9. I availed myself ou this observation of the communi- 
cations of the Resident of Dcbli, and respectfully urged such 
arguments and reasons as I thought most likely to dissuade 
him from his purpose, and took my leave when I had received 
his assurances that ho would be entirely governed by my 
opinions and advice. 

10. I have now only to express my earnest hope that 
the attentions paid to this Prince and the expenses exhibited 
in the accompanying bill will not be disapproved by the 
Right Hoikble the Governor-General. 

11. I can assure yoit that I aimed as much as possible 
at economy, but my private feelings wore not in nuison with 
my public duty, and I am not W'ithont apprehensions that 
a selfish desire to smooth m 3 ’ own difficulties and effect his 
departure with as much satisfaction to himself as circum- 
stances would admit ma}’ have led to a profusion bcj’ond 
w'hat His Lordship ma}^ deem expedient or proper, and in this 
case I throw m 3 ’sclf once more upon that indvdgeuce which I 
have often experienced. 

12. In order to pa}’ up and expedite the departure of 
the volunteers for foreign service, I have been compelled to 
draw for the amount expended at siglit on tiie Resident of 
Dehli, which I trust w'ill also be honored with His Lordship^s 
approbation. 

13. A letter receiv’cd this day from Umritsor mentions 
that urzccs have been received by Shah Sbujah from Ameer 
Khan and a Colonel Shah Mohummud Khan promising' their 
assistance to reinstate him on his throne on condition of 
rceehing a grant of the Bhawiilpore terrltoiy. 
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115. Nronv N. B. Hdmonstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secretary 
to Government, to Lieutenant-Colonel D. OcuTEitiONr, 
Ayent, Governor- General, Loclhiana, — dated the 19tL of 
January ISll. 


I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt oE your 
dispatclies of the Ibth^ and 24th ultiino on the occasion of 
the arrival of Prince Tunas at Ludhiana. Your letter of the 
21st ultimo, enclosing copies and translations of statements 
received by you from Bhye Lall Sing and the widow of 
the late Bh^m Kurm Sing respecting the disputed property 
of the deceased, and a copy of your letter to Mr. Seton dated 
the 20th ultimo, 2 on the suliject of Prince Tunas, has also 
been received. 


Ot'ilei's of 
Government 
in reg-ard to 
the treatment 
of Sliabzada 
Yuiias. 


2. The G-overnor- General in Council entirely approves 
your successful endeavours to prevent the Prince from prose- 
cuting his journey to Delhi until you could receive the 
instructions of J\Ir. Seton for the regulation of j^our conduct 
towards the Prince. 


3. Government hawing been apprized by jmur private 
communications of the return of tbe Prince to bis own 
countr 3 g no instructions are now recpiisite for your guidance ; 
but I am directed to observe that tbe attention and hospi- 
tality with which yon treated the nufortunatc Prince during 
his residence at tbe post under your command is considered 
by His Lordship in Council to have been highly creditable 
to your humanity and warranted by tbe circumstances in 
which you were placed, especially under your ignorance of 
tbe sentiments of Government relative to tbe mode of 
treating persons of tbe description of the Prince Tunas, and 
that tbe expense incarrecl by you on that occasion will be 
passed in your accounts. 

4. The Governor-General in Council regrets extremely 
that tbe obligations of political necessity should supersede 
the dictates of compassion for tbe fate of the unfortuuale 
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family of SLujali-ool-Moolk. The mnllipliecl emhavrass- 
mentp, boH-eA-er. prospective ns well as inrmediate^ Aybieli the 
reception of Prince Yunas at Delhi or the encourag'emont 
of bis A'iews and expeclatious in anjr form would occasion, 
precluded any other course of proceeding’ than that which 
Mr. Seton adopted and recommended to jmn to observe 
according- to the principle of the instructions which, with 
reference to similar eases, had been issued to him. 

5. The Resident a.t Dehli having' stated his intention 
to address Government on the subject of Bhye Lall Singes 
claim to the inheritance of his late cousin Bhye Rurm 
Sing', the resolutions of the Governor-General in Conncil on 
that port of your dispatch of the 21 si ultimo whicli relates 
to that question wdll he reserved until j\Ir. Seton^s report 
shall have been received. 


116 . From A. Si:tok, Enquire, Eesidont at Dclih', to Lientcuant- 
Colnnel D. OcnrvKioxr, Agent, Governor- General, 
LndJnaneh, — dated the 8o(h of Fehruary 1811. 

The Ria'ht Hon'’hle the Governor-General having been 
pleased to present the Rajah of Lahore w'ith a carriage and 
pair of horses, and the carriage having arrived at Dehli, 
I have the honor to inform you that the several packages 
have this day been dispatched from hence under the care 
of hloousbee I\rohummud Ewuz, a respectable gentleman 
belonging to tbe est.ablisbment of the Persian Office, who is 
charged Avith the delis-'ery of the present. lie has been 
furnished from hence AA’ith money and tho coiiA-eniences for 
marching, hut should he on reaching Ludbiaueh, or on 
his return from Lahore, require any further assistance, you 
are requested to adAwnce such sums as you may deem 
necessai’y. Y'ou are requested also to furnish him with the 
necessary passes for expediting his journey on the other 
side of the Sutledge. 

2. Enclosed is a list of the soA-eral ])ackages and of 
the people Avho proceed Avith hloonshee Mohummud EAAum. 
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3. The horses wliicli ought to accompany the carriage 
having been purchased at Dehli are not as yet prepared; they 
null be sent hereafter when brokeu-in to harness. 


List of pacha ges containing the carriage, harness, fc.,for 


the Rajah of Lahore. 

Body ........ 1 

]\Iain part o£ carriag-e . . . . ,1 

Fore part of carriage . . . . . 1 

Four wheels ....... 4 

Pole ........ 1 

Splinter bars ...... 1 

J ack ........ 1 

Two boxes containing all the &c. . . .2 

Packages . 12 

O 


1 Moonshee — Mohummud Ewuz. 

2 Ilircafrahs. 

1 Carpenter. 

1 Smith. 

2 Nujeeh Guards. 


117 . El ■oni Lieutenant- Colonel D. OcHTmiONr, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodeana, to N. B. Edmonstonb, 
Esquire, Chief Serretary to Government, — No. 97, dated 
the 1st of ilarcli 1811. 

The severe indisposition of INIrs. Ochterlony, the death 
of an infant son^ and the alarming illness of a daughter have 
induced me^ by the advice of the medical gentlemen of this 
station, to grant leave of absence to Mr. Ochterlony, my 
Assistant, for four months, which I trust the Eight Honor- 
able the Governor-General null have the goodness to approve 
and confirm. 


Present of r. 
carriage and 
p.air of horses 
for the llaja 
of Lahore, 


Grant of 
leave to Mr. 
E. P. Ochter- 
lony. 
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Grant of 
Icavo to j\rr. 
K. P. Ocliter- 
loiiy. 


jrismanngc- 
inout of the 
i’iit'uiln. State. 


118 . From N. B. ErtMOKSTOxr, Esquire, GhieJ Senretnry In 
Governmenf, to Lieu tenant -Colonel E. OciiTHRLoyr, 
Agent, Governor-General, Lodhioiia, — -dated the 22nd 
of March 1811. 

I AAt directed to .T,cknowledge tlie receipt ot your letter 
of tlie 1st current^ stating- the reasons wbicli induced 3W1 
to grant four months'’ leave of abs-^nco to your Assistant, 
jMr. OcbtcrlouAg and to inform you that His Excellency the 
Yico-President in Council bas been pleased to confirm it. 


119 . From LicJttcnant-GoIonel D. OenTEnLOxr, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodcana, to N. B. EnMoysroNn, 
Esquire, Chief Sccrctarij to Government, — No. f)S, dated 
the 9th of March ISll. 

In some of m_y dispatches submitted to the Eight 
Hon’blo the Governor-G-eucral in Council I have occasionally, 
but, casual!}", mentioned the ruinous profu.sion of Eajah 
Sabeb Sing and the general inismanagcment of bis servants 
in every department. Tbe subject has long engaged my 
attention, and in various letters to bis relations, Eajabs 
Jusv'unt Sing and Bhang Sing, and to tlie general friend 
and adviser of tbe family, Bhye Lull Sing, I bavo strongly 
urged them to interfere by advice .and expostulation to check 
tbe foolisli and absurd extravagance of tbe Enjab, and to 
endeavor to introduce a degree of order and regularity in 
bis government. 

3. I became more urgent on this subject when it was 
proved that a recpiisition from jMr. Seton for a small party 
of two liundred and fifty horse was long un.attcnded to, 
notwitb.standing tbe Enjab himself gar'O repeated orders and 
was anxious to comply, and when at last sent w-as in every 
respect inefficient and in fact useless. 

3. His commands were given first to one and then 
to another' of bis Surdars, but treated with ecpial contempt 
by all, and were at length, if ever complete, made up by 
small parties from all without any general controul or real 
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commander. I took tlic occasion of ]\Ir. Seton’s rec[uesfcing’ Mlsmanage- 

me to ui-o-e tlieir sneedv departare to remonstrate on the 

^ ^ ^ _ _ P.ati!Ua State, 

delay to the Ptajah himself, bnt still more pointedly to his 
relations. I remarked on the protection afforded by the British 
Government, its just claim to such occasional aid, and the 
disgraceful inattention shewn to the llajah^s repeated orders 
and the recpiests of the President of Dchli, and I again urged 
them to assemble at Putteealah and to do everything in their 
power to effect a inueh-re(pured and general reform of abuses. 

From each I received assurances that they saw and deplored 
the evils I pointed out, and were perfectly sensible that some 
measures were necessary to sa.ve this elder branch of the 
family from ruin, and promising’ that they would take the 
opportunity of a general meeting on the projected marriage 
of tire Eajah^s son to consult on the mea,us best suited to the 
ends. 


4. On the 9th of January I received a strong and 
pressing invitation from the Eajah, liy a confidential person 
sent on purpose, to attend the wedding, and on tlie same 
day letters from Ptajahs Bhang Singli and Juswunt Singh, 
particularly entreating my acceptance of the invitation, as it 
would give, them the beneht of my advice in the intended 
settlement of the Pi,ajah’’s affairs. 

5. I accordingly proceeded the next day to Putteealah, 
and from thence to Thanasnr, and the several documeuls I 
have the honour to transmit accompanying contain a full and 
particular account of all mj^ proceedings relative to the object 
in view. 

6. It is a source of great satisfaction to me to reflect 
that IMr. Seton will be able personally to state to His Lordship 
the veigr urgent necessity for some reform, and cn.n relate 
from his own knowledg’e abundant proofs of tbc excessive 
extravagance and profusion of the Eajab, and the entire 
relaxation and gross abuses which prevailed in every depart- 
ment under his govermnent. 
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MUmiDncro- 
nicnt of tlio 
Patiala State, 


7. Wliat was determined on by the two relations, 
Jnswunt Sing and Bhang Sing, bad the entire concurrence 
of the Knjab himself, who latterly appeared 2 :ierfectly free 
from all aiojirehensiou, and manifested the most perfect 
conviction that the arrangements jwoposcd were solely for his 
own benefit, and shewed a determined resolution to carry 
them into effect. It is, however, a just subject of doubt 
wlietber be can or will remain firm in tlieso resolutions when 
left to the interested suggestions of those about him, and 
to the influence of Khaim Koour, who I now find is not bis 
own mother, but one w^bo in fact considers her interest 
distinct from bis, and is equally rapacious as the worst of bis 
servants, and even destitute of the sense or ability necessary 
to carry the proxioscd reform into execntiou. 

8. As the Rajah seemed desirous to place the manage- 
ment in her hands, and she ju’omised most solemnly to adojit 
the measures projiosed for the restoration of his affairs, I 
declared to Rnjah Juswunt Sing that I could not have any 
jiarticipation in any stej) which had for its object any 
restraint on his person or ajipointing a ^Manager, to -whom 
he was decidedly disinclined. 

9. That in the interval now proposed for the final 
adjustment (middle of Ja^tc) it w'onld he clearly seen not 
only how far the Rajah was inclined steadfastly to adhere 
to his present resolutions, but bow far Ranee Khaim Koour 
was willing or capable of executing the task she bad under- 
taken, and by that time also the instructions of the Riglit 
HouTle the Governor-General would be received, and it 
Avould be ascertained whether His Lordship would apiiro'^'e 
of placing the controid in the hands of Ranee Aus Koour in 
opposition to the RajaKs inclinations. I achnitted, and with 
great justice, her superior abilities, and from the eventual 
succession of her son her greater interest to introduce order 
and improvement. But, much as I washed such a change, 
I thought the disagreements which had taken place made it 
advisable, even in case of her controul being allowed, that she 
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should ziofc have authority to refuse eder^ request or wish of 
the JRajah, but that in all cases where she thought them 
improper should eng-ag-e to submit them to, and be governed 
as to their expediency by, the decision and advice of the three 
who were uniformly now consulted on all occasions of impor- 
tance, Rajahs Juswunt Sing-, Bhang Sing' and Bhye Ball 

Sing. 

10. I also insisted that, as it was the Rajah^s wish to 
invest hlaiee Khaim Koour with the management, it would 
neither be fair nor prudent to inform the Ranee Aus Koour 
of any intentions in her favor, as it would make it her interest 
to thwart the former even if inclined to the reform, and 
recommended rather that they should wait to see the effects 
of the Rajali^s daily increasing' affection for his son and 
the many proofs he has recently given of returning regard 
for his mother, zvhich might even before the time fixed for 
the ultimate adjustment make that the most earnest wish of 
the Rajah, which they considered the most conducive to his 
interest. 

11. It was agreed by the friends that part of my 'plan 
should be adopted, Hz., that the thoughtless grants made 
by the Rajah should be resumed, and that new ones should 
he given according to the claims, merits or services, of the 
holders, and that the holders of land in jaidaJ should he 
informed they must have the whole or a named portion of 
their troops ready for muster in the month of -Jaijte, and 
always held ready for service. Of tlie Custom Dex^artment 
I did not hear their determination, and su^zposed from tli^ir 
silence it was not ap^woved. 

1;1. I have troubled the Right Honorable the Governor- 
General zvith very voluminous xzapers in elucidation, but, as 
my interference has been in a certain dcg'ree contrary to the 
letter of the lililnlt-nameli , which reserved to the Chiefs the 
right of internal controul, I have been anxious to convince 
His LordshixJ that I have not interfered but for the most 
sahitary x^^rposes and with the concurrence of the two 

32 


illismanage- 
ineiit of the 
Patiala State, 
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i.Ti-mnmpo- Surclars mosi nearly connected ndtli tlie Rajali, and that I 
State ol>jecfc in view but siieli as I trust will be approved — 

the real iutcrest and welfare of the Rajah himself by 
introducing some degree of order and economy instead of 
irregularity and unbounded profusioip and by these means 
securing to the British Government^ when requisite, that 
aid which they have a just right to expect from the protection 
thej^ afford. 

13. Sincerely and conscientiously believing that the 
plan recommended would produce both these advantages if 
carried into effect, I most humbly beg- leave to recommend 
and to solicit that the R.ajabs Juswunt Sing and Bhang 
Sing may l^e authorized by the Bight Hon'’ble the Governor- 
General to invest, in case of necessity, the Dewanee or general 
controul of the Raj in the hands of Ranee Aus Koour, whom 
they assort, and who is universally said, to ]>e the only person 
who can place the force and the finances on the footing they 
ought to lie, subject, however, to two restrictions, — first, that 
all business shall be conducted in the name of Rajah Saheb 
Sing; and .secondly, that she shall always soften the refusal 
of any request by referring to their present advisers,- who 
shall he umpires of what is e.xpedient to grant or reject. 

Id. The imbecility of the Rajah requires such a check, 
and it rany be necessary that the Ranee should not have the 
power of withholding trivial indulgences. 

15. I Ireg leave to repeat that it will afford me pleasure 
if the Right Hon^ljle the Governor-General would he pleased 
to refer the general sulijecfc of the whole of this dispatch 
to Illr, Seton, whose local knowledge may correct any erroi-s, 
either of opinion or detail, which I may Inadvertently have 
been giiilty of, and who can vouch for one instance amongst 
a thousand which might be adduced of the Bajah^s extreme 
folly, r/r. Nejabut Ali Khan having obtained in jageer 
eight villages for one elephant, and, as it is said, through the 
3nfiuonco of Chaud Khau, whom Kejabut Ali Khan conde- 
scended to bribe. 
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16. This circumstance is alluded to in one of the 
accompanying- papers, and was written by the Rajah in 
conserprence of my having advised that the elephant should be 
returned and these villages amongst the first resumed. 


Misinauagc- 
ment of the 
Patiala State. 


17. Ranee Aus Koour declared to me through her 
Dewan, Nondah Missur, that her greatest anxiety was to have 
a radical reform introduced on account of her son, and whether 
it was effected throngli her or by any other means she 
would do everything in her power to forward it as an object 
most conducive to his interest. I desired Noudali hlissur to 
inform her that such sentiments were highly honorable to her 
maternal feelings j that at present fron what I heard it n-as 
not advisable to mention her name, nor could 1 flatter her with 
any hope of future participation in the authority, but it 
would be very commendable in her to exert all her means 
to promote the principal object, thong'h she might not 
derive any immediate benefit ; and I most strongly urged her 
to conciliate the Rajah, to meet all his advances with kind- 
ness, to cultivate his returning- regard, and iustmet licr son, 
by frequent visits and a sirbinissive and obedient attention, 
to augment that affection, which nature had ijuplanted, and 
which in my opinion would be the best and only mode of 
counteracting the prejudicial influence of the woman he 
called his mother. 

18. I have only to request that in the journal of my 
Head Mooushy (which I have sent, exactly as he wwote it, 
though I only desired him to take notes of every conversation 
he had with the Rajahs, and of every order ho received from 
me) the expression of Himmut vSingh promising to divide 
whatever was received may not he taken in its literal sense, 
lint meant as declaring tliat he had no self-interest to serve 
in the execution of the reform, and as being in strict conform- 
ity to the proniise which I exacted from both that whatever 
measures were taken they shovdd be solely and exclusively 


’Not trcceaPle in tlie Punjab Eeeords. 
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T,ri?manaco- 
5nent of the 
Patiala State, 


Pcsiro of 
Shah Zamau 
to retire into 
British Terri- 
tory, 


directed to the reformation of abuses_, and not either directly 
or indirectly to ansn’er any interested pnrposes of their 
either in the selection of servants or in any other manner. 

11. I trust that the manner in v’hieh I have interposed 
and the motives of my interposition will he approved hy His 
Lordship in Council, having throughout the whole transaction 
declared that the Light Honoralde the Governor-General 
would derive satisfaction from any measures wdiich contributed 
to the welfare and prosperity of any State or district irnder 
the protection of the British Government. 


120- F)-om N. B. Edmoxstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secrelary fo 
Government, fo Licntenanf-Golonel B. OcuTcmoxr, Com- 
mandinq at Lodhiana, — dated the 22nd of March ISll . 

I Aor directed to transmit to yon, for your information 
and guidance, the enclosed copy of a dispatch from the Acting 
Lesidont at Delhi under date the Sth instant, together with a 
copy of my letter of this date to the Acting Resident written 
under the orders of His Excellency the A^’ice-President in 
Council. 


Enclosure (1) to 120. 

From Tlh Fraseu, Esquire, 2nd Assistant in charge of the 
Bcsidencii, to N. B. EnMoysTOSE, Esquire, Chief Secrefamj 
to Government , Fort William, — dated Delhi, the 8tli of 
March 1811. 

Azuji Begii, a servant of Shah Zuman^s, reached this 
place a few' days ngo carrying a letter from Prince Yoonoos 
addressed to IMr. Seton. 

2. The letter referred to the verhal communications of 
Aznm Begh, who intimated the desire of Shah Zinnan to 
retire wuth his family wuthin the British territory. 

3. A copy aiicl translation of the letter and my reply 
I have the honor to enclose to you for the information of 
the Right Hon ’hie the Governor- General in Council, and I 
request you will be pleased to solicit the instructions of His 
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Lordslaip in Council in the event of that Prince pressing his 
intention or advancing within our frontier without giving 
previous intimation of his determination. 


Translation of a hitter aihlressecl hij Prince YOONOOS to Mr. 

Seiox, — dated 2iid April 1811. 

Aztjm BegHj a confidential servant will reach you. Con- 
form to his representations and return him speedily with 
care and accounts of yourself. 

Translation of the reply to the letter of Prince Yoonoos to the 
address of 2Tr. Bnoy, — dated 2nd April 1811. 

The letter which Your Highness addressed to IMr. Setou 
reached mo. The servant of Your Highness informs me 
that it is the intention of your Royal Rather to visit this 
country, provided the permission of the British Government 
be obtained. When Mr. Seton, who has departed for Calcutta, 
left this place I received no orders on this subject. I cannot 
therefore reply to the intimation Your Highness has been 
pleased to convey, birt I shall immediately communicate the 
intentions of your Royal Father to the Right HoYble the 
Governor-General in Clouncil, and, soliciting his reply, forward 
it to Your Highness. 


Enclosuue (ft) TO 120. 

From N. B. EBMoymenyE, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, Fort Willia-m, to IF. Fraser, Escpiire, in charge of 
the Residency at Delhi, — dated Fort William, 22nd March, 
1811. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your two 
dispatches dated the Gth and 8th instant, the former reporting 
the success of your endeavours to persuade Prince Mnnsoor 
to return to his father, the latter announcing the arrival of a 
messenger dispatched Ijy Zeinann Shah for the purpose of 
intimating the desire of the latter to retire with his family 
within the British territory. 


De.'jire of 
Shall Zamau 
to retire into 
Uritish terri- 
tory. 



r)psirc of 
Shall Zaman 
lo retire iato 
British Terri- 
tory. 
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2. Hi.g Excellency the Viee-Presitlent in Council bag 
received with great satisfaction the information contained 
in tlie first of tbose dispatches^ and consider.? you entitled to 
the credit of much address in persuading the Prince Munsoor 
to return ; whilst he approves entirely of the mode of proceed- 
ing which you adopted on this occasion and of the pecuniary 
aid which jmu afforded to the Prince, and whicli appears to 
His Excellency in Council to have been judicious in point of 
form and moderate in extent. 

3. It is snj^erfluons to observe that the Vice-President in 
Council is extremely anxious to prevent the arrival of Zemaun 
Shah within the Briti.sh territories. The considerations which 
oppose the expediency of affording an asylum to the sou 
obviously operate with still greater force with respect to the 
father. It is, therefore, the desire of His Excelleucy in 
Council that every eff'ort should be employed to prevent 
Zemaun Shah from carrying his intention into effect. You 
will therefore endeavour, either through the agency of this 
messenger or by a direct communication, to impress upon the 
mind of Zemaun Shah a conviction of the absolute inutility of 
the proposed measure by causing him to understand that the 
British Govcrniueut would not find itself authorized to supply 
His I\rajesty and his family with the moans of support j 
that, deeply as the Britisli Government laments his misfortunes 
and those of His Tloyal brother, it cannot depart from the line 
of neutrality with regard to tlie contending interests of the 
two monarchs which the British Government has uniformly 
observed, and that consec|uently he could not expect that 
Government in any manner or degree to espouse his cause ; 
that therefore be would but expose lumsolf to adJitioiial 
distress by withdrawing from the territory of a Chief from 
wdiom, as having stood in the ladation of a tributary or 
dependant to bis brother Shah Shujah while the latter main- 
tained the sovereignty of Caubul, he and the rest of the Royal 
Family have a right to claim the duties of suhservieney, 
nud by separating himself from the fortunes and society 
of his brother ; that it w'ould be far more advisable 
for the whole of the Royal Family to remain together. 
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approximated as mncii as may bo to the Afg-baun territories;, 
in readiness to tabe advantage o£ any events -wbieli tbe 
vicissitudes of fortune inay produce of a nature favorable 
to tlieir future prospects, instead of manifesting by tbeir 
dispersion or retreat a despair of l^etter days and discouraging 
tbe hopes, the zeal and eventual efforts of their paidizans 
and adherents. 

•f. It may not be improper to obseium also that the line 
of neutral conduct adopted Ijy tbe British Government on 
this occasion is precisely that rvhich was pursued at a time 
when the fortunes of Shah Shujah and Zemauii Shah were 
triumphant, since it then withheld its support from the 
fugitive princes of the family of their rival I\Iahmood Shah 
and rerpuired them to retreat from the British dominions. You 
will at the same time employ such further arguments of 
dissuasion as your judgment may suggest. 

5. His Excellency in Council is disposed to hope that 
by arguments such as these, as being’ in fact a prohibition 
against tbe execution of bis design and as tending to convince 
Zemaun Sbali that neither he nor his brother can expect any 
aid or support from the British Government, the former may 
be induced to abandon bis intention of seeking an asylum 
within the British tendtories. His Excellency in Council, 
moreover, i.s not without hopes that the example of the 
unsuccessful visits of the Princes Yooims and Munsoor wdll 
contribute to discourage Zemaun Shah from an attempt 
similar to theirs. If notwithstanding this prohibition Zemaun 
Shah should resolve to advance. Government will be better 
enabled to withhold tliose o)j.servauce.9 which might be con- 
sidered to belong to bis rank and situation, but which could 
not but create au extreme degree of inconvenience and 
embarrassment, and the expectation of tbe effect of this reply 
to tbe ShabY application might properly be urged by tbe 
officers of Government as the cause of their not being already 
furnished with instructions for tlio g'uidance of tlieir conduct, 
and tlieir cousccpicnt omis.siou of tbe due formalities of bis 
reception and cnterlainmcnt, if be should proceed within tbe 
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limits of theii’ jurisdiction before they could receive sueb 
instructions. This intimation may be expected to haA^e the 
effect of inducing him to halt, and would afford an opportunity 
of determining and of apprizing the Sbah before his actual 
entry within the limits of the British jurisdiction of the nature 
of the reception to be afforded him under the circumstance 
of his advancing in opposition to the counsel and consent 
of the British Government. 

G. Copies of this letter and of your dispatch of the 8th 
instant will be transmitted to Lieutenant-Colonel Oehterlony 
for the eventual guidance of his conduct although His 
Excellency in Council concludes that j'ou have already 
reported to that officer the mission of Azum Beg aud the 
object of it. 

121 . From N. B. Bs.uoxstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel B. 
OciiTERioxr, Agent, Governor-General, Lodhiana , — ■ 
dated the 5th of April ISll. 

I AAf directed to acknowledg'e the receipt of your dispatch 
under date the 9th ultimo/ reporting- in detail the measures 
adopted by yoir in concert with Rajahs Jeswunt Sing and 
Bhaug Sing for the purpose of effecting a reform in the 
administration of the affairs of the Rajah of Pntteoalah. 

2. Of the expediency of those measures considered 
merely in conuoetiou with their object, His Excellency the 
Vice-President in Council is disposed to entertain a favourable 
opinion. That a reform such as has been proposed is 
urgently reeprired with a view to the prosperity of tlie petty 
State of Putteealah cannot be denied, and the means imrsned 
for that piu-pose are perhaps the most effectual of any which 
it -was practicable to adopt. The only questiou suggested by 
this transaction to the consideration of Gor^ernment is 
-u-hether upon general principles of policy our direct partici- 
pation in the measures of reform be prudent aud advisable, 
and with regard to this point His Excellency in Council 
entertains considerable doubt. 

* 119 svpra. 
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3. Ifc is not to be denied that our interests in that 
quarter u'ould Ije benefited, and that some evils and incon- 
veniences would be precluded bj'- the establishment of an 
efficient system of administration in the country of Putteealah ; 
and the good effects which it is calculated to produce on the 
condition of the inhabitants, the tranc^uillitj' and good order 
which it must tend to promote, and the general purpose of 
preserving the Principality from rnin, give to the measure of 
our interference the attractive character of benevolence. But 
even these combined motives of prospective policy and 
immediate good must not be allowed to constitute exclusive 
principles of action. They must be held iii subordination 
to other fixed and fundamental rules of comprehensive policy. 
If unrestrained by those rules, it is not easy to assign a limit 
to their practical operation. Thej' would be applicable to the 
evils and abuses in eveiy petty Chiefship from the Sutledg-e 
to the Jumna. They woidd warrant our interference in the 
disputes and distractions which desolate the more distant 
States and territories of lyeuagur, hlchwar, Plindoostan and 
Delckan, — disorders which may readily be supposed to comprisi' 
the elements of luturc danger to the British power, which are 
the fruitful source of great and wide-extended miser}', and 
therefore hold forth to the views of speculative policy motives 
of interference founded on considerations of future securit}’, of 
abstract justice and general philanthropy. 

4. With respect to the case immediately in question, 
Hi.s Excellency in Council is of opinion that in a political 
point of view a scrupulous adherence to the princiide, which 
we have so often and so solemnl}' professed, of abstaining from 
all interference in the internal administration and concerns of 
the petty States between the Sntledge and the Junrna which 
are placed under the general protection of the British power, 
is of more importance than the attainment of the benefits 
which a deviation from that principle is expected to produce 
in the ease under consideration. 

5. If it he alleged that the degree of interference which 
you propose to e.xercise in the affairs of Putteealah is qualified 
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by tbe intermediate agency o£ tbe Chiefs who are the relatives 
of Saheb Sing and who have solicited your aid; that it is not 
likely to be viewed rvith jealorrsy or alarm by the general body 
of the Chiefs ; and that it cannot therefore operate injuriously 
to our interests whilst it is necessarily productive of essential 
benefit to tbe country, to its inbabitants and even to the 
Rcajah himself — it is to be observed tbab in whatever degree 
that interference is exercised in the same degree it tends to 
diminish the credit of our publick professions ; that to those 
who are hostile to our interests, who arc disposed to ascribe to 
us systematick habits of gradual and insidious encroach men t. 
onr conduct will be viewed under all the misconeejrtions of 
malevoleuce, and without any allowance for the considerations 
and the motives by which it has been actuated ; that the 
interference of a powerfid vState in the concerns of a weaker 
is necessarily prog’ressive with relation not only to the latter, 
but to others which are contiguous. It involves the guarantee 
of the arrangements rvbieh it is employed to introduce. It 
places the interposing power in connection with some local 
interests and in opposition to others, and by the natural 
effects of action and reaction the Government -wbicii em- 
ployed its infuence for the adjustment of those foreign 
concerns is ultimately compelled to hoeome the arbiter and 
controulcr of the local administration in all its branches, and 
to identify the rights and interests of the protected State 
with Its own. Prom this stage of commixture in the concerns 
of one Slate, the transition is natural and unavoidable to an 
interference in the concerns of others with which (as in the 
present case) it stands connected by political or familj'' 
relations ; and thus bj" necessary gradation a slight departure 
from a principle of policy declared by Govermnenfc to be 
fundamental and immutable terminates in tbe entire abandon- 
ment of it. 

6. Entertaining this view of the subject which you 
have brought under the consideration of Government, you 
will infer that the "N'icc-Prosident in Council is unwilling lo 
coiwur m the further prosecniiou of Iho measures which you 
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have pvoposedj and that, considering a sorujmlous and rigid 
adherence to every principle professed and formally proclaimed 
to all the Chiefs placed under our protection to Ije indispen- 
sably necessary, His Excellency in Council is anxious that 
you should abstain from any partieijjation in the measures of 
reform, hovever necessaiy, in the State of Putteealah, and 
that you should limit your interference to the mere expression 
of yoTu- advice and recommendation on points that may be 
submitted to your judgment. The distinction is ob\dous 
between the occasional exercise of the influence of a protecting 
power in securing to the several Chiefs the enjoyment of their 
respective rights by preventiiig the usurpation of injustice 
and ambition, and that species of interference which affects 
the internal administration of their territories and controuls 
their liberty of action within the limits of their legitimate 
jurisdiction in paints of legislation, civil and military 
economy. The former is tlie proper and necessary office of 
protection ; the latter has a tendency" to convert protection 
into controul and to abridge the right.s which we profess to 
maintain, 

7. It is superflnou.s to add that although, for the reason 
now detailed, the Vice-President in Council differs in opinion 
with j’-ou regarding the expediency of the measures which 
you have adopted and proposed for the reform of the adminis- 
tration of Itajali Saheh Sing’, yet His Excellency iu Council 
justly appreciates the motives of your conduct aud the 
grounds of your eoun.sel, and considers them to he exclusive!}^ 
the result of that zeal and solicitude which you have uni- 
formly manifested for the interest.s of the publick service. 


122. Erof)i N. D. EnMOXsrox/i:, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D. 
OcRTCEiOxr, Ayent, Governor-General, Lodhiana,— 
dated the 5th of July 1811. 

Ills Excellency the Vice-President in Council concludes 
that you have received from the Resident at Delhi a copy 
of his letter to my address of the 11th ultimo. I am now 
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directed to troosmlfc to you tlie oucloseil copy^ of my reply to 
tlint letter, tirid to couvoy to you the instruclions to rvluch 
the 4tb paragrapli of it refers, lyy stating- the substance of the 
Proclarnatio)! -n'hieh His Excellenc}" in Council deems it 
expedient that, yon should issue to the Sikh Chieftains 
between the Jumna and the Stitlodge. 

2. The Proclamation should commence by reciting the 
fandameiital principle of guarantee which was adopted at 
the time when those Chieftains ^yevc taken under the 
p]-otection of the British Government, namcl}- that of 
securing them in the possession of the lauds which they 
respectively held antecedently to the last incursion of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing into the territory sitnated botween the Jumna 
and the Sutlcdge. The Proclamation should then proceed to 
state that the interference of the Briti-sh Government in the 
concerns of the Sikh Chieftains hn.s been regulated entirely 
l.iy that principle ; that wc desire not to interfere in the 
internal administration of their respective countries j and that 
consequently complaints and representations of tlie nature of 
those described in the 12th paragraph of IMr. iMetcalfe^s letter 
of the 11th ultimo have not been and will not be attended 
to, but that the preservation of general tranquillity and the 
discharge of the obligations of that protection, which has 
been extended to all, require that we should interpose our 
authority to effect the restitution of lands which, in violation 
of the arrangement originally prescribed, one Chieftain may 
liave usurped from another. 

S. It may be useful then to specify in succinct terms 
some of the instances in which our interference has been so 
employed . 

T. It will then be proper to observe that, whereas lyy 
rendering the mere restitution of the usurped lauds the sole 
penalty of the usurpation, on the one hand an encoiu'agcment 
is afforded to the commission of such acts of injustice, since 
the usurper derives the advantage of intermediate possession, 
•Not tracpablc in the Piinj.a’b Eeconls, 
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!uk 1 on the other complete justice is not clone to the injured 
party^ -ndio in such case incurs a permanent loss ; and 
■whereas Government itself has been exposed to the extra- 
ordinary expense of ecpdpping detachments for the purpose 
of in forcing tlie orders of restitution -n'hieli under the 
expectation of impunity the usurper has been encouraged to 
disregard; for these reasons it is declared that in every future 
instance of encroachment Government reserves to itself the 
option of not only demanding the repajunent of whatever 
collections may have been made from the usurped lands^ 
together with a compensation for any injury that the lands 
or their inhabitants may have sustained by the transaction, 
but also of imposing a fine upon the usurper to an amount 
adapted to the circumstances of the case. 

5. You will accordingly be pleased, in communication 
with the Resident at Delhi, to prepare and issue a Proclama- 
tion to the effect above described, with such modifications as 
may appear to you to he necessaiy and are consistent -nuth 
the spirit of it, transmitting of course a copj- and translation 
of it for the information of Government. 


123. From N. B. Fdo[Okstone, Esquire, Chief Secrefarii to Gov- 
ernment, to Lieutenant- Colonel E. Oceterlox}', Com- 
manding at Lodhiana, — -dated the 12tli of July 1811, 

I AM directed to transmit to you, for your information 
and guidance, the enclosed copy of an extract from the 
proceedings of His Excellency the Vice-President in Council 
in the Pulilic Department under date the 28tli ultimo, and to 
desire that you will, in conformity to the orders therein 
conveyed by the Honourable the Court of Directors, endeavour 
to procure and send to the Presidency, for the purpose of 
being forwarded to England, some specimens _of the Cash- 
meerean breed of sheep. 

2. His Excellency the Vice-President in Council under- 
stands that the breed of sheep peculiar to Cashmere is of the 
light-tailed kind, and not of the sort termed doomhn, which 
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Is Common tlirougliout Afgliniustan, Corresponding' instruc- 
tions Avill be also transmitted to tlie Besicleut at Delhi, 

Extract from the RroceecUngs of His Excellency the Vice-President 
in Council in the Public Department, iinder date the S8lh 
June ISll. 


Extract from a Public General Lctfer from tlio Ilonoiirablc tlio Court of 
Directors, dated tlio lOfcli October ISIO. 

* * .H- 

Papa. 2. We have received an application from the Right 
Hononrable Sir .Tolin Sinclair, Bart., repre.seuting that the 
Board of Agriculture are anxious that specimens of the 
Cashmeeroan breed of sheep should be brought over to this 
country and the practicability of their succeeding in Great 
Britain, and, being at all times desirous of affording every 
facility in our power towards the attainment of any object 
which may prove beneficial to the agricultural and manu- 
facturing interests of this couutrjg wo direct that you use 
\'our best endeavours to accomplish the object in question. 

3. We have communicated our wdshos iu this respect 
to Sir Gore Ouselj' previous to his departure for Persia and 
have recpiested his particular attention to the subject. 

Resolution . — Ordered that an extract (paragraphs 2nd and 
3rd) from the foregoing letter from the Honourable Court 
of Directors be recorded in the Political Department, from 
whence the Resident at Delhi and the Officer Commanding at 
Lodhiana will he desired to endeavour to procure, and to send 
to the Presidency for the purpose of being forwarded to 
England, some specimens of the Cashmeeroan breed of sheep. 

Ordered also that copies of the same paragraphs be sent to 
the Board of Trade, -with directions to them to require the 
attention of the Resident at Etayah and Culpee to the 
practicability of obtaining any of those specimens in the 
Upper Provinces or of employing any of the natives of those 
Provinces trading to Cashmere to procure them from thence 
on commission. 

0. M. RICKETTS, 
Recretarij to Government. 
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124. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. OcilTEnLOKV, Aijent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodeana, to N. B. FumoNSTOSE, 
Fsrpilre, Chief Secretary to Government, Political, ^'c., 
Department, Fort ^YiUv^m, — No. 103, dated the oOtJi 
of July ISll . 

I HAVE tlie honor to achnowleclg'o the receipt of your letter 
of the 5th July, ^ and iu obedience to the commands of His 
Excellency the Yiee-Pre.sident in Council, have prepared an 
explanatory Proclamation, which accompanies this dispatch, 
for the approval and correction of the Resident at Dehli. 

2. IThen I profess the sincerest resj^ect for the talents, 
abilities and judgauent with a sentiment of friendship and 
affection for IMr. IMetcalfo almost paternal. His Excellency the 
Vice-President iu Council will not suspect me of any moti\'e 
which IMr. jMetcalfe will not approve, if I venture to offer a 
few observations on the 11th and 12th paragraphs of his 
dispatch of the 11th June. It is our mutual wish, as it is our 
mutual duty, to give such accounts of our Sikh protegifs as to 
each ap)pears just ; but 'we take different Auews of the same 
object, and, as his picture is delineated at Dehli, I beg leave 
to offer my sketch from Loodeana. But, as IMr. ^letcalfe^s 
was drawn at an early period after his arrival, I shall first 
endeavour to account for the impressions which may have had 
an influence on his pencil. 

3. In the interval of IMr. IMetcalfe^s departure from and 
return to Dehli some changes had been contemplated or 
adopted in the Police Department, and the Sikh Surdars more 
immediately connected Avith the British Government were 
apprehensive that the new .system would be extended to their 
jagheers. They did not kuoAV Avhat to urge against the 
measure respecting those districts which they held by grant 
from the British GoA'ernmeut, but, though A'ery reluctant to 
admit them in either, they exerted all their influence and 
interest to preA^ent their being sent into those lauds Avliich they 
had acquired during the administration of General Perron; 
and as one means of preA^entiou, AAuthout positively asserting 
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the fact, they insidiously songdifc to impress on the minds of all 
the Sikh A^akecls at that Diirhar an idea that the introduction 
of a police into their jagheers Arould soon be folloAred by their 
establishment in the Protected territory ; and this idea tvas so 
sedulously inculcated and made so general an Impression that 
an assemblage of the southern Chiefs took place at Thnnnaser, 
and ga\c a slight and momentary alarm to Colonel Ivlarshall 
until he discovered these idle fears to he tlie cau.se of their 
meeting. 

•i. This report was intended by the fabricators to induce 
them to make commoji causc^ and it was whilst this absurd 
Jiotion was at its height that iMr. Metcalfe returned to Delhi. 

5, I have had frequent occasion to report a selfish cunning 
to bo a prominent feature in the Sikh character, and I cannot 
bc'lp thinking that the complaints and pretended alarms A^d■uch 
gave rise to i\Ir. jMetealfe’s report originated in the fears of 
a police, tliongh they would carefully conceal and abstain from 
hinting at the real ground of their apprelicnsions to him 
^vhom they supposed was to cany tlie measure into effect. 

G. That they still vefain some suspicions and alarms I do 
nut mean to deny, bub they are of a different nature from that 
of mere interference in their internal administration, and to 
remove them at prc*.?ont would be the greatest evil they could 
suffer; they can only be eradicated by time, whieli has already 
made a pow'erful impression and must at length force con- 
viction, 

7. Prom the moment that the Cis-Sutledgian fSikhs were 
released from all dread of Ivunjcet SIugT encroachments they 
beman to entertain ncAv fears. 

8. They never wished a stationary protective force. 
Their aim was only to deter llunjeet from further incursions 
hy the terror of the British name and the danger of invading 
torritoiy under British protection. Their first solicitations w'era 
rejected, and we came wdien some who were most anxious had 
not only lost their terror, but had greatly beuefited bv liis 
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bounty. We were considered by some uninvited, unexpected 
and even unwelcome guests, but they did not know bow to 
refuse wdiat they had once solicited, and, as a British Army 
was too formidable to resist, and there were yet many who 
fe.ared the future visits of the Lahore Chief, Jodh Sing alone 
of all the powerful Chiefs was the only one wdio withheld 
his attendance on the advance of my detachment. By the 
declaration of protection they aecpiired all they desired ; they 
wmuld har’c wished to be left to prej^ upon each other ad 
lihitum. Bunjeet, had the force been withdrawn, would soon 
by their conduct or his own have afforded a cause of war, and 
wdiiist we should have borne all the expenses and encountered 
all the danger, they would have enjoyed the delights of 
immediate plunder, rapine and devastation, and have looked 
to an indemnification for their services in grants of the 
Puujauh. 

0. When all these cherished hopes vanished by the treaty 
with Riinjeet, and a force being .stationed at Loodcana for the 
combined jmrpose of keeping him in check and controuling 
their own feuds and depredations, thej’' certainly did, and some 
perhaps still do, indulge other fears ; and, as they saw no 
benefit, heard of no tribute, or any call which could account 
for such unexampled generosity, the yearly l)egan to suspect 
that power and inclination would not be separated, and the 
protection of their country would ultimately terminate in its 
annexation to the British dominions. 

10. Amongst the lower class of the inhabitants it is 
as earnestly wished as anxiously expected, and the suspicion 
sometimes shews itself iii the jealousy of the Chiefs ; yet, as 
their belief reconciles them to all events, I am of opinion that 
amongst the Surdars it is only a transient or occasional idea, 
and that the interference of the British Government is 
generally felt and acknowledged as a blessing-. 

11. If there are a few wBo think otherwise, it is only 
those who possessing the means would gratify their inclina- 
tions in the commission of injuries, injustice and crime, and it 
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cannot be regretted that sneli men should he curbed in their 
career o£ plundeib depreda'iou and oppression. 

12. Tlio coercive mc.asures ve h.'ive used for the re.stitn- 
tion oi property have only excited regret in the aggressors, 
wliilst the justice and disinterestedne.ss of t-lie transaction have 
either been openly applauded or beheld with silent admiration 
and astonishment. 

13. The tenor of the fir.st Proclamation has br?cn, in 
every instance within my recollection and my sphere of action, 
rigidly adhered to. 

11. Ihaheels from every Chief are in attendance both here 
and I believe at Dehli, and stn])idity could hardly misconstrue, 
or the most discontented cavil at, the plain terms in which 
eveiy case aheebing internal administration has been dismissed. 

1.0. "Where villages or sbare.s of vill.ages belong to 
different Surdars I have thought it a duty to hear them in the 
presence of their resj)ective \akeels, and the petty warfare 
which occairred in former times has been changed for the 
patient and impartial investigrition of right. On these points 
were I to offer an opinion, I .should say that they know they 
recpiire, and arc glad to possess, this sort of Interference of a 
third di.sinteresled person, who acts as an arbitrator and by 
the iiitevvenlion of a salutary authority soothes that pride 
which would Ijave flown to arms in support of his own 
villagers, though he knew their claims uiireasouable, their 
cause unjust and his force uuccpial to cope ^vith the superior 
power of his opponent. 

IG. These .arc men who have benefited largely by the 
munificence of the British Government. It is these men 
who -wish to turn these marks of favor or reward still further 
to their own advantage ; industriously inculcating an idea 
of their importance, influence and interest, they depreciate 
British justice; and it is chiefly, if not solely, these men who 
pretend alarms of interference in their internal administration, 
h.:'cause^ under the name and disguise of internal coutvonl, they 
attempt and hope to roh their relations and dependants with 
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impunity and n'itliout investiu’alion, and to mniihilate the 
existence of propertj" unless as belonging to themselves. 

] 7. It is Impossible to pass tbvongli the conntiy ulthout 
hearing' and seeing- the beneficial effects of our interference in 
the increased and still increasing agricultural iuiprnvenient of 
the lauds and industry of the iubabita,uts. The farmer sows 
with confidence what he hopes to reap in security, and the 
Chiefs not only derive the advantages resulting' from their 
exertions, but, as the zemeendars themselves complain, levy 
higher taxes, because tliC}’- no longer fear the ejection of their 
own thanas or their recourse to a more lenient master, that is, 
they now pay nearer the just value of the produce than they 
formerly wovrld have done. 

IS. The relations declared to subsist Ijetwcen the British 
G-overnment and the southern Cliiefs will not admit of an 
interference in their internal administration ■, but, if such a 
controul existed under certain limitations, I am convinced it 
would only tend to the superior prosperity of the country and 
the aun'memtatiou of the revenues of the very juen who 
deprecate its establishnieut. 

19. I hope this long and perhaps imnccessa.ry address will 
ho received h}' His Excellencj' with the usual iiululgeiiee, and 
I shall only Leg tlie orders of His Excellency on one point, 
wdiich IMr. jMc-tcalfe may possibly coirect in llie copy of the 
Proclamation this day iran-siuitted, but which I- did not find 
easy to effect, not only from my imperfect knowledge of the 
Persian, but from some doubts as to the propriety of the 
point itself. 

20. In mentioning’ the repayment of all collections and 
the optional fine, I have said, generally, all Sardai-s on this side 
of the Sutledge, but these encroach nients are as likely to be 
made by the Surdars of Bhurtgnrb and CTOong-rana and others 
of PtunjeeEs jageerdars as by any of our own immediate 
dependants, and supposing sucli a case to occur it would 
be desirable to receive the orders of His Excellency the I'ice- 
Presidijiit in Council whether any or what distinction should 
be made. 
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125 . Fwm N. D. Edmonstoa’i:, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, to LienJenanf -Colonel D. OcnTEniONr, 
Afjeni, Governor-General , Loclliiana, — dated the Sard of 
August 1811. 

I AM directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of yonr dispatch 
No. 103^ under date the 30th ultimo/ in reply to the 
instructions of Government contained in my letter of the 5th 
of that mouthy which prescribed the terms of a Proclamation 
to he issued to the Sikh Chiefs under our protection;, and 
stating your observations with reference to the report from 
the Resident at Delhi of the 11th of June on which those 
instructions were founded. 

2. His Excellency the Vice-President in Council highly 
approves the communication of the remarks contained in your 
dispatch, which satisfactorily account for the impressions 
under which the Resident at Delhi framed his report of the 
11th of June, and which appear to His Excellency in Council 
to be founded on a correct view of the condition, and an 
accurate knowledge of the sentiments and character, of the 
Sikh Chiefs. 

o. Government is entirely satisfied of the jiropriety and 
necessity of the degree of interference exercised through your 
agency in the concerns of those Chiefs, and ascribes to you 
the credit of great zeal, discretion, industiy and ability in the 
discharge of the difficult and laborious duties rvhich that 
agency imposes on you. It w'as by no means the design 
of Government in directing the Proclamation described in 
my letter of the 5th of July to abridge the measure of 
interference hitherto exercised. The objects of it were to 
preclude the apprehension of that interference being extended 
in a manner calculated to affect the legitimate and acknowl- 
edged rights and independence of the Chiefs within the limits 
of their respective territories, and to discourage, by annexing 
a penalty to, their future encroachments on each other’s 
possessions. 

' 12-1 sitjjm. 
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4. Altlioug'li your observation .s therefore shew the former 
of these olijects to Ije les.s urgent than CTOverumeiit had reason 
to suppose from the representation of the Eesideut at Delhi^ 
yet, as that part of the prescribed Proclamation which applies 
to the object in (piestion can only have a tendency to confinn 
the confidence of our dependants, while the second object 
to which it is directed is obviouslj" of importance, His 
Excollenc}^ in Council is still of opinion that the Proclamation 
should be issued. 

.5. The draft of the Proclamation which you have 
prepared not having’ been yet received from the Resident at 
Delhi, a reply to ,the reference contained in the last paragraph 
of your dispatch is necessarily suspended. 

G. A copy of this tetter vill be transmitted to Mr. 
Aletcalfe for his information. 


126. El ■om Lieutenant- Colonel D. OcJiTERlONr, Agent, Gover- 
nor~General, T^odhiaiia, to N. B. Edmoestone, Esquire, 
Chief Secretary to Govcrnnient, — No, 105, dated the 2nd 
Scfitemhcr ISll, 

In obedience to the orders convej'ed in your letter of the 
.5th July last, I hax'e now the honor of transmitting a copy 
and translation of the Proclamation made to the Sikh Surdars, 
&c., under your instructious, having previously sent it in 
to the Resident of Delhi for approval. 


Enclosure to 12G. 

TROCLAMATION, 

Ear the information and. assurance of the Protected Chiefs of the 
plains between the Sutlej and Jumna., 

On the .3rd of May 1809 an liiillali-nameli , comprised of 
seven Articles, was issued by the orders of the Rritish Glovern- 
ment, purporting that, the country of the Surdars of Surhind 
and Malwa having come under their protection. Rajah 
Runjeet Sing, agreeably to Treaty, had no concern with the 
possessions of the above Surdars ; that the British Government 
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bad 110 intention of claiming jify'.sV/Z-K-s// or nuzerana ; and that 
tbej" sbould continue in the dull controiil and enjoyment of 
their respective possessions. The publication of the above 
Ittillali-nameli ivas intended to afford every confidence to the 
Surdars that the protection of the country v.ms the sole 
ohject j that they had no intention of controul ; and tliat 
those having possessions should remain in full and complete 
enjoyment thereof : 

Whereas several zemeendar.? and other subjects of the 
Chiefs of this countiy have preferred complaints to tlie 
officers of the British Government^, vdio^ having in viev the 
tenor of the above lillUaJi-namcli, have not attended, and will 
not in future pay attention, to theiii ; for instance on the 15th 
June ISll Dcllawor Ali Ivhan of Samana complained to the 
Besident of Delhi against the officers of Rajah Sahch Sing 
for jevels and other property said to have been seized lyy 
them, vho in reply observed that ^Ghe cnGba of Samana 
being in the amuldari/ of Rajah Sahch tSing, his complaint 
slionld ho made to hi:n "’■’ ; and also, on the 12tb July 
1811, Dussonndha Sing and Goormoolc Sing complained to 
Colonel Ochtcrlony, Agent to the Governor-General, against 
Sni’dar Chuvrnt Sing for their shares of property, fcc., and in 
reply it ivas vritten on the hack of their itrcee “ that since 
during’ the period of three years no claim iras preferred 
against Churrnt Sing by any of his brothers, nor even the 
name of any co-partner mentioned, and since it ivas adi'ortized 
in liiillali-namcli delivered to the Surdars that cveiy Chief 
should remain in the quiet and full cnjo 3 ’mont of his domains, 
their petition could not be attended to. Tlie insertion of 
these answers to complaints is intended as examples, and also 
that it maybe impressed on the minds of every zcmcendar aUfj 
other srrbjects that the attainment of justice is to he expected 
from their respective Chiefs only, that tliey may not in the 
smallest degree swerve from the observance of subordination. 
It is therefore highly incumbent upon the Rbajahs and 
other Surdars on this side of the river Sntledgo that they 
explain this to their respective subjects and court their 
confidence, that it may be clear to them that complaints 
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to the officers of the British CTOveniment will he of no avail, 
and that they consider their respective Surdars as the source 
of justice, and that, of their free will and accord, they observe 
uniform obedience : 

And whereas, accordino* to the first Proclamation, it is not 
the intention of the British Government to interfere in 
the possessions of the Surdars of this eountiy, it is never- 
theless, for the purpose of meliorating- the condition of the 
community, particularly necessray to give g-cneral information 
tliat several Surdars have since the last incursion of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing' wrested the estates of others and deprived 
them of their lawful possessions, and that in the restoration 
they have used delays until detachments from tlie British 
Army have been sent to effect restitution, as in ihe case of the 
Ranee of Zeera, the vSiklis of Choliaii, the Toloo'kas o£ 
Karowley and Chehloundy, and t]ie village of Cheeha ; and 
the reason of such delays and evasions can only he attributed 
to tlie temporary enjoyment of the revenues and subjecting 
the owners to irremediable lo.sses. It is therefore, by order of 
the British Government, hereby proclaimed that if any one 
of the Surdars or otliers has forciljly tnlccn possession of 
the estates of other.?, or otherwise injured the lawful 
owners, it is necessary that, before the occurrence of any 
complaint, the proprietor should be satisfied, and by no 
meo.us to defer the restoration of the property ■, in which, 
however, should delays be made and the interference of the 
British authority become repnisite, the revenues of the estate 
from the date of the ejection of the lawful proprietor, 
together with whatever other losses the inhabitants of 
that place may sustain from the march of troops, shall, 
without scruple, be demanded from the offending- partjr ; and 
for disobedience of the puesent orders, a pjenalty, according to 
the circumstances of the case and of the offender, shall be 
levied, agreeably to the decision of the British Government, 


Proclaniafcloa 
to llie Prn- 
tected .Sikli 
Cliiefs, 


Loodiaka : 

The 22iicl August 1811, 


(Sd.) D. OCHTERLONY, 
Agent to Governor-General. 
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Prnclfi'm;\tion 
to tlic Pro- 
tf’cte.l Sikli 
Chiefs. 


127 . Ei'oin N. B. EiL'iro^STOXE, Esquire, Chief Serretary to 
Government, to Licntcnant-Goloncl E. Ocutekloni', 
Agent, Governor- Gene rat, Lodhiana , — dated the 27th of 
September IS 11. 

I AJI directed to acknowdedg-e tlie receipt oC your letter 
No. 105j^ enclosing a copj’’ and translai.ion of tlie Proclama- 
tion to the Sikli Ckiefs framed according’ to the instructions 
of Grovernment communicated to you in my dispatch of 
the 5tli of Jrd}g and to signify to you His Excellency the 
Vice-President in CounciPs approbation of the tenor of it. 

2. With reference to the eprostion stated in the last 
paragraph of your dispatch of the SOtli of Juljp an ansu'cr to 
which was suspended until the receipt of a copy of the 
Proclamation, I am instructed to obseiwe that a Proclamation 
issued on the basis of the authority derived from the relations 
of protection and dependence established between the British 
Government and certain of the Chiefs whose territories are 
situated between the Sutledge and the Jumna, cannot prop- 
erly be rendered applicable to those who are acknowledged to 
be the dependants of the Bajah of Lahore and that upon 
general principles of public law, in the case which you have 
sirpposed of encroachments on any of our dependants by those 
of the Bajah of Lahore, we have to look to the Bajali for 
redress and compensation ; consequently it is unnecessary to 
express in the Proclamation any distinction between the two 
classes of dependants. If any such case should arise, you will 
of course convey the requisite remonstrance to the Bajah of 
Lahore, but you will at the same time report the circumstances 
of the case for the orders and instructions of Government. 

’ 126 supra. 
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Jtlarrvago of Raja Ra'.ijifc Singh’s son— Deputation of ilr. Moorci'oft to pur- 
chase horses— liluskets for Raja Ranjit Singh — hlaladunui^tratiou of 
the Patiala Stale — Attoinpt on the life of Lieuteaaut-Coloiiel Oehtor- 
loiiy at Patiala -Application of the Chief of Jlani Majra for a 
title — Tax oil pilgrims —Refuge of nieinhers of the Royal Family of 
Kabul in Rritish Territory — Farm of Sayer and Abhari duties of 
Ludhiana — Eucroachnieuts of Gurkhas and proposed military opera- 
tions — Visit of Lieutenant-Colonel 1). Ochterlony to the Commaudor 
of the Gurkha Forces. 

128. From Lieutenant- Colonel D. Ociiterloxv, Agent, Gov- 
crnor-Gen'eral , Loodeana, to N. B. FoMoysTOXE, Fsquire, 
Chief Secretary to Government, — No. 116, dated Fliug- 
ivara, the 23rd of January 1S12. 

I HAVL tlio honor fco aecfuaiiit yon^ for the information of 
the Bight Ilon^hlo the Governor-General in Council^ thn,t on 
the evening of the 20th iu.stant Lala Bhowany Das.s arrived 
at the Post of Loodeana^ bringing -with liiiii a Irharitii from 
Buujcet Siug’ respecting his invitation to the marriage of 
his .son^ and informing me that the Lada- was deputed to 
accompany me and to take care that every attention wa.s paid 
to the furnishing of whatever number of troops 1 should thiuk 
proper to take with me as an escort. It was originally my 
intention to have proceeded with a very small^ or without 
any^ guards, under an idea thak rvhilst it would give less 
trouble^ it would mark more confldeuee; buk finding from tbe 
Lahore newspapers that the Lala was instructed not to press 
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me respecting- tiie number of my escort^ if I ajtpeared inclined 
to bring- only a small pavtj, but to contrive to intimate 
tLat tbe larger it was (be greater Would be- tbe compliment^ 
I ebanged my resolutionj and ordered the whole of the 
Light Company of the 1st Battalion 13th and a Jemraadar 
and 30 from the same company of the second, to which, at 
the desire of the Itajah’s Yakeel, I added one of the gallopers 
of tbe 7th Cavalry as being particidarly mentioned in 
Bhow-any Bass' instructions, and one of the things he had the 
greatest curiosity to see. 

3. I left Loodeaua yesterday and arrived at this place 
(Phug'wara) this morning, hut the interval between the 
Lala's arri\'al and my departure was so entii-ciy occupied by 
tbe necessary attentions to llajabs Bbaug' Sing aild Juswunt 
Sing and Bhae Ball Sing, who arrived at Loodeana at tbe 
same time on tbeir way to tbe marriage, that I could not till 
tins moment ur.ikc the neces-sary report for Ilis Lordship's 
information. 

3, Just as I was mounting ray horse yesterday to cross 
the Suilcdgo, Hameev Sing returned again from the llajah of 
Putteealah, by whom he had been sent express to entreat me to 
send my Head hloonshy to him at Syfabad, to assure me every 
hour convinced him more fully of the folly of his late conduct, 
and that he was willing and most desirous to give me the most 
solemn pledge in his power that he would not be again misled 
or deceived or over .act so contrary to liis own interests as to 
displace the Ranee Aus Koour, hut that without my interfer- 
ence he could not divest himself of apprehension or return to 
Putteealah. 

4. I told Hameer Sing to say to tbe Rajah that I bad 
pledged m3'self not meivl}' for bi.s’ safety, but that be should 
:)ot bear one word of complaint ; that in the course of three 
years I had never once deceived him, hut had uniformly 
and disinterestedly offered him on all occasions mj' liest 
advice ; and that I was certain he bad sufficient judgment to 
umler&tand clearlv that Ids best interests were mv onlv object. 

He therefore had had sutlieieut c>:[>erience of mv disposition 



III. ] LUDHIANA AGENCY RECORDS, 1S12-U, 


275 


to j)lace an entire reliance on -nliatever I 'nn-ote or said^ Irut 
that on my part he must be sensible I had no reason to give 
my confidence to any assurances o£ kis^ verbal or written^ and 
that I could non only repeat irbat I bad said before^ and 
would not in any shape interfere in his concerns until I 
could be more certain of the ptermanency of his resolutions. 

5. Hameer Sing' heard me, I observed, with great con- 
cern and impatience, and seemed often to wish to interrupt 
me ; but nben I bad concluded be used the .strongest entreaties 
that I ivould relent and save the Raj from ruin j that I should 
reflect on the weakness of the Rajah, who was really good, 
though liable to be misled, and not master of bis own actions ; 
that to gratify him at this moment was to ensure the duration 
of the Ranee^s controul, which was not only his wish, but the 
■desire of every one who like him bad grown old in the service 
of the family and had no sinister purposes to serve ; that he 
would not urge me to go myself or to send Burkut Ali Khan, 
as I was going to the marriage, but if I would send tbe lowest 
of my lUiidmiitgarH merely to g'ive to the Rajah the requisite 
confldenee, he hoped he would return to Buttecalali and the 
business of the Government would go on ; and he added that, 
as I had called Kurm Slug' my sou, he was piersnaded that 
my acquiescence Wiuild oblige both him and his motlieiv 

G. After a long discussion, T at length consented that 
Ahdool Nubby Khan, an under kloonshy, should return with 
him on my part to assure him that he might return to 
Pntteealali without appu’cliension, but that resprecting the 
administration the Rajah was at libertp’- to make what choice 
he prleased j but if it was fixed on the Ranee Aus Koour he 
would best shew the stability or his resolves by deferring the 
business for a month or six weeks j and, to give him full time 
for consideration, I declined to receive and returned a written 
engagement which Hameer Sing had brought with him, and 
in exchange gave him one from the Ranee and JMisser Noudah 
which had been sent me, and by which they promised on oath 
the strictest adherence to his wishes and obedience to hia 
.orders. . 


Patinla 

affaii's. 
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7. As it began, bowover, b}"- stating’ tbafc tbe iMabavajaU 
“having’ reinstated them/'’ I gave Abdool Nnbby the strictest 
injunctions to explain to tbe Rajab that their obedience 
vould not be conditional, and i£ be desired to remove tbe 
Ranee it might be cRected by tbe slig’btest intimation of bi.s 
wishes and without any act of rnolcnce on bis part. 

S. I have not bad an opportunity of conversing with 
the other Chiefs on this sul)ject, but I have tbe strongest 
reason to believe that, if His Lordship should be pleased to 
honor my recommendation with bis sanction, it would be con- 
sidered by Rajah Bhang’ Singh and Bbye Lall Singh a 
laudable and most salntar}’' interference, and if Jnswnnt Singh 
has any objections there are none be could venture to urge, 
springing as they must do from bis connection with the Ranee 
Khem Koour, or a desire through her influence of enriching 
himself at the expense of the Putteealab treasury, if not the 
alienation of some of its possessions. 

9. If therefore the Rajah should again call upon me, I 
beg leave to repeat my urgent solicitations for His Lordbsip'’s 
permission, under tbe strongest and most concientions belief 
of tbe Rajah himself, w'hilst it would promote the interests of 
tbe British Government. 


129 . From G. T. MrTCJLF£, Esquire, Resident at Eelili, to 
Lieut enant-Golonel D. Ocutefloxi', Agent, Governor- 
General, Loodeana, — dated the 30th of January 1S12. 

I UAYE the honor to enclose a copy of instructions from 
Government, from which you will perceive that it is considered 
desirable to ascertain, as soon as possible, whether Rajah 
Runjeet Sing he disposed to allow Mr. Moorcroft to travel 
over the Punjaid3 in quest of horses, or otherwise. 

2. Conceiving that in your present situation you may 
have favorable opportunities of ascertaining this point, I take 
the liberty of recommending the subject to your attention. 
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Enclosuue (1) TO 129. 


From N. B. Fdoioxstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Govern- 
ment, to G. T. Metcalfe, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, — dated 
Fort William, the 3rd of January 1S12. 

In contimiation o£ letter to your address of tlie 19tli 
idtimO; I am directed to transmit to you the enclosed copy of 
an extract from tlie proceedings of Government in the 
INIilitary Department under date the 2lth ultimo^ and to 
communicate to you the desire of the E.ig'ht Honorable the 
Governor- General in Council that you vdll be guided by it 
in facilitating the objects of Mr. IMoorerofCs journey. 


Deputation of 
Mr. Moor- 
croft to 
purchase 
horses in tho 
Punjab. 


Enclosure (2) to 129. 

Extract from the proceedings of the Right Honorahle the Gover- 
nor-General in Council in the Military Department, under 
date the 2Itli December 1811. 

Extract from a letter from the Superintendent of the Honorable 
Company’s Stud at Foosah, dated Sth November ISll. 

* >ii * 

PAii.f. 3. In addition to the instructions proposed to be 
given to the Resident at the Court of Delhi^ as stated in 
Mr. Secretaiy Gardiner^’s ]etter_, paragraph Srd^ I beg leave 
to submit the jn-opriety of that gentleman being directed to 
make enquiry as soon as possible from Rajah llunjeet Sing 
whether I may have his permission to visit his country and 
capital for the purpose of purchasing stock to breed from^ and 
also that Mr. Metcalfe be requested to furnish me with letters 
of introduction to those Rajahs into whose territories I may 
find it advisable to travel or through which cattle purchased 
by me may have to pass in their route to the Honorable 
Company's Province^ in order that they may afford them safe 
convoy. 


Oedeued that a copy of the 3rd pai'agraph of the above- 
mentioned letter be transmitted to the Political Department 
for consideration and orders. 
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130. Et‘ 0 )}i Li^ittcncitiri- Colonel/ E. Coutbrloxv^ Atjcnl^ Govcy~ 

nor- General, Loodeann, to G. T. i^Letcalte, Esquire, 
itesident at Ecldi, —dated the 10th, of February 
1812. 

I H.vvE mucli pleasure in acquainting- you o£ tlie ready 
acquiescence of Runjeet Sing to Mr. iMoorcroft^s proposed visit 
to Lahore and to extend liis trip to Dhnnny Gheeb, which 
produces the finest breed of horses in the Punjauh ; and I liave 
no doubt sliould Mr. hloorcroft on personal enquiry find any 
other qilace or places worthy of his attention for the purchase 
of horses that Ruujeet Sing’s permission will not be with- 
bedd. 

It willj however, obviate delay if Mr. Moorcroft would 
write to me from Dehli fixing the day of his arrival at 
Loocleana, which will enable Runjeet to issue the necessary 
instructions to the Officer Commanding at Philour. 

I beg leave also to mention that Rnnjeet intends to visit 
Hurdn'ar with a thousand horse in the month of B>/saH or 
earlier, and has requested me to liave the necessary permission 
in readiness should he determine to carry this resolution into 
effect. 

I shall in the course of a few days address Government 
on this subject, but shall feci personally obliged by your 
making this intimation without delay if I am mistaken in 
supposing’ that your sanction and the customary for 

his accommodation are all that are required, should his trip 
take place before an answer can be received from the 
Presidency. 

131. From Licntenanf -Colonel E. OenrERLOKr, Agent, Gover- 

nor-General, Lodliiana, to N. B. EoMoysTONE, Fsqnire, 
Chief Secretary to Government, — No, 119, dated the 27tli 
of February 1812. 

I HATE the honor to report my return to this post 
yesterday. 

2. During the whole of my march to Umritser I 
experienced the good effect of Runjeet’s orders in the attention 
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o£ his people to the wants of mj escort in the ready supply 
of grass^ wood^ &c., and on my arrival there was received 
with marked respect, hj' his sending Fntteh Sing and his 
Dewan, hfohbum Chund, to meet me at a considerable dis- 
tance, and coming himself when about half a mile from my 
camp. 

3. During my stay ho seemed to seek occasion to 
express his confidence in and good-will towards the Eritish 
Government and his personal respect and regard for myself. 

4. On onr return to Umritser after the celebration 
of the marriage he renewed his inAutatioii to me to visit 
Lahore to see that cit}', the Royal Gardens, and the tomb 
of Jehangeer, and whilst there sent one of his confidential 
servants to see that we received every respect aud attention, 
pointing out other places which he thought wc might be 
desirous to see, aud which might afford us amusement and 
protract our stay, which he expressed a wish might he daring 
the llool'i/ festival. 

5. It appeared to me, however, more advisable not to 
seem anxious to prolong our stay, aud I contrived to have it 
hinted to him that, as we did not enter into the gaieties of 
the JIoolij Avith all that .sjiirit and hilarity Avhich tlicy did, 
I should only remain in compli.ancc with Ids entreaties, but 
AA'onld prefer his acquiescence to my immediate return, AA'hich, 
liaA'Iiig seen all I Avished, I should solicit the day following. 

G. In consequence of tins intimation he acceded im- 
mediately to my request without affecting to press me to 
j-emain, evincing in this last, as iu every preAuous, act the 
utmost attention to my Avishes. 

7. It may not be deemed improper to offer such 
obserA'atious as occurred to me during mj^ late intercourse with 
E,unjeet to tlie notice and consideration of the Right Honfi^le 
the GoAmrnor-Gener.al in Council, iu which I shall endeavour 
to divest my mind from any bias it m.ay have received from 
his great attention and from oft-repeated expressions of 
personal respect, Ruujeet’s ambition is as unljouuded as his 
rapacity, and both incline him to annihilate the power of 
Rutteh Sing, Jodh Sing, and his mother-in-law Sudda Koour, 
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wLo alone lie affects to acknowledg’e as Surclars^ terming all 
other Chiefs in the Punjaub his servants ; and, though^ each 
of these arc as subservient to him as ambition might require, 
his avarice demands more, and as his confidence increases in 
the non-interference of the British Government their fall may 
be expected. The^' are aAvare of his designs, but have not 
sn/iicient dependence on each other to form a league against 
liim, and have no hopes that their union vould have ca 
beneficial result against his formidable battalions and artil- 
Jeiy. His mind seems at present bent on an attempt on 
Cashmere, and it is I think probable that he V’ill rvait a 
year or trvo trying the forbearance of the British Government 
by these distant expeditions before be vill venture to crush 
them entirely. Prom liis conversations, in which he spoke 
with groat candor of his failure on Moolfcan, I Bhould judge 
that he will wait an increase of power and resources before 
he makes another attempt on the fortress, but the Snbadar 
must make him large remittances or expect tlie annual 
devastation of the country. 

S. If Runjeeffs opinions are decisively formed on any 
one sahjeet they are on his utter inability to contend with 
the British arms; but the more firm this belief the more 
he is inclin.'d to doubt the intentions of the British 

Government, whose fovbe.ivance is to him incom^^rchensihle, 
and these doubts are constantly kciit alive by the Dewan 
hlolikum Chund and others, who I am inclined to suspect 
really fed the apprehensions they endeavour to instil. 

9. It is only when coming' from such quarters that Rnn- 
jeet pays the least attention ; for he more than once expressed 
himself as fully aware that there were those who vyished a 
rupture between the two States, and prided himself on his 
own"' su^ierior sagacity and jirudeuce which had rejected their 
advice and opinions. Even the Dcwaii does not seem to hav’e 
a great influence, though he treats his counsel with respect, 
Eiqiposing it well intended. Of this I hoiic I shall he pardoned 
for giving an instance. I received one day an intimation 
th.at he intended to ride on the banks of the Ravec in the 
evening, and a request tliat I would accom^iany him, which 
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I didj aud we together iusjoected the exercise of his Telinga 
Corps and two Sikh liattalions (which he has raised aud is 
now training as he says the Telingas are too apt to desert), 
and after the inspection he invited me into an outwork by 
which he has connected the old Palace with the Jameh 
Musjid, and pointed out to me the works he had made and 
those he intended. I was surprised, on receiving the next 
day^s newspaper, to observe that the Dewan and Gunda 
Sing, Safee, had that very morning remonstrated with him on 
his too great confidence and .seeming attachment to me. He 
first said that I seemed a good kind of man, and spoke 
otherwise favorably, but on their observing that such was our 
way, that we only conciliated favor to deceive, and requesting 
him to he more on his guard, he replied that he had invited 
me to Lahore and must now show me every attention, but if 
they had given their advice before, he would not have asked 
me to come there. 

10. It would have been improper to have taken advan- 
tage of his hospitality to examine the works too minutely, 
aud fill I can say is from a mere glance, that be has built aud 
is building a very thick wall aud rampart under the city with 
a deep and broad ditch, and that the palace is in like maimer 
surrounded by a very deep aud broad ditch, the whole faced 
with brick and the earth thrown inward, so as to form a very 
broad rampart with bastions at intervals at a considerable 
distance from the palace walls and in the nature of a rampart 
or fausse-braye in the forts of Hiudoostan, hut, if I am not 
mistaken, is very much commanded from the city side by 
heaps of old ruins which it will require great labor and 
expense to remove. 

11. I must trust to that indiilg(^uce which I have so 
often experienced from His Lordship in Council if I now 
venture to trespass beyond the limits of my duty and with 
great diffidence suggest an idea formed on no inattentive 
observation of Rimjecfc himself and some trifling- knowledge 
of the policy of the natives in general. At this moment when 
our European enemy has been expelled from every possession 
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rrapo--ol in tlia East, irlien we arc nofc awn.re of a7iy reverse of fortune 

^vUiV'Ranyt ill Europe, and wlien tbci’e is no expectation of any invasion 
siiiiph fa repel p\^siatic dominions from the north-west, I would wish 

foreign in- . 

vabioii. to propose to Eunjeefc the junction of a large Eritish army 

witli bis own troops to rq)el the invaders, with such sub- 
sidiary propositions as His Lordsliip in his wisdom may 
think conducive to the object. It cannot be dilHcult to find 
arguments to prove to Ruujeet that his own interests are 
deeply connected with ours should such an event occur, and 
I feel confident not only of his acrpiiescence, but that such a 
proposition, b^r showing him clearly /loio our interests were 
united, would of itself serve to dispel his suspicions. If he 
joined us cordially we might rely greatly on the country for 
our supplies. The greatest dilEciilty would perhaps he iii 
getting him to relincpiish /jro tempore any places of strength 
in which we could store them •, nor indeed does my informa- 
tion extend to a knowledge of wdiat strongholds he possesses 
which would answer for such a purpose. In my late tour I 
did not see a fort which in my judgment would arrest a 
Erench army three daj’^s, but it could not escape me that 
for mere temporary purposes the Tomb of Jehangeer and its 
enclosure would contain grain and liquors sufilcieut for a 
month'k expenditure of a large arm}’-. 

lil. When, bowevci', I say that I feel confident of 
Kuujeet^s acrpiieseence in any such proposition at the present 
moment, I do not mean to assert that if the necessity occurred 
he would co-operate cordlall}’' or abstain from the usual tem- 
porising policy of the natives iu corresponding with the 
enejny and assuring them of bis good washes, that in case 
of adverse fortune to us he anight have a retreat for hijnself ; 
but I think he would sup^pose his interests to he with ns till 
that adverse fortune occurred, and to be allowed to meet the 
enemy in his country wmuld he a great advantage gained. 

13. If, as I have ventured to suppose, Eunjeet should 
enter into such engagements as His Lordship may deem 
beneficial, one reason with him for so doine: will be the 
distance and impn-obability of such an event occurring ; but 
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i£ it sliould occur it gives us a positive right to enter the 
Punjaul3j and it must depend on his own conduct and his own 
observance of his eng’agements whether w'e treat him as a 
friend or enemy ; and^ thoug-h it would doul)iless be desirable 
to have him and his adherents on our side^ I did not see 
anything' in my late excursion which led me to think they 
would be a very formidable aid to our European enem 3 u 

14). On the 10th instant I had the honor of informing 
the Resident of Dehli of Runieet'’s read}^ acquiescence in jMr. 
hfoorcrofth proposed visit and in the same letter mentioned his 
intention of proceeding with a thousand horse to Hurdwar 
in the month of B^saJcli. Although he did not seem deter- 
mined to carry this intention into effect, I should be g’lad 
to receive the early instructions or the Right Honhjle the 
Governor-General in Council on this subject, and to know 
whether His Lordship would approve nry accompauj'ing him 
should he repeat his invitations to this effect. 

15. I have again to entreat His Lordship^s indulgence for 
the above hurried but w'ell intended observations, and shall 
now come to the mo.st dis.ag’reeahle result of my journey, 
which will 1 j 0 found in the accompanying bill for which I 
have this day drawn on the Resident of Dehli, and can only 
assure His Lordship, whilst I regret the extent of the amount, 
that I did everything in my power to lessen it as much as 
possible. But, though I went only as an indi^'idual and so far 
as he knew unsauetioned by Government, I found I could 
not g’ive less than Rs. 5,000 as a marriage offering when 
the Rajahs Bhaug Sing and Juswunt Sing gave ten thousand 
each and Bhye Lall Sing seven thousand, besides very good 
elephants. 

16. Besides this expense, wdiieh was beyond what I had 
expected in itself, I had also to receive, being our first meet- 
ing, a visit from E-unjeet, who was so unconscionable as to 
burden me with the company of no less than fourteen of his 
Surdars, confidential servants and officers. It is the custom 
on all these occasions to seud dailj'- a sum of mouej^ to every 
guest : for this daily zcafut from mj’’ arrival at, until our 
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retiu'u to, Umritscr after tbe celebration of tbe marriage I 
have given credit, as well as for tbe ai’ticles received by 
my.?elf, but tliey still ileave a heavier balance than I bad any 
idea of when I solicited leave to accept tbe invitation, and 
which I can only say I found absolutely unavoidable. 

En’CLOsunn to 131. 

T//e lIoiAhle Company — Dr. 

Rs. A. P. 

To expenses incurred at tbe celebration 
of tbe marriage of tbe son of Maba 
Rajali Ruujeet Sing . . . 19,877 5 9 

Deduct cash and value of presents re- 
ceived ...... 12.,13G 0 0 

Balance . 7,71-1 5 9 


132 . From Lieufenant-Goloncl D. OcnTrRLONi’, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodcana, to N. B. Fi>.vo?:stoi\"v, Esquire, 
Chief Secretary to Government, — No. 120, dated the 
29th of February 1812. 

SiACE transmitting my dispatch No. 119 it has occurred 
to me that a more particular detail of receipts^ and expendi- 
ture on my late visit to Lahore may be thought necessary 
and proper. I therefore do myself tbe honor of presenting an 
account of partlcnlars for His Lordsblp^s notice, consideration 
and approbation. 

2. I likewise omitted to mention that Rnnjeet Sing 
very earnestly repeated to me bis desire to obtain permission 
to purchase 500 muskets in, and a passport for their unin- 
terrupted conveyance through, the Company's territory. I 
told him what I bad before written, that I did not believe 
such a number were procurable even in Calcutta ; but, as be 
very often introduced this subject and expressed great anxiety, 
I promised to address Government on tbe subject to request 
that my agents' in Calcutta mig’ht be allowed to purchase 
and send me that number on bis account. 

* Kot traceable in the Punjab Records. 
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3. I do not know wtefcker His Lordsbip may tkink tke 
fi’iendskip of Ranjeet so important as to deem it wortky of 
sucli an expense^ but I am coufideut that it would be the most 
acceptable present that could be made biin, and I tbercfore 
take tbe liljerty to mention that bis wants mig'bt be easily 
supplied by airtborising' me to indent on tbe Debli IMagazine ; 
but if this should not be deemed proper and muskets are pur- 
cbasable at tbe Presidency, I have tbe honor to request His 
Lordsbip will be pleased to sanction tbe purchase of that 
number and to grant tbe necessary passports for their passage 
to Loodeana. 

d. In making this request I perhaps show too great a 
desire to comply with the wishes of tbe Chief of Lahore, and 
it may not reflect much credit on my discernment that I 
show much anxiety on this subject; but I must confess that, 
looking forward to possible events, I do attach considerable 
importance to tbe acquirement of bis entire confidence and 
good-will by every means in our power, at tbe same time 
that I believe tbe indulgence requested will rather diminish 
than increase bis means of annoyance should be ever be so 
disposed, as bis resources, tbongb greatly increased, are not 
so abundant as to afford an augmentation of Infantry without 
a considerable reduction of bis Horse. 


133 . From N. B. EDJroysTONE, Esqrdve, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Fort WilUnon, to Lieutenant- Colonel D. 
OenTERLONT, Arjcnf , Governor-General, Lodhiana, — dated 
the 20th of March, 1812. 

I A^i directed to acknowledge tbe receipt of your dispatch 
Ho. 119, dated tbe 27 tb ultimo. ^ 

2. Your report of tbe distinguished marks of atten- 
tion and respect with which you were treated during your 
excursion to tbe Punj.aub and of Rajah Runjeet Sing's 
deportment towards you is highly satisfactory to tbe Right 
Hon'ble tbe Governor- General in Council, as they afford 
unquestionable evidence of tbe R.ajab's solicitude to cultivate 
tbe friendship of tbe British Government, and of tbe complete 

' 131 su^ra. 
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eradication from Iris mind of every sentiment of jealousy 
and suspicion witli reg-ard to the vievs and disposition of 
that Government ; and His Lordship in Council has great 
pleasure in ascribing this desirable condition of our relations 
vith Knnjeet Sing in a material degree to the jn’uclence and 
ability with which yon have discharged the duties of your 
situation at Lodhiana and with which you conducted yourself 
on yoiu' late visit to the Rajah. 


3. Your observations respecting the character^ the views^ 
the powmr and sitnatiou of Runjeet Sing are considered to he 
valuable and importaut, and His Lordship in Council conceives 
that your visit has been productive of material benefit to the 
pnblick interests. 


4. The Governor-General in Council entirely approves 
j'our haHng submitted to his consideration the arrangement 
described in the 11th, 12th and ISth paragraphs of your 
dispatch, and wishes you to understand that he is at all times 
desirous of receiving from the officers of Government an 
unreserved communication of their sentiments on questions 
within the sphere of their observation and experience. His 
Lordship in Council, however, entertains considerable doubts 
of the expediency of conveying to the Rajah the proposition 
which you have suggested. He is disposed to infer from the 
character and disposition of the Rajah that the political 
connection with the State of Lahore is not at present suscep- 
tible of any other improvement than that which arises from 
the progressive confirmation of the Rajah-’s confidence in our 
justice, moderation and friendship, and that it would not be 
prudent to incur the hazard of losing this advantage (which 
Government apprehends might be the effect of any proposition 
for a chang’C in our existing political relations) by prosecuting 
a negotiation of which the Buccess must certainly he considered 
doubtful, and which has reference to very distant and precari- 
ous events ; whilst even the accomplishment of its immediate 
object would not probably secure to us any advantages not 
attainable at a season of exigency, if the interests of the 
Rajah should incline him to afford them, — advantages which 
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ill a contrary case lie would certainlj^ counteract witliout regard 
to the obligation of his antecedent engagements. 

.3. The Kesident at Dehli has reported to Government 
tlie desire of the Eajah to A’isit Hurdwar, and the Kesident 
has been instructed^ in the event of the Kajah^s fuUllling 
that intention^ to manifest towards him every possible demon- 
stration of regard and attention. I am directed to add, 
however, that in the same event His Lordship in Council 
deems it highly advisable that you should accompany tlie 
Eajah, not only with a view to do him honor and to facilitate 
his progress with every degree of convenience, hut also to he a 
channel of communication between the Eajah and any of the 
officers of Government through whose jurisdiction he may have 
occasion to pass, and to prevent or adjust any disputes that may 
occur hetw^een his people and the inhabitants of the country, 

6. The Governor-General in Council considers the ex- 
penses incurred by you on your visit to the Eajah to be as 
moderate as was practicable consistentl}’- with political objects, 
and has directed the charge to be passed. 

134:. From J. MoNOKToy, Fsqnire, Persian Secretary to GoV‘ 
eminent, to Lieutenant-Colonel D. OciiTEULoyr, Aycnt, 
Govcrnor-Ocneral, Lodhiana, — •dated the 15th of April 
IS 12. 

Havixu submitted to Government the application of the 
Ptajah of Lahore for permission to purchase 500 muskets, com- 
municated in your private letter to my address of the 27th of 
Lecember last, and also a similar application conveyed through 
the Eajah^s Envoy, Eaba Mihr Buksh, I am directed to 
inform you that, as the exportation of arms is prohibited by 
the Eegulatlons of Government, the Eight Honorable the 
Governor-General in Council prefers supplying the arms from 
the public stores to granting permission, for the purchase of 
them in the market of Calcutta, and that orders have accord- 
ingly been issued to the Commissary at Agra to furnish from 
the Arsenal of that place 500 muskets, complete with bayonets 
and ramrods, the expense of which, amounting to Sicca 
rupees 11,500, is to be charged to Eajah Eunjeet Sing. 
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S. You will be pleased to communicate with the Com- 
missaiy of Stores at Agra on the subject of the safest and 
most expeditious mode of trausporting the arms to Lodhianaj 
whence they may be conveyed to Lahore under charge of Baha 
hlihr Bukshj who left the Presidency on the 3rd instant on 
his retui'n to that capital. 
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135. Fro7)i Lieiitaiant- Colonel D. OenmnLOM', Agent, Gov- 
ernor'- General, Loodeana, to N. R. EDoroysroyL, 
Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, Political De- 
qrarfment, — No. 12S, dated Gamjo Putfeealah, tic 8th of 
May 2812. 

Leaving Loodeana strongly impressed with an oj^iuion of 
the tractability of Rajah Saheb Singes disposition and of his 
sincerity in the ueg-otiations with the Ranee, I supposed I 
should only have to inspire him with confidence, and to 
counteract the designs of a selfish partj^ that it was not at all 
necessary to lessen the influence and authority of the Rajah, 
but only to render it of use and benefit by giving him 
ministers who, having an interest in the prosperity of his 
country, would have only to point out to him the advantages 
to be derived from any new regulation to ensure his con- 
currence and support. 

3. These opinions were founded on the experience of the 
past administration of the Ranee, who, abstaining from all 
interference in matters where she knew him to be uncontroul- 
able, such as his elephants and private expenses, had contrived 
to introduce greater order in the country at large, and had 
been particularly successful in the Revenual Lej^artment. 

3. By throwing money into his treasury she seemed to 
have excited a desire to economize, and whilst I trusted to 
time and her influence to improve these sentiments, I came 
forward boldly with propositions which, so far from limiting 
the authority of the Rajah, gave him more than I hope he 
would ever exercise, and more than he had ever seemed to 
desire. 

4. It wa.s consequently long before I even suspected 
that the opposition I met sprang from any other source than 
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the suggestions of an interested faction or from absurd 
apprehensions of attempts upon his life. I knew the latter to 
be groundless^ unjust and preposterous^ whether applied to the 
Ranee'’ s party or the other; but unprejwed for cunning or 
falsehood in him^ I listened to them with credality and 
commiseration, and gave him every possible assirranee of his 
safety and security. It is only lately I have had reason to 
suspect that these fears were mere pretexts for evasion and 
delay ; that the nogociations carrying' on with the Ranee were 
never for the purpose of her reinstatement in the manage- 
ment ; that, if they went further than a desire to effect a real 
reconciliation and secure an oblivion of injury, it was to lull 
her into confidence and seenrity in order to place lier, tbe 
h'lisser and Moonshy Kishen Chrrnd in restraint, if not to be 
carried to greater and more atrocious con.secpieuoos. 

5. The latt'-'r part has been biiited as a suspicion, but a 
party from whom the iiisinuatiou is received is not entitled to 
credit, and the only corroboration they offer in support of it 
is tbo circumstance of Rajali Bliang Sing’s being' reguosted 
to effect the Ranee’s return without the intervention of Sody 
Soorjun Sing, and this request I have reason to believe was 
never made ; it is denied by Bhang Sing, and, beside the 
impossibility of his calling on me for such a purpose, it is 
certain that all the Riijah'’s neg’cK'iations before my arrival were 
in concert with the Sody, and I only mention it to shew the 
depravity of the people I have to deal with and what falsehoods 
they will be guilty of at tlic moineut that they will suffer the 
more ju'obable fact to escape them in saying that the Ranee 
was to he recalled and reconciled for tbe purpose of occasionally 
holding out her reinstatement ierrorem. There appears to 
he more truth in the assertion that Sahel) Sing- never seriously 
intended the restoration of the Ranee to power. During the 
first part of her administration lie was pleased with its good 
effects, and he was gi'atified by the extraordinary circumstance 
of Laving money at command, instead of anticipating his 
revenue on every occasion by iunlJias on bis villages ; but the 
insidious praises bestowed on her management by those who 
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uiideretoocl liis clisposition soon effected their pnrpose and 
excited the jealousy which caused her dismissal^ which prcA'ails 
in all its force at the present moment^ and which has hecn 
Btrcng'thened and confirmed by the object of my mission. 

G. It is this jealousy as a predominant passion^ operating' 
on a weak or rather an insane mind^ which opposes me at every 
stepj andj though tliose principals who first excited the flame 
are withdrawn (if they are truly ivithdrawn or even neutral) 
it is easy to find fuel to keep it alive_, and even my own 
exertions must have that tendency in proportion as their object 
is to promote the welfare of his countiy or his individual 
advantage through the superintendency of the Eanee. 

7. To this perverse passion may be attributed the secret 
and positive orders to Goordca.1 to throw every possible obstacle 
in the way of investigation, to bring forward comjdaints of 
oppressive demands 5 to this may he ascribed his having 
given assignments to a greater amount than last assessment, 
to prevent the sums reaching the treasury and thereby coming 
to my knowledge ; and to this is owing the more effectual 
measure of discontinuing the Iculcltcrr!/ and tlie transaction of 
business. The two last measures demanded immediate atten- 
tion, and in the evening of yesterday I sent him the letter of 
which No. 1 is a translation/ and w'hieh about 7 okloek 
produced a visit. 

S. I received him with the greatest coolness, and v,'hcn 
lie began to talk as usual of his obedience and anxiety to carry 
into effect the wishes of the British Government I told him 
that I was no longer to he deceived by words ; that, unprepared 
for so much artifice and cunning in him, I had hitherto been 
too credulous, but I was now fully aecpiainted with his con- 
duct, his intentions and his motives ; and I rccpicsted he w'ould 
never talk to mo again on thi.s .subject, as it was my intention 
that all business should he done in writing and transmitted to 
the Sadder, who would judge of his conduct and mine. He 
again nssvired me everything should he done, requested my 
hand, and declared I was iiis best friend ( AlooniOLecJ . I 
^ Xfit traccahli’ in (lie Piinj ili J’ocoi d'^. 
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tlecluied to give him my hand^ and told him I was only the 
friend of those who obeyed the orders of Government. If 
(he said) I comply with the orders, will yonr kindness return ? 
I answered that when I had no just cause of complaint per- 
haps it might, but it -would not he very easy now to efface 
the sentiments he had excited, which were totally changed 
from what they had been -when I supposed him really influ- 
enced by bad men and foolish apprehensions ; that ho had 
phryed his part ver}^ w’-ell, and deceived mo long, but it could 
not be done again j and I told him he might suppose his object 
very secret, but I knew of his orders to Goordeal to obstruct 
all business [roitla I'tirna), the pretended flight of Goojar 
Sing, which w'as only with hi.s permission and license to 
make collections from his own country, and in short of every- 
thing that he wished to keep from me ; and I could now only 
tell him that I required a written reply to my letter, and 
that I was determined not to leave Putteoalah till I saw a 
sure prospect of the future good government of his country. 

9. To effect this, however, and in any degree to cleanse 
this Augean Stable ^vill lie, I fear, impracticable without a 
certain authoritative interfeveiice in internal details, which I 
bad never contemplated whilst unacrp-iaiuted with the motive.? 
of his conduct, and whilst I supposed it only necessary to 
eject had men from his councils and place able and upright 
men about him, who need only shew him advantages to 
secure his concurrence aud receive his support, at least so far 
as to issue his pnru'unas for the purjiose rerpiirod. This 
hope no longer exists, and in its room I have only the 
lamoutable certainty of his encouraging and rejoicing' in every 
circumstance which thwarts the Ranee iu her attempts at 
improvement, thongh ruinous to himself. Permit mo here to 
pause and ask His Lordship iu Council what I can do with a 
man who has actually ordered two Corps of Boys to be 
maintained at an expense of a rupee a day, to be clothed iu 
broadcloth, who 'solectecl two parties of these boys and ordered 
their little guns to he actually loaded with pieces of lead aud 
iron, and to confront and fire on each other as representations 
of a British Army "and Runjeet’s, aud will His Lordship 
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Lelieve tliat -vras reall}’' done, and two oF the hoys so mnch 
wounded as to 1)G oarried o£F the field of action ? 

10. To me, on tlie spot, it appeared so incredible that I 
positively refused my belief, and I now write it on the most 
positive conviction of the fact. 

11. It lias been pirovcd to me that he gav'e ten rupees 
to one who was wounded in the tbigli and five to one wdio was 
shot throug'b the calf of the log-, and that this madman, 
always apprebensivo of dang-er to himself, looked on fi'om an 
npi'ier window whilst tliese children were to Initcher each other 
in jday. 

12. As I cannot expect the Bight Honorable the Gover- 
nor-General will condescend to bestow his attention on all the 
extravagancies of this man as detailed in the extracts I have the 
honor to transmit, I lieg leave to copy into tlie body of this 
letter the following detail of what occurred after leaving me 
last night, to .shew how far he attends to advice, and in what 
manner he proposes to deceive me even in follies which I 
phoulcl never have noticed to His Lordship hut for their 
uufortuiiate consecpicnecs ; — • 

“ Leaving the Colonel, he went to Burkut Ali Kdiaif s 
house, spoke to him of the iuterview he had with him, and of 
his seeming great displeasure, expressed himself desirous of 
acting in conformity to liis wishes, and complained of the 
continual instigations of others. Afterwards went to Khalifa 
Golam BussooBs house, who recommended him to conduct 
himself iwoperly and to leave off his childish amusements, as 
his follies were told to all quarters, and the Colonel was at 
his door, and would hear of them, and it w-as particularly 
absurd to keep such a number of hoys as sepaJNcs. He prom- 
ised to conduct himself with more caution and abide by 
his advice, and this morning told tlie hoys not to come bo 
often, hut to keep their clothes, and when the Colonel went 
away the}' should come as usual. 

13. The translation No. 2^ is the BajaNs reply to my 
letter, just received, and I have intimated my assent to wait 
’ Kot traceable in the Punjab Eecor.ls. 
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the time required^ at the expiration of ndiich^ if I am again 
deceived) I propose to call on the Ranee to nomiuato the 
necessary aumla and to conduct the business with or without 
the concurrence of the Rajah. 

136. To N. B, Ed:]iokstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Government, Rolitical Eepartnicnt, — doiii-oljlcial dated 
19th May 1812. 

Deah SiK) 

From the da}^ of the receipt of my letter the Rajah 
appeared to be seriousl}'' inclined to attend to many parts 
of it ; had recommenced or suffered the business of the 
Jeui cherry to recommence ; had expressed his satisfaction at 
some additional advances admitted by zemeendars and given 
his consent to the reduction of about three hundred foot 
soldiers in different garrisons. Yesterday whilst they were 
conducting business I received intimation that he had 
introduced about a hundred armed men into the Jciticlicrr)/, 
and as the circumstance was cpiite unusual and each party 
are suspicious of the other they seemed inclined to discontinue 
and asked my opinion. I sent them word that as it was 
impossilde to account for the strange suspicions that entered 
the wild imagination of the Rajah, it would he best to dis- 
regard the circumstance altogether and proceed as if nothing 
unusual had happened till the usual hour of breaking up. 
In the evening as I was going to dinner in my palanquin, 
from an old garden house or hnrrak (lurrj/ which I occupy, to 
the Rajah^s, which is inhabited by my son and daughter and 
wdiere the officers wdth me eat their meals, I was attacked by 
a fellow, who stepping up briskly to the palanquin put his 
matchlock into the door of the palanquin. I immediately 
seized it and threw the muzzle towards the opposite door and 
jumping out wrenched it out of his hand, or rather I believe 
he quitted it himself to draw his sword, which I seized 
luckily so close to the hilt that he had not power to use it 
before the cliohclars and liurJcarraJis, who were some little 
distance in front, had come to my assistance and with some 
difficulty and struggle at last made him leave the sword in 
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my hand. The fingers of my left hand in nduch I held the 
Bword are considerably cnt_, hut I have received no other 
injury. The rascal n'as pinioned and conveyed to the trro 
companies^ who had got under arms on an alarm from some 
of my liurJcarraJis, and proved to be a young man of aboitt 
twenty, hut so intoxicated that it was impossible to gain any 
information. Rajah Saheh Sing paid me a visit in the greatest 
agitation the instant he received the intelligence and seemed 
to receive my assurances that I acquitted him of all concern 
in the business with great joy. I am now of the same 
opinion, Ifut there is certainly a degree of mystery hanging 
over it. Through never having injured any one, I am totally 
at a loss where to direct my suspicions. The man is an 
inhahitant of the hlunja Doah ; is not he says in any 
service, was not em 2 )loyed by any one, came about five clays 
since from Nauheh and can only account for his attempt by 
saying it was his fate. He creates suspicion, however, by 
refusing to give any account where he lias resided or fed since 
he arrrived here. Yet, had my assassination been in the 
coutemjilation of any one, could it have been iirodiictivc of 
any possible benefit to any one, it might have been effected 
any day and every day since my arrival as my cliohdars and 
/nirl'arra/is, all unarmed, are my only retinue and the half 
of them are very seldom (and were not last night) in 
attendance. 

I do not know whether to apologize for troubling you at 
all wnth this incident or forgiving it in an nnofiicial form, 
as I certainly do not believe the Rajah to have the slightest 
jiarticipation in it. There are only two peojile, Male Kaim 
Koonr and Soojen Sing, who I think capable of such au 
atrocious act, and as I cannot see what good they could 
2 )Ossibly ^ii’omlse themselves from my death, I very much 
incline to think they are innocent, and I should have no doubt 
on the sidjjeet if the man had related one story, hut he first 
accused the Rauee^s confidential servant, Misser USToudah, and 
again said it was his own act meditated for three days ; then 
that it wms the thought of the instant and directed by fate. 
That it was not the suggestion of the moment is evident from 
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liis liaviug liis match ready lighted and from his being 
on the road where I constantly pass every evening' to and 
from dinner. 

I have only to reguest^ if any apology is necessary for 
seeming- to give importance to this occurrence, that you will 
consider one of my objects is to acrjuit this unfortunate 
madman of any share in it, and believe me, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours very obediently, 

D. OCHTERLONY, 
Jqent, Governor- General. 

31ai/ 10 Ui, 1S12. 

137 . From Licutenant-Golonel E. OcuTERLOxr, Agent, Governor- 

General, Loodeana, to G. T. Metc.ilve, Esquire, Resident 
at Eelbli, — dated Gamp Patiala, the Path- of May 1812. 

Go'vceiixjibnt on the opiniou of the Judge Advocate- 
General having recently determined that the inhabitants of 
this country cannot legally be punished for the crime of high- 
way robbery, or in fact for any crime, by the sentence of a 
General Court hlurtial, I ham been induced to send the 
assassin who attempted my life to the Officer Commanding at 
Kurnaul, -with a request “ that he may he forwarded under a 
proper guard to the Resident of Delhi,'’'’ in the hope that, if 
the Right Hon'’ble the Governor-General does not conceive 
him amenable to your jurisdictiou, His Lordship may deem it 
proper in this particular ease to issue such orders as in his 
wisdom may appear most likely to prevent his repetition of 
a similar crime. 

138 . From Lieutenant -Colonel E. Ocuterlont, Agent, Gover- 

nor-General, Loodeana, to N. E. FnawNSTOyE, Enquire, 
Chief Secretary to Government, Folifical Eepartment , — . 
Fo. 130, dated the 31st of May 1812. 

In my private letter of the instant I had the 

honor to mention that, for two days preceding. Rajah Saheb 
Sing bad shewn a serious disposition to carry into effect all 
the arrangements pi-oposed in my letter, and had acknowledged 
repeatedly their utility' and necessity. 


Attempt ou 
tlie life of 
Colonel 
Oeliterlony at 
Patiala. 


Ti'ial of tliG 
as.-as;iii ivlio 
attempted the 
life of Colo- 
nel Ochtor- 
lony. 


Pepoi’ton the 
state of affairs 
at Patiala. 



296 


Picport on the 
state of affairs 
at Patiala. 


ZUDEIANA AGENCY EEGORDS, lSl2-l-i. [ Cuap. 

2.. He bad even g-one so far as to express bis concern and 
surprise that be sbould have protracted a settlement tvbicb in 
every point was obviously for bis own advantage. He bad; 
however, scarcely expressed this sentiment and sanctioned 
the strildng of£ of 300 men nominallij in garrisons before it 
was insidiously suggested to him that this reduction was only 
to make room for an equal number of the rLanee^’s and to give 
them possession of the places. 

3. It was in vain that it was stated to him that this 
measure was only intended to .strike off men from pay who 
were useless and iu most cases did not exist ; that so far from 
rvisbing to replace them liy others, the lu'incipal object was to 
dismantle the places entirely as useless and unnece.s.sary in the 
present state of the country. 

4'. He was deaf to reason, and countennauded the orders 
be bad given, and Bbye Lall Sing and Eajab Bhang Sing 
called on me on the ibitb to say that, until those low wretches 
■were removed or piuiisbed, any attempt at reform was impos- 
sible. AYbilst I was discussing this point with them, and 
shewing’ bo^v inefficacious such proceedings must be, as there 
would always start up sofue equally low wretches to supjdy 
their place aud instil suspicion into such a mind as the 
llajab^s, bis approach was annoiineed, and before I could give 
directions to .say I was not at leisure to receive bis visit, or 
recover from the vexation which this discussion and bis 
couduct bad occasioned, be entered the room. 

5, I received him with great coolness, and on bis asking 
me in the manner of the country after my healtli, i.e., whether 
I was razee or content, I bluntly told him no ; aud on bis 
asking why, I said be could uot possibly be at a lo.ss to 
know why, if be Avas capable of reflecting on bis OAvn conduct, 

G. He began wdtb the usual string of words which be 
repeats by rote without seeming to attach any meaning, and 
I interrupted him by saying that I was tired of bearing them ; 
that my patience and forbearance and ibe dc.'rire to effect bis 
liericbt through himself bad already exposed my life to daugcr. 
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aud I must plainly tell him thd^ knowledge I had acquired 
iu six weeks had only couviiif'®*'^ that he was incapahle 
and unworthy of possessing' power or authority ; that 

before he had gone a hundred from the room in which 

\ve satj the sugg'estions of a’ chobdciT or an aiTach seller 
w'ould overturn all his resolutid^^® make him violate every 
promise that he made. He soled^^^^l’^ declared his determination 
to do everything I had pointer^ expressed his conviction 
of their utility and of my good intentions^ and reqriested Bhye 
Lall Sing and Eajah Bhang Sing would instantly proceed 
with him to the fort and not him, hut assist him iu 

carrying them into effect. 

7. He only hego'ed to ho assured that my displeasure 
wmuld cease when the work wd® completed. I told him that 
it would, and that all I had his own 

advantage. 

■ 8. They all left me at ‘^^'sired my 

Head jMooushy might accompd^^l" them. For two days they 
attended, and he uot only many reductions of 

subsistence irbicb wcis receiver \arious heads by the 

same persons, but poiuted out them which had not 

even his sanction or authority, ex])ie3sed liis displeasure at 
the Dewaii for ever paying such ^^niicemsed eharg'es. 

9. But on the third day, ^ had been made out 

under his own directions, wdiiclh without depriving a single 
individual of a certain mainte‘^''^ii'^'^ "'^^tled system, 

had effected a reduction of lift/ tliou,«and rupees annually, he 
refused to sign or sanction it, hloonshy that he 

now saw the drift of their proceeding was only to 

annihilate his authority ; that tP® reduction in the subsistence 
was to deprive him of his best fF^nds, the reduction of sepoys 
only to replace them by their ou^^'^ Roi^iHas 

disaffected to him, and to brid? 5 

and he gave orders for au additiP^’^^ 

passage to an upper room, where desired not to be interrupt- 
ed by any one, and that Bhfe ^all Sing should not he 
admitted into the fort. These proceedings were immediately 

88 


Report on tlie 
state of affairs 
at Patiala. 



298 LUimiJKA AOEKGY TiEGOI^DS, JSlS-14. [ CuAr. 


Ilcport on the 
state of affairs 
nt Patiala. 


comniiniicated to me^ and I received cither tliat day or the 
i'ollo'wing' morning' tlte joint letter from Bbye Lall Sing and 
Bluing' Sing', of Avhicli No. 1^ is a translation. 

10. ITitherto the poison had been so artfully and secretly 
infused that it was ahvays doubtful wbetlier the Itajah^s 
unjustifiable and a.bsurd suspicions Avere the suggestions of 
others or of his own rvild and disordered imagination, hut they 
Avere here traced to the lowest meniads about his person and the 
most contemptilile of the inhabitants of Putt.eealah, and their 
influence was proved to be superior to mine, united Avith Rajah 
Bhang Sing, whom he had detained, and Bhye Ball Sing, 
whom he had called to give him their advice and assistance. 

11. I had perhaps carried forbearance to Aveakness, and 
my patience w'as misconceived to be timidity. It was I con- 
fess even liable to that interpretation, hut I had till now never 
relinquished the hope of inducing him by entreaty, advice, and 
occasional expressions of displeasure to become the ostensible 
insinunent of the projected arrangements, and I wished it 
to he most clear and obvious throughout tlie country that 
the Paramount authority of the British Government had 
not been exercised without an absolute and imperious 
necessity. 

12. That time in my Immlde judgment wa.s noAV arrived, 
and I wrote off to Colonel Reade to direct three companies and 
two battalion gnus to join me by easy marches, and on the 
day following addressed to General Marshall the letter of 
Avhich No. 2 is a copyR and by the same dawk requested the 
Officer Commanding' at Kurnaul to send me a battalion Ai'ith 
its gnus and tAvo IS-ponnders. 

13. On the arriAml of this force I propose to issue tlie 
Proclamation in substance similar to No. -3 of this dispatch, 
hut perhaps modified by the circumstances and appearances of 
the moment, and I should hope, and at thi.s moment believe, 
that it Avill at once leaA'e the Rajah Avith so fcAV troo 2 )s that he 
Avill not think of opposition. 


’ Not ir.Acealik’ in tlic Piuii-ab Eecords. 
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li. Slioiildj however, the event prove confcraiy to my 
expectations, I most humbly in’esurae to ho])e that His Lord- 
ship in Council will honor my conduct with a 2 ‘)probation, and, 
making every allowance for the strange and novel situation 
in which I have been placed, will be 2 )leased to allow that 
at least I have not been deficient in forbearance, and that 
if I have erred it has only ^^roceeded from a defect of judg- 
ment, and a perhaps too anxious desire to shew the British 
Government as mild, as ^Jowei’ful, and unwilling to exert their 
just 231’erogative until representation, ^^ei’suasion and argu- 
ment had failed of their ^^roper effect. 

15. Whilst the Bajah entertains, or affects to entertain, 
the most absurd and unjust aiiprehcnsions for his own security, 
the multijilication of guards and introduction of armed men, 
particularly of Bohillas and Akalies, into the fort excite real 
and perhaps well-founded alarm to the Kanee. 

10, Since the attempt mentioned in my private letter 
of the 19th, she has been in constant terror, and asserts that 
the guarantee of the Sody and all the promises of the Rajah 
cannot alter her ap 2 )reheusions of peo^de who are capable of 
instigating attempts of such an atrocious nature on a British 
officer, who had uniformly studied the interests of the Rajah, 
and, so far from showing a partiality to her, had acceded to 
terms more unfavorable to her tlian she would have obtained 
through the medium of their own tribe and brethren. 

17. I cannot easily bring myself to believe that the 
Rajah actually meditates any de.sign against her, or that he 
has any other object than to gmard against the machinations 
\vhich these villains have led him to susjrecb, but at the same 
time it must Ije admitted that she has much cause of alarm, 
and that there is no foreseeing the result of the suspicions they 
have instilled. 

18. I have in consequence recommended her to desire 
tlie Sody, who is her only safeguard at present, to represent 
to the R.ajah that, as he has not fulfilled one jot of his 
prmnise.s to me, it is l:)etter she should return to Sunnour, 
where her securily in her own fort will be certain, and 
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the apprehensions he entertains of a helpless and unguarded 
Avoinan Avill cease; or, if he should make ohjections to this 
arraugement, to form such an interest trith the troops the 
Eajah has introduced that in case of his giving an}^ improper 
orders respecting her they may at once refuse to carry them 
into effect and prove her security instead of her annoyance. 

19. The Kajah wrote me yesterday (the 30th), request- 
ing to pay me a visit, and stating that he had something 
particular to say, and I replied that I had before told him 
I declined all conversation on business, and requested him to 
make any communications he wished in writing. He has 
.again addressed me this day, .and desired me to send my 
Moonshj’-, to which I have replied that the same objection 
exists to all kinds of verbal intercourse through .any channel, 
and whatever he had to say must he committed to paper. 

20. The measm-es I liave now adopted will, I liope, secure 
the object by their formidable appe.arance, and I trust without 
anything more than their appoar.ance, and, though I am not 
sorry for having del.ayed them so long, I am most conscien- 
tiously of opinion that they are the only ones calculated to 
give permanency to the proposed reform ; and in this opinion 
I am supported by Rajah Bhaug Sing and Bhye Ball Sing, 
Avbo are better .acquainted with w'h.at is going on and assure me 
th.at, if the Rajah had carried on the appe.arance of acceding 
to eveiythiug himself, they firmly believe that if they had 
not been overturned before I reached Loocleau.a they would 
not have lasted long after it, and th.at the E.ajah in his 
conduct tow.arcls me has only acted as he has inv.ariably done 
on eveiy occasion when any attempt h.as been made to settle 
his aff.aivs, always pertinaciously adhering' to the advice of 
those who sought on!}’' their own advantage in preference to 
th.at of others who wished only to secure his own interests. 

21. In addition to the effect which I trust my for- 
bearance will have produced on the country at large, I feel a 
degree of satisfaction in having removed from my own mind 
every doubt resi)ecting the Rajah^s utter incapacity .and 
insanity, which had been at times shaken by the reports of my 
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agents and even by my own observations, as I could not 
possibly reconcile tbe seeming* knowledge of right to tlie 
constant practice of wu’ong, and wbat I ought perhaps to 
have considered the most positive proof of real insanity I 
erroneously supposed to be a ray of reason. 

22. I should have mentioned, but it did not occur to me 
wdien writing the first part of this dispatch, that the visit of 
Rajah Bhaug Sing and Bhye Lall Sing on the 21th was by 
my own appointment, and in conseqirence of their letters of 
which Nos. -1 and 5 are translations.' 

23. Major Gascoigne with the three companies and guns 
from LoodeaTia will arrive to-morrow, and I have received a 
letter from Major Morrell, Commanding the Detachment from 
Kuruaul, mentioning that he shall arrive on the 5th instant. 


139. From Li enfcnani- Colonel D. Ocuterlont, Agent, Governor- 
General, Loodeann, to N. B. Eemonstone, Esquire, 
Chief Secretary to Government, Political Depart- 
ment, — No, 133, dated Loodcana, the 19th of June ISIS. 

In my dispatch No. 132, under date the 7th instant, I had 
the honor to detail all the proceedings at Putteealah up to 
that date, and to mention that experience had taught me not 
to place any confidence in the promises of Rajah Saheb Sing 
until they were actually performed. It soon appeared that 
his orders to the Killadars were parti}* deceptions, as a most 
positive refusal was given to the Killadar oi one of his strong- 
est forts (Dhoda) to admit the troops of the Ranee Aus Koour. 

2. M^hilst there was the least hoiio that the Rajah 
could be induced to adhere to his engagements contained in the 
five articles signed on the 15th April, or the slightest 
expectation could be entertained that the Ranee would by 
degrees attain her former influence, she had most willingly 
acceded to relinquish all authority over the forts, and I had 
with her consent conceded this point to the Rajah ; but when 
he himself had violated every article which he had stipulated 
on his own part, and had from the first moment to the last 
* Not traceable in the Punjab Records. 
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made the Avorst possible use oE the degree of authority I had 
voluntarily offered^ it became essential to the Eance, if vested 
v'ith the BU^Jorintendenejg to have the entire coutroul of all 
appointments, civil and military. 

3. It Avas put he 3 ’ond a doubt that, whatever might have 
been his original inclinations to place her in power, he 
possessed them no longer, and, so far from feeling such a desire, 
indulged a strong and raucourous enmity, AA'hich knowingly 
(so far as his intellect admitted of knowledge), decidedU" and 
declaredly preferred the ruin of the Raj and the enormous 
peculations of all his servants to a.nj’- interference on her part. 

4. So soon as I aams informed of the refusal of the 
Xtllaclnr of Dhoda to admit the Ranee'’s troops, I wrote to the 
Rajah requesting he Avould give peremptory orders for its 
delivery, and stating to him the intention of sending British 
troops to enforce it if it was not given up, and at the same 
time informing him that till the fort aa'us in the R.anoe’s 
possession it would place me under a necessity of imposing a 
greater degree of personal restraint on him than had ever been 
in my contemplation or my Avish ; independent of this, that 
the march of a British detachment would subject him to the 
loss of his property, which I heard Avas considerable, and 
AAdiich it could not be in my poAver to saAO, if taken by storm. 

5. He most solomnty declared that the Killadar Avas 
acting in direct contradiction to his orders, and desired I wonld 
defer the march of a detachment till he could repeat his orders, 
and pretended to send off people for that purpose, who returned 
still AA'ith a peremptory refusal from the Killadar, and it Avas 
imagined the Rajah had gi\mn private instructions not to 
deliver up the fort but to a particular person AAuth a S'pecial 
token. It was even thought this had been discoAmred, and 
the particular person and the special token Avere sent by the 
Rajah AAuthout effect. Rinding eA’ery measure Avithout success, 

I at last most reluctantlj' found niA'self under a necessity of 
sending Major Morrell Avith the 1st Battalion Mth, t\\m 
IS-pounders, and four sixes, Avith the Grenadier and Light 
companies of the gnd Battalion, I3th, avIiosc instructions Avili 
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be seen in llie docuiwejits trnnsmiUed wilb ibis clispatcli^ ; and 
I had reason to hope that the iirst daj^s march \rou]d induce 
the man to deliver over the fort to the Ranee, if there “was the 
least truth in the declarations of the Rajah, who still pei’sisted 
in the most solemn declarations that the Killaclnr was actino’ 
in disobedience of his orders. The detachment, however, 
proceeded to Dhoda, and Major Morrell snmmoned the 
KiUadar, but received only evasive answers, which compelled 
him to eoinstruct an 18-pounder Rattciy, which, having played 
near an hour, induced the man to admit the Killadar appointed 
by the Ranee, and not a rupec^s worth of pi'operty was lost by 
the Rajah, nor was anj’ d.amage sustained but what was 
done by the .Battery to the walls, wliieh was indeed very 
considerable and sufficient to convince the people within that 
another hour would open a road for an assault. 

G. The Killadar came to me at Putteealali immediately 
alter the surrender, and his answers to my encpiiries were 
that he had been sent off on the 4th of Jrrue with the most 
peremptor^^ orders not on any account to give up the fort to the 
Ranen’s people, whatever instructions he might snhsecprently 
receive from the Rajah himself, and that he afterwards received 
a message by a woman, who brought a ruby ring as the token 
of her being sent ly the Rajah re.?pectiug his original orders, 
oil no account to deliver the fort to Ranee Aus Koonr^s people 
till the last extremitj^ ; that if he did not receive supplies of 
cash he was at liberty to dispose of the property in the fort, 
and should he find himself at length compelled to give up to 
the Ranee he was particular! 3 ^ ordered to burn or destroy the 
whole Tosh uric FJmna. At the same time she mentioned that 
she was ordered to tell him that it was said British troops 
would march against the place, Imt it was oii]}^ to frighten 
him, and he was not even then to give up the place till he 
wms perfectl 3 '' convinced that they were serious. The whole of 
these orders and the anticipation of the demand of all the forts 
render it perfectlj^ clear that thej' were far beyond the Rajah'’s 
intellects, and, though the}^ do not admit of proof, can only lie 
imputed to the Ranee Purtap Koour, her brother Dull Sing, 

’ Not ti'aceahje in the Punjab Becords, 
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Googiv Sing and tbe low wretches Avhom she had enlisted in 
her party, and who nnhappily have always possessed an 
nnhounded influence over the weak and insane mind of Saheb 
Sing. 

7. The officer who went into the fort with our sepoys till 
the Ranee^B Killadar and people could arrive delivered over 
the place exactl}^ as they found it, and even the toys, wooden 
and earthen, consisting of elephants, tigers, male and female 
figures, &c., with which the Eajah was accustomed to amuse 
himself, remained unmolested. 

8. Expecting tlie early surrender of the place, I had 
directed Major IMorrell to proceed immediately on his return 
to Kurnaul with tlie detacliuient from that place, and the two 
companies of the 13th to join me at Allowal on our progress 
to this post, and before my departure wrote to Eajah Saheh 
Sing informing him that the lands of Churakoian had been 
bestowed on his son, and to the Eauee recommending her 
particular attention to the duties of the trust, which had been 
reposed in her, and to the comfort of the Eajah, and gave her 
in English and Persian a declaration of exemption from all 
peisltJiush and nuzerana, and to all the officers, civil and 
militarYj n precept purporting that the Eanee would protect, 
support and continue them in their respective jageers and 
offices, if they did not forfeit them hy disobedience or mis- 
behaviour. 

9. I left Putteealali on the loth and arrived here this 
morning, and it is with great satisfaction that I can assure 
His Lordship in Council that the arrangements which have 
been made of tbe affairs of Eajah Saheb Sing are such as meet 
with general approbation on this side the Sntleclge, and what 
the several Siirdars say ought to have been, and would have 
been, made long since had there been any one sufficiently 
powerful and disinterested to have carried it into execution ; 
and the Chiefs more particularly connected with the Eajah 
have assured me repeatedly that they are the only ones which 
would have been effectual, as had the Eajah'’s advisers only 
suffered him to act on my original proposals so long as to 
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induce my earlier return to this place, he ■u’ould ultimately 
have compelled the steps, or most probably have been insti- 
gated to do something v.’hich would have involved many 
in danger, if not have cost them their live,s. 


10. As time has increased my knowledge of Eajah Saheb 
Singes character, his insanity has Ijeen more and more con- 
firmed, and his disposition has appeared Averse, and, though I 
cannot absolutely accuse him, I do not feel so confident of 
m}^ right to acrpiit him of all kuoAvledge of the atrocious 
attempt at assassination as Avhen I had the honor to address 
you priAmtely on the 19th ultimo. If he was not informed of 
it, I noAv think that it Av.as only because his insanity might 
have di.scovcred it, .and not from any itlea he AA'Ould haA'e Avith- 
held his consent to the jnurdor if it had been suggested as a 
means of freeing him from the proposed snperintendency of 
the Eauee and the consegnent reforms, to which he all along 
evinced the most decided aA'ersion, while ho strongly confessed 
its advantages ; and it often seemed to appear that, if the Kaj 
could have beeiA left in the same ruinous state and his people 
permitted to plunder ad libifitni, he did not so mAAcli regard 
Avho was Superintendent as dislike all and every salutary 
regulation. 

11. The translation of the acoompanyiug papers dAudug 
a march has occasioned a greater delay than I appreheiuhxl 
or could have Avi.shed, hut, as they were nceessarj- to elucidate 
my proceedings, I hope I shall be excused. 


140 . From N. D. FuMOysrox!’, Fsquirc, Chief Serrefary In 
Govcrnmeiii, Fort William, to Lieutcnajil-Colonel D. 
OciiTERLoyy, Aijcnt, Governor-Ucneral , Lodhiama , — ■ 
dated the Ith of July 1S12. 

Youu dispatches of the dates and numliers noted in the 

margin, relative to the -affairs of 
Piittccealali, have been received 
in regular succession and have 
been perused liy the Right 
Honorable the Govcziior-Genoral 
in Council with a pecuhlir degree of interest and attention. 

’ 130 supra. 
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Fiu’Uiev re- 
port on the 
state of affair 
at Patiala. 


Orders of tlie 
Governor- 
General in 
Council oil 
affairs a‘i, 
Patiala, 



Orders of the 
Govf rnoT- 
Goiieral in 
Council ou 
afTnirs at 

rntiab. 


30G ACEKCY EECOIiDS, 1812-U. [ Ciixf. 

2. Such has been tlic inlrieac}', micGrtaility and fluctua- 
tion of events and transactions in that qitarter tliat no 
essential purpose could Lave been promoted by a communi- 
cation of the sentiments and instructions of Government 
founded on ain' of the stages of your measures and proceedings 
represented in your several dispatcUes antecedent to the last of 
those above acknowledged. His Lordship in Council therefore 
judged it proper to suspend a reply to any o-f your reports 
until apprized of the arrangements in progress having assumed 
a form in some degree conclusive, when a general retrospect 
of events and proceedings would enable Government to frame 
a decisive opinion of the various points submitted tO' its 
deliberation and to found its instructions on an order of 
things relieved from the influence of daily vicissitude. At 
the same time I am directed to observe that the judgment 
of His Lordsliip in Council on the distinguished merits of 
your conduct has not been reserved until he should obtain 
a knoudedge of the 6uece.ss or failure of your measures, which 
during' their progress have uniformly appeared to be regulated 
by sound discretion, able discernment, ardent zCcal and 
indefatigable exertion, 

8. Although, at the date of the instructions which 
authorized a decided iutorference ou the part of Government 
with a view to compose the distractions and remedy tho 
disorders existing in the administration of Putteealab, your 
reports had afforded reason to expect that this desirable object 
would be accomplished without coercion, yet the spirit of those 
instructions warranted the adoption of coercive measures if the 
alternative should he found to he a perpetuation o-f the evils 
which our interference was intended to remove ; and in this 
point of vierv events have demonstrated the absolute necessity 
of resorting to measures of that description. They have 
demonstrated also that our interference has been equally just, 
expedient and beneficial ; that the gcnei'al principle of 
abslainliig from the exercise af any coutroul over the internal 
eoncerns of the several qietty States placed under our protec- 
tion l>elweGU tho Sntlodgc and the Jumna, ivhieh alone 
ap]iarcntly opposud the policy of that interference, was 
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inapplicable to this particula.v case ; and that more credit and 
confidence have lieen accpiircd hy the interposition o£ our 
pon’er and inllnenee on this occasion tiian would have resulted 
from an opposite course of proceeding. The prudence and 
caution with which you have acted, and the patient for- 
bearauee which governed ^mnr conduct under circumstances 
of extraordinary difficulty, delicacy and cnibarras.smcnt, have 
essentially promoted this desirable result, 

I. The strongest and most jnsti liable ground of our 
aulhorltative iuterEerence, namely, the actual derangement of 
the r^ajah’s intellect, however diversified by occasional indi- 
cations of reason, appeairs to His Lordship in Council to 
have b.eeu conclusively established b 3 '' the test of oxirerlence 
derived from your patient hut successless eudeaA’'our.s' to render 
him the instrument of that reform of which he admitted the 
Jiecessity, apjn-oved the system and pledged himself to the 
execution by solemn and repeated acts. If the British Gov- 
ernment had remained an inactive spectator of tlie progress 
of the existing evils, it is reasonable to conclude that, through 
intermediate outrage, anarchy and confusion, they would 
speedil}'- have attained a crisis which must have invited or 
compelled the Interference of boiuo other power actuated by 
principles very clifrerent from those of a British administra- 
tion, paid directed to objects of which the prosperity of the 
couuti^y, the welfare of the people and the disinterested 
orgaiiivation of the government would have formed an 
inconsiderable part. The views of individual interest aud 
ambition would have been pursued Ipv acts of violence aud 
spoliation, aud a state of alfairs would probably have been 
produced of a nature ultimately to compel on onr part the 
interference from which we had sj-stematicallj^ abstained, 
under circumstances which would have augmented the dis- 
adwantcUge and difficulty without adding to the justice and 
credit of onr exertions. 

5. His Lordship in Council is satisfied that, in the 
judg'ment of all those whose distrust and apprehension might 
be supposed to be excited by the appearance of a deiDartnre 
from the professedly restrictive principles of our acknowledged 
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7. H aviiig’ stated tlie Govovnor-G-eneral in Councils 
unqualified approbation o£ tbe wliole ol: your piroeecdings as 
reported in the dispatches above aclcnowledg’ed^ it is unneces- 
sary to advert to the details o£ them. It may be satisfactory 
to you, liowevc-r, to signify His Lordship in Councihs entire 
concurrence in tbe propriety and necessity o£ the precautionary 
measure of rerpuiring a tempoorary reinforcement of troopis 
from Kurnaul and of directing the march of an additional 
detachment from Lodhiana. You pu'udently abstained from 
the adop)tiou of that measure until no altornaiivo ivas left but 
Hie abaudonment of the object -which you had pnirsued with 
such unceasing toil and anxid.y and avith such persevering 
pvatieuce and arduous exertions, — an alternative ai'hich every 
con.sidevation of dignity and paublick interest unquestiouahly 
opaposed. 

8. II is Lordslup) in Council cnnsider.s you to have 
framed the arrangement for the administration of the State of 
Putteealah avith the utmost paracticable regard to the ease and 
comfort of tbe Eajab, whose conduct and unhapjpay state of 
ruind and dispaositlon would certainly liaa'C justified in a- 


pupremac}’, llie measures avhich have been pursued with views 
.so manifestly disinterested and 113^ gradations so demonstrative 
of a spiirit of forbearance, moderation and eqnil3q for ilie 
settlement of tbe disordered aduiini.stration of Pntteealalg 
must appear to have flowed from a sincere and anxious desire 
to protect and secure the interests and prosperity of tlie 
dopieudent States througli the channel of tlieir own authorities, 
and not the effect of a disposition to abridge the rights wbicli 
ive have guaranteed and empilop' our piower for pnirposes either 
of aggrandizement or of profit. 

G. Your pnaidence and discretion have been p-iarfciculavly 
conspicuous in associating Rajah Bhang’ Sing and Bhj’-e Ball 
Sing iu 3’our counsels and proceedings. Their deliberate 
opinions, the result of personal observation and e.vertion, give 
a sanction to the late incasures and arrangements in the State 
of Putteealah wbicli cannot fail to produce impressions highlp' 
favorable to tbe credit of our real views and iutentions. 
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praciical nixl moral point oC view^, as well as in tlie eyes oE OrJei-s of (he 

liis subjocis and o£ all the neig'libourmg- Cliiefs, a limitation 

oE liis liberty^ and his indula.-ence.s which Plis Lordshiij in Council on 

^ ^ ^ afl'airs at 

Council is happr to find has not appeared to you to be Patiala. 

necessaiw- 

9, It is superfluous to add that the administration oE 
the Ranee Aus Kooy it has been established, so it must 
be supported by our jaower, iE external support should be 
ueees.sar 3 u His Lordship in Council, howevmr, trusts that 
the occupation o£ the forts by her garrisons, the patronage 
o£ her situation, the popularitj’- of her character, the acknowl- 
edged incaj^acity oE the Rajah, and the former experience and 
general impression oE the benefits of her administration, aided 
by the countenance o£ the British Government, null enable 
her to maintain her authority without external assistance. 

OE the iiecessit}- either oE maintaining a detachment of our 
troops at Pntteealah for a limited period of time or of leaving 
an agent of your appointment, r'ou will of course have formed 
j"our own judgment, aud acted accordingly. It is the wish 
oE Government, ho^vover, that all appoarauee of eontroul aud 
direction on our part in the internal affairs o£ the State 
should cease as soon as in jraiir opinion the administration of 
the R.aneo is sufficiently established to he independent of aur" 
ostensible support on the part of the British Government. 

10. The measure of announcing to all the Sikh Chiefs 
the change in th.e administration and the circumstance which 
produced it, is eutii'ely approved, as is also the tenor of the 
circular letter which you addressed to them on that subject. 

11. The Governor-General in Council directs me to 
express to you on this occasion the deep interest aud emotion 
with wdiieh he perused the narrative of the late atrocious 
attempt on your life contained in your private letter to my 
address of the 10th of May,i Avhich letter His Lordship in 
Council has judged it jjroper to place on the records of 
Government. His Lordship in Council considers the pres- 
ervation of a life, which he has ever been accustomed to hold 

' 13G 
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in the highest possible cstioiatiou, from a danger so imminent 
to be a subject of publick congratulation, and His Lordship in 
Council cannot i-efrain from expressing bis admiration of tlie 
intrepidity and self-possession to irbicb, under Providence, is 
to be ascribed 3 mur deliverance in a crisis of such extreme 
peril. 

m. It is satisfactoiy to the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil to know that you do not suspect this atrocious attempt 
to have been instigated by the Pajab, and His Lordship in 
Coancil is willing to hope with you that it did not originate 
in the machinations of an^'' of tlie principal persons adverse 
to the interference of the British power. At the same time 
it is diflicnlt to believe that an individual who could not be 
supposed to lie actuated b^^ anj'- motive of personal resentment 
should endeavour to perpetrate a crime of such enormity witli- 
out the instigation of others who considered your presence 
and proceeding's to lie destructive of their views and interests ; 
and I am instructed to add that, viewing this occurrence as a 
matter not less of publick than of private concern, His 
Lordship in Council would not wish jmu to neglect any 
probable means of tracing it to its origin. 

13. You have no doubt been apprized by the Resident 
a,t Lebli that be has been directed to retain the assassin in 
confinement as a State prisoner. 


141 . From Lientenant-Goloncl D, OaiiTERLO^^r, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Lodliiana, to N.B. Fdmonstoxe, Esgiure, 
Chief Secretary to Government, — No, 135, dated the 
Sth of August 1812, 

I HAVE the honor to transmit an urzco from Gopaul 
Sir.g of jMunny Ylajra soliciting the permission of the Riglit 
Hon’ble the Governor-General to apply to the Court of Debli 
for the title of Rajah, which was granted to bis ancestor by 
Ahmad Shah, Doorani, when in this country. 

Gopaul Sing was relieved b}’- our interference from the 
pa 3 -ment of a heavy tribute to Runjeet Sing, and considered 
it only as a prelude to the entire seizure of bis countiy. 
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I have had frequent occasion to mention services on 
■ndiich I have employed him and others where he has either 
spontaneously offered or voluntarily joined rae, and has never 
omitted to evince his g'ratitude for the benefit he has cleri\’ed 
from our inter fore iice^ not by empty assurances, hut by cordial 
and active co-operation wlienev'-er lie eonld or thoug-ht lie could 
be of the least .service j and on this gi’onnd I take the liberty 
most humbly to recommend his suit to the favorable attention 
of His Lordship in Council. 


A pplicatiou 
of Ihe Chief of 
Maui Mfijra 
for a title. 


142. From N. B. Fvoioy stone, Esquire, Ghicj Scr.rcfdrij fo 
Government, Fort to Licu-tenant-CoIonel T>. 

Oguteulonv, Agent, Governor-General, Loclhiana , — ■ 
dated the 28tli of August 1812 

I AM directed to acknondedge the rcceijff of jmnr Iciirr 
No. 135, dated the 8th ultimo, enclosing- an nr^eo from Gopatd 
Sing- of IMuuny IMajra soliciting- an application to the Court 
of Dehli for the grant of the titles o-f Rajah and Behandur. 

2. On the grounds which you have stated, the Riglit 
Houdile the Governor- General in Council is disposed to 
comply with Gopaul Sing’s request, but previously to a final 
deteniiination His Lordship in Council is desirous of knowing 
your opinion whether, on the ground of its creating an 
inconvenient precedent, a compliance Avith his request may 
not be ol>jectiouable. 

3. It occurs to GoA'ernment that other Sikh Chiefs 
observing tlie success of tbe application may be induced to 
follow his example, and it mig-ht perhaps be difhcnlt to assign 
reasons not iiiHclious and offensive for declining to. grant in 
all instances what has been granted in one. Whether or not, 
ho IV ever, the circumstances of Gopaul Sing’s father having 
enjoyed the title of Rajah (although not conferred by the 
Throne of Dehli) and of his own personal services and fidelity 
to the British Government are sufficiently exclusive, you 
will be the best judge. 

4j, Until the receipt of 3 ''Oiu- answer a reply to Gopaul 
Sing’s nrGee will of course be suspended. 
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143- From Lieutenant-Colonel D. OcJiTrnioxr, Agent, Gov- 
ernor-General, Loodcana, to N.D, El>MOTrsTO^’n, Esquire, 
Chief Secretary to Government, — No. 139, dated the 
27'th of September 1812. 

I iiAA'E the honor to aekuowlcclg’e the receipt of your 
leLler of the 28th ultimo^ and in reply beg leave to inform 
II is Lordship in Council that, Saheh Sing of Putteealah 
having obtained the title of IMaharajah and Jusuumt Sing 
of Nabali uith Bhang- Sing- of Jeendh the titles of llajali 
from the present Emperor, Akber Shah, I do not know any 
Surdar who is likely to be in the least deg-ree solicitous of 
a similar distinction except Gopanl Sing, and should any 
one make an application to that effect for His Lordsbi])'y 
acquiescence, I should not scruple to decline the transmission 
to Govermneiit on the just and well-founded plea that the ever 
ready and voluntary services of the IMunny hlajra Surdar had 
given him claims to favor to whicli no other, irho had not 
ali'eady received the indulgence, could in any degree pretend. 


144 . Fro)ii N. R. Ei).noysi'0.\E, Esquire, Chief Secretary to 
Gorernment , Fort William, to Colonel D. OcuTUULoyy, 
Agent to the Governor-General, Lodhtann , — dated the 
16th of Orioher 1S12, 

I Asi directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 27th idtimo in reply to the reference contained in my 
address to you of the 2Sth of August respecting Gopnul 
Sing-’s request for permission to apply to the Court of Dehli 
for the grant of the title of llajah and Behaudur. 

2. It appearing- from your dispatch tliat no inconvonicnce 
on the score of precedent is likely to arise from a com^diance 
with Gopaul SingG application, a reply will he addressed 
to him hy the Governor- Geaoral notifying His Lordship’s 
acijuicscencc in his request. 

o. His Lordship’s letter will he Iransmltted to you from 
the Persian Departmeut for the purpose of being forwarded 
to Gopaid Sing. 

4. The application must he made through the Pcsident 
at Dehli. 
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145. From J. Apjm, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Fort 
William, to G. T. Metcalfe, Esquire, Besident at 
Delili, — dated ilie lOlli of December 1813. 

I AM directed to ackuowledg'e the receipt o£ your letter 
oE the 39th ultimo, and to communicate to you the following- 
instructions on the subject to which it relates. 


3. The fulfilment of the intention intimated by the 
Queen of Shah Shoojah-ool-Moolk of seeking an asylum in 
the British dominions would Ise an event so pregnant with 
inconvenience, embarrassment and probable expense, both 
immediate and prospective, as to render the Governor- General 
in Council extremely desirous that it should not take place, and 
even that the intention should be discouraged by every means 
consistent with the observance of the delicacy and respect due 
to her sex, rank and misfortunes. The means of offering any 
direct discouragement of Her Ma.jesty’s intentions without an 
appearance of harshness and of insensibility to her calamitous 
situation and the fallen fortunes of her family are, howe\-er, 
not obvious, and all that is at the option of Government 
appears to be to avoid any positive encouragement of such a 
design, or the adoption of any measure of a tendency to excite 
a desire in the mind of Her jMajesty to retire within the 
Honorable Company’s territories. At the same time, if she 
should actually carry that design into execution and arrive 
within the limits of our dominions, it will be incumbent on 
the humanity and generosity of the British Government to 
grant her the asylum which she seeks, and to receive her 
with every suitable mark of distinction and respect. 


Treatment of 
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3. You will perceive from the foregoing observations 
that you have formed a correct conception of the views and 
wishes of Government with regard to the intention of the 
Begum, and will infer that the line of conduct which you 
propose to follow in the event of it becoming neces.sary for 
you to act previously to the receipt of instructions from 
Government, as well as the tenor of your reply to the letters 


40 
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AA'liicli you received, are entirely approved by His Lordship in 
Council. 

4*. I noAV proceed to convey to j'ou the instructions o£ 
the GoA'ernor-General in Council on such other points adverted 
to in your letter as appear to require them^ and for the 
regulation of your communications with Wufa Begnm in the 
undesirable event of Her IMajesty actually arrivmg within the 
limits of the British territory. 

5. lYith respect to the implied expectation conveyed to 
you b}" the Begum of the interposition of the influence of this 
Oovcrnmeni with llajah Bunieet Sing- in order to obtain bis 
consent to the famil}' of Shah Shoojah quitting the territories 
of the Kajah, the Governor-General in Council observes that, 
under the impression entertained by the Government of the 
importance of averting the necessity of recenung the family, 
it AYonlcl be obviously inexpedient to use any effort of a nature 
calculated to facilitate the accomplishment of their wish, 
which could be with pn’opricty avoided. In the actual state of 
the case, howeA'or, His Lordshij) in Council is iinable to discern 
any public grounds on which this Government is entitled to 
employ such an iuterference iii the independent exercise of the 
Rajah-’s authority in favor of personages Avhose right to our 
protection cannot be sustained, 

6. If therefore such an intimation on the part of the 
Begum shall be again rocei\-ed, either in the same form or in 
more direct terms, yon will be pleased to state explicitl}", but 
in the most conciliatory terms, the impracticability of any 
application to Runjeot Sing on the subject under the existing 
relations between bis Government and that of the Company. 

7. Y'ou have very properly avoided, in your answer to 
the Beg'innG letter, touching on the Bulviect of assistance 
to Shah Shoojah. If a jwoposition to that effect should be 
renewed in .such a manner as to render it absolutely necessary 
to notice it, it is the desire of His Lordship in Council 
that you will reply to it by a simple intimation that it wall 
be referred to the consideration of Government, adding that 
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your knowledg’e of tlie general policy of tlie Government and 
of its relations vrith the State of Caubrrl will not allow you to 
anticipate an answer favorable to the object of the reference. 

8. If the Begum and the females of the family of Shah 
Shoojah shoidd actually take refug’e in the territories of the 
Company;, the observations contained in the iJnd and 3rd 
parag'r.aphs of this letter will enable you to regulate 3-our 
conduct with regard to their reception and treatment. I am 
desired j however, to call jmur particular attention to the 
necessity of avoiding any act or expression in jmur communi- 
cations with them that can leaxl to the expectation either of 
present pecuniar}^ assistance or a permanent provision, unless 
they should be in such a situation as absolutely to recjuire 
some immediate relief, in wbicli case it must necessarily be 
afforded, but with such explanations as will make it distinctly 
understood that it must not be expected to continue. 

9. The Governor- General in Council furtber desires me 
to inform you that the reception of Sbab Sboojab^s Queen and 
the other females of his familj- is not to l)e considered as giving' 
a claim to protection and relief to the male branches of the 
family, or to the numerous adherents and followers who will 
be encouraged to expect the same treatment. This distinction 
must be carefully borne in mind iu all communications to 
dVirfa Begrrm herself, and to any persons of the above descrip- 
tion who may apply for permission to enter our territories or 
may do so without permission. 

10. You will of course apprize Colonel Ochterlony and 
any other public officer of Government to whom such a com- 
munication may be necessary of the tenor of the foregoing 
instructions for their information and guidance. 

11. It is with extreme regret that the Governor- General 
in Council finds himself compelled, bj- the solemn obligations 
of bis public duty, to adopt a course of proceeding towards the 
illustrious and unfortunate personages who form the subject 
of the preceding remarks so little consonant to those feelings 
of hospitalitj'-, generosity and reverence for fallen grandeur, 
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in the a,l)sence of motives less powerful would impel 
His Lordsiiip in Council to afford them every practicable 
deg-ree of protection, comfort and consolation. 

Id, The g'reat ami permanent emharrassmont and incon- 
venience inseparable from the indulgence of that disposition in 
such a case as the present must, however, necessarily operate 
ns an insuperable obstacle to any extension to them of the 
protection and assistance of Government beyond what is abso- 
lutely unavoidable. 


146. From J. MoKCKToy, E-^iquirc, Persian Secretary to 
Government, Fort Wiltiam, to Colonel D. OciiTEHLoyr, 
Ayent, Governor-General, Lodhiana, — dated the 21st of 
December 1812. 


Desire of tlio 
Chief of jMnui 
IMnira for a 
title. 


I AJi directed by the Bight Honorable the Governor- 
General to transmit to you the enclosed letter from His Lord- 
ship to Gopaul Sing, the Sikh Chief of IMunny IMajra, in 
repl}'’ to that which was tran,smitted in your dispatch to the 
late Chief Secretary's address itnder date Sth of August last. ’ 

Copies in the English and Persiau languages of His 
Lordship's letter to Gopaul Sing accompany for your informa- 
tion. 


En’CLOSUR.E TO ll'G. 

From J. iloNCKTON, Esquire, Persiayi Secretary to Government, to 
Gofaul Singh, the Sikh Chief of Muyiny Majra, written 
21st December 1812. 

I HAAm had the pleasure to receive your letter soliciting 
permission to apply to the Court of JDehli for the grant of the 
titles of Pi a jab and Bahaudur (vide letter received 28th 
August 1812.) 

The reports of Colonel Ochterlony bear the most honor- 
able testimony to your merits and services, and evince ymir 
grateful sense of the benefits W'hich you derive from the 
protection of the British Power. 


* 1‘11 supra. 
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I desire to distino'uisli particular favor tliose who 
are conspicuous for zealous and faithful attachment to the 
British interests. 

Under these circumstances 1 have great pleasure in 
signifying' to you my acquiescence iu your request. Colonel 
Ochterlouy has accordingly received ray directions to transmit 
your address to the King to the Kesident at Dehli, who will 
be prepared to employ his influence to obtain the titles, which 
jmu solicit, from the Throne. 


147. From- J. An.nr, Esqi'ire, Secretary to Government, Fort 
William, to Lientcnamt-GoJonel D. Ocuterlont, Agent, 
Governor-General, Lodliiana, — Oiretdar, dated the 15th 
of January IS 13. 

I AM directed to inform you that, in consequence of the 
numei’ous applications which have lately been received by 
Government for exemption from the p.ayment of the tax on 
pilgrims resorting to Allahabad and Gya to an extent far 
exceeding the limits of the indulgence, which has been usually 
granted to persons of rank and distinction visiting the several 
places of Hindoo worship within the Company’s territories, 
the Governor-General in Council has deemed it necessary to 
adopt a decided resolution to adhere strictly to the established 
limitation of such exemptions to one hundred persons, except 
in very peculiar cases which may warrant a special deviation 
from the general rule, 

2. I am directed to remark that the regulation for grant- 
ing exemption from the tax on pilgrims, of which a copy is 
enclosed, was not originally established on the principle of 
enabling a numerous class of persons to perform their devo- 
tional exercises at the holy places without payment of the 
duties, which have for a long series of years, and under all the 
former Governments of those parts of India in which they are 
situated, been levied on the pilgrims resorting to them, but 
as a mark of distinction and respect manifested by the British 
Government towards friendl^^ Chiefs and persons of rank and 
consideration, or the members of their families, visiting those 
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places^, and -vrero intended to include only tlieir immediate 
relations and dependants. Few instances can occur in w’hicli 
the number of 100 persons will not embrace all those standing 
toAvards tbe persons above described in such a relation as to 
entitle them on tbe grounds stated to partake of tbe privilege 
of exemption. 

3. Youa,re accordingly desired to explain tbe nature and 
intent of the regulation in question to all persons who may 
apply through you for exemption for a number of persons 
exceeding one hundred, except in those cases which can be 
considered to come wdtbin the reservation above stated. 


Enclosure to 13-7. 

Coj}^ of a Minute from the Governor-General in the 
Political Bcjjartment, dated the 20th of Matj 1796, 

The frequency of applications to Government for the 
remission of the duties dcmandable from pilgrims to Gya. and 
the abuses that our facility in complying wuth them has g'h'en 
rise to appear to me to require tbe establishment of some 
regulations to check the evil, to prescribe tbe mode of making 
suck applications, and to serve as a guide for receiving or 
rejecting them. 

Tbe practice of granting’ remission of duties in favor of 
certain persons originated in motives of policy, with a view 
to conciliate the neighbouring Hindoo chieftains by granting 
this indulgence to those among them '^vhose political conse- 
quence miglit be thought to entitle them to this mark of 
attention on the part of Government or attending to the 
applications which they might prefer in favor of others. Tut 
the readiness which Government has always shewn to gratify 
them in this particular has opened the door to numberless 
similar applications from persons not in a station to claim the 
indulgence for themselves or solicit it for others. Indeed, I 
have good reason to believe that persons in the habit either of 
correspondence or of personal intercourse wutb Government 
have taken money for making applications in favor of men 
about whom they had no other interest or concern than what 
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the transaction g-ave rise to, and that the agents o£ Native 
Chiefs residing at Calcutta sometimes make an unauthorized 
use of the names of their principals in order to obtain the 
remission of duties in favor of their own friends, dependants 
or relations. 

Under these circumstances it is evident tliat the end of 
granting remission is in a great measure frustrated, since no 
especial favor is conferred by that which is granted indiscrimi- 
nately to every solicitor, whilst Government actually sustains 
a loss not inconsiderable bjr the great defalcation in that 
branch of their resources. I therefore propose — - 

1st — That no application for the remission of the Gya 
duties be received but from principals applying verballj^ or by 
letter through the medium of the Resident for Affairs in the 
cpiarter whore the persons applying may reside, and couse- 
cpiently that all applications made through native agents 
residing at Calcutta he rejected or referred to the channel of 
the Resident, except they originate in territories (such as Berar, 
Nipaul, &e.) where no Resident is appointed, and the only com- 
munication with which is through the medium of a Vakeel ; 
and that even under those circumstances no application be 
received that is not addressed immediately to Government by 
the principal. 

-That the compliance with or rejection of all 
applications be regulated solely by the consideration of its 
political expedience. 

ordl/f — -That the Presidents may he directed to transmit, 
with the application they may receive, such information and 
remarks as local situation may enable them to make with 
reference to the principle above laid down, for the guiidance of 
the Government in deciding on their merits. 

ItJili / — That the number of permissions granted under 
one application never exceed one hundred. 

BtJilj / — When any application for the remission of duties 
is complied with, instead of the mode hitherto practised for the 
identification of the pilgrim, namely, of fuimishing him with 
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a duplicate of the letter to the Collector’s address authorizing- 
the remission^ that a certificate to that effect in Persian and 
Englishj specifying the name of the person applying and 
of the party making the pilgrimage, with the number of 
followers for whom the remission is allowed, be delirrered 
to the pilgrim to be produced liy him before the Collector after 
his arrival at Gya. 


14 : 8 . From Colonel D. Ocuterloai' , Aijent, Governor ‘General, 
Loodcana, fo J. Adjm, Esquire, Secretary to Govern- 
vient, Secret, Political and Foreign Dejoartment, Fort 
WiUia7ii, — No. 146, dated the 7tJi of January 1813. 

I DEEjr it m}'- duty to bring to the notice of Government 
an arrangement, which at an early period of time after the 
establishment of a military post at Loodeana, I succeeded in 
concluding with Rajah Bhang Slug for the farm of the 
Sa?/er and Aullcaree of that town, and which has existed to the 
present time, producing in its operation and effects some 
essential public benefits. 

2. On our first arrival here I saw the necessity of 
obtaining in some way or other a eontronling influence in 
the town of Loodeana. At that time the town had few 
inhabitants. It had indeed for many years been the scene of 
depredation and licentiousness until it was seized by Runjeefc 
Sing and suhsecpiently bestowed by him witb its adjacent 
lands on his uncle, Bhaug Sing, wPo at the period of our 
arrh'al w-as inviting inhabitants. But, although desirous of 
improving his newly acquired territory, he could not relinquish 
habits congenial to the disj)osition of his tribe, and consequent- 
ly many taxes existed of an oppressive nature, aud some 
p»articularly detrimental to the interests of a British detach- 
ment, among which were duties on grain or other necessary 
articles of consumption. The sale of spirituous liquors also 
existed without restriction, and afforded a continual oppor- 
tunity and temptation to the European part of the detachment 
and to natives attached to the cantonment to indulge in 
habits of intoxication. 
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8. Wit'll a vieM’ to put a stop to these abuses aucl to 
prevent the great evils arising- i'rom them^ I pro]iosecl to 
Bhaug- Sing- to take the farm of the Sa^cr and Auhl\iree of 
the tov'U of Loodeaiiaj to which projiosition he at length 
consented, for the annual sum of 2,100 rupees. My first 
measure a.fter the conclusion of this arrangement ^yn,s to 
abolish all duties on grain, and to prohihil the sale of 
spirituous lirpiors and intoxicating drugs in the town. The 
first was intended to inci-ease our supplies and the Inst to 
preserve my rig-lit of controul over the stills and over the 
vendors of spirits in the camp, whom in our insulated 
sitnatiou it was necessarj^ to tolerate. 

1. When, however, the late regulations of Go\-ernmeut 
prohibiting- the levy of any tax whatever in camp or canton- 
ment were promulgated, a change of system became necessary. 
On that occasion, therefore, I removed the Auhl-arce from the 
camp to the town under the pre-existing- regulations in respect 
to Europeans, and in a short space of time, the profits 
increasing liy an increased consumption, a surplus remained 
after the payment of the establishments, for which, exclusive 
of the amount annually payable to Bhaug Sing, the proceeds 
of the farm supplied the funds ; whereas antecedently to the 
complete operation of this change of system I sustained a 
trifling loss by my agi-eemeiit with Bhaug Sing. 

0 . Considering that agreement to be rather of a personal 
and privirto than of aCpublic nature, whilst at tlie same time it 
was productive of no personal advantage to myself, although 
eminently beneficial in a public point of view, it did not occur 
to me to be uecess-ary to trouble Govenmient with a report 
ujiou the subject ; hut, as the surplus above mentioned has 
now continued for a eonsideralfle period of time, and is likely 
to he permanent, it appears to me to be p)roper to communicate 
to Government the details of the arrangement and to solicit 
its determination v/ith reg-ard to the disposal of that surplus. 

G. I accordingly transmit enclosed a statement ‘ of tlm 
a\-erago proceeds of the farm and of their a 2 :>propriatiou, 
‘ Kot tracciiLle iu Uio Punjab Kecoi-ds. 
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exhiljitiiig ail aiiiuial surplus of S,664< rupees. It is proper at 
the same time to convey to Goverament an explanation 
regarding several items of exjienditure charged in that 
statement. 

7. The police cJioiolddnrs charged at 159 rupees per 
mensem are the professional thicAms mentioned in my dispatch 
No. 137. By eutei-taining these men not only have we been 
secured from the dail}’’ depredation which evmry Surdar 
expected would result from our cantoning in this place^ hut I 
have been enabled in some cases to trace property stolen and 
effect restitution to the owners. 

8. To account for the monthly sum of 50 rupees paid 
to the irregular Gohmdanz it is only uecesscary to state that^ 
having represented to His Excellency the late Commauder-in- 
Chief the want of a sufficient nnmljer of artillerymen to man 
all the g'unsj and having requested to have a proportion of 
the Dehli Golundauz who rrere then nnemployeclj I was 
informed by the Adjutant-General (a copy of whose reply is 
enclosed) that I might have volunteers from that corps, hut 
that they would have no claim to Batta] and in a matter in 
which my honor and reputation were so deeply interested, I 
thought it a cheap purchase of their services (which could not 
otherwise have been obtained) to hold out the lure of a seer of 
attu gratis. 

9. Anund Sing, who receives a monthly sum or douceur 
of 50 rupees, is the Yakeel of Bauijeet Sing. Finding that 
the Europeans procured liquor in some of his Aullages near 
the cantonment, I obtained Iw the grant of that douceur the 
demolition of the stills in those A'illages. 

10. Banee Button Koonr, for whom a pension of SO 
rupees is charged in the statement, is the widow of a Surdar 
from whom Buujeet Sing in his second irruption had seized 
Bliurfcgurh, Saniwal and Goongrana, with other petty districts. 
She came to Loodeana in a most pitiable state of distress and 
misery, to which she had thus been reduced by the rdolence of 
Bunjeet Sing from the enjoyment of power and affluence, and 
thi> Mnal! pensivn i.s now her only support. 
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11. Ifc is proper also to mention on tliis occasion that 
tlie surplus of the j)roceeds of the Aiihlcarcc and to^yn duties 
has enabled me to erect a public serai, which cost about 
1,200 rupees. 

12. Concluding that, with reference to the great public 
benefits resulting from the arrang-emeut now detailed, Govern- 
ment will concur in the expediency of maintaining it, I have 
only further to submit to tbe consideration of His Lordship 
in Council to determine whether or not the surplus collections 
of the farm can be deemed a proper and legitimate compen- 
sation for the duties of management and superintendence 
imposed on the Officer Commanding at this station. 

13. 1 should not, however, in justice to Rajah Bhang 
Sing, conclude this address without stating that the 
arrangement above mentioned was obtained as a personal favor 
expressly g’ranted on the grounds of our old acquaintance and 
understood to be distinct from the cantonment of Loodeana. 
I trust therefore the decision of His Lordship in Council will 
recognize the right of the Rajah to resume the farm at 
pleasure, and that it will be declared to continue in force only 
whilst it has his concurrence. 


149 . From GoJonel D. Ojuteuloxi’, A/jenf, Governor-General, 
Tjoodeana, to J. Anjor, Esquire, Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, Secret, Political and Foreign Department,— 
No. 117, dated the 2Sth of January 1818. 

I HAVE the honor to report my return to this station 
on the 21st instant, and to acquaint you, for the information 
of the Right Honorable the Governor- General, that 1 availed 
myself of my return from Kurnaul to investigate and settle on 
the spot several disputes and claims which had come before 
me at Loodeana or had been referred to me by the Resident of 
Dehli. 

2. At Ladooa, the village and (jurliy of Babayn had 
been wrested from the infant son of the late Goordut Sing in 
consequence of the intrigues of a second widow who had no 
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just claims according’ io the cmstonis of the country hut to 
four villag'cs ii’hich he had settled on her in his lifetime, hub 
more owing to the imprudent and improper conduct of the 
widow who, as being mother of the heir, has ohiained the 
management. At Doodla, a village near Umhalla, I had an 
opportunity of incontestably proving the right of a claimant 
in a case where four zemceudars, Avho had come before me 
at Loodeaua in behalf of the then possessor, acknowledged 
themselves suborned and perjured in their original testimony, 
when they found that on the spot I had sufReient evidence of 
their falsehood, and almost equal degree of perjury in a cause 
at Sbahahacl which I liad been for many months unable to 
decide AAuth satisfaction to myself oAving to the sbamcfnl 
inattention to truth and justice. 

3. At Kurnaul I received complaints against the Surdav 
Ehunga Sing for having seized the fourth of four villages ■ 
helongiug’ to iMo\'-iul-decn Khan, the brother of the Chief of 
Koonjpoora, and from the AvidoAA- of Bhugail Sing’ of liis hav- 
ing aided and encouraged the zomeendars of one of her villages 
to eject her thanas. Having j-cceived only evasive replies, 
though the facts were incontestably proved and were acknowl- 
edged by the Surdar himself, I tlionght it nceessar}' to address 
the requisition, of which I have the honor to transmit a copy, 
to INIajor jMorrcll, and wu’ote at the same time to the Surdar 
that, if the villag’es were not restored to their respective owners 
in the time specified and he rendered it necessary to send a 
British force, I should most assuredly give over the whole of 
the Aullages to lloy-ud-deen Khan in conformity to the 
Proclamation of the 22ik1 of August ISll, and should 
recommend the deliA'evy of Bnbupoor, one of his own villages, 
to the Ranee of Bhugail Sing in compensation for any loss 
she might sustain by her thanas being ejected from Burhail 
gnrlnj. 

4. I have the satisfaction to report to the Right 
Hondde the Governor-General in Council that I harm this 
day received razecnamalis from jMo}’-\id-deen Khan and the 
Ranee certifying the restitution oE their respective rights. 
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5. Expecting and intending to meet Eunjeet Sing’ at 
Dhuvrum Kote I struck across the comitiy from L'nibala 
towards Ivotla jMalair, but on my road received intelligence 
from Lahore rvhich led me to suppose the ChiefL design of 
visiting Thauaiser would be relinquished, and accordingly 
directed my march to this j)lace, where I had yesterday the 
satisfaction of hearing it confirmed in a letter from himself 
in which he mentions that Atta Mohummnd Khan is 
surrounded on all sides by Futteh Khan and the troops of the 
Khalsa under IMohkum Chund, but it was thought his 
proceeding to any distance at this moment might prove 
encoirraging to the enenyy, and he had therefore determined 
on remaining. 

G. It seems to be supposed th.at the intelligence from 
Cashmere does not correspond with his wishes or ex2)ectations, 
and that, if the Khan and Dewau have not sustained an actual 
defeat, they do not now hope so easy a conquest as w'as at 
first imagined. 

7. His own intelligence is said to be vag'ue and 
imperfect owing to many hurJcarraJis having been cut off, but 
what he does receive is communicated so privately and kept 
so closely that the worst is imagined, because it is supposed 
any good Avould be eagerly disclosed. 

8. I have now only to entreat you would be pleased to 
submit my bumble request to His Lordship to be absent from 
this station from the 1st of March to the 20th April (if 
circumstances should not render it imin'oper) in order to pay a 
short visit to my friend and sister, the Begum Sumroo, whom 
I have not seen for some years and who has annually requested 
this visit ever since I have been at Loodeaua. 

150 . R roin Colonel 1 ). OciiT£iizoNr, Agent, Governor- General, 
Loocleana, to J. Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Gov- 
ernment in the Secret, Political and Foreign Dcqgart- 
went, — Ro. 148, dated the 21st of January 1813. 

As it appears from the 5th jraragraph of your letter of the 
8th instant that His Lordship would not approve of my being 
so long absent or distant from my post as to accompany 
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llie Chief of Lahore beyond the Jumiiaj I beg leave to 
^vithdvaw the application contained in my dispatch No. Id7 
to visit Surdhana as an iudulg-eiice with which I can easily 
dispense. 


151 . From J. Aj)JM, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Fort 
Wiltiam, to Goloncl D. OauTERiONr, Agent, Governor- 
General, Lodhiana, — dated the 29th of January ISJo. 

I Aoi directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 7th instanL ' with its enclosures;, and to communicate 
to yon the following observations and resolutions of the 
Governor-General in Council on the subject of the arrang-ement 
concluded by you with Rajah Bhaug Sing for the farm 
of the S(7ycr and Ahlearcc duties of Loodeana. 

2. While the confidence which the Governor-General 
in Council rejvoses in your disinterested zeal for the public 
Bcrvicej no less than the declarations contained in your letter 
now replied to regarding' the views and impressions under 
which you have acted in this aRair, must exclude from the 
mind of the Government any doubt of the puritj" of your 
motives in entering into the agreement described by you with 
Rajah Bhaug Siug^ it is impossible for His Lordship in 
Council to conceal his regret at the facility with which you 
permitted yourself to engage in a transaction of a nature 
entirely unauthorized, nay positivelj^ prohibited, by the 
regulations of Government, and which cannot be sanctioned 
by its approbation nor permitted to continue. 

3. His Lordship in Council does not overlook the 
necessity of maintaining a cheek upon the sale of spirituous 
liquors in the vicinity of a military post, nor the other 
public advantages which are admitted to have been attained 
by the arrangement in question, but it is not obvious that 
they would have been less attainable by one framed under the 
express authority of Government and in conformity to the 

’ IdS supra. 
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regulations in force at tlie other station.s oi: the Arm3n 
It would have been desirable, in an}'- event, to have made an 
attempt to establish those regulations for the cantonment 
under your command with such variation only as the local 
and political circumstances of Loodeanah might have rendered 
it necessary to introduce, and His Lordship in Council is 
disposed to think that Raiah Bhang Sing would not have 
opposed such an arrangement if proposed in the name of the 
Government- 

4. The Governor-General in Council under all the 
circumstances of the case will not pass any retrospective orders 
resarding either the terms of the agreement with Bhang Sing 
or your silence upon the subject in your communications to 
Government concerning the affairs of your command, oE 
which, however, it is impossible that His Lordship in Council 
can approve. 

5- TTith regard to the surplus proceeds of the farm, I 
am directed to inform you that, after deducting the several 
charges which you have specified as having been provided for 
out of that fund, the remainder must, from tbc beginning, 
be carried to the credit of Government, and the arrangement 
itself can he allowed to subsist only till another less 
objectionable can he substituted. 

G. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will ha 
requested to state his sentiments with regard to the most 
advisable mode of effecting the objects of the system 
established by you without involving a deviation from the 
established rules and principles of the service, and you will 
hereafter be furnished with the instructions of Government 
on the subject. I am directed to add that it will not be 
adrdsable at the present moment to make public the existence 
of any intention to change the present system. It will, 
of course, be enthely optional with Rajah Bhang Sing to 
transfer the duties to Government on the present terms or 
to enter into any new arrangement which may he proposed to 
him, 
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152. From Colonel D. Ocuterloxi', Agent, Governor-General, 
Loodcana, to J. Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Gov- 
ernment -in the Secret, Eolitical and Foreign Depart- 
ment, ^No. 150, dated the 21fh of February ISIS. 

I HAVE tte liouor to acknowledge tke receipt of j’our 
letter of the 39th ultimo^ and, m obedience to the instructions 
■ therein contained, have the honor to transmit a detailed 
account of the surplus produce of the farm and AuhJcarce of 
Lodlana, with a draft for the amount In your favor. 

3. Whilst I acknowledge the truth and justice of the 
observations of His Lordship in Council respecting the 
engagement entered into with Lajah Bhang Sing without 
due authority, and the yet more culpable neglect of so long 
delaying to make it known to Government, yet I did hope 
that the acknowledgment though late, and so full a detail of 
the motives, combined with the beneficial results, might have 
exempted me from such severe censure, as well as from any 
retrospective pecuniary claims, and above all from the extreme 
mortification of a reference to His Excellenc}^ the Commander- 
in-Chief, to whose favorable opinion, protection and patronage 
as a military man I must more immediately look, and who 
may now he prejudiced against me from knowing’ that my 
conduct has called for his interference and authority without 
any Information as to the motiv’es which produced It. 

3. I would wish loo, with eveiy deference and respect to 
His Lordship in Council, to state that I am yet ignorant, 
after a deliberato search, of any prohibitiv'e reg'ulation of 
Government which applies or has the least analogy to the 
situation in which I was placed ; and, whatever maj^ havm 
been my error in entering into the engagement or not 
communicating it when made, I trust His Lordship in Council 
will acquit me of the weakness and temerity of deliberately 
acting in direct violation of the orders and regulations of 
His Lordship in Council, and then making a voluntary and 
formal acknowledgment of it in a letter to tlie Secretary to 
Government. 
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4s. The proposal for establishing’ a legitimate tribunal for 
the trial of offenders at Loocleana called for nry public and 
unreserved opinions^ and in stating- them, and rrbat I had done 
for the i3revention of crime, it for the first time occurred to 
me that I bad been negligent, if not culpable ; but it 
occasioned no hesitation as to the line I should pursue, and I 
detailed with candour the measures I had adopted, and only 
privately mentioned' the resources from which they were paid, 
because I did not wish to assume the merit of expending my 
private, individual and authorized allowances for a public, 
useful and necessary establishment. 

5^ In reply to the latter part of the 3rd para, graph, 
I have not the least hesitation in acknowledging that I have 
not a doubt Ea.jah Bhang Sing would not have opposed the 
ai'rangcment if proposed in the name of the Government, but 
it would have been granted with the same affected promptitude 
and the same real concern as he gave up the fort, which I 
could not obtain till I found it necessary to use the name and 
authority of Government for its attainment. 

6. But I must confess it did not occur to me as possible 
that His Lordship in Council would have saucldoned such an 
engagement or such an application under the authority of 
Government and if I could’ retrace the reasonings of my 
mind at the moment I believe I should, and I think I could 
with truth, assert that my silence was originally occasioned 
by the apprehension that His Lordship in Council would not 
condescend to treat for an object so trifling when the benefits 
to be expected, though essential, were only experimental and 
speculative. 

7. I cannot conclude this letter without refen-ing His 
Lordship in Council to Lieutenant Browurigg, the Oificiating 
Secretary to the Military Board, who, being then my Brigade 
Major, Avlll I believe recollect and testify — 

Mnt, that I originally paid the police and cuUvallij 
establishment out of my own private funds ; 
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Sccoiulh/, that I did not cstahlisli an Jiihlaree even in 
the camp Tintil numberless disorders and evils 
proved to me the necessity ; and 

Lasllj/, that the produce vbeu established was scarcely 
adecpnite to the pay of the establishments kept 
up. 

153. From J, Esq 2 tire, Secrefarij to Government in the 

Secret, Political and Foreign Department, to Colonel 
D. OcuTERLON}', Agent to the Governor-General , Lod- 
hiana, — dated the 19tli of March- 1813. 

I AJr directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter- 
of the 2-1-th idtimo, enclosing a statement of the receipts 
and disbursements on account of the farm oE the Sai/er and. 
yluhlcarcG oE the town of Lodhiana^ and an order on your 
agents^ Messrs. Crutteudeu and Machillop, for Es. 3,&0d-3-8, 
the amount of the sur^dus produce of the farm. 

2. The Governor-General in Council observes with regret 
the impression which has been made on your mind by the 
sentiments and resolutions conveyed to you in my letter of 
the 29th January. His Lordship in Council never for a 
moment questioned the purity of the motives which induced 
5 'ou to form the arrang’einent with Eajah Bhaug Sing 
reported in your dispatch of the 7th of January, while it was 
impossible for His Lordship in Council to approve or pass 
over without observation a proceeding which could not be 
reconciled with the principles and rules of the service. The 
communication to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chie£ 
was made, not with the view of drawing on you the 
disapprobation and censure of His Excellency, hut to obtain 
His Excellency’s sentiments with regard to the most expedient 
arrangement to be substituted for that which was to he 
abolished. In order to prevent anj^ misconception on the part 
of His Exctdlcncy of the .affair itself, or the sentiments 
entertained on it by Government, the whole oE your dispatch 
o£ the 7th o£ .Taimary and of my reply w'as communicated 
to liis Excellency, and not, as you erroneously suppose, a 
part of it only. 


Ari'nnc'''-mcnt3 
for tho farm 
of t!io Snner 
anil AhJrnri 
diitirr of 
Liulliiaii.a. 



Ill ] LUDHMNA AOmOY BEGOlWS, 1812-U. 331 

3. The Governor-Geueral in Council has thought it 
right to acquaint you with this circumstance in order to 
satisfy your mind on a point on which it appears to have dwelt 
■with much uneasiness ; hul as no advantage 'null be derived 
from pursuing further a subject which was entered on l>y the 
Government with great reluctance, I am directed to conclude 
by assuring you that the expressions of dissatisfaction 
formerly conveyed to you, mitigated and qualified as they w'ere 
by the justice which was rendered to the motives under which 
you acted, were confined exclushmly to the case in question, 
and that the confidence, respect and esteem for your character 
which the Governor-General in Council has uniformly 
entertained and taken every occasion to ex^n’css remains 
undiminished. 

4. A copy of this letter Avill he transmitted to the 
Commander-in-Chief, together with a copy of your dispatch 
to wTich it replies. 


1B4. From J. Monckton, Fsqaire, Persian Secretary to Gov- 
crnvient, Fort WiUiam, to Colonel D. OciiTERLOKr, 
Agent, Governor-General, Lodhianu, — Circular dated 
the 26tli of March 1813. 

You have already been informed, by a letter of the 15th 
of January, 1 from the Political Department, of the decided 
resolution of Government to adhere strictly to the established 
limitation of exemptions from the pilgrim tax under any one 
application to one hundred persons, except in very peculiar 
cases which maj^ warrant a special dcA'iation from the general 
rule, and have been desired to explain the nature and intent 
of the regulation in question to all persons who may apply 
through you for exemption for a number of persons exceeding 
100, except in those cases which can be considered to fall with- 
in the principle of reservation stated in that resolution. It is 
not to lie understood from this that an exemption for ] 00 
followers is to be granted in all cases. That indulgence is to 

^ 1-lG supra. 
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be considered as itself a favor, wbicb is to be granted only 
to persons of suitable rank and condition. 

2. With a view, bowcver, to clieck tlie extraA’agant 
applications wliicli are constantly made by Chiefs for exemp- 
tions in farmr of thousands of followers, and to deprive them 
of all plea for expecting a compliance with their unreasonable 
demands, the Governor-General in Council deems it expedient 
that without even waiting for applications immediately from 
the Chiefs whose interests, as connected with those of the 
British Government, are committed to your charge, you 
should at once convey to their Vakeels, for the purpose of 
being communicated by them to their employers, a distinct 
explanation of the principles which govern the conduct of 
Government in granting exemptions from the pilgrim tax, 
and of its fixed resolution to act in strict conformity to those 
principles. 

3- Yon will therefore inform the A''akeels that, as Gov- 
ernment is at a considerable expense in maintaining tbe large 
religious establishments for tbe support of different places 
of worship, it is necessary, in order to defray that expense, to 
continne the practice w’bich uniformly prevailed under the 
Native Government of levying a tax from those for whose 
benefit those establisliments are entertained ; that accordingly, 
in pursuance of the custom which preA’ailed under former 
Governments, a, law Las been enacted by wbicb a light and 
moderate tax has been established on pilgrims resorting to the 
principal places of worshi 2 p and that any deviation from that 
law is attended with inconvenience, and is indeed in itself im- 
2 n- 02 )er, since laws, when once established, should he uniformly 
and regularly enforced ; that this is necessary to tbe good 
order and efficicncj of every well regulated Government ; that 
however the British Government, anxious to manifest its res- 
pect and consideration for friendly Chiefs and other persons 
of rank, thought proper to make au exception from the general 
rule in their favor, and therefore determined as a mark of 
distinction to grant exemptions to them and their immediate 
relations and dej^endants ; that upon this princi 2 de the British 
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GovernmerLt resolved to grant exemption to such Chiefs and 
other distinguished personages to the extent of one hundred 
persons as being the number ryhich would in general he 
sufficient to embrace their families^ and that it is only in 
cases when the party applying for an exemption shall possess 
elevated rank and that the restricted number shall be known 
to be insufficient to include his whole suite, that Government 
wall in future be disposed to depart materially from the 
established rule j that, therefore, with a view to prevent 
future disappointment, you are instructed to declare that the 
number of exemptions will hereafter be limited, excepting in 
very pecnliai’ cases, to 100 persons, and never on any acconnt 
extended beyond that ofj^the relations and dependants of any 
Chief; and that the numerons followers who are in the 
habit of joining the Chiefs in the progress of their pilgrim- 
age cannot be permitted to partake of the privilege of 
exemption, which is merely granted as a personal honor to 
themselves, but that they must in common with the subjects 
of the British Government and others he subjected to the 
operation of the regulation for the payment of the tax, 
since they cannot on any principle of justice be permitted 
to enjoy prmleges which are denied by Government to its 
own subjects. You will particularly state that the object of 
granting exemptions is not to relieve 'those to whom they are 
granted from expense, since money is no object to those 
who a2:)f)ly for and obtain remissions, nor to enable Chiefs to 
employ them as a source of ixatronage by procuring the gra- 
tuitous admission of thousands to the temples of worship, 
but that the sole principle on which they are granted is that 
of manifesting respect, fidendsbip and regard for friendly 
Chiefs and other persons of elevated rank ; that the remissions 
are therefore of course intended to include only those who are 
io/id fide attached to their suite. 

It is hoped that an explanation to the foregoinfr 
effect will he the means of preventing many unreasonable 
applications for exemptions, while it will certainly enable 
Government to reject with less difficulty those which may he 
made. 
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155 . From Colonel D. OcnTEULOTor, Agent, Governor-General^ 
Loocleana, to J. Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Government 
in tie Secret, Folitical and Foreign Department , — 
No. 135, dated the 27th of March 1813. 

I HAA'E the honor to transmit translations of papers received 
yesterday evening by dak from Putteealah, and to acquaint 
you, for the information of His Lordship in Council, that an 
express arrived this morning rvith intelligence of the death 
of Saheb Sing, a translation of which accompanies. ^ 


156 . From Colonel D. OcnTEHLONr, Agent, Governor -General, 
Loodeana, to J. Adjm, Esquire, Secretary to Government 
in the Secret, Political and Foreign Department,— -No. 
156, dated 2nd of April 1813, 

I HAVE the honor to transmit some additional papers 
relative to Putteealah, ^ 

2. As one of the physicians had slightly expressed a 
suspicion of poison, though I saw no good reason for such an 
act, as the Panec Aus Koour could not wish a death that 
would probably terminate her administration, and the other 
party lose the grand support and pretended cause of their 
intrigues, I thought it most advisable to send my Head 
IMoousby to demand a written statement from tbe physicians 
in general, and if possible to induce them to attend me for 
personal investigation. I likervise took tbe opportunity of bis 
proceeding to Putteealah to send a message to the Panee, 
the matter and motives of which rvill he best seen in the 
translation of the message itself. However salutary the 
arrangements, and however uninterested the cause which led 
to them, and though carried into effect Avdtli the concurrence 
and advice of the truest friend of the house, Pajah Bhang 
Sing, yet the measures did not latterly receive that general 
applause which he and Bhye Ball Sing predicted, and Avith 
which I had flattered myself. 

3. Better acquainted wdth the vile dispositions of the 
neighbouring Surdars, Sabeb Sing and his party effected 

^ Kot traceable la tlio Punjab Records. 
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their purpose^ by his vohiiitaiy seclusion, of throuung' on the 
Ranee and the British Government the odium of an imposed 
restraint in which he persevered with an obstinacy, which I 
am fully persuaded has shortened his life. 

4. The constant exercise which he took formerly les- 
sened the baneful eflects of his excessive drinking', and may 
have contributed to his general health.. In his retirement he 
drank as much or more than ever till a very few days previous 
to his death, w:hen he suddenly relinc[uished it altog’ether in 
consequence of a dream and contrary to the advice of his 
physicians, who recommended him to lessen the quantity 
till he could abstain without risk. 

5. In all the late proceedings his heir and successor 
appears in a very unfavorable point of view, and evidently 
seems to have assented to the murder of the INIisser and eight 
or nine others, who, he says, were meant by the sheep which 
Ulhail Sing was to bring him ; but, whatever may be my 
opinion of his head or heart, I cannot again recommend an 
interference for the most salutary objects, knowing as I do 
that it is impossible to prevent a perversion and misconstruc- 
tion of the motives which induce it. 

6. I have looked to Putteealah with the most anxious 
solicitude as to a child of my own adoption, and interested 
myself in its prosperity not only in the hope of its doing' nie 
credit with His Lordship in Council, but that the benefits so 
conspicuous there would lead to general imitation, and I have 
only the mortification to see the Ranee^s most judicious meas- 
ures opposed, her troops, though better and more regularly paid 
than ever, discontented and disobedient, intrigue and falsehood 
preventing the subjugation of a refractory village and murder 
deliberately planned and nearly executed at the Durbar, whilst 
the forbearance of the British Government has been ahiised 
and held out as an insurance of impunity for crimes of the 
greatest enormity ; and the experience of four years has only 
served to convince me that if j^olicj’- does not dictate the 
necessity of retaining the protection we have assumed it 
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TToulcl be more bonorable to tbe Britisb Government to leave 
them to tbe merey of Runjeet, and to tbe effects of their 
ovn detestalde dispositions, than to lyituess, and in some 
deg-roe to sanction, gnilt by impunity. 


157. From J. Adjm, Esquire, Secretary to Government m 
the Secret, Political and Foreign Deqoartment, to Colonel 
D. OcuTERiONT, Agent, Governor-General, LodJiiana , — • 
dated the 30th of April 1813^ 

I AAi directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
of the 2nd instant, ^ communicating fiu’ther information 
concerning the affairs of Pntteealah. 

2. The Governor-General in Council is happy to find 
that the suspicions which had been excited that the death 
of the Rajah was occasioned by poison have been satisfactorily 
removed. The only party in the Durbar whose interests could 
have led it to seek his death is that of the Kooer, whose prof- 
ligate adherents and counsellors might have prevailed on 
his weak and apparently unprincipled mind to consent to 
such an atrocious act, in order to obtain possession of the 
Government of which they might expect to secure the 
administration and its consequent advantages to themselves. 
It must be admitted, however, that there is no evidence of 
any such act or design which can warrant a suspicion of the 
kind. 

3. The death of the Rajah is only to be regretted in- 
asmuch as it will probably be followed by the removal of Ranee 
Aus Koor and her faithful minister, Misser Nodha, from 
the administration and render the principality of Pntteealah 
again the scene of disorders and corruption, little less fatal 
than those from which it was partially and for a time rescued 
by the interference of the- British Government. It is rather 
to be wished than expected that the young Rajah will be 
guided in any respect by the advice of the Ranee in the 
administration of his affairs. That interference must now be 
necessarily withdrawn, as the circumstances in which the State 

’156 supra. 
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of Putfceealali now stands are not such as to justify an 
authoritative exercise of it, and it is hut too evident tliat it is 
no longer desired those who originally soug'ht it^ with the 
exception perhaps of the Ranee and her immediate adherents. 
However weak maj^ be the understanding or depraved the 
mind of the 3 mnng Rajab, there is no ground whatever for 
either preventing his succession or curbing the authority which 
he derives from the possession of the Raj. It is superfluous 
to observe that the personal condition of Rajah Saheb Sing at 
the period of our interference was essentially different, and 
that we were urgently solicited l>y the united voice of all 
parties, except those whose immediate interest was involved iii 
the maintenance of the existing order of things, to interpose 
our influence and authority as the only means of preventing 
the ruin of the State. It is with great concern that the 
Governor-General in Council has seen the bope.s, which be 
entertained of a material improvement in the State of 
Putteealab resulting' from that interference, almost entirely 
disax)pointed by the perverse and nnprincipled conduct of the 
Surdars. It is obvious that any attempt to continue it 
will be attended with erpial disappointment, and will only 
render the British Government in a. manner answerable for the 
ga-eat and increasing evils which it cannot prevent without a 
more direct aud eflicient exercise of its power than has ever 
been contemplated. 

4‘. For these reasons, the Governor-General in Council 
has determined to withdraw from all concern in the affairs 
of Putteealah, and to restore our relations with that State to 
the same footing ou which they stood before we took jiart 
i)i its internal affairs. You will infer from this resolution 
the approbation of the Government of your message to the 
Ranee of which a translation is enclosed in your dispatch, aud 
which will have prepared her mind for the determination 
now announced. 

5. You have been already arrthorized to sig'iiify to tire 
Hrrrbar the resohrtiorr of Government to protect the Ranee 
a.nd jMisser Nodha from any violence to their persons. 
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158. From Colonel D, Ocuterlonv, Agent, Governor-General, 
Looclcana, to J. AD.f.v, Esquire, Scr.retary to Govern- 
ment -in the Secret, Political and Foreign Department , — 
No. 171, dated the 23rd of Jidy tSL3. 

I HAVE tlie honor to ti’ansmit copies and translations o£ 
my further correspoudeuce -with Kajee Ummer Sing Thappa 
for the iufonnatiou of the llig-hfc Honorable the Governor- 
General in Council. 

2. From the letter of Ummer Sing it will be seen that he 
has no intention of reliiicpiisbing the four villag-e.s belonging' 
to Bhutowley, but at this season of the year I was not sorry 
to av'ail myself of his rea-l or pretended reference to his 
superioig clearly pointing out to him that the delay was not to 
be considered as a relim|uishmeut of an nurpiestionable rig-lit, 

3. lYhen it appeared that Ummer Sing was likely per- 
tinaciously to retain these villages^ I wrote to Captain William 
ixichards requesting him to give me every local information 
his notes or memory could furnish of the general knowledg’e 
he liad acquired of the Goovkha possessions in an excursion 
which he had made with my leave, and on a permission 
obtained from the Kajee, into the Valley of Kaardeh for timlrer 
with Lieutenant and Quartermaster Young, aud a copy of 
his reply ^ w'ill be foxmd in this dispatch, including some 
observations by Mr. Heavsey,^ which in all probability have 
reached His Lordship through some other channel. 

d. jMr. Hearsey^s opinions are in some respects entitled 
to consideration, but I do not see the necessity of so formid- 
able an equipment of Artillery when certainly it would he 
advisable not to have anything snperfinons, aud of all his 
details in that branch I should imagizie the 12-Ih carrouades 
alone would be particularly useful on account of their size and 
easier transportation. With this exception, all the ordnance 
Bhonld consist I imagine of light field pieces, and, as carronade.s 
are not likely to be in any depot of the Upper Provinces, 
it would cause too much delay to wait for such an equipment 
as lie rocemmends. 

' Eol tracc.-itilc in the Punjab Pvccoid?, 
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o. Tbo accounts I have received of the different passes 
are formidable, but these people have no idea 'sybat can be 
effected in road maldug b^^ personal labor, and still less of 
ndiat ve are capable of surmounting bj x^^i‘‘"'6verance and 
exertion. 

C. To repel the present and to prevent future aggression, 
it will perhaps bo necessary to convince Ummer Sing’ that his 
bills are not tOj us inaccessible or his forts impregnable, and 
that once sheivn it seems probable that they will cease along 
the whole extent of the boundary of the two States. 

7 . Should I'lis Lordship in Council be of opinion tliat 
the best way of entorcing the restitution of the disputed 
villages at Bhutowley would be to shew our ability to do mueb 
more, it would perhaps be thought advisable for the Infantry 
corps at this station, with the four H-ponnders intended 
originally for the fort, to march direct to Nallagurh, which, 
as will be seen by the map, is situate at the west end of the 
valley, on the lower jet or point of the high range ndueb 
constituted the Retj oi Hindoor. 

8. This fort, I imagine, would soon fall, and might serve 
as a principal depot for the stores and provisions of tbo troops 
destined to act in that quarter. Prom the descriptions I have 
received of Nallag’urh, it must soon fall, and that alone 
would probabl}^ effect every object, as It might, as a punish- 
ment for these unprovoked aggressions, be restored to Ram 
Singh or redelivered to the GroorkUas on their engaging not to 
commit the like in future. 

9. In order to divide their forces and attention, the 
Kurnaul Detachment might with ease occupy the valley 
of Kaardeh, and I am persuaded, by the aid of Jjcldars and 
elephants, got up battering guns and howitzers to the fort 
of Naban, which in itself has no otlier strength than the 
difficulty of approach, and the garrison I should imagine would 
not long resist after the explosion of a few shells within its 
confined limits. 

10. If the Goorklias, as asserted by Mr. Hearsey, depend 
on the low country, or their eastern possessions, for supplies. 
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they mig'lit be cut off witboufc difficulty by tbe Sebanmpoov 
Detachment taldng- possession of the valley opposite to 
Kaarclehj and which is said to extend to the Ganges. 

11. These observations are offered with great diffidence, 
and the object is more to ascertain the wishes of His Lord- 
ship in Council whether the operations after the rains should 
]3e limited to the mere dislodgment from the villages which 
they have unjustly seized, or extended to a certain degree, so 
ns to impress a salutary conviction that their hills will not 
screen them from the punishment due to unjust and unpro- 
voked aggression. 

liJ. I am well aware that the possession of these hills 
holds out no object of desire or even of indemnification ; but, 
if they are more assailable in this quarter than any otlier, an 
attack here, though not carried the length of expulsion, may 
most effectually terminate all differences and disputes which 
have been caused by their encroachments on our more valuable 
eastern possessions, and as your letter of the 15th May 
mentions that the KajeeG command extends to the tributary 
zemeendary or ceded lands of Bhutowley, the officer rvlio 
commands the operations here might be instructed to insist 
at once on the relinquishment of all claims, on any pretence, 
to any lands situated under the hills along the wdiole extent 
of their recent coiicpiests. 

13. I have not said anything of the employment of 
Klshen Sing, whom I personally know, and who has the 
character of a brave and active soldier, or of Hurruckdeo, 
whom Mr. liearsey terms the Earl of IVarwick, because the 
propriety of encouraging such men, or of inviting the people 
to rise cw masse, must materially depend in justice and 
humanity on the determination of His Lordship in Council 
respecting the ultimate appropriation of the country, or the 
utter expulsion of the Goorkhas. 

14. If Ummer Sing Thappa should, after the rains, 
still decline to relincpiish the villages in dispute, and it should 
be thought political or expedient to drive them from between 
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tlie Sutleclgc and Jumna^ or even bej^ond tbe Ganges, I have 
no doubt that the services o£ Kisbeu Sing would prove useful 
in various ways ; but there would be too much cruelty in 
the idea of exciting revolt and insurrection to suppose that 
His Lordship would adopt tbe mCcasure without a previous 
determination of securing them against certain punishment 
in the event of any conrpromise with their present tyrants ; 
nor would such a measure perhaps be attended with great 
success in the Nahan district, unless they were assured they 
should not revert to their former master, who first called the 
Napaulese to fight his battles ag-ainst his own servants, and 
probably against the very Hurruckdeo whom Mr. Hearsey 
mentions as the fittest man to carry all plans into effect. 

15. Under a firm ^lersuasiou that Ummer Sing Thappa 
wdll compel ns to dislodge bis troops from, below the hills, 
I have ventured to lay the subject more fully before His 
Lordship in Council than may be deemed ahsohrtely necessary ; 
but, as the very defence of these places will probal^ly induce 
him to send large cletachnieuts, and thereby lead to more 
extensive operations, it appears to me desirable to ascertain 
and receive His Lordship^’s instructions for every possible 
event, and I trust on that account I shall be deemed excusable 
for my prolixity. 

IG. I shall only take the liberty to add that if each 
detachment could have two IS-pouuders and two howit- 
zers, with the 6 -pounders attached to corps, and a large 
proportion of shrapnels for gnus of every calibre, I should 
think them formidably equipped, and indeed believe from 
what I have heard that few of their forts wmnkl resist even 
our field pieces, with the explosion of a few shells from the 
howitzers, 

17. The heavier ordnance, however, might skirt along 
the foot of the hills, and, if absolutely requisite, roads might 
be constructed by tbe Pioneers, or by beldar.s hired for tbe 
occasion, direct to the places intended to attack, for every 
account agrees that there are horse-roads to Tucksal, JMornee, 
and to Nahan. 
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159 . E^ ■0111 J. Ad.im, Esqidrc, Serrclfirij to Government, Fort 
W'iUiam, to G. T. Mktcjlfe, Esrpiire, Resident at 
DeliVi, — dated the 9th of July 1S13. 

I A3I directed to ticknowledge tlie receipt of your dispatch 
of the 18th ultimo, enclosing a copj’- of your correspondence 
with Colonel Ochterlony, relative to a reported design of His 
Majesty Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk to seek an asylum in the 
British dominions. 


2. You have formed a just conception of the sentiments 
which the Giovernor-General in Council entertains on this 
subject. The fulfilment of Shah ShoojaY intention would 
certainly be attended with an extreme degree of embarrass- 
ment, and it is therefore a most desirable object to endear'our, 
by everj^ possible means short of an absolute refusal to receive 
him, to prevail on him to forego his design. If previous 
notice is given, the object may not be difficult of accomplish- 
ment. It mny indeed be inferred from the very fact of such 
previous notice being given, that the unfortunate monarch 
would be regulated b}-- the tenor of the answer in his sulise- 
quent proceedings, and His Lordship in Council is satisfied 
that your talents and address will enable you to divert him 
from his plan with the lejist possible injury to his feelings. 

3. If His Ylajesty should proceed to the British fron- 
tier without previous notice, it will of course he necessary that 
in anjr intercourse which it may be necessary for the officers 
of the Government to hold with him, the utmost delicac}', 
respect and attention should he manifested towards him, 
without, however, deviating from the cautious line of conduct 
stated in your letter to Colonel Ochterlony. 

4'. The instructions conveyed to you In my letter of the 
19th December 1812, relative to the conduct and demeanour 
to be observed towards the Queen of Shah Shooja, in the 
event of that Princess seeking an asylum in the Honorable 
Company’s territory, are applicable to the present case. The 
residence of ihe Shah himself, however, in these dominions 
w'ould be infinitely more embarrassing in a political point of 
view, and a source of gi’eater expense than that of the Queen. 
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6, I£ the actual approach of the King cannot he pre* 
Tentedj it will at least be some advantage to delay his actual 
entrance into our j^rovinces for a time by persuading him 
to suspend his progress until a reference com be made to the 
Government. 

G, In c.arrying these instructions into effect His Lord- 
ship in Council reposes just confidence iu the approved ability, 
address and experience of yonrself and Colonel Oobterlony, to 
whom yon w'ill be pleased to communicate these instructions 
for his guidance. 

160 . From J. Adjm, Esquire, Secretanj to Govrrnvient, Fort 
William, to Colonel I>. OciiTi-iir.o.wr, A<jent, Governor- 
General, Lodhiana, — dated the 20th of Ainjust 1813. 

I A3I directed to acknowledge the receipt of yoirr dispatch 
of the S'Srd ultimo,* enclosing the continuation of your corre- 
spondence with Uininer Sing Thappa, from which it appears 
that he is disposed to maintain the rig-bt of the Nipaule.^e to 
the four villages below the hills belonging to Rajah Ram 
Sing of Palasseau. 

• 2. You have also submitted for the consideration of 
Government a system of operations to he evciitnally niider- 
takeu against the Nipaule.se for the purpose of dispossessing’ 
them of their recent conquests in the hills between the 
Sutledge and the Jumna. The Governor- General in Council 
considers the information which you have collected wuth 
relation to this sulijcct to be highly creditable to your puhlick 
zeal and to the activity and intelligence of the gentlemen 
from whom you have obtained it. 

3. It is, however, far from being the wish or intention 
of the Governor-General in Council to engage in any extended 
sell erne of operations such as that contemplated in those 
papers. His Lordship in Council is, on the contrary, desirous 
of maintaining' the existing relation of friendshij) wnth the 
Nipaulese Government, and of effecting an adjustment of all 
disputed points by .amicable negotiation, if practicable. If, 

* 157 siqu-a. 
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however^ tlie obstinacy and arrogance of the Nipanlese shall 
compel this Government to have recourse to arms in the 
defence of the rights of its subjects and dependants^ it vill 
still be His Lordship in CounciFs v’ish^ as long as it is 
praeticablej to confine oirr measures to the expulsion of the 
Nipaulese from the lands under our protection which they 
may usurpj without retaliating by an attack on their posses- 
sions in the hills, with respect to which we claim no right of 
interference. 

4. The Governor- General in Covincil is therefore pleased 
to desire that you will regulate your proceedings by the 
principles stated in the instructions of the 15th JMay and in 
this dispatch. 
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161 . From Colonel D. OcutviiloM', Agent, Governor-General, 
Loodoana, to J. Ad.im, Esquire, Secretary to Government 
in the Secret, Political and Foreign Department , — 
No. IS-i, dated the 28th of October 1813. 

It is with great satisfaction I do myself the honor to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Right Houfide the 
Governor-General in Council, of the restitution of the four 
villages of Bhutowley to Rajah Ram Sing of Pallasseau. 

2. My dispatch No. 182 informed you of the evacua- 
tion of Moondlai and Berowley, and, though Ummer Sing 
Thappa denies that they were yielded to the troops from 
Putteealah, it does not reflect less credit on the obedience and 
ready services of the hlaha Rajah^s confidential servants, and 
there can be little doubt that their presence i>revented more 
extensive aggressions on similar prete.xts. 

S. The tone of the Vakeels, who delivered the letter of 
which I have the honor to transmit a translation, ^ is quite 
changed, and, instead of the presumptuous arrogance displayed 
on all former occasions, they adopt a style humble even to 
servility, and profess a readiness to give up twenty villages if 
required rather than permit the slightest diminution of the 
harmony which has subsisted so long between the two 
Governments. 

' Xol traceable iu the Punjab Pvecords, 
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■i. Whether this chaug-o has proceeded from seeing the 
(letermiiiatioii to insist on the restitution of the places thej" 
had so unjustly usurped or hy orders from the Nepaulese 
Rajahj it is satisfactory to believe that it will prevent the 
recurrence of similar disputes ; and as they expressed a most 
urgent wish that I should comply with Ummer Siug’s request 
to meet hiiUj I trust His Lordship in Coaucil Avill approve of 
my ready acquiescence and of my assuring him that I vas 
happy to comply with any suggestion, which Ummer Sing- 
thought of ally importance, to mark the amicable adjustment 
of all disputes in this quarter and the cordiality and good-will 
existing- between our respective superiors. I shall accordingly 
proceed on tlie 3rd Novemlier h}’- the wa}^ of Rooper and leave 
the place of meeting to Ummer Sing. After the interview 
with Ummer Sing, I propose, mid hope it will he sanctioned 
hy His Lordship^s apju'ohation, to skirt along the hills, or as 
near as the roads will admit, not only for the purpose of 
acquiring a more accurate kuowlcdge of the country, hut to 
see the villages of !}.Iooudlai aud Berowley, which are yet 
occupied hy troops from Putteealah, theii’ proprietors, Maldeo 
and Uaraindas, having declined to receive them till they were 
re-estahlishcd in two other villages which I never before heard 
of, which they acknowledge to have been seized more than 
two years since, and which I have very great reason to suspect 
are situated on the hills, aud do not at all come within the 
protected limits. They also complain that a hill streamlet 
which Avatered these villages has been dammed up, and they 
require that this also should he demanded from the Goorkhas. 

5. I have so often had occasion to describe the peojile of 
this country that no act of absurdity can now surprise, and I 
haA-e only thought it necessary to inform them that if they 
do not choose to receive them as they are, Avithout flattering- 
themselves that the British GoA^crument will support them iu 
unjust or unwarrantable pretensions, thej^ mny permit the 
Pulteealah troops to remain, aud I shall recommend to Plis 
Lordship iu Council that thej'' should he permanent thanas 
and the villages considered as no longer their property. 
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G. At Tiloondlai I shall not be many days^ march from 
the Jumna^ and I hope His Lordship in Council u'iU approve 
of my proceeding- to Booriah for the double purpose of 
ascertaining the ghauts at which duties are collectedj the 
Surdors to whom they belong, and the amount of their annual 
collections, and of trying if possible to reconcile the differen- 
ces bet^v'een the two brothers, sons of Shair Sing, and the 
widow of the Surdar Bhugwan Sing, between all of whom 
paid with each other there exists some cause of discord and 
dissension, which daily produces a contest and the wanton 
sacrifice of the lives of some of their dependants. 

7. The town of Booriah itself, once a large and very 
populous city, is represented to be flourishing, and inhabited 
only in one small quarter or portion which belongs to the 
widow above mentioned whilst all the rest is one scene of 
desolation and ruin. These dissensions are said to be fomented 
by the intrigues and artifices of the arch-fiend Jodh Sing, 
Ivulseeah, who has no other object but to make himself of 
consccpience to all, that all may ultimately come under his 
controul ; aud I hope to show them that their real interests 
are in placing their sole dependauce on the justice of the 
British Government and in mutual cordiality and forbearance. 

8. If I am successful, these Surdars will reap the full 
henofit of the protection which has been afforded them in one 
of the most fertile districts on this side the Sutledge, and the 
inhabitants aud ryots will no longer he distracted by the 
rapine, anarchy and bloodshed which ai’e the consequences of 
their continued auimosity. 

9. If on my return from this excursion I should find there 
is no pai-ticnlar necessity for my presence, I should esteem 
myself particnlarty favoured if His Lordship in Council would 
permit me to proceed to Dehli for the pnriDOse of bringing up 
my daughter, recentl}’' arrived from England, and of paying a 
short visit to my friend IMr. Metcalfe at Dehli. In uro-ino- 
this request I hog His Lordship may be assured I shall 
not avail myself of his permission unless perfectly satisfied 
that my presence is not at the moment particularly necessary. 
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10. jEltiiijeet is at Soallkote^ and said to be intending- a 
second attempt on Cashmere^ if not interrupted Ijy a visit 
from Futteb Kbaip who is mentioned as collectiuo- an army 
to retrieve his defeat at Attock. 


163. From Colonel D. OcuTEKLONr, Agent, Governor-General, 
Loorleana, to J. Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Govern- 
ment in the Secret, Political and Foreign Department , — 
No. 186, dated the IStli of Decemher 1813. 

In m}^ dispatch No. 184 ^ I did mj^self the honor to 
mention my proposed tour to meet Umnier Sing- Thappa, 
to examine the site of the vdlag-es lately restored by that 
Chiefj and to proceed from thence to Booriah for purposes 
detailed in that letter. 

3, I have now the honor to report the result of this 
excursion for the information of the Rig-ht Honorable the 
Governor- General in Council, and to express my hope that it 
will be found attended with some beneficial effects, though 
from circumstances unavoidable not so complete as I had too 
sanguinely expected. 

3. On the 3rd ultimo I left this station, and on the 

arrived at Hooper, where the Surdar Bhoop Sing-, waited upon 
me, and after expressing in the usual complimentary form 
his pleasure at my arrival entered into a conversation from 
which I found he had been summoned, either directly or 
indirectly, to attend Kunjeet with his troops ; that he had 
hitherto evaded a compliance, and most auxioirsly wished to 
avoid it altogether if he could be assured that no ill conse- 
quence would result from his refusal. Having- heard all he 
had to urge on the subject, I told him that the certain 
consequences of his refusal would be the seizure and loss of 
any villages on the right bank, and I therefore recommended 
him, if he had any interest to serve, to obey the call, as the 
friendship which now subsisted between the British Govern- 
ment and Huujeet woirld prevent my blaming him for an 
attendance which allowed him to retain any possessions he 

^ 101 supra. 
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miQ'lit have on that side, which was completely under 
Piuuieet'’s authority. He informed me that he did not at this 
moment possess a heegali on the right bank, and that anp 
future claims he might have tvonld be gladly relinc|ulshed 
for the comfort and security enjoyed under the British 
protection. 

4. I told him at the same time to state his situation 
in Avriting-j and I would give him an answer to enable him 
to judge what was best, and as a guide to his conduct. In 
con.seqnenoe he sent me a paper wdiieh, with my replies, wall 
he seen in translation No. 1/ and in which I trust it will be 
found I have acted in strict conformity to instructions in 
determining- as a principle that no long established Surdai’ on 
the left hank of the Sntledge, not holding lands the immediate 
gift of Runjeet^ can be molested for a refusal to attend him 
in the Punjab. 

5. From Rooper I proceeded to Palassean, the ro.sidenee 
of Rajah Ram Sum, late of Hiudoor, and had the satisfaction 
of hearing from him the most grateful acknowledgments to 
the British Government for their seasonable protection, and 
the restitution of the four disputed villages of Bhutowley, 
which I ascertaiued on the spot to be strictly within the valley 
of Puujore, and, though situate on rising ground, most 
distinctly separated from tlie hills w'hieh could have afforded 
the Goorkha any pretext for his encroachment. 

C. The coiantry from Palassean to Bnddian all belongs to 
Ram Sum, and it was Avith equal surprise and pleasure that 
I observed the very great improvement Avhich had taken place 
in his district since my last ruslt to the valley. I found on 
enquiry that many of his old subjects from Hindoor had fled 
to him from the grievous oppression of the Goorkhas, and 
that he had so considerablj' increased the cultivation and 
produce of his lowland possessions that it was doubted 
whether in point of revenue he Avas a loser by bis expulsion 
from his hereditaiy Raj. 

’ Xot traceable in tbe Punjab Records. 
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7. Ill PuTijore proper^ wliicb, Lelougs to Pufcteealah, there 
is not much alteration^ thougli tlie .soil seems excellent with a 
great command of water; but this may be attributed as 
much to the want of that local influence possessed by Ptajah 
Pam Sum as to a want of due attention in the management. 
I shall nop however, neglect to point out to the present 
administration of Putteealah the g'reat improvement of which 
it appears susceptilile and the means most likely to effect it, 
and I liope the tour now making by the JMaha Rajah and ^his 
conlidential minister, IMisser PTowdha, for the correction of 
past ahnses and the introduction of new reforms, will be 
extended to that cpiarter. 


Condition of 

Pinjore 

proper. 


S. Prom Punjore on the 10th of Novemlier I crossed Interview 
the valley to a place of worship c.alled Kalka, and immediately Gurklm° 
under and about a mile distant from the fort of Tucksal Commander, 
held my interview with Ummer Sing Thapp.a., who in a 
long’ and laboured speech expressed his joy at the amicable 
termination of all dispate.s, and his regret that he was not 
fully informed l3y his Vakcol and different messengers of 
my anxiety for the restitution of Bhutowley, I answered 

this speech by saying that I was equally gratified bj^ the 
amic.ahlc termination and that, as the places were now restored, 
there was one essential benefit which had occurred by the 
delay, that each of us had received such instructions that there 
was scarcely a possibility of the recurrence of dispute. 

9. After many enquiries respecting Mr. Hastings and 
different gentlemen who had been on the Missions to Nepanl, 
he expressed himself very anxious that my Assistant, Mr. 

Ochterlony, and his second sou, who was present at the meet- 
ing, should exchange turhauds. To this unexpected reqriest I 
was at a loss at first wh.at to reply, hut at last told him that I 
should lie glad of any circumstance which would mark our 
personal cordiality ; hut, as his request might be made under 
erroneous impressions, it wnas necessary to inform him that our 
usages were es.sontially different, and, though his son might 
succeed to a share of the pow’er and command -which lie 
himself enjoyed, j\Lr. Ochterlony wvas not even a military man, 
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but attticlied personally to me, U’bo might be removed soon to 
another command. His anstver was that lie did not wish it 
on such an account, but to prove our personal friendship ; and 
the ceremony was generally adjusted by himself, except that, 
as Mr. Ochterlony did not wmar a turband, I desired that he 
might jmesent his new brother with a liliillut in which there 
should be a turband and receive one in return. 

10. On my tahing leave none of the usual ceremonies 
of exchanging presents as in Hindoostan occurred, but he 
requested I would allow his relation, Ehugty Thappa, to visit 
me at Punjore the following day, as he and many of his troops 
wmre very anxious to see us, but he had not permitted them to 
accompany him till he could ascertain that such a crowd would 
not be disagreeable. 

11. This rel.ation, attended by a most curious rabble 
called troops, visited me the following day, briuging with hirn 
from XJmmer Sing many birds, some deer and other animals, 
natives of the hills, but none either curious or rare, excepting 
a female musk deer, which, if thought worthy of conveyance, 
shall he forwarded to the Right Hon’ble the G-ovornor-Gen- 
eval by the earliest opportunity. 

12.. On the 12th we arrived at Munny Majra, where the 
Rajah, Gopaul Sing, expressed his gratitude for the honor’s 
recently conferred upon him through the kind consideration of 
the British G overnment ; and here I received the representation 
of which jSTo. 2 is a translation,^ and forms one of many 
instances and proofs th.at an inadequate knowledge of their 
own situation, and a dread of the power of Jodh Sing, Knlsia, 
has induced numbers, against their inclinations and to their 
great loss, to accompany that Chief on his excursions to the 
Punjauh from which he alone reairs advantage from the 
bounty of Runjeet, at the expense of those who acquired their 
possessions, as he did his own, by division in their earliest 
conquests, and many of whom had originally much larger 
shares and superior power. 

’ Not traceable in the Punjab Records. 
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13. From Mminy ]\Iajra I proceeded to Puamgarli and Visit to 

Vllld^CS 

from Famgaidi to Ptaipoor. I rvent round by tbe %dnag'e of recently re- 
PeroTvdey, one of tlie late usurpatious of Ummer Sing, T;'hicli 
village I found to consist of not more than at tlie utmost 
iiocnty bouses, but situate (notwitbstandiug- all I bad beard) 
most decidedly on tbe bills rybicb I consider as tbe Goortba 
territory, and for v’bicli it is easy to account only by suppos- 
ing tbat tbe cboice was made to secure tbem against tbe 
anarcby, discord and confusion wbieb 2 )revai]ed amongst tbe 
Silcbs tbemselves till our arrival. Tbe arable land, bowever, 

(wbicb is considerable), belonging to tbe village is as decidedly 
on tbe plain, within tbe ju'otected districts, but, having ascer- 
tained its exact situation, I thought it my duty to write to 
tbe proprietors that, though tbe lands were on tbe 2 >lain, tbe 
site of the village was not only contrary to what they bad 
stated, but highly objectionable, and if they did not remove 
tbe village to tbe plains, wbicb alone were valuable, I should 
not think it my duty to make any exertions in their favor 
if any future disputes should occur. 

14'. Between Raipoor and Naraingarb I again struck 
towards tbe bills and ins^iected tbe late scene of contest, 
bloondlai, wbicb is what they call a giirhy with small hollow 
bastions witlr walls hardly so thick as a common dwelling 
bouse,- but, tbcugb neither so high on tbe bills or distinctly 
marked as Berowley, is still on a small table-land at their 
very base, and in truth so connected with tbem tbat were it 
not for tbe circumstance of tbe cultivatable lauds belonging 
to ,it being also on tbe ^ilain, our right of interference would 
have been questionalde •, and I again from Naraingarb wrote 
to tbe 2 »i’oprietors at Ramgarb my observations res^^ecting 
tbe site of Moondlai, but as I proceeded I beard of others 
belonging to Surdars of the protected districts, and, unless tbe 
cultivatalile land rather than tbe site of tbe village is to be 
tbe criterion of protection, it may be difficult to decide on 
future claims, though I do not .n.j^prebend any are likely to 
arise, for it appears to me tbat Ummer Sing would have 
used other arguments in our late discussions if be bad not 
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truly considered that tlie only value of the villages vas in 
the arable lands attached to them on the plain. 

15. From Naraingarh I proceeded to Sadhowra^ where 
I took the op23ortunity of Mly investigating Jodh Sing 
Kulsiah^s right of expelling Punjaub Sing from the property 
in that ialooqica. 

16. This petty Surdar had fled to Putteealah on the 
seizure of his lands, and had gone with the troops ordered 
to effect the evacuation of Moondlai with the small number of 
his adherents, and his first representations artfully stated that 
his joining the Panee’’s troops in obedience to my orders was 
the sole cause of the enmity and ill-usage he had received. 
This representation, seconded and confirmed bj^ letters from 
Putteealah, induced me to write to Jodh Sing that I had 
strong doubts whether he had any real autliority over Punjauh 
Sing, hut if he was his Ilissuldar or even his household 
servant he should not lose a IccgaJi of ground for serving the 
British Government and oheying my orders. 

17. Jodh Sing replied that the complainant was his 
IlissidJar, but that it was only for old ofiences that he had 
confiscated his property, and, so far fi’om considering his 
obedience to my orders as a crime, he himself had sent a 
small party to join the Putteealah troops. 

18. The translation Uo. 3’ is ch’awn up from the answers 
I received myself during my stay there from one of the oldest 
and best informed inhabitants, and from replies given to an 
under-moonshy whom I ordered to remain behind to prosecute 
the enquiry, giving him leading points for his guidance in 
the investigation. 

19. Prom this prolix detail it will be most satisfactorily 
proved to His Lordship in Council that, although Punjaub 
Sing did not suffer from the cause he represented, he did not 
owe the smallest portion of his possessions to the bounty of 
Jodh Sing’, Krdsia ; that in truth his first offence was his 
resisting what he considered an undue exercise of authority, 

’ Xot traceable in the ruiijab Records. 
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nnd tlie second his not obcjdng an order to attend him to the 
Punjanb, in TThich^ particular!}" in the expedition to Cashmere, 
they had sustained great loss, ndiilst he alone received remu- 
neration. The only kindness -which he received was the 
temporary shelter of his mother, and his influence (not his 
active interference) to obtain her leave to reside in her own 
house unmolested, but without the means of suljsistence. To 
counterbalance this solitary act of kindness, he had previously 
seized their principal village that gave name to the tribe of 
Zufferpooreaus, which he retains to this day. 

30. Of the horse which he constantly carries into the 
Puniaub to attend in all Runjeet^s expeditions, a very large 
proportion is of the description of people who, without possess- 
ing anything by his gift, joined him, as his power increased, 
either to secure themselves from his veugeauce, in the hope 
of plunder, or a combination of both (manuscript illegible). 

21. As there is no longer plunder on this side and their 
attendance on the other is attended with loss, they revolt at 
this forced service, and view with envy the comparative ease 
and comfort of those of their brethren who are attached to 
Chiefs having no connection with Runjeet, and call for the 
performance of such duties as they willingly perform and 
leave them much leisure to remain at home and superintend 
the shares acq^nired by their ancestors, 

33. I trust it will appear to His Lordship in Council 
that, if .Todh Sing was less decidedly and notoriously hostile 
to the British Government, and it was not a matter of policy 
to lessen his influence, still that this class of people would 
merit relief, and humanity would interfere to prevent their 
being forced from their homes to distant and dangerous 
expeditions for the mere pmrpose of aggrandizing an individual 
at their expense. 

33. If it is not thought necessary to prevent his taking 
such as choose to follow his forLines, it seems unjust that he 
should compel others to share them who are satisfied with the 
comfort they might enjoy under British protection, and who 
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cannot be tliouo'bfc the less entiLled to it because they ave 
Ti eak and he is poAVCidiil. 

"4. Of a still more oppressive description is No. 44 from 
the Patnns oS; Ivhizerabad, from v'hom^ having- wrested one- 
lialf of their oriNnal possessions, he now wishes to demand 
personal service. 

25. From Khizerabad I proceeded to Booriah, -where I 
had the greatest pleasure in settling- all causes of dispute and 
effecting- what I hope will prove a cordial and permanent 
reconciliation between tlic two sous of Sbair Sing, and, 
tboug'b I was not so sncccssEul in getting the confidontial 
servants of these 3'ontbs to ag-ree to a compromise of any 
kind between them and the Eanee of Bhngwan Sing, who 
now holds the other half of Booriah, j'ct, as they have now no 
just groniul of 'cavil or discord, I hope, thorrg’h I could not 
make them friends, their enmity will no longer be attended 
■u’ith those atrocities w'hicli have hitherto attended it, 

2G. On my return towards Loodeaua, and as soon as I 
entered the road that leads from Kuriiaul to Loodeana, I was 
harassed and g-rieved at every stage to hear that the detach- 
ments passing aud repassing- between these two stations, and 
even individual sepahees g'oing- on leave or discharged the 
service, rvere in the habit of .seizing. peojde (heegars) to carry 
their baggage. I could only jn-omise that I w'Ould give the 
subject considei-aiion and endeavour to find a remedy. 

27. Cruel and oppressive as this practice appears, it is, 
I believe, general tlu-ougbout Hindoostan, and every village 
gives up a ]iortion of its land to Chumars who are bound to 
perform this service ; but it is not to be doubted that tins 
arrangement w'as intended for the benefit of individual trarml- 
lers, and that large bodies passing must require much greater 
aid than such an cstablislimcnt can yield or so small a part 
of the population furnish, and it therefore happens that 
women, children aud others of the better classes are seized 
for these purposes. 

' 2sot traceable in the Punjab Records. 
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28. I am aware that this practice is expressly j)roliibitod 
ill our own provinces^ Init I am assured from whnt I consider 
very good authority that it still in a certain degree prevails^ 
and that the only places reallj^ exempt from the oppression are 
those where police thauas are actually established. 

29. It should be the duty of the Commanding- Officers 
of Loodeana and of Kurnaul to tahe care, when detachments 
are ordered to pass through this country, most particularly to 
explain that no seizures of this kind will be permitted, and 
that they must take with them the carriage re.piisite for the 
conveyance of their baggage ; but in order to give greater 
effect to this prohibition J w'ould most Immljly suggest that 
the general orders and regulations on this subject should be 
declared cxpres.sly to extend to the Protected districts. 

30. In order, on the other hand, to remedy any incon- 
venience or distress wdiich might he sustained from this 
regulation in cases of casualties on the march, I would beg 
leave to be allowed to write to ihe several Chiefs on the roads 
that they are expected and enjoined to give everj' assistance to 
British troops passing, ivho will pay for rrhatever is received, 
hut that in the particular iustance of bec/ji/rs the Thauadars 
should be directed to comply with auy requisition from an 
officer to the very extent of his means, and that for every man 
so ref|ulred he should previously receive at the rate of four pice 
per man for the succeeding- march, in order tha.t the people so 
employed mig-ht clearlj^ understand their services were not 
insisted on without a due reward. 
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31. If the Thauadars were once authorised to refuse 
these people without tlie^^ received au advance, I have no 
doubt that a very g-reat source of oppression would cease, in its 
lieing no longer demanded by the smaller detachments and by 
individual sepaliees or travellers who now claim the assistance 
authoritativel}^. 

32. I take the liberty to recommend this subject to the 
consideration of the Piglit Hon^ble the Governor-General in 
Council as one which affects our character with our protege's, 
who perha2)s have heard of our prohibitive rules on this 
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subject in our own territory and may be astonished at its 
usual adoption in their own. 

33. I now come to the 5th ^ and last document' accom- 
panying this dispatch, and beg leave to mention that the 
duties said to he paid on a float of timber are, I have not 
the least doubt, perfectly correct, as I ordered them to be 
purchased for myself and taken all the way to Elurnaul for 
the express purpose of ascertaining at what ghauts duties were 
levied and what from each. The other paper is made out 
from my own enquiries at and between Khizerabad and Pouuta 
(the Kaarcleh post) and from the accounts of a man whom I 
emploj'cd very shortly after the recei2)t of your instructions to 
that effect. 

3fl. It was ascertained to my perfect satisfaction that 
his account of the several ghauts and the sum for v'hich they 
were farmed was correct, but it w'as not found practicable to 
conjecture what portion of this sum could be reckoned as 
timber duties ; but with the information now obtained a 
specific demand may be made of what they themselves 
estimate the timber duties, without danger of great exaggera- 
tion. I am, however, now perfectly satisfied that this source 
of vexation, trouble aud inconvenience to individuals as well as 
travellers does not yield the annual sum of 5,000 rupees to the 
whole body of proprietors of ghauts. If stated at much less 
it would perhaps be nearer the truth, hut the duties, though in 
the aggregate very considerable, are not the worst effect of 
their interference, for I believe a float seldom passes in which 
part is not stolen by their servants or for themselves, and 
sometimes of four or five one complete float is seized as 
recently done by a son of Jodh Sing, Kulsiah. 

.35. It may be thought most proper aud dignified in the 
British Government to make a reasonable compensation to the 
proprietors of these ghauts ; but if it is so doue, I beg leave to 
express my hope that it will be offered, authoritatively and 
expressly, to take from them the shadow of a pretext for the 
obstruction of any tindaer whatever, public or private. But 
' Isot traceable iu the ruujab Eccords. 
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the more I reflect on the subject — and I have given it every 
consideration since the receipt of your letter — the more I am 
convinced that not one of the Surdars will consider himself 
repaid by any sum which can be given to restrain him from 
exercising what he in his pride considers a privilege of his 
sovereignty. I therefore do not really thiuk^ notwithstanding 
the essential benefit conferred should render these duties but 
as a straw, they would feel or acknowledge either justice or 
generosity in the intended compensation, and I am most hum- 
bly of opinion that a right which they will hot willingly and 
gratefully compromise had better be abolished liy authority. 

36. No. 5 ^ would have been the subject of a separate 
dispatch, if I had not perceived on the list of ghauts where 
duties are levied one (DakowljO f^ielonging to Goolaub Sing of 
Thaueisur. 

37. When the Right Honflfle the late Governor-Gen- 
eral so far consulted the inclinations and feeling-s of the 
Protected Surdars as to determine it unadvisahle to establish 
a judicial tribunal within their territory, he still deemed it 
expedient to afford protection and redress to British subjects 
to a certain extent by directing that offenders should he sent 
for trial to the Resident of Dehli, and it should have been the 
wish, as it was the duty, of Goolaub Sing to have a full in- 
vestigation of the conduct of the Goojers, Roopa and Salabut, 
who had given snch just ground of their being parties or 
accessory to the phmder of the banker^s servants by their 
detention during the clay and their expulsion from the village 
at an hour when they knew there was great danger of the fact 
which did actually occur. No positive proof of their being 
actually concerned in the deed was brought forward, and, if he 
had not been apprehensive that an encpiiry would establish 
their guilt, or that they had acted under his authority and 
given him a share of the plunder, there appears no good reason 
for his refusal to send them either to Dehli or Loodeana. 

38. If they were considered innocent, they would have 
been unpunished by the Resident of Dehli, and if they were 

^ Not traceable in the Punjab Eecords, 
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guilty^ cbastlsemeub would have been merited. By screening 
the offenders be increases the susjoicioUj by the parties injured 
most firmly believed, that be participated largely in tlie 
joIuiKler of their property, and that these men and others are 
maintained by him for such purposes. Had the bankers been 
inhabitants of Thaneisur and Pulwul had been a Aullage 
belonging to another Surdar, Goolaub Sing, according to the 
usage of this countiy, would have first made his complaint to 
the proprietary Surdar and established the fact of the robbery 
within the limits of his village and jurisdiction, and failing of 
redress, if he thought himself equal in strength or power, he 
would have taken the first opportunity of cariying off the 
cattle of the place accused, or he would have seized and 
detained the first inhabitant of Pulwul he could lay hold of 
till his subjects were indemnified. 

89. This is the constant practice, and it is not long since 
a complaint was made in exactly a similar case that Bhuuga 
Sing, the uncle of Goolaub Sing, had seized four hundred head 
of cattle from a village belonging to Booriah, on the ground 
that an inhabitant of Thaneisur had been robbed of 1,300 
rupees, and the ]>eople of Booriah only complained of this act 
because it was done Avithout any previous demand on them for 
justice and without establishing the fact that the robbery was 
committed at the village to which the cattle belonged. 

40. That justice therefore, wliich he Avould haA’e been 
compelled to do to tbe dependant of another Surdar, be refuses 
to the British Government because he has not yet seen an 
instance of their indemnifying their subjects by the seizure 
of cattle, or by any positiAm demand of restitution, in the 
numerous instances of robbery which ha\'e occurred to detach- 
ments and indiAudnals at and in the vicinity of Thaneisur. 

41. It Avill not, I trust, he denied that, whilst the 
British Government affords its benignant and gratuitous 
protection to a whole country, tbe servants and dejjendants of 
that GoA'ernment should i^ass through it unmolested, but I 
much fear such effects AA'ill not be the spontaneous result o£- 
the consideration or gratitude of those protected ; and, as a 
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most unmerited delicacy Las decided tLat a judicial tribunal Rol^licry of n 
sball not be establisbed, T am persuaded there will be no pre- i^i'^nesar 
veution of these frequent acts of plunder but by a specific and 
distinct notification to all the Surdars that they must be 
themselves responsible for the full amount^ given on oatb^ of 
all losses sustained by British subjects within their respective 
territories, 

43. It is in the instance of Goolaub Sing of Thaneisur 
most clearly proved that the robbery took place in his lands ; 
that his people detained the banker’s servants during the day 
and forcibly expelled them towards evening ; that the men 
guilty of this forcible detention were pointed out in his 
presence and are the dependants, if not the hired servants, of 
Goolaub Sing; and that he has declined sending these persons 
to Loodeana or Dehli for investigation of their conduct. 

43. Under all these circumstances it appears a duty 
iucumhent on me to recommend that a demand of the restitu- 
tion of the 1,760 rupees should in the first instance be made 
from Goolaulr Sing, and in the event of his refusal that the 
village and ghaut of Dakowly should he taken possession of 
by a British force, and either kept entirely or till the full 
amount of the loss sustained by the bankers is collected from 
the ghaut and produce of the village. 

44. I venture most humbl}^ to recommend this measure 
in the firm persnasion that one instance of the exercise of such 
authority will have the most salutary consequences, if not 
entirely put a stop to the practice of robbery and even more 
effectually than a demand that the prerpetrators shall be 
delivered up) to justice. 

45. It remains for me now only to express my hop^e 
that His Lordship) in Council will receive the sentiments and 
suggestions which I have thought it mp'- duty to offer with 
that indulgence I have been accustomed to c^ip^erienee, and to 
assure you that if I have failed in obtaining all the ends I 
proposed by my excursion it has not been from want of 
exertion or diligence. 
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4G. Tliis dispatch -n-ill, as usual^ he forwarded through 
the Resident of Dehli, and, whilst his superior judgment will 
aid, amend and saj'^port any useful suggestion, his local 
experience and information will correct my opinions on any 
proposition of an nuadvisahle or improper tendency. To 
suppress abuse and unjustifiable oppression, to prevent plunder, 
and to show the British Government mild and just, but firm 
in the exercise of their undoubted authority, are the objects 
of my anxious solicitude ; but whether the means I have 
ventured humbly to projiose are best for their attainment is 
for the enlightened judgment and wisdom of His Lordship 
in Council to determine. 


163. From Golonel B. OcuTEitioyr, Agent, Governor- General y 
Loodeana, to J. Ada.v, Esquire, Secretary to Govern- 
ment in the Secret, Folitical and Foreign Fepartment , — 
No. 187, dated Loodeana, the 20th of Decemhor 1813, 

Ik my report of the 18th instant, No. ISG,^ I omitted to 
mention that the visit of Bhugty Sing Thappa on the 11th at 
Punjore had other objects than the mere delivery of the birds, 
&c,, or of seeing me. After having presented these articles 
and requesting my acceptance of them as of no value, but as 
curiosities, the produce of the barren hills he commanded, 
he requested a private conference, in which he stated at great 
length, and as he said by desire of Ummer Sing Thappa, a 
detail of the siege of Kangra, and attributed their final 
retreat, not to the superior conduct or bravery of Runjeet 
and his forces, but to an immerited confidence in the most 
solemn promises of Runjeet, which to the last moment had 
deceived them by assurances that he had no intention to 
interfere in the engagement which Sunsar Chund had entered 
into of delivering that fort on a particular day ; that Ummer 
Sing was most anxious to retrieve the credit he had lost by 
being the dupe^tf this treachery and to punish it, and wished 
to obtain my permission to make a second attack on the fort 
of Kangra and to obtain my advice on the subject. 1 told 

* 102 supra. 
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him that Kangaa was a place which did not in any shape 
belong- to us, or come under our protection, and that ol: course 
Ummer Sing might act as he pleased on the subject ; but 
if he asked my private opinion as to the expedienc}^ I thought 
there was little chance of his succeeding in an euterprize 
which before cost him more than three year.s'’ labor when only 
defended by Suiisar Ghund, and that he must be aware that 
the place w'as now plentifully stocked with provisions and 
would not only be deCended by a strong- garrison rrithln, but 
by a numerous force without. 

2. He wished to insinuate from his reply that Ummer 
Sing- thought himself ecpral to co]re with any troops Pamjeet 
-would bring if assured of our non-interference ; but at leng-th 
plainly said that Ummer Sing- considered us only here v.nth 
an inteutlou to advance hereafter and posscs-s ourselves of the 
Puujaub.’’^ I assured him that this idea was most erroneous, 
and that whilst iluujeet observed, as he had hitherto done, his 
eng.ag'ements with the British Government such an event was 
im})ossible, and that Ummer Sing mig-ht easily see that the 
Government could have no wish to extend its power or increase 
its revenue by the simple fact of onr affording a gr.-ituitous 
protection to the Sikh Surdars on tliis side (he Sutledge. 

:3. Though he did not speak his sentiments in plain 
terms, I could easily perceive that he did not give due credit 
to my assertious, aud that the fact I alluded to as well as my 
denial of any future attempt on the Bunjanb were, the one 
considered only in furtherance of a greater object, and the 
other attributed to a deep policy which sought to conceal it; 
hut he pretended to acquiesce aud relinquished the suliject. 
He then disclosed the evident motive which had led to the 
exchange of tnrbauds, w’hich had excited my surprise, by 
meulioning that the youth who had become the adopted 
hrotlier of J\Ir. Ochtcrlony was afflicted by a certaiu disorder 
wdiieh had attained a dreadful height, was d.aily undermining 
his constitution and had baflled all the skill of their best 
physicians, and he made an urgent reipiei t that one of our 
iSurgeons mig-l.t be sent to attend him. 
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-i. Ill reply I apsurecl liim tliaC if one could have been 
epareclj I would with pleasure have asked a- gentlemau to 
comply with his wishes, hut W'e had so few that it was 
impossible ; but if the Kajee tvould send the young man to 
Loodeana, he should be taken the greatest care of and a medi- 
cal gentleman -would give him the best advice. 


5. The young man according-ly arrived here on the 6th 
instant and lives in tents near my house pitched for his 
accommodation, and the letter of which I have the honor to 
transmit a translation was written in consequence of this lad 
har'ing repeated the same proposals and many of the same 
arguments made use of by Bhugty Sing Thappa at Punjore. 

G. Considering it my duty to transmit the letter, I 
have been obliged to enter this explanation, as it would have 
been unintelligible without a reference to the preceding 
conversations and the circumstance of the sou of Ummer 
Sing being now at Loodeana. 


164 - From J. Af/./v, E.^^cjuirc, Sccrcianj (o Governmeitt in ihe 
Secret, PoUliral and Fc>rci>jn Dejyartmcnf, to Colonel 
D. OciiJ'EHLOXi', Aijcni, Governor-General, Lodhiana , — 
No. 1S6, dated the Itli Fchniarij IS14. 


Orders of Gov- 
crnniont on 
the preceding 
dcsp.atc'lius. 


I AAi directed to acknowledg-e the receipt of your dis- 
patches No.s. 1S6 and 187,* under dates the 18th and 
20th December, and to communicate to you the following 
observations and instructions on the scveiul points to which 
they refer. 

2. I am in the first place instructed to signify to yon 
the approbation of His Excellency in Covmcil of the general 
tenor of your proceedings, as described in your disimteh 
Ido. ISO, and the satisfaction whicdi Government has derived 
from the information wduch it affords of the trampul and 
prosperous condition of the countries under the protection of 
the British Government, and the feeling of respect for its 
authority and reliance on its justice -which appears to prevail 
among the Chiefs and inhabitants. 


’ 102 .lud ICS {.i' 2 >ra. 
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3. I now proceed to advert to the particular questions 
referred by you in the order in which they are treated in your 
dispatch. 

4i, Tlie tenor of your reply to the application of Bhoop 
Sing-, the Chief of Hooper^ is entirely approved, and the 
answers subsequently returned by j"ou to his written questions 
were ecpially proper. 

5. Runjeet Sing- can on no pretext claim the service 
of Chieftains not possessing- lands within the territory subject 
to his authority, and, so far from admitting such a right, the 
only hesitation which Government feels on the subject is 
whether the Chiefs under our protection and not holding lands 
on the right bank of the Sutledge should be permitted to 
attend E.unjeet Sing on his military expeditions. It may be 
]n-esumed, however, that few of them who are not under such 
an obligation will have aipr inclination to afford him military 
service, and it will therefore not be expedient to prohibit 
it by any express declaration which would perhaps wear an 
unfriendly appearance to Runjeet Sing. If it should appear 
to you, however, ou further reflexion that any essential oliject 
would be gained by formally prohibiting this practice, you are 
requested to state your sentiments ou the subject for the 
consideration of Government. 

G. The sentiments of gratitude expji-essed by Rajah 
Ram Snrii for the seasonable interposition of the British 
Government in his favor have afforded great satisfaction 
to the mind of the Governor-General in Council, and the 
improved state of his territoiy below the hills has gratified 
H is Excellency in Council in a high degree, as strongdy 
exemplifying the advantages resulting £]-oin the protection 
of the British Po-n-er. 

7. His Excellency in Council is pleased to observe that 
the young Rajah of Putteealah is engaged with his Minister, 
hlisser Nowdha, in the correction of abuses and the intro- 
duction of reforms, and that hlisser Nowdha continues to 
possess the confidence and to guide the counsels of the 
Rajah. 
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S. TliP repult of jour coiiforenco with Ummer Sinq- 
Thappa and with his relation Bhugtee Tliappa appears to have 
been on the whole voiy satisl’actoiy. The virtual admission on 
the part of Ummer Sing- of the justice of the late proceeding's 
of the British Government relative to the villages of Bhutow- 
l}" and to the lands of Eeronlj and IMundlai is pariicularly so. 

0. ni.s Excellency in Council approves of your availing 
yourself of the favorable opportunity described by you of 
conciliating- Ummer Sing Thappa by an act of kindness to 
his son. The tenor of your reply to Ummer Sing'T propo- 
sition conveyed through Bhugtee Thappa and afterwards 
repeated by Ummer Sing’s son, as reported hr your dispatch 
Ko. 1S7, was iu all respects proper and judicious. 

] 0. The birds, deer and other hill animals presented to 
you by Ummer Sing may be sent to the Presidenej^ a 
<'onvcnient opportunity consigned to the Persian Secretary to 
Government. 

]1. The Governor-Goner.al in Council concurs in the 
justice of your observations relative to Gopaid Sing of Munny 
I\Inji-a. The tenor of yonr reply to his statement appears to 
he equitable and proper, and it will prohabl}" remove the 
apprehension which he entertained of the power and enmity of 
Jodh Sing, Kulseea. 

]2, The discovery that the actual site of Berouly and 
j\Iundlai, though indicating- extreme want of ingenuousness 
on the part of the persons interested in the late question 
regarding those villages, docs not in anj^ respect invalidate 
the grounds on wdiich the decision of the Bi-itish Government 
■\vas since the whole of the arable laud depending 

'tears to be situated bolo-u’ the hills, and is therefore 
be under the protection of this Government on 
ich has been maintained by it and virtually 
mer Sing and the Government of Ni 2 wnl. 

ice and warning to the proprietors -was 
the motives for building these villages 
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in the hills may noTV' l^e eoiisldci-ed to be removed by the 
restoration of tranquillity in the low lands, it is to be hoped 
that the inhabitants will withdraw to the plains as the most 
effectual means of preventing- the occnrvence of future 
diR})utes. 

Id. The principle sugg-ested by 3-011 of making the right 
to our protection turn upon the local position of the land 
fit for cultivation, rather than the site of the village, is 
considered to be just and consistent with the svstcin on which 
Government has hitherto proceeded of rendering' the hills the 
boundaiy between the two States where no special c-ircum- 
stances exist to oppose that arrangement. 

].o. The Governor-General in Council has examined Caso of Cliiofs 
with attention the documents transmitted ly you 011 the Thfinesai^ 

, subject of the relative claims of Jodb Sing, Kulseea, and 
Punjab Sing and the remarks on that subject contained in 
3'our dispatch. 

1C. It would appear from the information which 3-011 
have collected that Punjab Sing- acknowledges that he placed 
himself under the aiithorit3- of Jodh Sing, an admission 
which accords with Jodh Singe’s assertion that Punjab Sing 
is bis Mif^siddar. Before Government can pronounce on the 
justice or injustice of Jodh Sing’s conduct, it w-ill be necesscoiy 
to ascertain the nature and extent of the association implied 
ly- that term. The offence of Punjab Sing- as described by 
himself was a voliintaip' exertion on bis part for the relief of 
others from the oppressions of Boostum, a mirdlia of Jodh 
Sing, 133^ inflicting punishment on him which constituted a 
veiy natural, if not a just, provocation on the part of his 
master. If Jodh Sing was entitled to command the services 
of Punjab Sing (a right implied by the subjection in which 
Punjab Sing placed himself), the former might not unjustl3- 
piinish the latter for withholding them. It is not quite clear 
to Government that Punjab Sing ’ did not owe the recovery of 
his lands from the usurpation of Chohar Sing to the aid 
of Jodh Sing. 



3GG LUDHIANA AGDNOY LEGORDS, ISH-J-I. [ Chap. 


CnfO of Cliicf^ 
of Kalsia and 
Tliaucsar. 


Ca";? of 
Patli.ans of 
Khiz.arnbad, 


17. It is further to be observed that Pimjah Sing- 
solicited oiir aid under false pretence^ — a circumstance which 
necessarily tends to shake the confidence of Government 
in the justice of his cause. Moreover, Government is at 
present po.ssessed of the statement of Punjab Sing- only, and 
is not apprised of Avhat Jodh Sing- may be able to offer in 
opposition to that statement and in defence of his OAvn 
pn-oceedings. 

IS. That the conduct of Jodh Sing as described by 
Punjab Sing is consistent w'ith the violence and injustice 
of Jodh SingT character cannot he denied, but before any 
pn-oceeding can he founded on the representation of Punjab 
Sing it will he necessary to establish its correctness on a more 
firm basis than his unsupiported assertion. His Excellency 
in Council therefore desires that yon will convey a rep)re.sen- 
tation on the subject to Jodh Sing and call on him for an 
expJanation of the circumstances, npion Avhich, aceompianied by 
the result of .such further enquiry as von may judge it 
necessary to piursue, the Governor-General in Council Avill 
be enabled to determine what ulterior proceedings it wfill be 
proper to adopt. 

19. The case of the Patau s of Khizerabad, if their 
statement he correct, is, as you have romarkod, an instance of 
very grievous oppn-ession on the p^art of Jodh Sing. But in 
this case also the Government is in possession only of an 
c.r jjarfe statement, and it Avould be desirable to obtain more 
pArecise information of the obligations invoh'ed in their 
connection with Jodh Sing. It appears by their own re- 
pn-esentation that they pay tribute or revenue to Jodh Sing, — 
a circumstance which gives room to helicAm that they are his 
subjects or dependants. 

JO. Your attention has already been drawn in the 5th 
parag-rapAh of this dispatch to the general cpnestion of the 
expiediency of piermitting Jodh Sing, or any Chief, in the 
interests of Bnnjeet Sing to empJoy the services even of 
tho.se Chieftains who arc willing to afford them. 
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21. The GoTeriior-GeiiPral in Council biglily approves Forced labour. 
o£ your having' brought under Ilis Excellency’s notice the 

abuse described in the SGth paragrapdi of your dispatch, — an 
abuse udiich demands an immediate remedy. That ndiicli 
you have suggested, namely the introduction into the 
Protected districts ol: the regulations already in force in 
the Honorable Company’s territories, accompanied bv notice 
to the Chiefs of the districts through which the principal 
roads lie, u'ould prohably be as effectual a one as can be 
adopted. The necessary measures will accordingly be taken 
for declaring the extension of the rules above referred to to 
the Sikh territory between the Jumna and the Sutledge, and 
you will be pleased to address the several Chiefs in the manner 
you propose. 

22. The Governor-General in Council has given a full Tiuibov duties, 
consideration to the sug-gestions wliich yon have offered 

relative to the duties levied on timber by the Sikh Chiefs on 
the Jumna. From tlie information obtained by your dili- 
gence it appears that the whole amount of these collections 
is so inconsiderable as to render the j-jayment of even double 
the amount, by way of coni 2 )ensatioii to the Chiefs for 
relincpTishing’ the duties, a consideration of little moment 
compared with the advantag’C of removing the existing 
restraints on a trade which is understood to be of so much 
importaneo to the inhabitants of the neighbouring pj-oviiice.s. 

23. In considering your proposition for abolishing- by 
authority the right exercised by the Chiefs in question of 
le^• 3 'ing duties, Ilis Excellency in Council has referred to the 
Proclamation, which was is.sued yon under the authority 

of the Governor-General 

- 3nl. Tl.o Chief, slu.ll reniaiu in the Council ill the year 

c.Kcrcise of tlie same nglits auti authority " 

williin their own possessions which tlicy 1809, aud Ili.S ExcelleilCJ’’ 
cnioved hefore tliev were taken nuder , . j .1 

tlie British protecti'on.” apprehends that the com- 

prehensive terms of the 3rd 
article, wliich is transcribed in the margin, must ho considered 
to preclude any authoritative .abolition of duties wliieli the 
2 iartics have been accustomed to collect. 
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2-i. The abolition oJE these duties^ then, without compen- 
sation for the sacrifice, can only be effected by means of 
negotiation and by an adjustment with the consent of 
the Chiefs interested, and ei'en the jiroposed commutation 
could scarcely be rendered a measure of compulsion. On the 
whole, then, it is the desire of Government that proposition 
may be made to the parties to surrender the rig-ht of collecting 
duties on tiinbsr in exchange for a fixed payment in mouc}’, 
the amount of which you are authorized to fix at a rate 
not exceeding' double the estimated amount of the duties 
collected, taking them at 5,000 rupees per annum. 

35. His Lordship in Council is aware that considc'rable 
difficulty must atteud the apport.ionment of this sum, and that 
it will involve the necessity of a negotiation with every Chief 
who at present levies duties above Kurnaul, hut is unwilling to 
reliucpiish the object in view wdthout a trial. In the event of 
its success. Government will deem it ecpiitable to obtain a 
partial compensation by enhancing the duty levied at Kurnaul. 
You will of course endeavour to reduce the amount of 
compensation to the Sikh Chiefs as much ])elow the maximum 
above authorized as may be practicable, 

■2G. From the information which you have obtained of 
the rates at w'hieh the general duties at the several ghauts are 
farmed and what you consider to be correct, it would seem 
th;it the w'hole amount of duties derived by the Chiefs collec- 
tively from their possession of the ghauts is upwards of 
llupees 10,000 per annum. It would certainly be desirable to 
effect tlie abolition of all dutie.s levied by tlie Sikh Chiefs on 
the Jumna, but, besides the additional charge ■which the 
compensation would produce, it inig-ht he more easy to obtain 
the surreuder of the timber duties only, by 'which means they 
would not only be great gainers in a pecuniary 2:ioiut of vieny 
but would still retain the privilege of sovereigntv to which 
they are supposed to attach a considerable value. It would be 
necessary in such an arrangement to stipulate that the 
remaining articles should not be rendered liable to a higher 
rate of duty than at jiresent. 
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27. Any arrang’ement which may be effected relative to 
these collections mnst include those levied hj" Begum Sumroo, 
with whom the Resident at Dehli will he in.structed to 
negotiate, and he will regulate his jn-oceediugs so as to render 
them as nearly as possible corre.sx3ondent with yours. 

28. The only remaining point in your dispatch recpiiring 
observation is T-he course of proceeding to be pursued towards 
Surdar Golaub Sing of Thanaisur, within whose jurisdiction 
a robbery was committed on the servants of IMoolchund and 
Gunga Ram, Bankers, of Lodhiana. 

29. The circumstances stated in the depositions taken 
by you constitute the strongest presiuni)tive evidence that 
the robbery was committed by the two Goojurs, Rnopa and 
Sulabut. It is equally clear that Golaub Sing is diposed to 
screen them and to evade the restitution of the plundered 
property, which under the circumstances of the case and the 
local practice of the country he is bound to make good. 

30. The Governor-General in Council entirely concurs in 
the justice of your observaiiou.s on this subject, and approves 
of your suggestion that a public notification .should be issued 
declaring all the Sikh Chiefs under the protection of the 
British Government to be persouall}’ responsible for the value, 
stated on oath, of all property plundered from British subjects 
within their re.spcetive jurisdictions. Yon will accordingly be 
pleased to promulgate a notification to this effect in the 
name of the Governor-General in Council. 

31. Tbith respect to the particular case of Golaub Sing', 
you w'ill he pleased to apprize that Chief that the cireumstaiice 
of the robbery of the bankers’ servants has been reported by 
you to the Governor-Geueral in Council, and that you 
have been instructed hj^ His Excellency in Council to demand 
restitution of the amount, either by immediate payment or by 
such in.stalments as you may settle, and that iu case of failure 
you have been authorized to take such measures as may 
be necessaiy for enforcing pajunent. 

32. H this demand will not be complied wuth, you will 
be pleased to carry into effect the measure which you have 
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territory. 
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of Cliiefs for 
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Thauesar. 
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suggested of occupying tlie village and gliaut of Dakowlic 
by a British force and retaining it until the arnount plundered 
from the bankers shall either be repaid or made good from 
the produce of the village and ghaut. 

33. You Avill of course apply for any aid^ which may 
be required for giving effect to these instnietions, to Mr, 
Metcalfe, to whom this dispatch will, as usual, be transmitted 
under an open cover, and who will consider it as couA'eying 
to him the requisite authority for compl}dng with any 
application which jmu may make to him. 


Commenrla- 
tiou of Colonel 
Ochterlony. 


3d. In concluding this dispatch I am instructed to 
assure you that the Governor-General in Council entertains 
the highest sense of the great knov, ledge and ability manifest- 
ed by you in the course of the proceedings to which it refers;, 
as well as of the general merits of your conduct in the 
performance of the delicate and arduous duties of your 
station. 



chapter IV- 



Snspeuslen of comincrcuil iutercourse witli the Nepalese — Impenillug liosliU- 
tics with the Gurkhas — Timber duties — Account of the hill districts 
occupied hy the Gurkhas — Appointment of Colonel D, Ochterlony 
to command the force proceeding against the Gurkhas — Arrival of 
family of Shah Sliuia-uT-JIulk <at Ludhiana — Overtures of the Gurkha 
Oommauder — Eepresciitatiou of Begnir. Saiuru — Escape of Shah 
Shuja-ul-Mullc from Lahore— Acknou'lcdguieut of services of illajor- 
General D. Ochterlouy— Appointiucut of Major- Geuoral Ochterlony as 
Superintendent of Political Affairs and Agent to the Governor- 
General in the territories of the Protected Sikh and Ilill Chiefs — Settle- 
ment of Hill territories coneprered from the Gurkhas. 

165- From Colonel D. Ocuterloxt, Ageni, Governor- General, 
Loodeana, to J, Adaoi, Esqnire, Secretary to Governrnen-t 
in the Secret, FoUficad and Foreign Department , — ■ 
No. ISS, dated flic 26 fh of May 1814. 

I DAVE the honor to tvausmit herewith the copy of a 
letter which I jaclged it expedient to send to Ummer Sing 
Thappa ill cousecjuence of an iirsee sent by him to me and 
intended for transmission to the Right Hon’ble the Governor- 
General. 

2, It was left opeig and^, as the best elucidation of my 
own letter^ I directed my mooushy to take a copy, though I 
deemed it improper to send it as an official document. 

3. I really feel at a loss whether to aseidbe the tenor 
of it to his own orders or to the ignorance of the people 
employed to write his or explain my letters. 


Correspond - 
euce ijetweeu 
Colonel Ocli- 
terlouy and 
the Gurkha 
Commander. 
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Correspond- 
ence between 
Colonel Och- 
terloiiy and 
the Gurlcha 
Commander. 


Hctnrn oE the 
eon of the 
Ourklia 
Commander 
to his home. 
CiipTracions 
treatment of 
Mr. Dickson, 
w'eo cnreel 
him. 


4. From eA'cry conversa.tion lield with his son or servants^ 
as tve]] as from my ditferent letters^ he mig-ht easily have 
seen that I did not wish to be made the channel of any 
commuulentloii to Government from the Rajah of iSlapaul, 
and of this proposition in particular that I could not see the 
object or utility. 1 certainly did not tell him, as perhaps 
I ought, what I suppose to he his only reason for wishing 
any document in the nature of a treaty, and which it occurs 
to me can only be to forward liis own views in his meditated 
enterprizes on Kote Kangra and the country across the 
Sntledge by publishing that he has the concurreuce of the 
Rritish Government and the chance of the probable inference 
that they will he seconded and supported by their troops, and, 
supposing him to have reasoned so deeply, which is perhaps 
givi7ig him too much credit, that such an idea promulgated 
would lesson the force against himself by inducing Rnnjeet 
to retain troops to watch the motions of this detachment. 

5. It is, howei'er, very difficult to a.?sign motives for the 
actions of men who seem hardly to possess the faculty of 
reason, or doubt its existence in those with wdiom they 
have a point to carry; and what we have experienced from 
Ummer Sing in the late di.sputes does very little credit to 
Ins understanding and carries the fullest conviction of his 
falsehood and rapacif.y. 

6. I have been the more cautious on this occasion from 
a. suspicion that, though I may not hit upon the real object, 
it must be to answer some particular end in this quarter, or it 
could not have been necessary to mahe me the chauuel of 
coniinunication whcji hlajor Bradshaw is on the frontier of 
their counti'}' and so much nearer to the Rajah^s capital and 
the British seat of Government. 

7. After four months'’ care and attention to the son of 
Umraer Sing, IMr. Dickson thought he might return with 
safety, and, as the father had earnestly entreated that the 
physician who had attended mig’ht accompany him to IJrkhee, 
I thought it hut justice to Mr. Dickson to acquiesce in hi.s 
request, imagining that the de.sire to see him was to make him 
some recompense for saving the life of the youth, which they 
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generally acknowledgecl liad been done ; but it appears from 
that gentleinan^s account tbat^ so far from offering him any 
proper compensation for bis care and trouble, fl^ey u'isbed to 
retain bim in tbeir country by denying him a jlumpnun, 
the only conveyance suited to the country, and by vitbliolding 
from him every assistance for the eouvej-auce of hi.s baggage, 
though lie represented the necessity of his immediate return 
and that he had only twenty days'" leave of absence. He 
came away travelling’, on foot and on horseback, as well as he 
could over the mountains, and the people who were sent after 
him to see him through the country did not scruple to assert 
that they had instructions to obstruct him in his journey as 
much as they could without absolutely detaining him, and if 
possible to oblige him to return for want of the necessary 
supplies. 


8. I take the liberty of mentioning these circumstances 
in the hope that the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
may be pleased to order some remuneration to IMr. Dickson 
for much attention, care and trouble, and which ought to have 
been rendered unnecessary if dimmer Sing Thappa had 
possessed either liberality or gratitude. 


166 . From Colonel B. OcnTEiiLOxr, Agent, Governor- General, 
Boodeann, to J. Adam, Fsqnire, Secretary to Government 
in the Secret, Political and Foreign Bep)artment, — No, 
190, dated the 6th of June ISl-I. 


I DO not delay a moment in transmitting, for tbe 
information of tbe Right Honorable tbe Governor-General, 
tbe accompanying translations ^ of two A’ery e.vtraordinary 
letters received at a late hour yesterday evening. 


Overtures re- 
ceived by 
Colonel beb- 
terlony from 
Hukma Singh, 
Killadar of 
Lahore. 


2, They were written in tbe Goormookbi cbaracter, and 
explained sentence by sentence by tbe man who brought them. 
]VIy reply iu Persian was delivered on the instant to the 


’ iSiot trace.'ible in the Punjab Records. 
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bearer, who was impatient to depart and extremely cautions 
o£ being seen. 

3. His Lordship will very probably and with great 
reason susjreet that so strange an offer, conducted in so 
strange a manner, could only be made as an exiieriment to try 
how I should act on the occasion, or that they are mere 
fabrications for the purpose of duping me out of the hundred 
rupees “to le paid to the hearer.” Both these suspicions 
occurred to me, and I may be thought very credulous in 
declaring my belief that they are genuine; that the writers 
suppose they could effect what they promise ; and that if I 
had sent an encouraging reply subsequent correspondence 
would have developed their schemes more completely, have 
probably shewn that they are only subordinate agents in 
some grand plot, and have explained the advantages they 
expect for themselves. 

4. A universal discontent prevails, and some of the 
principal Surdars are most anxious to throw off the yoke 
which. If only occasionally burdensome and oppressive, is 
always mortifying to their pride. They cannot forget that 
Runjeet, whose summons to the field they now cannot 
disobey, was originally inferior in wealth and power to many 
over whom he rules with no lenient hand. They do not even 
feel security from obedience and submission, but are iu 
constant dread that he will seek pretexts to seize their 
possessions or seize them without even a pretext. They con- 
sider themselves as the mere instruments of his aggrandize- 
ment, to be thrown away when his meditated conquests of 
Cashmere and Mooltan are completed. They see the Surdars 
on this side the Sutledge protected in their property, no large 
bodies of troops to maintain, and uncalled for to support any 
ambitious projects or incur the danger and fatigare of distant 
expeditions. 

5. They see these things, and I cannot doubt that they 
envy them, independent of the dread universally entertained 
that their downfall is not far distant. They wish therefore 
to preyeut it by his ; and they may, and I have no doubt do, 
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hope that the change of masters would secure them their 
possessions^ and perhaps on better or less expensive terms than 
they now retain thcm^ compelled as they are to keep up as 
large a force as their revenues will retain, 

6. I have been led into this repetition of my numerous 
reports on this subject to shew that if I am credulous in 
supposing the letters to be bond fide offers, the opinion is 
warranted by circumstances, and it seems to me to be 
strengthened rather than weakened by the folly or by the 
cunning of the man entrusted, who either" accidentally betray- 
ed that Hookma Sing was corresponding with Futteh Khan 
on the same subject, or designedly mentioned it to stimulate 
me to an earlier decision. 


Overtnrc3 ra- 
ce’iveil by 
Cctlonol Och- 
lerlony from 
Hukma Sing’ll, 
Killadai' of 
'Lahore. 


7. I do not, however, think myself at perfect liberty to 
attempt to discover whether Hookma Sing and the other 
persons mentioned did or did not write the letters of which 
I have sent translations, lest I should he coirdemned for enter- 
ing into a correspondence in its nature not very honorable ; 
[ hut as the power and possessions of Runjeet increase he may 
at no distant period consider himself equal to a contest with 
the British Government. The idea once entertained, the 
attempt may be considered certain, and in the anticipation of 
the natural course of his unprincipled ambition my letter 
may be thought too abrupt, and that I might, believing the 
letters genuine, have left an o^wning for future intercourse 
and correspondence without affording the least encouragement 
to their immediate object, 

S. If His Lordship should deem it either expedient 
or necessary, I think it would not be difficult to discover not 
only whether Hookma Sing wrote these letters, hut to 
find out all his plans ; but, being of opinion that it was a 
matter capable of discovery, I hope His Lordship will 
excuse my not engaging hastily' in a business which could 
only be rendered justifiable by authority. 

9. The time, as I have before stated, may am've when 
Runjeeffs successes may suggest a hope of equal success 



Overtures re- 
ceived by 
Colonel 6ch- 
terlony from 
Ilnkma Singh, 
Killadar of 
Lahore. 
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agedinst the British arms, and I feel confident that, the hope 
once formed, a trial would not bo long delayed ; but should he 
provoke' hostility by aggression it may be justly a doubt 
whether policy would demand or justice require any compro- 
mise with subordinate Chiefs that could lessen or mutilate 
that territory, which I cannot doubt would be acquired by 
superior discipline in the cause of justice, 

10. Should such an event take place earlier than I at pre- 
sent expect or than appearances indicate, and it were thought 
proper to extend the present system of protection to the banks 
of the Uttock, Bunjeek’s possessions alone would be fully 
adequate to the maintenance of an army more than sufficient 
for the maintenance of a defensive force, and I trust it will be 
thought time enough to look out for such characters as 
Hookma Sing when Runjeet has provoked resentment and 
deserved chastisement. 


167 . From J. Adj.v, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Fort 
William, to Colonel D. OcuTEKLoyr, Agent, Governor- 
General, Lodhiana, — dated the 29th of June ISM. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
of the Gth instant, communicating the extraordinary overture 
received by you from Hoolcma Sing, the Killadar of Lahore, 
and enclosing a translation of yoiu- reply. 

2. The Governor-General entertains no doubt of the 
genuineness of the overture from Hookma Sing, and is 
persuaded that an encouraging reply on your part woidd have 
produced on his a more frank disclosure of the nature and 
extent of the design which he and his partisans may entertain 
against the power and authority of Runjeet Sing, as Avell as 
his own particular A'iews. 

3. Your reply is entirely approved by tbe Governor- 
General, and is calculated, as far as it will be known, to 
improve tbe impression which former circumstances must 
have made on the Sikhs of the honor, good-faith and modera- 
tion of the British Government, 



IV. ] LVBUIAliA AQBB!GY BEGORVS, 18 14- IS. 377 

4<. The attention of the Governor-General hag been 
drawn to your observations and reflections on the prol^able 
course which the passions and feelings of Ilunjeet Sing- may 
impel him to pursue hereafter in relation to the British 
Government. That Ruujcet entertains a just notion of the 
superior j^ower and g-reatuess of the British Government, and 
that he is at tliis moment desirous of avoiding any hazard 
of incurring its resentment, and even of cultivating its 
friendship, His Excellency believes to lie the case ; l)ut he 
does not regard as an improbable eoutiiigency tlie operation 
of a great change in the sentiments of Ilunjeet Sing in this 
respect if be shall continue to pexrsue with success the 
extensive sciiemes of con(|uest and aggrandizem eiit which 
constitute his ruling passion and the unalterable object of 
all his naeasiu'es. A further ui\iutei'ruj)ted career of prosperity 
will, it is ill the highest degree prohalde, lead him to form so 
erroneous and exaggerated an estimate of his own power, 
resources and military greatness as to induce him to believe 
that he may hazard a contest with the British Government. 

5. It is unuecess.ary to add that, u'hatever may lie the 
probabilit}^ or correctness of this expectation, it would not 
excuse the British Governmmt for engiging in any scheme 
ag-ainst that Chief, or for affording the .slightest countenance 
to his enemies or disaffected vassals and subjects, while 
he continues to abide l>y the terms of tlie existing engage- 
ments. 


168- Extract paragraphs 7 and 8 of a letter No. 102, dated the 
Stit, of July 1814, from Goloncl E. OewrERLO'ST, Agent, 
Governor- Croneral, Loodeana, to J. Auj.v, Esguire, 
8cc-rctaa-y to Government. 

[ Note. — T he fii-st &ix paragraphs relate to subjects the papers conuoctoil 
■ivith -which have not been priute;!. ] 

7. In my dispatch of the Gth idtimo I expressed ray 
belief that the letters I have reecived from Hookina Sing, 
&c., tvere genuine, and it now appears I was right in 
my hrsi suspicion that it was only an attempt to rob me of 

IS- 


Overtures ro- 
ceivocl by 
Colonel Och- 
ferlony from 
Hiikma Singh, 
Killadar of 
Lahore. 


Letters from 
Huiciiia Singh; 
pro veil to 1)G 
foigerici. 



378 LUBBIANA AGENCY BEGORDS, 181-1-15. [ Chap. 


Suspension of 
commercial 
iulercouvdo 
■with the 
Nepaleso. 


‘Be hundred rupees to the hearer,” as the man availed himsel£ 
of my seal and sig'natiire to the letter to Hoohma Sing, and 
irrote a Persian order for 200 rupees on a Banker at TJmritser 
for “Secret Services,” Avhich the Banker refused, as the seal 
was placed improperly, or did not correspond to the usual 
mode of writing. He promised to call again for the money, 
and the Banker wrote to mine, excusing himself for not 
paying it if it was a genuine order, and to shew it if it 
was a forgery. 

8. The frequent proofs I receive of a total want of 
principle and of a common attention to the duties of natural 
affection or gratitude led me in this instance to give too 
ready credit to Sikh baseness and treachery. 


169. From J. Ad./.m, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Fort 
William, to Colonel D. Ochturlox}', Agent, Governor- 
General, Lodhiana, — dated the 10th of June 1811, 

lNFoaiiA.TioN having been received of the expulsion, with 
considerable loss, of the tltannalis established in the resumed 
lands of Bootwul, and of the re-occupation of those lauds by 
the Nipaulese, the Governor-General in Council pi’oposes to 
take into his immediate consideration the course of measures 
which it will be proj^er to adopt under the actual circum- 
stances of the case. In the meanwhile His Excellenc}’’ in 
Council has resolved that all commercial intercourse between 
the British possessions and the Nipaulese territory shall he 
suspended, and the necessary orders will be issued for carrying 
the prohibition into effect on the frontier of the Honorable 
Company^ territories. 

3. His Excellency in Council considers it to be of 
importance that the prohibition should be extended to the 
countries lying between the Jumna and the Sutledg-e, and I 
am accordingly directed to desire that you will take such 
measures as may be expedient in concert with the local 
Chieftains for effecting this object. 
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S. The Governor-General in Conncil does not apprehend 
that anj" objection will be made by those Chiefs, whose 
enmity to the Nipaulese will probably induce them to enter 
cordially into the plan, and into any other measures which 
may hereafter be determined on, and the spirit and nature of 
whose connection with the British Government entitles rrs to 
demand their aid in support of the rights and interests of 
that Government. Tlieir cordial and voluntary concurrence in 
onr views is of course, however, extremely desirable, both on 
general grounds and as the pi'oposed prohilntion of commercial 
intercourse cannot he enforced without their co-operation. 

t. Before the proposed suspension of commercial inter- 
course can, however, be proclaimed, it is necessary to afford 
time to enable Mr. Rutherford to withdraw the public 
sorvaiits and property of Government established under his 
superintendence within the Nipaulese territory, hlr. Ruther- 
ford will be iustri;eted to take immediate measures for 
withdrawing' them, and to notify his having done so to the 
several magistrates and other public oflicers concerned. You 
will accordingly suspend the execution of the instiaictions 
communicated in this dispatch until you receive a notification 
to the above effect from IMr. Rutherford. It is superfluous 
to enjoin the utmost s.ecrecy with rega.rd to the inteutioiis 
of Government until the time for juitting them in execution 
shall arrive. 


170 . From J. Adjoi, E>;quire, Secretarn to Ctovernment, Fort 
William, to Golonel D. Ociii'EiiLOxr, Aqent, Governor- 
General, Lodliiana, — dated the 23rd of June 1S14. 

I AW directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
of the 2.6th Ma}" 181*1, •• enclosing a copj’- of your correspond- 
ence with Ummor Sing Thappa on the subject of bis desire 
to transmit through j^ou an iirzce to His Excellencj^ the 
Gov^ernor-General, accompanied by Jehureetas from the Rajah 
of Nepaul to His Lordshiphs address, and to inform you in 
reply that the tenor of your answer to Ummer Sing Thappa 

' 1G5 supra. 
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and youp resolution to return the JcJtnrccias to biin are entirely 
approA'od by His Excellency in Council. 

2. 'With reference to the concluding- paragraph of your 
dispatch, I am directed to state to you that His Excellency 
ill Council is disposed to grant some remuneration to IMr. 
Dickson for his attendance on Ummer Sing Thappahs son, 
T.diich appears to have met with a very ungrateful return from 
that Chief. You will accordingly be pleased to state, for the 
consideration of His Lordship in Council, the amount of the 
remuneration udilch you may deem to he adequate to the 
occasion. 

•3. I am also directed to take this opportunity of 
acknowledging the receipt of your dispatch of the 1st instant, 
containing some further particulars of the treatment experi- 
enced by hlr. Dickson on his accompanying Ummer Sing 
Thappa^’s son to Urkee, and enclosing a sketclC of the route 
from Lodhlana to that i^ace, and also a sketch of the routes 
from Lodhiana to Saliaruupore and Kurnaul, Avith a recom- 
mendation that the route of the public dawk, which now pro- 
ceeds by Putteealah, .should proceed by Surhind and Umballa. 

4. As it is always desirable to collect geographical 
information regarding places of which few opportunities offer 
of obtaining a correct knowledge. His Excellency in Council 
directs me to convey the acknowledgments of Government 
for the sketch of IMr. DicksonY route transmitted in your 
dispatch. With respect to the change of the route of the 
public dawk, the necessary communication on that subject 
Avill be made to the Post Master General. 


171 - From Colonel D. OenTERLONr, Agent, Governor-General, 
Looclcana, to J. Ada.v, Esquire, Secretary to Government 
in the Secret, Political and Foreign Department , — 
No. 193, dated the 9th of July 1811. 

I HAVE the honor to transmit herewith a letter' to mj^self 
and an iirzee for the Eight Hon^ble the GoA'ernor-Goneral 
received three days since from Ummer Sing Thappa, tog'ether 
with a copy and translation' of my reply which had been 

' Xot traceable in tlio Punjab Rpcor.ls. 
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written and des^^atcliecl befoi'e I Lad the honor to receive 
the commands of Idis Lordship contained in yonr letter of the 
10th ultimo. 

2. I thought it necessary to inform dimmer Sing that; 
strictly speaking, his urzee should not have been sent to me, 
but I did not think it advisable to refuse its transmission, as 
being'^at that moment totally uninformed of the state of 
affairs in that cpiarter, it mig'ht contain some matter which His 
Lordship in Council might deem of importance, and I was more 
particularly induced to compl}^ by the bold (but 23(?i'haps not 
the less false) assertion that some of the jilaces mentioned had 
been many years possessed bj'- his master the Rajah of Naipaul, 

3. I have thought it the more necessary to offer this 

apology for stepiring beyond the exact line of my duty as 
your letter received yesterday indicates that our thanas had 
been expelled from Palassean, which we had resumed, and 
consequently from such as had been jn’eved to belong' to us of 
right ; and this act must have been done by troops Ijelouging- to 
Ummer Sing, as I believe his chief command extends from the 
Sutledge to some line Irelow Bootwul, though divided amongst 
his family and relations into a number of subordinate. If I 
have erred in consenting to he the channel of any rejireseiita- 
tion from Ummer Sing, I hope I shall be even 

on the ground of not seeming to throw auy obstacle in the 
way of an early ex 2 danatiou and accommodation, and as it will 
afford an O 23 portunit 3 r to His Lordship in Council of stating, or 
enabling me to state, what is expected from liim. 

4. In consequence of jmrrr letter, I this morning sent 
for Ca23tain Webb, the present Sa 2 >erintendeut of Public Build- 
ings at this station, and nnder a solemn promise of inviolable 
secrecy advised him to withdraw his peo 2 )le as early as possible 
from the Goorkha 250ssessions in the vallej'- of Kaardeb, where 
he has many 25eople emjdoyed, and directed him to write that, 
as the rain^r season would not permit them to work at that 
2 dace, it was thought best to bring all the trees they had 2 )ur- 
chased to Loodeana without delaj^ that they might be cut up 
under cover. 


Cnrrespond- 
euee l)ct« cea 
Colonel Ocli- 
tei’lony and 
tlie Gnridia 
Commander. 


Impending 
hostilities 
with the 
Gurkhas and 
probable co- 
operation o£ 
Hill Chiefs. 
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Tinpcniliuj 
liostilities 
T\lth the Gur- 
khas and prob- 
nhle co-opcr- 
ntion of Hill 
Chiefs. 


5. In the 'way o£ military operations little can be 
expected from the Chiefs of this quarter from the very nature 
of the G'oorkha possessions ; but whene'S'er hostilities shall ho 
declared I dare say some hands of horse^ best acquainted with 
the roads and passes, would be gdad of an opportunity to enter 
the country for mere predatory purposes ; and it may naturally 
be expected that the Rajah of Nahan and all the other petty 
Rajpoot Rajahs of the Twelve-Portions or Barra Thakoorai 
have some cadherents in their respective countries and will be 
happy to avail themselves of any contest with the British Gov- 
ernment to recover their possessions ; and Suusar Chund, the 
Katoach Rajah, would doubtless be glad to cross the Sutledge 
and revenge the loss of Kote Kaugra, which he was compelled 
to yield to Runjeet for expelling them from his other posses- 
sions on that side, but whether to appropriate to himself or for 
the restoration of the former authorities may depend upon the 
intimation ho receives of the wishes and intentions of tlie 
British Government as communicated to him by hlr. Metcalfe, 
who has a native agent at his Durbar. He has a considerable 
body of Infantry commanded by a deserter from one of His 
IMajesty^s regiments, rvho now calls himself 0'’Brien, but was 
enlisted under another name which I do not at this moment 
recollect, but is well known in the Sth or 2Ith Dragoons, and 
in his new situation professes to be very zealous to serve his 
country. 

G. On the very first intimation of any disputes between 
the British Government and the Naipaulese it is natural to 
expect that I shall receive propositions from the agents of the 
fallen Rajpoot Chiefs, most of whom are now either banished 
from their respective territory or suffered to remain dependent 
on the Goorkhas for a scanty subsistence. Permit me to say 
how desirable it would be to receive early instructions as to 
the encouragement to be given to those between the Sutledge 
and Jumna. 

7. Kishen Sing, a relation of the Nahan Rajah, an 
active man and brave soldier, who defended Nariengiirh 
against Runjeet, is now I believe in the service of Putteealah, 
and might be usefully employed as a partizan in his native 
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couutrj^ ; whilst the greatest benefit might be derived from 
the local knowledge and experience of KluinugdeO; Jotsbee, 
mentioned by Captain Heavsey, rvitb unborn I have no 
acquaintance^ and have only heard of in terms which justify 
Captain Hearsey’s idea that he w'ould be nsefal. 

S. The Itaiab of Nahan himself is a mere imbecile, and 
I fear not at all popular in his own country, w'bere the 
inhabitants have been of late more reconciled to the Goorkha 
Government by the milder administration of Runjoor Sing, a 
son of Ummer Sing Tbappa. 

9. The valley of Kaardeh on this side the Sutledge, 
formerly under the Rajah of Nahan, is not, I believe, of very 
difficult access, and guns, I have reason to think, might be 
taken from one end to the other by the aid of a few Pioneers. 
The valley of Derah, which runs from Pounta, the ghaut of 
the Kaardeh valley on tlte Jumna, across the Doaub from the 
Jumna to the Ganges, has been very frequently traversed by 
English gentlemen, bub not possibly with much observation 
as to military operations; but it is probable much information 
of that nature may be gained from Captain Hodgson, the 
Surveyor, now on his waj^ to or at the Presidency. Captain 
Richards’s letter, with Mr. Hearsey's observations, was for- 
warded to your address (No. 571) on the 2..3rd July 1813, and 
may contain some matter interestiug on the present occasion. 

10. Of the prohibition of all commercial intercourse 
I can only say that the orders of His Lordship shall he 
explicitly made known to the several Chiefs whenever I receive 
the instructions of Mr. IMetcalfe to that effect; but my opinion 
of them does not warrant me to pledge mj’self for an adherence 
to any orders which may, in the slightest degree, militate 
against their own interests, and my experience is against it, as 
I adopted this measure partially during the dispute respecting 
Moondlai, &c., and it was reported to me, and appeared by the 
Putteealab papers, tbat the very owners of tbe place seized by 
tbe Goorkbas supplied them wntb grain during the time the 

operations w'ere carrj-ing on against it in consequence of 
my letters. 
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11. On a subject on Ti'bicb I do not possess full infor- 
matioip and on Trbich enquiry at the present moment might 
lead to suspicion, I can only venture to express my individual 
belief that tlie Proclamation might be delayed without 
prejudice till towards the end of September, as I very much 
suspect that very little, if any, commercial intercourse exists 
between the hills and the Protected districts during the 
rainj' season. The swamps immediately under the hills, the 
numerous hill streams and different ravines, which intersect 
the whole country through which I passed in November last, 
lead me to thinh that all commerce must cease at this period, 
as the expense of carriage must so greatlj^ enhance the value of 
all articles which are usually the object of barter; and I should 
suppose that ginger, turmeriek and other of the cheapest drugs, 
with iron and perhaps some lead, which they exchange for 
grain, would not bear the great increase of expense which must 
be occasioned by transporting it in so unfavorable a season. 
If this supposition is correct, and should be found ap 2 ')licahle 
to the countries situated to the eastward, the Proclamation 
need not he issued till a very short time before the military 
operations determined on are carried into effect. 

13. The conquests of the Goorkhas in the north are 
recent, and their Government by no menus popular. The 
Pi.ajahs w’ho have been expelled did not maintain any or only 
a very small number of troops, but depended for the defence of 
tbeir country on the inhabitants themselves, and to this and 
to a want of concord among-st tlie Chiefs may be in a great 
niGasare attributed the success the Goorkhas have met with. 
At Nahan, the principal Goverument in the hills of this 
quarter, they were first called in by the Rajah him.self to 
subdue an insurrection of liis own people, and from thence 
made their way to the Sutledge more by tlie discord existing 
hetiveen the Chiefs than by force of arms, and every place of 
strength has fallen not by attack (for they have not guns of 
any calibre), but liy famine, the consequence of blockade. 

13. I cannot venture a positive assertion, but I believe I 
hav'.e heard that the valley called Derah, which runs from the 
Jumna to the Ganges at the head of the Dooab, "was either 
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tvbolly or in part occupied by the tlianas of tbe Nawab 
Saadut Ali, or by Perron on tbe ]5artof Dowlnt Idao Scindia in 
1803j when tbe battle of Debli was fought, and might 
consequently have been annexed to tbe silla of Seharunpoor as 
a cession and appendage of Mooradabad or Burraily, or as a 
consequence of the issue of that action; but our imperfect 
knowledge of tbe exact limits of tbe distant frontier, either 
ceded or conquered, gave them an opportunity of eireroachiug- 
unnoticed on places which were at tbe period of their arrival 
held by stealth, either by the people employed by the fornrer 
G-overnment or by men Avbo availing’ themselves of our want 
of information had assumed an authority. 

14i. Of the valley of Derah it is probable a full account 
can be obtained from tbe Collector of North Sebaruupoor, as 
a circumstance so recent must be known to many now living, 
and particularly to the Brahmans of Hurd war, and I only 
take the liberty of stating my belief on an imperfect recollec- 
tion of what I have heard, as the fact being’ proved might 
have some effect on the military operations in this quarter. 

15. It Avill be for His Lordship to determine whether 
any or what use should be made, or can be made, of the 
expatriated or reduced Bajahs in this quarter ; but it seems to 
me likely that an assurance of aid from tbe British Govern- 
ment Avould produce veiy serious consequences in their newly 
acquired territory, and that lioldiug out the restoration of the 
former authorities would induce a more cordial co-operation 
from the Protected Chiefs, as those immediately in the vicinity 
of the hills did not feel easy or assured of security till the 
late cession of Moondlai, etc., gave them greater confidence. 

172 . Erom Colonel D. Ocni’ERLONr, Agent, Governor- General, 
Loodeana, to J. Adam, Esguire, Secretary to Government 

in the Secret, Political and Foreign Dej^arfmenf, 

No. J9-1, dated the 16th of July ISII. 

I invvE the honor to acquaint you, for the information 
of the Riglit Honhrle the Governor-General, that, in obedience 
to the orders, received in your letter of tlie dth of February 
last, tlie collections on wood by tlie Surdars of the Protected 
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disfcnefcs ceased on tlie 1st of this months and they have 
received fi-om me in compensation the sums stated in the 
accompanying' statement amounting in the aggregate to 
Rs. 3,351-7-3. 

3. Of the particular sums to individuals, I only believe 
those paid to Jodh Sing, Kulsia, and Blmnga Sing of 
Thanaisur are in excess to the actual collections of the last 
three years, and I did not think it ■n'ould be deemed expedient 
to dispute what would only be a trifling difference, as the 
sharers in the ghauts, aware that whatever these Chiefs 
stated in excess would be so much wain on their several 
proportions, refused to give me that information which would 
have placed the matter beyond a doubt by mentioning them 
actual receipts on account of wmod collections. It was 
probably true, as they stated, that their shares had been 
paid on the gross amount of all duties without specifically 
stating what amount was received from the transit of timber. 

3. The total amount is considerably less than the 
maximum ordered by your letter, and every settlement has 
been jnade not on the average of tlmee years, but admitting 
the largest sum collected in any one of that period, and in 
consequence has not afforded the least room for or occasioned 
a single miumur. 

h, I found it necessary to comply with their wishes in 
making it optional to receive the amount half yearly either 
here or at Dehli, as some of them stated that they had not 
\ akeels at that Residency and expressed a wish to have 
the amount paid at the office from which the su-nuuds were 
granted, in reality implying their doubts whether the sunnuds 
would entitle them to receive the amount at that treasury. 
As it would only increase my drafts at the stated period on the 
Resident of Dehli, I did not suppose it would be considered as 
essential whether paid by myself or on a snnnud granted 
by me. 

5. In a matter on which there can be the least doubt I 
shall not feel perfectly at ease till the arrangement lias 
received the sanction and approbation of His Lordship, and 
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can only say at present tliat I rvas desirous to meet the 
wishes of the Chiefs coocernecl. 

6. In replying to your letter of the 23rcl ultimo I feel 
some difficulty; but, as Mr. Dickson has not the least idea 
that I have thought it necessary to mention his trouble, or 
his services, to His Lordship, and can have no expectation 
of the slightest remuneration, I should hope he would think 
a thousand rupees a very liberal recompense. It is only 
necessary for me to state that he attended the youth daily for 
near five months, and part of the time, when lie first arrived, 
the dangerous state of his health rendered it necessary to visit 
him morning and evening. 


Enclosukk to 172. 

Statement of the y earl >j mms to he paid to the Surdars to 
whom the Sii/inuds have been granted. 


K'limes of Proprietor. 

Kauics of Ghauts. 

Yearly roveuiiQ. 

Surdar Jodh Siugli, Kulsia . 

Kundae, Khizerabad and 

Es. A. P. 
602 11 C 

Maigl: Singh .... 

Ryan. 

Futteligiirli 

300 0 0 

Jymul Singh and Goolab 

Ranj ghaut and Mundowley 

325 0 0 

Singli. 


Chund Koonwor, widow of 

Oodrie .... 

117 0 0 

the late Uniiner Siugli. 



Bailee Daya Ivoonwer, widow 

Alapra, Kullawer, Kum- 

3G0 0 0 

of late Bhugwau .Singh. 

Surdar Doolclia Singh 

nialpoor, Dubka, Na- 
kooni and Nuqla. 
Goointliulla 

120 0 0 

Bauee Eaiu Koouwer, widow 

Gurhpore .... 

65 0 0 

of the late Bhugail Singh. 


Jeet Singh of Ladwa 

Chiiuderawou . 

135 0 0 

Goolauh Singh of Thanaisur . 

Duhkowley 

117 0 0 

Bhunga Singh of Thauaisur . 

Chowgowan, E-iiidowly, 

SSecunderpoor and Chow- 
ra. 

Nusirpoor 

490 0 0 

Nawab Eebniut Khan . 

443 1 6 

Golauni Mohiudiu Khan 

Eiugee or Bungee 

216 10 3 

Eajah Bhang Singh and Bhai 

Bursut .... 

60 0 0 

Lall Singh. 



Total Sonat Rupees 

3,351 7 3 


D. OCHTERLONY, 
Agent , Governor- GeueraL 
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173 . From J. Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Government, 
to Colonel D. Ocuterlony, Agent, Governor-General, 
Lodhiana, — dated the 3rd of Atigust 1S14. 

I AM directed to aclrnoM'ledg-e the receipt of your dispatch 
of the 9th ultimo/ enclosing an nrzee from Ummer Sing 
Thappa to the address of the Governor-General and a letter 
from that Chief to your address, and your reply with English 
translations of those documents, and communicating your 
ohservations and suggestions relative to eventual military 
operations in the Nipaulese territories west of the Ganges. 

2. The Governor-General entirely approves your having 
received and transmitted Ummer Slug Thappa^s iirzee. The 
tenor of your answer is also entirely approved. No reply 
on the ])art of the Governor-General to Ummer Sing Thappa 
is considered to he necessary. His nr zee is of course dictated 
by the Court of Catmandoo. It contains the same sophistical 
arguments with which that Conrt has already attempted to 
justify its usurpations and the same inadmissible and already 
rejected offers of a compromise by holding the disputed lands 
in Bootwul in farm. To enter on a discussion of the question 
a^aiu with Ummer Sing Thappa would he to revive a subject 
already exhausted. But in any view of the case the Governor- 
General would not consider it to he proper to render Ummer 
Sing Thappa the channel of a negotiation, which has hitherto 
been conducted either by direct correspondence between the 
two Governments or* by the Agents of each Government 
regularly constituted for the puiqmse. 

.3. The Information and suggestions contained in 3'Our 
letter with reference to military operations and political 
arrangements in the hills will be very useful to Government. 
It would be satisfactory to His Excellency the Governor- 
General to obtain more detailed information on the points 
to which yon liave adverted generally, and on the military 
force under Ummer Sing Thappa, its strength and disposition 
and the description of troops of which it is composed, its 
means of uniting and acting in a body, and other points of 

> 171 stqn-a. 
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this nature which will readity suggest themselves to your 
experience. Detailed information relative to the passes into 
the hills, the roads, bridges, rivers and streams, with all the 
particulars requisite for military purposes, is very much 
desired. 

4. It would likewise be satisfactory to the Governor- 
General to receive accurate information relative to the political 
divisions of the country, the number and names of the aircient 
principalities, the names and jrresent situation of the Chiefs 
expelled by the Goorkhas, and the best means of rendering 
their aid useful in the prosecution of the measures which it 
will probably be necessary for Government to adopt for the 
overthrow of the Goorkha power. The restoration of the 
ancient Hill Chiefs will x)rohahly he a part of that system 
of measures, and at a proper time you will he authorised to 
signify this intention to them, and call on them to exert 
themselves in recovering thoir ancient possessions. In the 
meanwhile all the information which can he obtained relative 
to those Chiefs and the countries to which they have a 
claim, and the most advisable mode of pu'ocecding in carrying 
their restoration into effect, will be rrseful to the Governor- 
General, who requests that you will give jmur early attention 
to the subject and report on it without delay. 

5. The services of Kishen Sing, the x^erson mentioned 
in the 7th paragraph of your dispatch, may no doubt be 
rendered rrseful. You will accordingly keep him in view 
without making any xu’emature communication to him. 

6. I am directed to add that your services and that of 
the greater x^art of the force under jmrrr command will he 
called for in exeerrting the measures above adverted to. On 
this x^oint, however, as well as all others connected with the 
subject, you null hereafter receive detailed instructions. 

7. I am dhecfced to observe, with reference to your 
remarks that the outrage in Bootwul was x^rohably committed 
under the orders of Ummer Sing Thapx)a, the Goorkha 
Commander in the western x^ossessions of the Nipaulese, that 
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there are two Chiefs of that name^ and that the Commander in 
Palpah and other districts in that quarter, tpho tvas the author 
of the encroachments in Bootwul and probably of the late 
outrag-es there, is a different per.son from him who commands 
to the westward. The Palpah Commander is the father of 
Bheem Sein, the principal minister of the Baja of Nipaul, and 
by that means possesses considerable iuduence at Court, which 
has been employed to obtain 'support to his iniquitous procee<l- 
ings towards the British Government. 


174 . From J. Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Government, to 
Colonel E, OcnTEULONr, Agent, Governor-General, Lodlii- 
ana, — dated the 11 fh of August 1811. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatch dated the 16th ultimo,^ detailing the measures which 
you have adopted iu carrying into effect the orders of Govern- 
ment contained in my letter of the 4th of February last. 

2. I am directed to inform yon that your proceedings in 
fixing the amount and mode of payment to be made to the 
Surdars of the Protected districts in compensation for the 
duties formerly collected by them on timber are very much 
a^iproved by the Bight Hon'’ble the Governor-General. 

S. I am also directed to signify to you that His Lord- 
ship concurs iu the suggestion contained in the last paragraph 
of your letter, and is pleased to authorize ' you to pay to 
jMr. Dickson the sum of one thousand rupees as a remuneration 
for his attendance on the son of Ummer Sing Thappa. 


175 . From Colonel E. OcaTEULONT, Agent, Governor-Gen- 
eral, Loodeana, to J. Adam, Esquire, Secretary to 
Government in the Secret, Political and Foreign Eepart- 
ment, — No. 195, dated the IStli of August 1814. 

I HAVE this instant received intelligence that Bunjeet^s 
army, which had advanced beyond the Peer Punjal, had 
been encountered and defeated with very considerable loss 

' 172 sujira. 
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by tbe Nazim^e troops. Runjeet had in consequence ordered 
their retreat, which was conducted so irregularly and in 
such disorder as to become a disgraceful flight which all 
his own personal exertions could not in-event, and at the 
date of the letter (29th July) the Kasbmerean army and 
Rohulla Khan, the Poonch Rajah, were pursuing. 

2. It is probable this, with the distresses experienced, 
will induce Runjeet to abandon his enterprize, and if he 
sixcceeds in effecting a decent retreat, I am inclined to think 
he will owe it in some degree to his regular battalions, but 
moi’e to the mismanagement of the enemy opposed to him. 


176 . Erom Colonel D. OcniERLONT, Agent, Governor- Gen- 
eral, Loodeana, to J. Adjat, Esquire, Secretary to 
Government in the Secret, Political and Foreign Depart- 
ment, — No, 198, dated the 29th oj August 1811. 

In obedience to the commands contained in your letter of 
the 8rd instant, I have the honor to transmit a map'^ and 
report of the hilly districts between the Jumna and Sutledge. 

2. That both are very imperfect I most sincerely 
regret, but it would be impertinent to offer any apologies for 
the transmission of that which, with all its imperfections, is 
the best I could procure. I am, however, very well aware 
that the information obtained might in abler hands have 
assumed a very different shape, and been more approved 
as a composition, but I have thought it of much more 
consequence to forward it early for the consideration of 
the Right Hon-’ble the Governor-General than even to 
attempt to give it the little correction which in that respect 
my own abilities might have afforded and my inclinations 
sug' 2 'ested. 

3 For some opinions and sentiments which I have 
ventmed to obtrude on His Lordship^s notice I feel it neces- 
sary to solicit pardon. They are not meant to apply to the 

’ Not traccatle iu the Punjab Kecords. 
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grand principles of policy, or to have reference to the adoption 
of such measures as may be thought necessary to vindicate 
the national honor, but in a manner extorted from me by 
the recent events at Jeendh, and to deprecate the extension 
of an expensive and han'assing protection to ingrates who, 
if relieved from their present oppressors or restored to their 
ancient possessions, will, by their own petty and internal 
disputes, in all probability furnish an endless source of trouble 
and vexation to the Government which has exerted itself 
for their deliverance. 
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4, If the Court of Naipaul could he brought to see 
the impolicy of a contest with the British power, and 
relinquish such points and places as are so situate as to 
invite disputes, it would seem easy to throw a boundary 
line of petty States which should he independent of both 
Governments and prevent all future collision. In this 
cprarter at least it is demonstratively practicable by the 
Punjore valley remaining as it is now understood to he 
limited by the proprietors of the soil. To the eastward, 
the Kaardah valley might be made a separate and distinct 
division and allotted as a provision to the family of the 
exiled Bajah of Nahan, and the valley of Derah, between 
the Gauges and Jumna, might in like manner he given to 
the heirs (if there are any) of the late Prince of Serinagur. 


5. Whatever may he my impressions of the difBculties 
to he encountered from the accounts I have received or 
from the better attested narrative of Captain Raper in the 
Asiatic Researches, I trust it will not be thought that I despair 
of effecting what the Goorkhas have achieved ; but where 
the most successful result, so far from holding out an expecta- 
tion of remuneration, promises only an increase of expense, 
trouble and vexation, in perpetually arbitrating jarring and 
discordant interests, I hope I shall not give ofience by 
saying that, in what respects this part of the country, it 
appears more advisable to relinquish the idea of general 
restitution, and, if we do attack, it should be avowedly in the 
first instance to conquer for ourselves, though we should 
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subsoc|Ueiitly foi'iii it into one distinct Government as 
former]}^ existed betn'eeu tlie Jumna and Ganges^ from nJvicb 
tlie valley of .Derab might be annexed to the Company's 
possessions on the east sidcj as the nsefnl valley of Ivaaxdab 
might on the west side of the Jumna. If they do notr, 
and it is not expected they caip g'ive any effectual aid in 
the conquest^ they liavo not a right to oxj^ecfc the fruits; 
but if the restoration of the ancient authorities should be 
considered by His Lordship as more eoiisonant to 2 )olic\q 
justice and bmnauit^q it would still rescue the British Gov- 
ernment from never ceasing trouble by declaring one the 
paramount State or general umpire to Avhom all appeals 
should in the first instance be made, and whose decisions 
should he subject only to the reference of the Resident of 
Dehli as the representative of, or to the Supreme Govei-ument 
itself. 

P. S , — Captain Webb, as Supcj'intendent of Buildings, 
baviag been necessarily entrusted with the cause of with- 
drawing his workmen from (lie valley of Kaardah, I considered 
it advisable to avail myself of his professional knoudedge, 
and bog leave to transmit bis letter just received for llio 
information of His Lordship.* 


Enclo.sure 1 TO 17G. 

J\(:2')ort. on tlio Hill Disin'cis occuj>iotl hjj iJo Goor/rNis. 

To confess that the accompanying map is entirely 
constructed from native information is at once to disclaim all 
pretention to geographical precision or accuracy ; l)ut, in 
addition to the usual difficulty of fixing the po.s!tion of places 
from the vague and indeterminate assertions of men who 
have not the least knowledge of the compass and describe 
onl}^ by the four cardinal points, great embarrassment and 
perplexity have been caused by the mountainous face of 
the country, wliicli rendered it impos.sible to ascertain with' 
any hope of correctness the real distance of any one place 
from aaollicr. In such a couutiy the liorizontal distance 
' ttot ti'aueabic iu tiu; ruajulv Records, 
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Erpoii on Hie -u’ill bo coDcludecl to difCor essentially from that passed by the 
occupied traveller, and it rvould ho.ve boon most desirable to liave 
tUn Gurkhas. Pegn enabled to fix on one ryhieh seemed to approach nearest- 
to truth, 

2. T\"itli this view, and in this hope, British miles liaA'o 
been substituted for the coss of the country, and ma}"- possiblr 
be found generally correct, thoug-b not applicable to particular 
places Avhere it is said that a clay’s journey or twelve coss 
is liardly sufiieicnt to descend one hill and ascend another 
which are scarcely an arrowy’s fiight asunder. If it serves to 
give an idea of the general face of the country and the 
relative position of tiie forts, divisions and governments to 
eacli otheiy tlie most sang-niae expectations which have been 
formed in its construction will be fully answered. It is offered 
with diffidence, cand under a eonviction that, if sabsef|uent 
events admit of a regular survey, it will be found very 
erroneous ; Imt it is the best that the moans of information, 
the most diligent einjuiry, and the most minute investigation 
of very inadecyiate materials could present, 

o. Any attempt at an historical retrospect of the 
progressive concpiests of the Goorkhas to tlie north-west Avould 
1)0 unconnected with the object of this slight and humble 
effort, if it were not far above the ability and foreign to the 
pursuits of the writer. 

■I. When Captain Kirkpatrick visited Naipaul in I79S, 
the Goorkhas had reached, but not as they then asserted 
subdued, the Guiliwal or Serinagur country between the 
Ganges and Jumna. The final subjugntion of those districts 
can onl}^ be dated from the death of the Ilajah wlio was killed 
in an action with the Goorkhas in the vallej' of Berah in 
ilio year ISOJ. Antecedent, however, to tliis event, the 
weakness, tyranny and mismanagement of Kurrnmpurlcaush 
bad excited the general hatred of his subjects and tlie 
discoiitemt of his more immediate dependants, and revolutions 
unnecessary to detail bad induced him to solicit the aid of 
the ki(jijrkha forces to establish hi.s own authoritv. This 
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reqiiisiLioii vras partiallv complied 'U’ltli, and a fov\’ liundred 
men under Bliuo'fcy Sinj? Tliappa \rere sent to his assistance, 
but being' surro'anded bv the troops collected by Ivishen Sing' 
and his own ministers, assisted by Ram Sing’, the Hindoor 
(now' Pulasia) Rajah, and straitened for provisions, he entered 
into nen'i)tialions which terminated in his being" allow’cd 
to recross the Jumna unrnolestod. Rajah Ivurrumpurkaush 
then fled to some of his possessions in the low country 
and remained there till the Goorkhas had completely estab- 
lished themselves in the country between the Jumna and 
Gang'es, when he again sought their assistance and met their 
Commander at Kalsee, with whom he returned witli a large 
armv hv Raujpoor, Kaugni, etc., to his own capital of ISahun, 
having stipulated to let the Goorkhas pass unmolested 
through the country, and to furnish a quota of troops and 
supplies of provisions for the siege of “Kote^'’ Kangra, a 
fort belonging to the Kufoach Rajah, west of the Sntledge. 

5. Tlie army sent to his assistance was again met near 
Ujmairgurh by the hill people of Xahun and Hindoor headed 
by Ivishen Sing, but soon dispersed unable tx) cope with the 
superior discipline of the Goorkhas, who are said to have been 
guided and assisted t.>y the peasantry of the Thakoor of 
Bugbaiit, frorn xvliom the Hindoor Rajah had recently 
wrested some of his principal places of defouce, and conse- 
quently his territory. 

6, It is sufficient for the purpose intended by this 
writing to state that the Goorkhas were only once encounter- 
ed in the field on their second entrance into the Sm-more 
country ; hut, though many of the forts held out long after 
the engagement at Ujraairgnrh, and in general surrendered 
only from the failure of their supplies of provisions, and in 
some eases from their want of water, they are now in 
undisputed possession of the whole country from the Jumna 
to the Sutledge, and extending to the north, according to the 
information received, to the dependencies on the Empire of 
China, with the exception of Knnnowur, which the Rajah of 
Bissaher has been allowed to retain, cither from their inability- 
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to subtluc liim in bis fastnesses or from having already 
possession o£ all that was thought worthy of conquest. 

7. On crossing’ the Jumna ^mu enter the Surmoria 
countiy, of which Nahun was the capital or residence of 
tlie Rajah, and is boitndcd in its whole extent southerly 
hy the Protected districts of the Sikhs j to the east to a very 
considerable extent as far as the village of Bhoonder by 
the Jumna j it then meets the pnrffuniia of Rarvahin, wdiich 
accounts state to have formerly belonged to the Scrinagur 
Rajali, extending' easterly to the Tons and northerly to what 
is here imiversally called Bhuttunth and supposed to be 
a part of our Bootan. 

8. On the west the Snrmore territory is bounded by 
one or other of the Barra Thakoorais or 13 2 )ortions, and 
these are bounded on the south by Sikh districts, on the 
west by the Rauj of Hlndoor, and extend northerly till they 
join the territory of Bissaher. West of the country possessed 
by Ram Sing now of Pulasia, and formerly styled the 
Hindoor Rajah, is the Ivehloor country, of which Belauspoor 
is the ca 2 )ital, and, if the information obtained is correct, 
the Kehloor country docs not extend all the way to Bissaher, 
but is bounded also by some of the Barra Tkakoorai, some 
of which are said to he on or near the banks of the Sutledge 
and join the Bissaher limits in that quarter. 

9. In desci'ibing' these hilly coiintides geographically, or 
alhem. 2 >ting' to show their relatirm positions, it is impossible to 
.speak U'itli too much caution, and, though it is anxiously 
hoped the map) may he of some use to give a general idea of 
these mountainous regions, it cannot be too often repeated 
that it must only he recciA’cd as the best p)rocurable, and not 
with any reliance on its accuracy. The political dwisions of 
the country j^rior to its conquest by the Goorkhas may be 
accurately stated to be tbe Surmore, the Barra TJiakoorai, 
the Hindoor and Kehloor, and on the hack or uji^^er 

of these mountains the Bissaher tcrritoiy, of which Rampoor 
on the hank of the Sutledge wus the capital, extending 
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eastward till it meets tlie district of E.awaliiu whiclij as above 
stated^ formerly formed a part of the Serina.g'ur Government. 
Commencing', then, on the east from the banks of the Jumna, 
tke Surmore territory under the ancient Eajabs was valued 
at Es. 1,00,000, tli8 Hindoor at less tlian 30,000, and the 
Kebloor possessions on tbe east of the Sutledg-e at about 
1,00,000. The following- is the e.stiinated value of the 
districts which go under the general name of the Burra 


or twelve portions : — 

Hs. 

Keonthul 

. 15,000 

Mulogb .... 

. 7,000 

Bughfiut 

. 14,000 

Eawgluil 

. 7,000 

Ivotliaui- or Kotalicr 

. 4,000 

Konyar .... 

500 

Dhamee .... 

. 1,800 

Bhnjee .... 

. 7,000 

Kotec .... 

. 1,500 

Ivoomliai'sain 

. 7,000 


Besides these, lying north of Nahun, but said to have been 
dependencies on the Surmore, are three TItakoorais or portions, 
Joobul, Bulsun and Soorahuu, 15,000 rupees, every one 
of which must at some period have been distinct from that 
Eauj or they would not have been so distinguished. 

10. Euture events may elucidate facts which interest 
sutTpresses or endeavors to conceal ; and if the restitution of 
the ancient Thakoors to their respective districts should be 
determined on, there can be no doubt that claimants will 
arise, and that every claimant will possess a certain degree of 
influence. 

11. It is curious to observe that in the very midst 
of these hills, surrounded by Eaujpoot Princes, a small Mus- 
sulman sovereignty was created of about 5,000 rupees. The 
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fort of iMoorni and two otliers now destroyed by the Goorblias 
were built by a Sj^ed whose descendants were only dri^-en 
from thence aborrt dO years since, and now actually occupy 
a fort called Kotaha, which the present possessor, Meer Jaffer, 
has contrived to maintain a.g-ainst all the elSorts of the Sikhs, 
and whose little castle appears close to Ramgurh (Roypoor) 
under the hills in the map, particularly marked in red 
characters. 

Id. Of the actual extent and value of the Bissalier 
llauj no accurate information has yet been obtained, but it 
is represented as larg-e, and of far greater value than the 
whole of the lower countries of Sur.nore, Hindoor aud 
Kehloor. It is said also to abound in grain, and the Goorkhas 
are asserted to derive cousiderable resources from that country, 
which enable them to maintain their force in these compara- 
tively poor districts. ■ It has been fruitlessly endeavoured to 
ascertain whence these resources proceed, and how a country 
which certainly lic.s further north and is by them declared not 
to be a valley should be so much more productive than the 
lower range; but every attempt to gain precise information 
has failed, and we are left to conjecture that, although 
Bissaher may be relatively high compared with the Protected 
districts, it is situate between two ranges of hills at some 
considerable distance from each other. This conjecture, 
though mere conjecture, wears an appearance of probability 
from its being allowed that from a certain point (Kotegurh) 
it is a descent of some coss to Rampoor, the capital, and by 
the circumstance which is most positively asserted, though 
acknowledged not to have been seen, that the Tons issues 
as a small stream from the Sutledn'e above Surhaun, 30 coss 
(some sa}^ 10) from Rampoor, and proceeds through Chohara 
increased by various nullas till it become.s a large unfordable 
river passing by Huuowry to Kalsee, a little below which 
point it falls into the Jumna. 

13. Of the roads and passes through and on this 
extensive range of mountains, the information obtained from a 
great variety of diEereut sources has only agreed in one 
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particular, 'vi-:., that they are in maiyy places impassable 
for any four-footed animal bat the goonili- or bill horse, 
and from them the traveller is often oblig-ed to dismount, and 
that every description of burden is carried only by men. 
Gnus of small calibre vere used l)y the hill Thalcoors in their 
own petty warfares. The Goorbhas brought and now possess 
gains (from description about S-piounders) , but their trans- 
portation from place to place is alway.s by men, — sometimes 
in broad paths slnng- on bamboos or wood and carried as 
a p.alanqnin, but most frequently dragged by main force along’ 
the ground with ropes, their carriages being always carried 
piecemeal by different hands. It should be observed that 
tbe.se accounts wei'e not received from people iutere.sted to 
deceive by exaggerated difficulties, but from persons wlio, if 
they supposed there was any object hut mere curiosity, -were 
more likely to have lessened than increased the obstacles to be 
encountered; yet that they uninteiiLionally misrepresent is 
obvious from the simple fact that an elephant was sent 
as a present from Naliuu to Bissahev. This circumstance, 
mentioned at the same moment with a description of difficul- 
ties, led to enquiry, and the route of the elephant ivas actually 
traced to the distance of lO coyy, and further information 
promised from one who had been an attendant in the marriage 
ceremony of which this elephant made a part of the dowry. 
Trivial as the relation of this circumstance maj^' a])|>ear on 
such an occasion, it is mentioned as iaiportant, lir.^t, as 
deciding the fact that an elephant may and actually has 
proceeded over these hills, which are descriljcd as ■n/acces-'<iljle 
to any quadruped ; and secondly, as shewing the ignorance and 
want of common reflection with which you have to contend 
in st:'eking any information from a native wliiiyh is not 
immediately connected with liis own profession or pursuit. 

Id. It is, however, far from the intention of this casual 
observation to impress an idea that the passage over or 
along the hills is an easy operation, but to shew that there 
is reason to believe tbat labor, zeal and perseverance may 
effect what is generally considered extremely arduous, if not 
impossible. 
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15, The whole extent of hill country marked by the 
map as lietween the Jumna and Sutledge has already been 
stated to be now completely occupied by the Goorkhas^ and 
from most of the districts the former Ilajahs^ Chiefs or 
Thakoors, have been driven to a dependent subsistence on some 
of the low-country Chiefs. The whole force kept up to 
preserve their conquests west of the Jumna is stated to 
amount to 7,000 men, about 4,500 or 5,000 of which are 
supposed to he what are termed regular troops or soldiers 
armed with muskets and clothed in imitation of our sepahies 
in red cloth uniform. These five thousand men are divided 
into companies, which arc fixed either in different strong 
jwsitions in the hills or g-arrisou the forts of the country, 
as will be seen in A. 

IG. It has been the policy of the Goorkhas to raze 
and level a number of the forts they found on their arrival as 
being in some degree useless. Now that the whole country 
is under one Government, and probably because they would 
require a larger body of troops than they could afford to 
maintain, they have retained and garrisoned .some few in the 
upper country, probably in the districts they found most 
refractory; but it is to the south or front range towards 
the Sikh country that they seem to have directed their 
particular attention. None on that side have been dis- 
mantled; all are kept in good repair; and some have been 
improved and strengthened. Of these, however, none are 
what we should consider strong as fortifications farther than 
they are made so by their elevated site and consequent 
difficulty of approach. 

17. It may be concluded that these iitatnral difiiculties- 
would be increased by art to the utmost extent of tbeir 
knowledge of defence, but it is believed that to most a 
battering train could be got up, and that none of them could 
long resist a British detachment with howitzers and even field 
artillery, particularly if well supplied udth shrapuell sliolls,. 
which it is imagined would be of the greatest service in 
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a warfare of this nature, and should he most abundantly 
furnished. 

18. On the first intimation of hostilities it may be 
believed that the troops now scattered in all cpiarters will 
be assembled at one or more central paints to act as circum- 
stances reqvrire and ojipose to the utmost the very first 
entrance of an invading force by whatever ghaut or pass the 
attempt is made. From every information yet obtained it 
does not appear that the passes are so near as to afford 
any hope of deceiving them by a feint. It is supposed 
that the point of attack must be known, and it may be 
presumed will be obstinately defended, and, on the supposition 
that no route can be taken which will not at once indicate 
the quarter to be assailed, it is submitted with great diffidence 
that to commence by the reduction of Nalagurh might prove 
advantageous as being the key of the best and most i)racii- 
cable pass of the whole range (Nahuu by the Kaardah valley 
not excepted). This pass is described as less rocky, and, if the 
accounts giv^en of it can be at all depended on, would require 
less labour than any other, certain information having been 
obtained that Ram Sing (of Pulasia) previously to the 
Goorkha invasion conve 3 "ed a gun of considerable calibre — ■ 
about a l-poundcr — from that place to Ujinairgurh, not by 
slinging, but dragging it im by men on its carriage, which 
seems to have resembled a truck with low broad wheels. 

19. The bed of the river Ghumlier, which they say 
runs within six cos-s of the residence of dimmer Sing Thappa 
(Urkee), holds out a fair exjjectation that it might be made 
a road for guns. Light infantry and troops emploj^ed as 
light infantry must of course be thrown out to protect them 
agairrst the fire of the enemy, which will otherwise dorrbtless 
annoy their advance from the banks. These are srrbordinate 
arrangements dependent on the officer in command, and are 
only mentioned here to olrviate the objectiorrs which would 
naturall}^ occur to the mnrch of ti'oops in the beds of rivers 
against a skilful and errterprizing erremju Giving the 
Goorklias full credit for the reprrtaliorr thej'- have acquired, an 
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ofRcer must; malte up ]iis mind to cantend with a hardy and 
brave people^ 1oy no means uninformed in the arts and 
stratagems of mountainous warfare, and, giving them this 
credit, it may be concluded that cither at the entrance of the 
Nnlagurh Pass, or in some chosen strong position on the way 
to Ptrkee, he will make his first and principal stand with 
every man he can collect, and with every defensive art of 
stockade, &c., -which they have in use. The information of 
the moment must determine whether this position can be 
turned, and the general mode of attack ; but, on this first 
essay and the result will iu all probability depend, not only 
the future conduct of the Goorkha troops, hut that of all 
the peasantry of the hills from the southern boundary of 
the Protected districts to the northern extremity of the 
Goorkha conquests. 

20. It will not he till some decided success has been 
obtained that the universal discontent and hatred of the 
Goorkha Government will be manifest, and till then we must 
depend for information and for guides solely on Ram Sing of 
Pulasia, whose restoration being jn’ornised will undoubtedly 
secure to us every aid that can facilitate our progress. On 
the local knowledge of some of the exiled Thahoors we may 
place some little, and but little, confidence, but no other 
assistance can he hoped from men who now literally subsist 
on charity. 

21. The Goorkha Government is considered so firmly 
established that they would not scruple to withdraw their 
troops from the different stations and assemble them at any 
one point which they thought most likely to he assailed, and 
they woidd do this with less reluctance, having completely 
disarmed the inhahitants, who are not suffered to carry or 
even possess any warlike weapon. 

22. A discretional power respecting expenditure through 
ihe commissariat or other staff would enable the officer 
m command to procure or secure great numbers of coimtry 
nien as beldars or pioneers, and with their assistance and 
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great labor it cerfcainlj" does seem practicable to take the 
usual field train, T\dtb any detacliment that may bo sent, 
and it is imagined bovritzcrs would be very useCul and still 
more easily conveyed. This opinion, however, is formed on a 
knowledge of what has been effected, and not from any 
enquiry, as it is universally supposed next to impossible 
even by those who relate what has been done in former 
times, and when these are stated as reasons for supposing 
it may be done again it is replied that the}" were unopposed 
and had leisure to improve the different passes, which the 
Goorldias have constantly endeavoured to render more 
impracticable. 


Snggcstiong 
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33. The writer of this inadequate, hut well intended, 
report is well aware of his own deficiencies and inabilit}" to 
form a correct judgment even on the information he has 
obtained, and still more to offer any opinion on the measures 
to be adopted should it be determined to attack the Goorklia 
possessions ; hut the importance of the subject seems to 
demand that he should iucur every risk of censure and every 
imputation of imbecilitjq and his sentiments are submitted 
with unaffected diffidence and sincere reluctance, at the same 
time with an earnest hope that the national honor and dignity 
may not force ns to engage in a contest which, in this 
quarter, does not hold out the slightest remuneration for very 
considerable and unavoidable expense. 


24. Should the obstinacy or misguided counsels of the 
Court of Naipaul compel us to make a diversion in their 
north-western conquests, which would employ part of their 
force that would otherwise be engaged in the defence of 
their own immediate territory and capital, it may he thought 
advisable that the Loodeana Detachment should he reinforced' 
by a certain number of companies or corps from Kuruaul or 
Seharunpoor, and in one body march to the reduction of 
Nalagurh and proceed to Urkee accompanied by the two 
IS-pounclcrs and a portion of the cavalry, which mlg'-ht skirt 
the foot of the hills and be broirght up, though with 
difficulty, to any one of the forts on- the southern boundary' 
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or face next to tlie Sikh districts ; ov, if it appeared more 
advisable, the Loodeana Detachment might only be increased 
so as to admit of a force being loft for the protection of the 
lines, and the TCurnanl Detachment joined by companies from 
Seharunpoor might proceed separately with howitzers and 
t-wo 18-ponnders to the attack of Nahnn and the eastern 
districts constituting the ancient Snrmore teiritory along the 
Kaardah Valley, or up the Telokepoor Pass. 

25. The Sikh Chiefs might he called npon, or some 
of those known to be most attached, to furnish a small 
body of lurl'undnwaes, of which irregular force they have 
all some few in their pay, though their strength is in 
cavalry. As the Hindoor "Rajah has been protected in 
Pulasia and his restoration is supposed, he might be called 
upon for two or three hundred armed, and for a greater 
iuiml3er of unarmed, men to assist in clearing the roads and 
carrying burdens. 

26* The commissaiaat should be eaidy called upon to 
procure all the mules, asses and tattoos that can be purcliased 
or hired to carry the recpiisite supplies on the hills, which 
might he lodged iu Pulasia, hlunny Majra and IMeer Jaffer’s 
Port of Kotaha, either by purchases on the spot or couve 3 md 
by the G-overnment camels. As the hill forts surrendered, 
these lower depots might be changed to such as fall into our 
hands. It is very much doubted whether the restoration of 
so weak and wicked a character as Rajah Knrrumpurkaush 
being the avowed object would not prove rather inimical than 
beneficial to the views of the British Government, if merely 
limited to the expulsion of the Goorkhas, and it is humbly 
suggested that it might be the declared pm-pose to place his 
infant sou Futteh Sing, a minor of about 11 years of age, on 
the giiddij. It is, however, here but justice to declare that, 
though the imbecility and tyranny of Kurrnmpurkaush are 
notorious, much of the information has been obtained from 
his relation Kishen Sing and others of his people, who were 
decidedly hostile, and who in fact first caused him to seek 
the assistance of the Goorkhas, and has been a subject 



IV. ] LUIIEIANA AGENCY EEGOEBS, lSU-15. 405 

o£ convei'Pation at various times v'lien a rupture witli tlie 
Goorkhas or any interference in. these districts u'as not in 
contemplation. 

27. When time admits of a full disclosure and not till 
then can it be ascertained with any accuracy how far the 
services of Kishen Sing may he safely employed for the 
benefit of his old enemy ; but, as that enmity has been ec|ually 
the ruin of both, it may be supposed that he would labor 
zealously to effect the E,aiah'’s restoration if blended with an 
assurance of his own jageer. If this supposition, grounded on 
the great spring of human action — self-interest — be correct, 
there is every reason to believe that Kishen Sing, supplied 
wdth money to purchase arms and pay his men, could raise and 
command the cordial services of at least a thoiTsand of his 
countrymen, and even four thousand has been asserted. How 
far Kishen Sing was warranted in what he said, or whether 
it was said only to induce attention and enquiry, cannot 
now be determined, but he was heard to assert before the 
Goorkhas gained possession of Bissaher that if he had 
money to raise 10,000 men he woidd drive them across the 
Jumna. 

28. It has been the object in this report to relate the 
most minute facts rather than suj^press a single circumstance 
which could assist others to form their own opinions without 
placing' the least reliance on the judgment of the writer, and 
it is on this detail that he depends chiefly to authenticate 
wdiat he has related and to correct the sentiments he has 
hazarded, which may be summed up briefly in expressing his 
belief that in the event of hostilities with the Goorkhas — 

Isf, some assistance may be expected from the Sikhs 
of irregular infantry ; 

2ndly, that the Hindoor Rajah ought to, and would, 
furnish five or six hundred men, armed or unarmed, 
who would be really useful as guides and to carry 
burdens ; 
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3 nil//, that supplied -nutli money Kishen Sing Tvould 
he able to raise a cotisiderable body of men before 
hostilities actually commenced, and that, on the 
first action terminating favorably to the British 
arms, bis influence might command a great part 
of the poimlation of the Surmore Rauj and be essen- 
tially useful ; 

4111//, that much may be hoped from the Eajahs 
and Thahoors ndio have been permitted to remain 
by the Goorkhas, and are universally, in common 
vith the peasantry, disgusted by their oppressions, 
but from them nothing is to he expected till they 
are convinced that the issue of the contest' will he 
unfavorable to their present rulers ; and 


Lastl/f, that, unless the Goorkha power is completely- 
overthrown, or their boundaries so defined and 
limited that they cannot encroach without subject- 
ing themselves to a second and immediate contest, 
the restoration of the Hill Bajahs and Thakoors 
will not be permanent, or, if permanent, can only he 
maiutainod by the declared protection of the British 
Government, the assumption of wdiich will certainly 
produce a constant source of trouble, and probably 
entail a considerable expense. 

29. The history of the conr^uest of the country between, 
the Jumna and Sutledge from Kalsee to Bampoor in Bissaher 
exhibits a most singular want of euergj^ of courage, of com- 
mon activity, and of eveiy- equality which are generally the 
characteristics of a highland p^de. TThatever, therefore, is 
said to he expected from them is vinder the impression that a 
formidable protector stepping' tbeir favor will 

inspire different sentiments and a different conduct 

from what they have shown in the of their country 

against the late invaders, who seem ti^dave created such a 
terror by their prior concpiests that! opposition was- 
considered hopeless. ' 
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Enclosuhe (2.) TO 176. 

A. — Disposition of the forces in- the Goor/cha possessions 
according to the latest information. 


In Nahuu .... 

Muskets, 

1,600 

,, Hindoor .... 

300 

„ Bissaher .... 

500 

,, Koombavsain . 

200 

„ Soobbatoo 

600 

„ Teebbur 

150 

„ Urkee with Uinmer Sing- 
Tbappa 

2,000 

Total 

5,250 


and 36 email brass guns about two cubits in lengthy carrying 
1^ poah (bazar -weight) balls. 

Enclosuke (3) TO 176. 

D- — Suj)poscd revenue of the Goorhlia- congucsis heiween the 
Jumna and Sailed ge rivers. 


Surmore 


Bs. 

1,00,000 

Hindoor 

• 

40,000 

Kebloor 

* 

1,00,000 

Barra Tbakoorai or 12 

por- 


tions 

• 

06,500 

Dependent Tbakoorais 

on 


Surmore 

. 

15,000 

Bissaber or that part 

of 


tbe country recently 

con- 


quered , 

* 

60,000 

Total 

» 

3,81,500 


Disposition of 
forces in the 
Gurldia 
pDOSsessions. 


Eovonuo of 

Gurkha 

conquests. 



List of Ciiiefs 
and tlieir 
positions under 
the Gurlvhas. 


Operations 
against the 
Gurkhas, 
Treatment of 
the exiled HOI 
Chiefs. 
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Enclositee (4) TO 176. 

C. — List of La j alls and Tlialcoors who arc retained or 
expelled hn the Goorlclias. 


SireeuuofHp , 

Surmore 

Hindoo!' 

Keliloor 

KeoutLal 

Mehlogh 

Bugliaut 

Bawgliul 

Kotliaiu' 

Konyar 

Dhamee 

Bhujee 

Kotee in Keoulhal 

Koomliai'saiu 
Beejba in Bugbaufc 

Gnrbinrry . 

J oobnl 
Bulsen 


Sooduvemi Sab 
Knrrumperkau sli 
Ram Singli 
Maba Cliund 

Rngoonatb 

Meliinder Sin 

o 

Juggnt Singh 
Gopaul Singh 

• « « 

• • • 

• • • 

Puddum Cbund 

• * * 

* • • 

» • 

• • t 

Jogla 

D. 

Age 


Exiled, 

Do. 

Exiled at Pullasia. 

In full possession in 
lieu of service, 

Exiled, 

Allou'ed a jageer. 

Tributai'y, and in full 
possession. 

Exiled, 

Do. 

Alloivcd a jageer. 

Unknown. 

Tributary, in full pos- 
session. 

Tributary, in full pos- 
session. 

Allowed a jageer. 

Remain in lieu of 
dawk expenses. 

Exiled. 

In full possession. 

Exiled. 

OCHTERLONY, 

f, Governor-General. 


177 . FromJ. Adjxt, Esquire, Secretary to Government, Fort 
William, to Colonel D. OcnTBRiONr, Agent, Governor- 
General, Loclhiana, — dated Gamp on the Ganges near 
Currali, the 30th Septemlcr 1814. 

In my letter of the 3rd ultimo you were apprized in 
general terms of the state of affairs between the British 
Government and that of Nipaul, and of the measures con- 
templated by the Governor-General of restoring to their 
hereditary possessions the exiled Chiefs of those territories 
which have lately been reduced by the Goorkha arms. Al- 
thou^h the information required by that letter was necessary 
0 enable the Governor-General to form a definitiv’e judgment 
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on several points relating to the proj)osecl measure and to 
the general course of proceeding to be pursued tov'ards the 
actual Government of Nipanl, yet adverting to the approach 
of the period when, operations would commence^ and when 
such measures as might be determined on for obtaining the 
aid and co-operation of the exiled Chiefs reipiired to be put 
in train, His Excellency thought it expedient no longer to 
delay, in expectation of the receipt of your report, the trans- 
mission of instructions to you on the subject founded on 
such information as was at the moment in His Lordship^s 
possession and open to future correction or modification if 
necessmy. 

2. Instructions had accordingly been prepared under His 
Lordship^s authority, but l.>eforc they could be dispatched your 
letter No. 198 of the 29th Aug'ust '■ was received, and tlio 
whole question was again taken into consideration with refer- 
ence to the information and suggestions contained in your 
report. 

•S. I now proceed to state to you in detail the result 
of His LordshipA* deliberations, and to comminiicate his 
instructions for your guidance in the conduct of the jiolitioal 
arrangements which it will be necessary to combine with the 
military operations already prescribed l)}^ the Orders of the 
Commander-iu-Chief under date the 2Sth August. 

I. I am first directed, however, to express to you tlie 
satisfaction with which the Governor-General has perused 
your report, and to siguif}’' to you His Lord.shipA entire 
approbation of the spirit in which it was drawn up and of 
the comprehensive details aud sugg-estious which it contaius. 

5. The principal cpiestion which it presents for consider- 
ation is the expediency of restoring the exiled Hill Chiefs 
to their former possessions, and holding- out to them and to 
their subjects that expectation with a view to .stimulate their 
exertions in co-operatiug with u.s in the expulsion of the 
Goorkha forces from the territories forming their ancient 
princip.alities. 


Oporalious 
against tlio 
GurlUias. 

'J’l calaiiput of 
llie (.‘.ailed Hill 
Cliiefs. 



Oi’cration? 
ngainst the 
Gurldias. 
Treatment of 
the exiled Hill 
Chiefs. 


410 LUDHIAKA AGENCY RECORDS, lSDI-15. [ Chaf. 

6. As tlie general cliaracler of our political arrange- 
ments connected wifcK fclie operations to be carried on by tlie 
cliA’ision of the army under your command^ must depend 
on the decision of Ibis question in the affirmatir'e or tho 
negatir'c^ I have been desired to state to you in some detail 
the vieirs and considerations vrbicb Isave influenced the 
GoA'crnor- General in the adoj)tion of the opinion u’bicb be 
has formed on the subject. 

7. In deliberating on this question tlie Governor- General 
lias can'efully eoinsidered the sentiments expressed by you 
relative to tlie emba.rrassmc*nt, iuconvenienco and expense 
resulting from the species of connection betiveen the British 
GoA'crnment and tlio Hill Chiefs rvliieh yoyi apprehend to be a 
necessary consequence of tlicir restoration under onr 2n’otcction 
and guarantee^ especially from the necessity of arbitrating 
the differences u’hicb you foresee vill be perpetually arising 
among them and calling for our authoritative interposition in 
their affairs. 

8. The prineqial advantages contem^dated in the estab- 
lishment of such an order of things as would impose on the 
British Government the oflicc of arbitration would be the 
preservation of tranquillity, so conducive to the success of any 
commercial objects which onr improved intercourse with those 
moiintainons districts might open to the enterprize of our 
merchants, and the security which would be afforded against 
the prejionderance of any individual Chief, which might lead 
to the union of the different Chiefs under one head, or the 
extension of the piower of an ambitions Prince by conquest 
or intrigue over the j^o^sessions of his neighlionvs to sncli 
a degree as to expose the British Government again to the 
insults and aggressions of a poiver so constituted and animated 
by such princiiiles. 

9. The inconvenience and (“mharrassment likeB^ to result 
from imdeidakiiig the office of arbitrating all the differences 
arising among a number of lietty and iiideiiendeiit Chiefs 
vas by no means absent from the vimv of the Governor- 
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General. His Lordsliip felt that tlie obligation to arbitrate^ OpemUous 

/ . T against the 

W'hicli necessarily implies tliafj of enforcing* our ar\^ara^ must Gurkhas. 

in sucli cases abvaj^s render the power which incurs it liable p'l'eedlea^Hin 

to be called on for the active exertion of its force and expose Chiefs. 

it to much inconvenience and unprofitable expense. Brrt in 

contemplating the restoration of these Chiefs it did not 

appear to the Governor-General that any necessit}^ would 

exist for hurtheiiiiig ourselves with this trouhlesome and 

thankless olRcej and it was never intended that the British 

Government should bind itself by anjr express or implied 

engagement to undertake it. Supposing- the advantages of 

such a degree of paramount authority as is implied in the 

exercise of a general arbitration, Avith the faculty of enforcing* 

the arvard, to he desirable, it .appeared to His Lordship that 

we should, in the common course of events, have it at our 

command whenever we might see fit to exercise it. The 

natural effect of our exertions for the restoration of these 

Chiefs and of the political influence and ascendancy which our 

success will briug with it, will be to make them look to us for 

advice and assistance in their difficulties, which we shall he at 

liberty to afford or withhold at our option ; and we shall thus, 

it may he presumed, without the inconvenience of positir^e 

obligation, possess all the essential advantages of a declared 

right of interference. 

1 0. It is not supposed that the direct assumption of 
such a. power by us Avould be desired by the Chiefs i7i cpiestion : 
the presumption in this case lies the other way. Their 
restoration to their former power and possessions Avith a 
guarantee against the Goorkhas or any other foreign j^ower 
Avould probably urect the full extent of their Avishes AAuth 
respect to our alliauce. Supposing the occurrence of frequent 
appeals to our decision under circumstances suggesting the 
expediency of interference on our part, it still does not appear 
to the Governor-Geueral that the eAul will he of such extent 
as 3mu seem to apprehend. The number of independent 
principalities lying between the Jumna and the Sutledge is not 
very considerable, nor is there re.a.son to suppose, as far as the 



412 


LUVEIANA AGENCY RECOEES, 181-1-15 . [ Chap. 


Oporntion=? 

tlio 

G'.irldio.s. 
Treatment of 
the ('•xiled Hill 
CTuefs. 


Governor-Gcnoral knows, tliafc their interests are o£ a pccu- 
linril}' complicated nature. Ev'en the actually existing- number 
of independent Chiefs may ba materially reduced if an 
nrrangeineut can be made such as sug-gested by you for 
placing a portion of them (the whole of the Barrah Thal'oo- 
■racc, for instance) under one paramount Chief — an arrangement 
which 3 ’ou are authorized to endeavour to effect if you shall 
see reason to think that it will be practicable. 

11. The objection to the restoration of the Hill Chiefs, 
founded on the embarrassment and inconvenience resultinfr 

O 

from our interference in their internal dissensions, does not 
therefore appear to the Governor-General at all conclusive 
against the measnre. But, whatever may bo the abstract 
expediency or advantage of such an arrangement, it appears 
to His Lordship to be scarcely avoidable under the peculiar 
circumstances in which the British Government has been 
placed by the insolence and violence of the Goorkhas. 

12. It is not necessary to recapitulate the events and 
transactions which have produced this state of affairs. Being 
placed in a situation, which compels the British Government 
to take up arms in support of its undoubted rights and in 
vindication of its honor, the ciuestion for consideration is 
how those just and legitimate objects of war are to he best 
accomplished. 

13. The expulsion of the Goorkha forces from the couutr}’ 
between the Jumna and the Sutlcdg-e became an indispensable 
part of the sj^stem, both of military operations and of political 
arrangements, while, with reference to the former, the nature 
of the eonntrj'- and the numerical strength of the force which 
can be brought to act in it renders the co-operation of the 
inhabitants in the expulsion of the enemy and the occupation 
of the posts from which thoj' may be driven an object of 
peculiar importance in a military point of view. It is 
accordingly in this view principally that the Governor-General 
has expected to derive advantage from holding out the res- 
toration of the ancient Chiefs to whom their former subjects 
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are supposed to be attached^ and -whose re-establishmenfc will 
evince the resolution o£ the British Government permanently 
to exclude the Goorkha power. 

14. From what the Governor-General can learn of the 
nature of the country to he the scene of your operations^ it 
■will be impossible for you to occupjr^ hy detachments and 
parties from your force, the posts and strongholds from 
which you will expel the Goorkha troops, and the possession of 
which will be ref|uired for the support of your further oper- 
ations, or which it may be impracticable to dismantle or 
destroy. In these eases the zealous and cordial aid of the 
inhabitants of the country, excited by the presence of their 
natural Chiefs, will be of essential advantage, and indeed 
apparently indispensalde. It can, however, only be secured by 
the expectation on the part of the Chiefs of recovering their 
former power, and on that of the inhabitants of permanent 
emancipation from the tyranny of the Goorkhas. 


OpcvafclonK 
against llic 
Guriclias. 
Treafineiit of 
tile exiled Hill 
Cliic'ftj. 


15. But independently of the assistance in promoting 
the success of our military operations to he derived from the 
proposed measure, it is recommended by considerations of 
a nature more exclusively political. The expulsion of the 
Goorkha power from the country between the Sutleclge and 
the Jumna being determined on as a necessary branch of the 
measures to be pursued against the Government of Nipaul, 
the mode of disposing of that country in the event of its 
occupation hy onr arms becomes a question for consideration. 
Ills Lordship does not contemplate any terms of peace, after 
hostilities shall have actually commenced, -u'hlch will restore 
to the Goorkhas any portion of the possessions in cpiestion 
from -which they may be driven by the events of the war. 
The annexation of the conquered country to the jrossessions 
of the Honorable Company (with eventually the exceptions 
which will he hereafter stated) appears to be entirely inexpedi- 
ent in every point of view in -nBich the Governor-General 
has been able to consider the cpiestion. No practicable and 
convenient mode of disposing of these territories then remains 
except their restoration to the Chiefs who formerly ruled 
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Opev.^tions 
nij.'iiiist tlio 
Gurkhas, 
rreatmcnt of 
the exiled 
Hill Chiefs. 


OA'er tbem^ who still are supposed to possess the good-will of 
the people_, whose attacKment to the Eritish Government may 
be more reasonably looked to than that of any other power 
by whicli they could be held, and whose means of injuring 
us, even supposing a different disposition, can never be for- 
midable. 

16. On these grounds, then, the restoration of the Hill 
Chiefs to their former authority and possessions, and the 
previous declaration to tliem and to their people of such an 
intention, combined with an invitation to them to exert them- 
selves in co-operation with the British troops to drive out the 
Goorkhas, appears to His Lordshi]) to be a measure highly 
expedient. 

17. The attention to Avhich your opinions and suggestions 
on this subject are entitled, and the support which they 
derive from your local knowledge, pi'ofes.sional experience and 
acknowledged general ability and judgment, have induced 
His Lordship to direct me to state to you thus fully the 
grounds on which he has drawn a conclusion different from 
that deduced l.iy you. 

18. Having' stated the general prineijffe which should, in 
the judgment of the Governor- General, form the basis of our 
political measures aud proceedings with relation to the country 
between the Jumna and the Sutledge occupied by the Goor- 
khas, I now proceed to state to you the points on which it is 
desirable that that principle should he modified and tempered 
in its actual ajgffication to circumstauces. Although the gen- 
eral restoration of the Hill Chiefs has been stated and argued 
on, ill the preceding paragraphs, as the measure proposed to be 
adopted, it would not only be considered by the Governor- 
General to be inexpedient with reference to onr immediate 
interests, hut altogether inconsistent with the character and 
honor of the British Government, to employ its power to 
restore a Chief of notorious profligacy or imbecility to his 
former possessions against the will of the majority of the 
inhahitauts. In the case, for instance, of Kurrumjierkansh, 
the exiled Chief of Sirmore, the Governor-General will fully 
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Banction and confirm any arrang-ement which yonr personal 
knowledge of that person and the other members cf his 
familjg and of the general soutimeuts of the people of the 
country, may induce you to adopt for excluding- him personally 
from all concern in the goA’ernmeut and estadjlishiug the next 
heir, or .any more eligible person, in the government, under 
such subsidiar)^ provisions for the administration as yon may 
tliink expedient. A similar procedure must be adopted in all 
cases when the facts are such as to warrant and demand it. 
It is to be remembered that we are nnder no oblig’ation to 
restore these Chiefs ; that it is an act purely gratuitons on 
our part ; and that the dictates of natural justice will be 
obeyed, without iiijurj'- to the rights of any individual, hy 
consulting the wishes of the people and the interests of the 
country in the selection of the person to hold the sovereignty 
w’hich will become vacant by the expulsion of the Groorkhas. 
Tlie exercise of this chlscreiion will obvious!}'' be a very 
nice and delicate task, and coirld not without reluctance 
and diffidence he entrusted to a person on w'hose abilitv, 
discernment and integrity, the Governor-General could less 
confidently rely than on yours. 

19. After the Coregoiug statement it is nearly superflu- 
ous to inform 3^11 thnt 3'oui' suggestion for encouraging Earn 
Sing, the former Eajah of Hindoor, to come forward with 
the assistance in troops and unarmed followers, which 3^11 
have reason to think he can command, bj' a, ju-omlse of the 
restoration of his former pos.sessions, is entirely approved. 
Such arrangements also as 3-ou 11103- uiake with Klsheu Sing 
in order to secure his active and efficient co-0]ici'ation will be 
approved and sanctioned b}- the British Government. 

20. The eventual exception from the general restitution 
chiefly referred to in the ISth paragraph, although not 
coming within the immediate sphere of 3-0111 dutie.s, is yet so 
connected with them as to make it expedient to advert to 
it in this place. His Lordship is not sure whether it may not 
be expedient for the British Government to appropriate to 
itself Sirinagur, including the vallc}- of Herah Loon, and the 


Opevationg 
against tlie 
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againtt tlic 
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tevritoiy depandeut on ifc, nofc so much with a view to revenue 
as for the security of commercial communications with the 
country where the shawl wool is produced. This object would 
require the possession by the British Government of a tract 
of territoiy quite close to the frontier of that country. His 
Lordship) is not apopnazed of the local objections which may 
exist to tho appn’oporiation of such a territory^ of the practi- 
cability of defending- it, or of its aptitude to p^romote the 
object of tradCj which has just been stated, nor whetlier 
to render it comp)lete it may not require the addition of a 
portion of the contiguous territory of Keemaon.- On these 
points His Lordship) will be hap)py to receive suc-h informa- 
tion as the attention which you have recently devoted to the 
subject may enable you to communicate. The question will 
in the meantime remain op)en for decision, and will not be 
affected by your prroceedings relative to the territories west 
of the Jumna, and you will be particularly careful to avoid 
aup' measure ■which may restrain the latitude which it is 
desirable to p)rcserve in this resp)ect. 

dl. I have now stated near!}’- all that occurs to the' 
Governor-General on the question of restoring the Hill Chiefs j 
but I am directed to observe that, while His LordsbipG 
opunion is formed on general r-iews, aided by a knowledge of 
the local particulars stated in your report now' acknowledged 
and in other communications received from yourself as well 
as from other quarters, he is p-et aware that much of the 
reasoning by which it is sup)p)ortad must be op)en to cor- 
rection from the more p)recise information acquired on the 
spot, and th.at the porogress of pmur operations will opoen to 
you still lurtber and more accurate sources of intelligence. 
It has therefore been His Lordship’s aim in this dispatch 
to convey to p-ou a clear exposition of his own sentiments 
and a statement of certain general p)rincip)le3 of p3olicy, leaving 
to pmu at the same time an entire latitude of action in their 
practical apipJicatiou. While, therefore, you will fully hear in 
mind the objects, political and militaiy, which ap)pear to the 
Governor-General to recommend the measure in cpucstiou, 
pou will consider p'ourself cuUrelp- at liberty to shapic it 
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according to yonr own views actual exppcliency formed 

on the scene o£ action^ or to aside altogether, if it shall 

appear to you that the objc'"^® Goveruor-Geueral's 

contemplation can be equally or better attained without 

any such declaration as that ^'■dvcrted to. The ]iolitical and 
military considerations rvhieh suggest its adoption are quilt*, 
distinct and independent of ^i^^otder, and if an early 

disclosure of our views does nn’^ apjiear to yon to be necessary 
or advisable in their relation operations of j'our force, 

the decision of the political cj^'^estion niaj' he postponed with 
perfect convenience until the ^^pnlsmn of the Gooriehas and 
the military occupation of tb® country hy our troops shall 
have been effected. You will therefore, under anj' resolution 
respecting the main question, <;'On?ider the time of making the 
declaration to be left to yoh'^' judgment. \'ou will 

receive enclosed a Proclamatio'^ English, Per.sian .and 

Hindoostauee languages addreJ^'-^'-^ people of the hills to 

the west of the Jumna, which cause to he translated 

into the language of that couii^^Y circulate at such time 

as you may thiuk proper, miles^ course of measures which 
you may ultimately think fit adopt, under (ho discrel ion 
with which you are vested in re.spect, shall induce j'ou 
to suppress it altogether. 

23. It only remaius to terms on which the 

restoration of the Hill Chiefs effected by the power 

of the British Government. 

23. The important qnesti^^^ degree of authority 

and control to be exercised by Briti.sh Goveriiinout over 
their intercourse with each ot^^'^'-’ uiscussed in the 21st 
paragraph. The Goveruor-GeiT^’^^^ entertains no views of 
territorial acquisition in the |rouutrieG lying between the 
Jumna and the Sutledge, bey™^*-^ eventual occupation 
of such posts as you may judS® necessary for the 

security of our frontier,— a point which you will lie pleased 
to give your attention and subm^^ report. An uudisturhed 
intercourse and passau'e throun'lf tiios-'? coumries 1111.11 a view 
to commercial objects, in the which the natives 

of the hills will participate, is that is desired. 
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24. The sev'Gral Chiefs should he required to execute 
eng-agemeuts binding themselves to allow to the subjects of 
the Company and to their goods and merchandize a free right 
of passage; to render military service to the British Govern- 
ment when required withiu the hills ; to afford every aid^ 
comfort and supply to the British troojis during military 
operations ; and in general terms to remain faithful and 
attached to the British Goverament. 

25 The enclosed Proclamation declares them guaranteed 
against the Goorkha power and exemjit from all tribute or 
other 2iecuiiiaiy demand whatever, 

26. Beferring to the 5th paragraph of your dispatch 
No. 193, dated the 9th July,' the Governor-General directs 
me to observe that it is imuecessary to state to you that no 
movement on the part of Rajah Sunsaur Cimnd directed to 
the recovery of such of his former possessions as are in the- 
occupation of lla.jah Runjeet Sing can be countenanced or 
approved by the British Government. His re-oceupatioii of 
any part of his former possessions which may he now held by 
the Goorkhas will, however, be extremely desirable, and his 
general co-operation against the force of Ummer Sing Thappa 
should be encouraged by every practicable means. IMr. 
hletcalfe, who has an agent at Sunsaur Chund^s Durbar, will 
receive instructions on this subject, and will be desired to refer 
the agent to you for particular orders resj^ecting the time 
and direction of any movements of the Rajah^’s troops. 


Enclosure to 177. 

Proclamation to the Chiefs and Inliabitaoits of the HiUs hefivcen 
tl'.e Sutledge and the Jumna, 

The British Government has long viewed wdth concern 
the misery and distress to which the inhabitants of the hills 
lying between the Jumna and the Sutledge have been reduced 
by the oppressive sway of the Goorkha power. TV^hile that 
power was at peace with the British Government and afforded 
no ground to doubt its disposition to maintain that relation, 

■* 171 sti2)ra. 
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tlic acknowledg'cd oldig'ations o£ faifcli demanded a 

corresponding conduct on the part of the British Government, 
and obliged it to rvitness in silent regret the devastation and 
ruin occasioned the extension of the Goorkha arms over 
those countries. 

Ha ring- norv heen compelled hv a scries of unprovoked and 
rminstiilable encroachments and violence on the part of the 
Goorkha power to take up arms in defence of its rights and 
honor, the British Government eag’crl}^ seizes the favorable 
occasion of assisting the inhabitants of the hills in the 
expulsion of their oppressors, the recovery of tlieir national 
independence, and the restoration of the families of their 
legitimate and ancient Chiefs. The inhabitants of the hills 
are accordingly inrdted and earnestly exhorted to co-oporate 
with the British troops in the powerful exertions which the 
latter arc prepared to make for enabling them to accom^^lish 
those laudable and patriotic objects. The Commander of the 
British Troops is authorized and directed by his Government 
to promise in its name a perpetual guarantee against the 
Goorkha pov'er, and to assure the Cliiefs and iuliahitaiits of 
the hills of its scrupulous regard for all their ancient rights 
and privileges. The British Government demands no tribute 
or pecuniary indemnification whatever for its nssistn.iice and 
protection. All that it requires from the inhabitants of the 
hills in return for those benefits is their zealous and cordial 
co-operation during the continuance of hostilities against tlio 
Goorkhas, and their services hereafter if circunrtanc-.es sliould 
again demand the employment of a British force in tho hills 
against its enemies and their own. 


Given at the Head Quarters of the British Force serving 
between tbe Jumna and tlie Sutledge this day of 

A. D. IS If corres 2 >onding with the of 


By order of His Excellency the PJght Honorable the 
Governor-General. 

[Note, — 7’o be sig'ued and sealed by Colonel OcMerlony,] 


Proclamation 
to Cliiefs and 
inhabltauts of 
tbe IJllls 
bet-n-Geu the 
Sutlej nud 
JnniHa. 
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178 . Frnvi J. Ajj.lv, Fsijv.irc, Secrciary fo Government, Fort 
tViUiam, to Colonel D. OcuTERLONr, Agent, Governor- 
General, Lodluana, — dated Camp on the Ganges near 
hlanirlqjore, the 1st October IS 1-1. 

The Governor-General having- had under his consideration 
the moans of ]')roviding for the conduct of the political duties 
no-w performed by you daring- your absence from the Sikh 
territorios on the service to which my dispatch of yesterday^s 
date rei'erSj I am now directed to communicate to you the 
resolutions and orders of His Lordship on that subject. 

2. It appears to the Governor-General to he on the 
whole most expedient tliat your Assistant, Captain Birch, 
sliould remain at Lodhiana and conduct the detaihs of the 
political dulie.s of that station, subject, however, to instruc- 
tions which he may receive from j'ou and under j'oiu* g-oneral 
superintendence and control. The knowledge which Captain 
Birch lias aci[nived, during his employment as your Assistant, 
of the condition, interests and relations of the Chiefs with 
whom 3'ou arc in commuuiention, and of the sentiments and 
])olilieal views of Government with respect to them, points 
tliis arrangement out as preferable to any wliic-h would trans- 
fer the conduct of these duties to a person not possessing 
ecpial ex])evieuee, while it secures to the utmost praetieahle 
extent the advantage of the continued exercise you of 
those talents and qualities which liavc so eminently contri- 
buted to the succes.s of the arrangement by which the Sikh 
Chiefs between the Jumna and the Sutledge were placed 
under the immediate pu-otection .and guarantee of the British 
GoA’crnment. 

3. You will accordingly be pdeased to notify this 
arrangement to Captain Birch and to furnish him wuth 
instructions for his guidance, directing' him to communicate 
his proceedings to you and to eonform to such directions as 
you may deem it necessary, from time to time, to issue to 
him. Captain Birch should corrosp:)ond directly -with me for 
the information of the Governor-General, transmitting- his 
dispatehes tliroug-li the Bosident at Dchli and forwarding 
eopnes to Fort Y’illiam. 
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4. Previously to your departure from Lodbiaua it will Fnrthei- in- 
be proper for you to communicate to Eajali Pi.uujeet Sing in ColonePocb- 
general terms tire object of your march, and to convey to tci'lony. 
him such assurances as may be necessary to satisfy his mind 

that the intended measures of the British Government are 
entirely unconnected with anything- that can affect his 
interests. The precise views rGth which the movement of 
Sunsar ChundT force is contemplated by us should also be 
distinctly brought under his notice. 

5. The Governor-Gener.al entertains no suspicion th.at 
Eunjcet Sing will take advantage of the absence of your 
force from Lodhiana to molest the Sikh Chiefs under our 
protection or in any manner to infringe the stipulations of 
the existing treaty. Any attempt to favor or suppoj-t the 
Goorkha force, more especially after a successful commencement 
of jmm- operations, is altogether improbahle, and it is presum- 
able that any disposition of this sort would be speedily 
dispelled by a communication to the Bajah of the tenor of 
your conference with Bhugty Sing Thappa., reported in your 
dispatch No. 187, dated 20th December 1813,^ and of the 
rep)ort of your // 1 reen'ya// of that part of Ummer Sing’'’s 
discourse which relates to Runjeet Sing-, communicated in your 
dispatch No. 200 of the 15th ultimo." 

6. A notification to the Sikh Chiefs under our protection 
and an exhortation to them to be under no apprehension 
during the teinporaiy absence of the greater part of j-our 
force will also be advisable. 

7. Ton w-ill of course call on them in the name of the 
Government for such aid as jmu may judge them capable of 
aftordiug of a nature to be useful in the approaching- service 
Besides the Infantry w'hich they may be able to furuiah, it 
occurs to the Governor-General that their Cavalry may be 
serviceable in protecting- the low lands from any incursions 
from the hills -n-hich may be undertaken or encouraged by 

’ 163 supra. 

= Not pnntetl. 
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Shah Shuja- 
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the Groorklias by Ti'ay of diversion or for tbe purpose of 
plunder. On this subject the Governor- General deems that 
you fvill be governed by your own discretion. 


179. From Ga-i^tain G. Birch, Assistant Agent, Gavci-iicr- Gen- 
eral, Loclianali, to J. Adjh, Bsqnirc, and J. Mor'CKtoh, 
Bsqnire, Secretaries to Government, — dated the 2nd of 
Becemher 181-1. 

I HAVE tbe honor to communicate^ for the information 
of the Eight Ilon^ble the Governor-General^ that about five 
o'" clock yesterday evening a message was brought me by 
an Afghan that Wulla Begum and all the females of 
Shah Sliooja-ul-Mulk'’s family had arrived from Lahore 
and taken refuge in tbo town of Lodianab_, and that the 
King also meant to attempt his escape. However, it appears 
his intentions were discovered by an open note No. 1, which 
has since arrived directed to Colonel Ochterlony, copy of 
which I beg leave to enclose.^ It is said to be written by tbe 
King^s own hand. I also enclose a communication from tbe 
Lahore newswriter, No. 2, on this subject.^ 

On ascertaining that there was no deception in tlie 
Afghanis report of their being really the IvingG family, 
I thorrgEt it would allay the apprehensions they described 
themselves to he under, with regard to tbe reception they 
should meet with in coming without permission into the 
British dominions, to send them word they might rest assured 
of their personal securltj'’, and that I was sorry I had no better 
accommodation to offer them than a tent which I Iregged leave 
to prepare for them. 

They e.vpressed their gratitude for the kind reception, 
but begged to decline troubling me for anything’ ; that tin? 
protection of the British Government was all they would ever 
aek or receive from them. 


* IsTot traceable in the Punjab Records, 
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180. From Colonel D. Ogiitxrlont, Arjcni, Governor-General, 
Lodiana, to J, Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Govern- 
ment, Fort William, — No. SOS, elated Gam-qp NeJir, the 
Gill of Decemher 1814. 

I HAVE the honor to transmit herewith a letter addressed 
to the Eight Honorable the Governor-General from dimmer 
Sing- Thappa. 

2. The contents of it are briefly stating that he has 
received orders from Naipanl to send a confidential person to 
negociate a peaee^ and requesting permission so to do if such 
proposals wonld be acceptable to His Lordship. His letter to 
me only requests that I will read, seal and transmit it, 
permission having arrived from Naipanl in consequence of my 
recommendation to send a person to IMr. Metcalfe, Kesident 
of Dehli. 


Enclosure 1 to 180, 

Translation of the siihstance of a letter from Ummer Sing- 
Tkapfa to Colonel Ocuteulonv, 

States that he transmits to Colonel Ochterlony a letter 
to the address of the Governor-General, for the purpose of its 
being forwarded to His Lordship after pernsal, and requests 
Colonel Ochterlony to obtain a favorable answer, observing 
that should it be His Lordship’s pleasure to adjust all 
differences, and to restore friendship and harmony between 
the two States, nothing coirld be more desirable, but that 
otherwise, whatever the will of the Almig-hty may be will 
come to pass. 


Enclosure 2 to 180. 

Translation of the substance of the letter from TJmmer Sing 
Tiiatfa to the Governor-General, referred to in 
the foregoing. 

States that firm friendship had subsisted between the 
two States, hut that, for some time past, in consequence of 
misunderstandings between the officers of the two Govern- 
ments, disputes respecting boundaries had arisen. Eegrets 
this interruption of that friendship which was attended with 


Overtures of 
the Ourkhs 
Commauder 
for peace. 
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miittial aclrautag'es. States that Chunder Seklier Opadeea 
had been sent by the Rajah of hhepaiil for the adjustment of 
depending' points ; that he (Ummor Sing) had also received 
a letter from the Rajah directing him to send a confidential 
person to the British Grovernment : he therefore informs the 
Governor-General that if His Lordshgi is desirous that the 
existing differences regarding the houndaiy disputes shall he 
adjusted, he will send a confidential person with a letter to 
the Governor-General to negociate the adjustment of the 
pending differences to the boundary disputes ; otherwise, if 
war in the hills be His Lordship'’s object the will of God 
will be done. 


181. From J, Ad.im, Esquire, Secretary to Government, to 
Colonel E. Ociit ERLoyr, Agent, Governor-General, 
Lodltiana,— dated Gamp Moradahad, the lltli of Eccem- 
her ISld. 

I AAi directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dis- 
patch of the 6th instant, ^ enclosing an original letter from 
Ummer Sing Thappa to the Governor-General and one to your 
address. 

You will be pleased to state to Ummer Sing Thappa that 
the Governor-General has received his letter and considered the 
contents ; that the questions now depending between the two 
vStates no longer refer to the original differences on the 
boundaries, but in consequence of the conduct of the Goorkha 
Government involve interests of the greatest magnitude ; that 
the British Government, as it reluctantly entered into the 
■war, is -nulling to renew the relations of amity on terms 
consistent -with its interests, dignity and honor ; that if 
Ummer Sing is authorized to depute an agent for the pvrrpose 
of adjusting terms of peace, the agent will be received and the 
terms which he may propose listened to, and, if admissible, 
they will be duly discussed ; that in this event, he will be 
pleased to direct the agent to proceed to Dehli, where the 
Resident wull be prepared to receive the communications with 
which he may be charged. 

* ISO itijpra. 



ly. ] LTJDmA:^^A AQAINGY UAJGORDG, ISU-IS. 425 

You ■will of course )iot suffer Ummer Sing-Y clepulation of 
au agent to interrupt tlie ]>rogrcps of your operations^ and rrill 
decidedly reject any proposition of this nature rvhich he may 
make to yon. 


182 . From J, Adjof, Esqui-re, Secrcfarij to C-roi-ernniciif, to 
Captain G. Fmcir, Lodhiaiu/y — dated Gamp Felainallah, 
IdfJi of December 1814. 

I HAVE the honor to acknoudedge the receipt of _yonr letter 
of the 2nd instant/ communicating tlic arrival at LoJhiaua 
from Lahore of Y'ulfa Begum and all the females of the 
family of Shah Shnja-ool-i\Ioolk. 

2. I am directed by the Right Iloi/blc the Governor- 
Generad to aerpraint you that, though he regrets the occurrence 
reported in yonr letter, and cannot on any acconnt encourage 
or countenance any views which may he entertained Icy the 
fugitives of the family of Shah Shuja directed towards any 
chang’e in the situation of the Sdiab, His Lordship eouceivi's 
that the British Government is withheld by motives of 
humanity from refusing them that protection under which 
they have thrown themselves. 

3. It is not impi-obable that Rajah JBinjeet Sing' may 
apply to tlie Govermnoiit for these ladies to bo restored to 
him, a roc{uost which of course cannot he complied with. In 
the event of Itnujeet Siug-'’s addressing- you for this purjmse, 
the Governor-General de.sires that you will reply by assuring 
the Rajah that the British Government will never give its 
countenance or support to the familj' or dependants of Shah 
Shuja in any designs which may interfere with the views or 
wishes of Runjeet Sing, but that the withdrawing' from them 
that protection under which they have placed themselv'es would 
be inconsistent with the duties of humanity and the character 
of the British nation, and as such can never he a fit object 
of solicitation. 


Arriv.il of 
family of 
Shall Shnja- 

ul-Mulh at 

Ludliiaua. 


’ 179 st'pra. 


If 
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183 . From J. Ao.ijif, E^q^nirc, Ser.retary to Government, to 
Captain G. Eir.ciJ, Assistant Atjeni, Governor General, 
T^odJuana, — dated Gamp Najibahad, the 21st of December 
ISU. 

A FPiiTirER consideraiion of tlie actual situation of the 
members of tlic family of Shah Sliuja, who have taken refuge 
at Lodhiana^ has suggested to the Governor- General the 
expediency of remoAung them from a position where they are in 
some measure exposed to daug-cr from any desperate attempt 
which might be made from tlie opposite side of the Sutledge 
to seize them, and the proximity and exposed situation of 
which alone might tempt E.uuject Sing secretly to encourage 
such an attempt ; and His Lordship has according’ly resolved 
to i'emovo them to Dcbli, whore they rvill be in a state of 
security and comfort which Lodhiana Avill not afford. You 
Avill therefore be pleased to propose to them to proceed to 
Delhi, on the ground of their greater security and comfort, 
and will take the requisite measures for carrying the plan 
into effect. You will consider yonrsclf authorized to afford 
them jmur aid in procuring carri.ige for their coinuqyance, and 
if it shall appear that they have not the moans of supplying 
themselves, you are at liberty to afford them such pecuniary 
assistance as may 1)G necessary, preserving every practicable 
attention to economy in your an'ang''e!nents of this nature. 
You will he pleased .also to furnish them with such a guard 
as may he reeprisite for their protection on the road. 

S, You will announce to Mr. hletcalfe the period of 
their dcjimfure fro.n Lodhiana and probable arrival at Dehli, 
and furnish him rrith all the information respecting them 
necessary to enable him to execute the orders of Goveniiuent 
for their reception and accommodation. 

3. IE Ilajab Lunjeefc Sing' should make any representa- 
tion to you reg-ardiiig the removal of Shah SliujaG family from 
Lodhiana, you aauU be pleased to reply to the following effect. 
Lou will renew the assurances, Avhich you have already 
been authorized to make to him, that the British Government 
will never countenance any proceeding of that family at alt 
uusatisfaclory to Lunject Sing'; that their removal to Dehli is 
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neccssavy for tliat conifoi'fc which the British Goverumeiit 
cannot refaso to afford to helpless females n'ho have thrown 
themselves on its proteoLion ; hnt that the leading' motive for 
their removal thither is that it will prevent them from 
carrying on any intrig’ues for effecting' the escape of Shah 
Shnja, or for any other purpose uiiacceptahle to the Eajah, 
which could not be so ehectually prevented if they continued 
to reside at Lodhiana. 


Proposed re- 
moval of tlio 
family of 
Stall Shiija- 
ul-j\[ullc to 
Dollii, 


184. From Gapfa-in G. Finen, Assistant Agent, Governor^ 
General, Lodkmali, to J. Adjoi, Fsqnire, Secretary to 
Government, — dated Lodianali-, the 1st of January 1815. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 21st instant^ regarding the removal of Shah Shooia-vrl- 
Mulk’s family to Dehlee. I consequently sent a message to 
the Begum this evening that His Excellency the Big’lit 
Houhde the Governor-General has proposed their proceeding 
to Dehlee as a situation of greater security and comfort, and 
that I had permission to furnish thorn with a guard and give 
every assistance in mj^ power for their accommodation on the 
journey, and that they might l)e assured of Hr. IMetoalfe 
treating them with everj^ kind attention on their arrival. 

2. Tlie Beg’um begs me to reply that such consideration 
from the British Government gives her the greatest satis- 
faction, and partlenlarly requests me to communicate her 
acknovdedgmeuts to His Excellenc}^ the Governor-General; 
but she begs to decline the offer of a residence in Dehlee 
for the following reasons; — first, that she has not the means 
nor, as the King her husband is situated, the inclination to 
meet the King of Dehlee on an equal footing ; and secondljq 
that it is great consolation to her to ho as near her husband 
as possible to enable her to cany on a quick corresi^ondence 
with him. 

3. I am therefore at a loss to argue against such 
reasoning', and I have not said anything further, concluding 
His Excellency the Governor-General would not wish it to be 
urged against her inclination. 
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4. The appvcltension of their being' subject to any 
desperate ail;empt made me send for their headman a day or 
tu'o after their arrival, and I explained to him liow much 
they were exposed to molestation from any banditti who 
in expectation of a reward from Itunjeet Sing might attick 
them; that I had on this consideration requested Colonel Knox 
to allow a hundred of Bajah Bhang Sing’s sepoys (who were 
on cantonment duty) to join the tlianna guard in the town 
Avhich was near the house the}'- then occupied, and had given 
the Surdar commanding instructions to- comply with any 
requisition he might make for guards and sentries, -which 
I requested he would himself station about their dwelling 
to ensure their securitj', and observed to him there was no 
occasion to alarm the Begum by telling her all I had warned 
him against, hut to say that I had offered them for protection 
against thieves. 

5. But she desired him not to call any guard or place 
any sentry about her house, because it would be reported to 
Buiijeet Sing that she was under restraint; so I desired 
sentries to he placed at the cud of the streets leading to 
the house and the guard to be on the alert. 

6. Soon afterwards I procured them a much more 
comfortable dwelling and frour its construction more secure 
than the generality of houses, which they are much pleased 
w'ith, and have furnished them with cots, cooking utensils, 
and other little necessaries which they could not procure, and 
which I thought it iucumheut upon me to supply them with, 
as they came totally destitute of every comfort. 

7. The Begum has lately sent to me several of the 
King’s letters to her wherein he mentions the conduct of 
Bunjeet Sing towards him and the messages he receives from 
him. He has lately taken away the sentries who were placed 
constantly in the .same apartment with him, and they are now 
only round the dwelling ; and he has also allowed him several 
little indulgences which were before denied him, and he sent 
him word he would release him entirely if he would make a 
promise not to go for refuge under the influence of the British 
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Goverumeut, and ]iever to molest Iiis ^possessions il: lie ever 

got into power. Tlie Kina' replied he would not make him rl-Mnlk by 

any promises. . Kanjlt Singli, 

8. The Begum also sent me a letter from her brother, 

Fatty Khan, and another near relation who at the time he 
wu'ote did not know she had left Lahore. He regrets extremely 
that Shah Shooja-ul-Mulk cannot get to him, as jMahomood 
Shah is very unpopular and if Shooja-ul-Mulk was jireseut he 
would be immediately restored to the throne ; that, as he fears 
there is no chance of his being able to effect his eseaiie from 
llunjeet Sing (as he had refused half the revenue of Cashmere 
and jMooltan for his release), yet if the Begum could roach him 
she would he established on the throne during her hushaud^s 
absence, and recpiests her if po.ssilile to make the attempt if 
she has any hopes of succeeding in safety and her health 
equal to the undertakiug ; but she does not seem inclined to 
make the trial. 

185 . From J. Adjat, Esquire, Secretary to Government, to 
Captain O. Birch, Assistant Aejent, Governor-General, 

Loclliiana, — dated Gamp ilooniclc, the 7th of Jamiary 
1815. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowdedge the receipt of your Accommorla- 

dispatch dated the 1st of this mouth, and reporting your 

nroceedina’s in consequence of the instructions of the Bight Slmja- 

^ ^ 1 ... , ul-Mulk at 

Honorable the Governor-General comiuumcated in my letter Ludbiaua. 

of the 21st ultimo. 

2. I am directed to acquaint you that you judged 
properly of the wishes of the Governor-Gener.al in not 
continuing to urge the removal to Dehli of Wuffa Begum 
and the other ladies of the family of Shah Shuja-ul-Moolk 
when you found that measure to he contrary to the inclination 
of the Begum. His Lordship also ax>proves of the stejis 
taken by you for the security of the Begum and her family, of 
your having selected for them a more convenient dwelling 
than that in which they at first resided, and of your having 
snjiplied them with cots and other articles of which they stood 
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in need. The Governor-General is happy to learn that this 
aeeommoclation is gratifying- to the Begum, and is pleased to 
sanction the expense incurred for this purpose. 


186. Erom G. IF. Sifta^ton, Esquire, Eersiem Secretary to the 
Gorernor- General, to Major-General E. Ocuterloxi', 
Agent, Governor-General, — dated Gamp Fattegarli, the 
2Sth of March 1815. 

I ATii directed to transmit to you the enclosed translation of 
a paper delivered to His Excellency the Governor-General by 
Beg'uin Sumroo, and to desire that you will be ]deased to offer 
such observations as may occur to you on the subject of the 
Begnm^s paper. 

His Lordship conceives it very unlikely that you should 
IiaA'e held forth by .any implication the expectation that the 
British Government would pay to the Begum what might 
be due to her from Sindiah, or interpose with him for obtain- 
ing liquidation of any such account; and the Governor- 
General can have little doubt that every fair claim rvas 
considered at the (fine that the existing arrangement with the 
Begum was made. 


Exclosxiue to 1S6. 

Translation of a paper rcce-ired from Bequ2I Sumroo, dated 
1-ItU Eehrnary 1815, 

The state of the case is this. Previously to the iutrocluc- 
tion of the British axTbhority in this quarter, my battalions 
under Colonel Salenr were serving with Donlat Row Sindiah 
in the Deccan. That Prince, in consideration of their services, 
was pleased to double their p.ajq for which he assigned some 
moltauls h\ jaiJaud and g-ranted a’snnittid ; hut, as General 
Perron, SindialBs ]\Ianager in Hindoostan, was not at heart 
attached to his master, and W'as also ill-disposed towards 
me, the order Avas not carried into cifect, and he delayed to 
put me in possession of the villages from day to day. At this 
peilod the provinces of Iliudoostan rverc annexed to the 
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Britisli Empire, and with the sanction of Genei-al Lahe I 
established mj authority in il-l wohauls in Saharunpore, and 
my troops were employed for some months in settling- the 
country. Having- been sulrseqiiently directed to withdraw 
from those moJ/nitls, I paid the troops tliere, and recalling 
them from thence delivered over the lauds to tire officers of 
the British Government appointed to receive charge of them. 
Hearing that Mr. Guthrie Avas surrotiiided the Sikhs in 
Saharunpore, I dispatched my troops to his assistance, 
and by the blessing of God they succeeded in Ijringing 
him off in safety. Yfhile be Ava.s Avith me at Sardhann, 
be one day in the course of conversation adverted to 
my battalions under Colonel Sale-ar being in the Deccan. 
Colonel Ochterlony also, Avhen be came to Dehli and I 
proceeded thither to meet him, said to me that I oug-ht not to 
le.aAm my battalions with Sindiab, but shonld recall them 
from that cpiarter Avithout delay. I replied that it would l.ie 
better, and that their recall AA'onld soon take place, but 
observed that the sum of nine laks of rujieos was clue from 
Siucliah, on account of their ari'cars, exclusive of charges for 
poAvder and lead, and asked him what he advised to he done. 
Colonel Ochterlony said : Why .should you have a. tliouglit 

about recovering the money from Sindiab ; you ought not 
even to ask him for a sing-le leaf of paun, but consider 
yourself an adherent aird Avell-Avisher of the British CoA'ern- 
ment.'’^ Accordingly in the ColoueBs presence I dispeatchod an 
order to Colonel Saleur directing him to set out immediately 
on its receipt, and on no account AvhatcA-er to defer his 
departure for a single hour. Colonel Saleur, in obedience 
to nry commands, set out Avith the utmost expedition, and 
arriving in Hindoostaii joined the British Army. Tlie 
fact of my battalions being in attendance on Lord Jjake 
when be came to tkis quarter is no doubt known to Your 
Lordsliip from the dispatches of that time. AYhen I met 
the General at Delhi, I said not a word to him on the 
subject-, supposing that all the circnmstance.s bad been 
fully stated by Colouel Ochterlony Some time after when 
I met the Colonel I questioned him on this point, and he 
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pleaded tbafc it had escaped his memory. Prom that time the 
seal of silence avas on my lip.s, and I never again spoke on the 
Enbject to any of the English gentlemen. Now that Your 
Lordship has come to this quartey and those who were looking 
for this blessing have enjoyed the gTatification of experiencing 
your kindness and favour, you have been pleased to exalt me 
to the rank of a sister, and I appeal to the Almighty, Who 
is the searcher of hearts, that I look up to Your Lordship as 
to an cider brother, and have ever since been entirely occirpied 
with the desire of manifesting- the reverence and regard due 
to that relation, holding the promotion of Yonr LordshipY 
wishes to be paramount to every other consideration. Y'’onr 
JjordshipY gracious affability and condescension enconraga 
me to lay aside reserve, and I now trouble you with a 
declaration respecting my receipts and disbursements, the 
former of which are on the dc’crease while the latter are on the 
increase, or in other words I am under circumstances of 
pecuniary embariAssmcnt. I am. persuaded that whatever 
Your Lordship’s enlightened judgment shall suggest in this 
affair will be tlie most conducive to my interest. 


187. Fro in 2rnjor-GritcrnI D. OciiTERioyr, Aijcnt, Governor- 
GencraJ, to G. Sir/sroy, Esquire, Eersinn Sccretanj to 
the Goveriior-G encral , — dated Gamp, Stli of April ISlo.- 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2Sth of i\rarch, with the translation of a paper 
presented to the Governor-General by Begum Snmroo. 

3. At this distance of time and without an opportunity 
of referring to the public correspondence at Dehli, it is not 
pos.sible for me to state, with any pretension to accuracy, the 
transactions of a period when my attention was engaged by 
duties as important as they were various, and for a short time 
embraced military, political and reveunal departments, in 
all of wkich I was frequently without instructions, compelled 
to act on the exigency of the moment according to existing 
circumstances and according to the best of my judgment in 
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some cases where I had not the benefit ot the least previous 
experience. 

3. General Lake certainlj did for a time authorise the 
Beg-um to collect certain mclmuts in north Saharunpoor ; it 
was a temporary measure and terminated on i.he appointment 
of revenue officers by the British Government, 

4. I well remember that the wavering- and indecisive 
conduct of the Begum excited the suspicion and occasioned the 
high displeasure of Lord IVelleslej'', I)y whose order I cither 
sent a letter from himself or communicated bis sentiments 
in a very explicit manner to berg and, though I have not the 
slightest recollection of the speech she ascribes to me, I 
thiiik it possible I may have used it, not, however, to 
encourage a hope of the arrears of Sindiah being paid by the 
British Government, but to intimate that the loss of those 
arrears would he more than paid by retaining the lands she 
now enjoys, and which she indubitably would have lost had 
she long’ persisted in the temporising policy she had then 
adopted. 

5. Saleur with the Dukhuuny Battalions of the Beguni 
at leng'tb arrived at Dehli, but I do not recollect any service 
on which they 'were emjiloyed under Lord Lake in person. 
1 did send some of them to the Hurriana under Major 
Brownrigg of the IMaharatta Service, where they mutinied 
and otherndse behaved so ill that when Dehli was attacked 
by Holkar I rejected tire offer she made me of some troops, 
fearful of employing them at a time when their services might 
have been useful if their general character for iusubordinatiou 
and misconduct had not rendered me more apprehensive of 
injury than advantage from their pi^eseuce. 

6. Bespectiug what the Begum says of my pleading-' 
that it had escaped my recollection, it is imjrossible flatly to 
deny what is so roundly asserted, Imt I wish to know what 
facts escaped my memory and regular report which would have 
been beneficial to her interests and reputation, and I would 
likewise wish her to he asked what share I had in the ultimate 


TIeport of 
Major-Goner- 
nl Oclitei'louy 
on tlio ropi'o- 
sentation of 
the Bogam 
Sainru. 



Ivcpnvf. of 
]\Inioi'-Gcii' 
cr.ai Oclitcr- 
liiuY on tho 
rcpiTSOiitatioQ 
of the I^cga.m 
Saniiu 


43-i LlWniAl^A AGENCY llECORES, ISJA-lo. [ Cuaf. 

settlement o£ Lev clnims^ M'batevcr mig’bt be their nature 
and exieiit. 

7. If I bad beeiij as I shall not readily achnoudedge I 
ever negdcclftil of her interests^ vhy did she neglect her 
o\vn ? She null not, she can not, deny that ]\Ir, Guthrie rvas 
sent by Lord Labe for the adjustment of all her accounts, in 
Avbicb uhas, I believe, inel tided pay to her troops as v/ell as 
the temjiorary levies for the collections of the Sabarunpooi’ 
'meJianls. 


8. She cannot deny that her demands rd that time 
mig-bt have been made, and that no period could be more 
proper than when she was trying to balance the amount of 
her collections bj’’ the expenses incurred, or by any demand or 
claim which the representative of Government bad encouraged 
or promised, 

0, Ml'. Guthrie made bis report of bis proceedings 
direct to Lord Lake, and it does not occur to me tliat I was 
ever further acquainted witli the transaction than affording 
such information as I could to cheek the exaggerated demands 
Avkicb she then made. 

10. I always considered the adjustment made hy Mr, 
Guilu'ie as final, but whether there was any balance due to the 
Begum or from her I do not remember, if I ever knev/. But 
I feel the most perfect confidence that I never could liaA*e used 
an}" expression which implied the payment of arrears or the 
exertion of onr interference for the attainment of them ; and 
I do as sincerely believe that klr. Guthrie, who was then 
partial to the Begum and grateful for her conduct in releasing 
him from the Sikhs, was likely to give every due attention to 
any claim wliich coidd he considered just and equitable, and 
1 am the more convinced of this from my belief that I have 
lieard him r(?gret there was one AcBich he had not thought of, 
and she had not urged at that moment, which might have 
been acceded liy the British GoA’crniucut, 
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188 . IG •om GaiAain G. BiRCii, Assistant Agent, Governor- 
General, LodianaJi, io J. Aium, Esquire, Secretary to 
Government, — dated the 5th of May 1815, 

I HAVE tlie honor to communicate, tor the information 
of His Excellcncj^, that Wuffa Beg-uni lias iiifornred me 
of her having received a letter from Shah Shooja-ul-jMulk 
elated from Itaioree, 'where he had heeu kindly received hy 
Rajah Auger Khan and also received the congratulations of 
the iieig'bhouriug Chiefs upon his release, with offers of their 
services to assist him in any views he might have upon 
Cashmere. Shah Shooja-ul-i\fulk states to the Begum his 
having written to jN'Iahomud Azzeeiu Khan, Subadar of 
Cashmere, and if ho accedes to his pi'oposal he expects his 
]dan of operations will be effected without mucli difficulty, 
of wdrich he only mentioi'is so much as to observe he hopes 
soon to be in possession of the fort of Attuk. 

He rerprests the Begum to remain where she is, and 
mentions his having' given over charge of a daughter, who 
was left with him, to some one io convey to Lodianah, but 
desires her not to be alarmed if she does not reach her for 
some time, as he directed her to be concealed until Runjeefc 
Sing’ fdiould hear of his being out of his territory and those in 
pursuit of him returned. She lias therefore not yet arrived. 


189 . From Mnjor-Gcncrnl B. OcuTERiORr, Agent, Governor- 
General, to J. Aojor, Esquire, Serretary to Govern- 
ment, — No. 22 j, dated Gamp Bntioh, the loth of May 
1815. 

I iiAvm the honor to transmit under the seal and 
signature of Ummer Sing the Convmution or Agreement 
which has been this day exchanged between that Chief and 
myself, and I shall feel very sincere concern if the general 
tenor of it is not fully approved by tbe Right Honhde the 
Governor-General. 

If some indulgences have been granted, I trust couuter- 
balaucing advantages have been obtained, and when the near 
approach of the rainy season is considered, and that during 
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that scation of inaction expensive establishments must have 
been oontinuedj I hope His Lordship n’ill be pleased to 
approve ndiat has been clone, and to accept my dutiful 
congratulations on tlie general result of my humble but 
anxious exertious. 


Enclosuri; 1 to 189. 

Gonrention or Agreement entered into between Knjec D.MejEU 

Sing TiiJPP .1 and Major- General OcuTPP.LONr, on the 
15th May 1815. 

In consideration of the high rank and character of Kajee 
Ummer Sing Thappa., and of the skill, braveiy, and fidelity 
Avith which he has defended the country committed to his 
charge, it is agreed : 

1. That Kajee Ummer Sing Thappa, Avith the troop)s 
UOAA’ in Rarrjgurb, shall march out and retain their arms and 
accoutrements, the colours of their respective corps, two guns 
and all private property, which shall be duly respected and 
preserved, and every attention and delicacy observed in respect 
to the Zenana of the Kajee, and eA'ery person under his 
authority. 

3. In consideration, also, of the gallant conduct of 
Kajee Eunjore Sing Thappa, it is ag’reed that he shall 
likewise march out of the fort of Jeytvrck with two hundred 
men, wdio arc to retain their arms, coloirrs and one gun, with 
the Bharaclars (chief officers) and their followers, about three 
hundred more in number, unarmed, -ndth his OAAm and their 
private propertj’-, Avhich shall be respiected, and the sanctity of 
the Zenana preserved. 

3. Kajee Uurmer Sing Thappa and Kajee Kunjore 
Sing* Thappa, with their property and followers, are at 
liberty to pu'oceed by the route of Thaueisur, Hurdwar, and 
* or Tvalcc Nujeehabad, to join the troops eastward 

cf the river Snrjoo,* or by wbicbever 
route they determine to piroceed to that destination. CouA'ey- 
ance shall be proAuded for the transportation of their property 
to the confines of the Nepanl territorv. 
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4. Kajee ITmmer Sing Tliappa and Kajee Runjore Sing 
Tbappa sliall be at liberty to meet n'berever they please. 

5. All the troops in the service of Nepaul^ rrith the 
exception of those granted to the personal honor of the 
Ivajees Umnier Sing and Rnnjore Sing’, will be at liberty 
to enter into the service of the British Government, if it is 
ag'reeable to themselves and the British Government choose to 
accept their services, and ihose who are not employed will be 
maiutaiued on a specific allowance )w the British Government, 
till peace is concluded between the two States. 

6. Kajee Ummer Sing Tbappa, on bis ]3art, agrees to 
leave the fort of IMalown, whenever Irearers and other convey- 
ance are prepared for his private propert 3 V 

7. Kajee Ummer Sing Tbappa also agrees to send 
immediate orders for the evacuation and doliver^g to persons 
properly authorised, of the forts of Bhylee (Irkee), SubbatoOj 
Mornee, Jeytuck, Juggntgurh, Rowalieen, and all other forts 
and fortresses now hold by the Nepaul troops between the 
Jumna and Sntledge rivers. The garrisons of all which 
forts, strongholds, etc., shall enjoy their private property 
unmolested, and the arms and warlike stores in each shall be 
left in deposit, for the future decision of the Bight Honorable 
the Governor-General ; with exception to such among them 
as are related to Kajee Ummer Sing Tbappa by kindred, 
about eighty-three men, wlio shall be at liberty to retain 
their arms and accoutrements. 

8. Kajee Ummer Sing Tbappa akso agrees to send 
immediate orders to Kajee Bukhtour Sing for the evacuation 
of the territory of Ghurwall, to deliver over the forts, &c., in 
that district to the officers of the British Government, and to 
proceed to Nepaul br^ tbe Kamaon route, with their garrisons, 
all public property including warlike stores, accompanied by a 
clt-iqirassio with a 2 >ass on the 2 >art of the British Government. 

Scjm-rale Article . — Kajee Ummer Sing Tbappa wishes it 
to be understood that he shall give immediate orders for the 
instant surrender of the distant forts, in the hope that it may 
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lead to an early renewal of the relations of amity winch liave 
subsisted between the two States for these sixty years, and 
the advice of Beem Sab and the Bliaradurs of Kamaon. 


190 . From J. Ad. nr, Esrpurc, Scc.rciarxj to Government, to 
Major-General B. OcuTrRioxr, Agent, Gorernnr- 
Gcneral, — claied Gamp Fidtignrh, the 21st of Maij ISIS. 

I iivvE had the honor to receive and submit to His 
Excellency the Govmrnor-Greneral your dispatch of tlie Loth 
instant, enclosing the agreement concluded by you with Kajee 
Ainer Sing Thappa for the immediate surrender of all the 
forts and possessions of the Goorkhas west of the river Jumna 
and in the province of Gurhwah 

S. B}'- this arrangement, which combined with the 
evacuation of Kemaon has completed the extinction of the 
Goorkha power and influence in the tenitoiy west of the 
Gogra, a most important object of the war has been accom- 
plished. 

3. In the course of the operations conducted by you, 
to which the attainment of this decisive advantage is to 
he ascribed in a primaig’’ degree, the Governor-General has had 
repeated occasion to admire and applaud the unremitting- 
vigilance, iudefatigahle peerseveraucs, and eminent porofessioual 
ability dispJayed under circumstances at once arduous in 
themselves aud uew in the history of our military opeerations 
in India ; the profound judgment and the activity and 
energy regulated by singular discretion and perudence which, 
suppeorted aud seconded b}'" the discipline, valor, aud devotion 
of the officers and troop>s under your command, have enabled 
you to overcome the accumulated obstacles to success pu-esented 
by an active and intrepid enemy p)ossessiug every advantage 
of p^ositlou in a eouutiy precullarly calculated for defensive 
war. His Lordshipo has, in a General Order published to the 
Army under this day’s date, siguihed the high sense Avhich he 
entertains of your distinguished merits and services aud those 
of the officers and troopi.s under your command. 
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4. The tenor of your political proceeding’.? are no les.s 
deserving of the approbation of the Governor-General^ and^ 
rdthongh His Lordship has had the satisfaction of expressing 
his sense of yonr services in that branch of j^onr duty as each 
occasion arose, he feels it due to j’ou to take this opportunity 
of recording his high and entire approbation of your political 
proceedings throughout the campaign. 

Subsidiary 
arraiigemeuts 
in L'ouuectioa 
■n ifch the capit- 
ulation of 
the GurJdias. 

6, You v’ill have received my dispatch of the l’2th 
instant and my private letter of the 8th, subsequent!}’ to the 
conclusion of the agreement with U miner Sing. The terms 
which have been actually granted to Ummer Sing and to 
Runjore Sing, although varying iu some respects from tho.«e 
pre.seribod by the instructions above referred to, are on the 
whole equally advantageous to our interests and provide no less 
for the entire accoinplishnienb of the views of the Governor- 
General ill that branch of the military operations and political 
arrangements which were directed to the expulsion of the 
Goorkhas from their conquests west of the Ganges. 

7. Adverting to the advanced period of the season, and 
(notwithstanding the reduced state of jMalowu and the strait- 
ened condition of Jyetuck) to the number of strong'liolds still 
possessed by the enemj’, which might have enabled him to 
prolong the contest until the setting iu of the rains should 
compel us to suspend our operations; considering also the vast 
importance in an economical point of view of terminating the 
western branch of the ivar iu the pre.sent season, and the 
peculiar magnitude of that object wuth reference both to its 
probable influence in accelerating peace and to the additional 
means afforded of prosecuting the war with vigor, should it 
be protracted to another camjiaign, the Governor-General is 
of opinion that the terms granted to the enemy must he 


5. I now proceed to convey to you His LordshipT 
sentiments on the terms of capitulation which have been 
granted to Ummer Sing- Thappa and on the several points 
immediately arising out of that arrangement. 
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cousiclercd'to be'fully justified by tbe relative situation of tlie 
parlies and the inappreciable advantages secured to us by 
their operation. They are accordiug-lj^ approved and con- 
firmed by the Governor-General. 

8. Yon will^have taken all the requisite measures and 
precautions relative to the march of that portion of; the 
enemyT force ndiich has been permitted to retire with Ummer 
Sing’ and Iluujore Sing to the Nipaulese territory bej’ond the 
Gogra^ to the provision of supplies and carriagCj and to the 
appointment of an officer properly qualified to superintend 
all these arrangements and to conduct them through the 
Company’s territories. It will he satisfactorjq howcA’er, to 
His Lordship to receive from you a detailed report on all 
these points at your earliest leisure. His Lordship observes 
that the route to be taken by Ummer Sing and Eunjore Sing 
aiid their respective followers w.as not finally settled, and His 
Lordship is anxious to know how that point may have been 
determined. In the uncertainty which prevails relative to 
the actual state of the Province of Dotee the Governor-Gen- 
eral deems it to ho necessary that Ummer Sing' and Mmnjore 
Sing with their followers should enter the Nipaulese .terri- 
tories at a point to the eastward of that province. IE, as 
His Lordship deems to be probable, that province has been 
wrested from the Goorkha. Governmei\t, the foregoing arrange- 
ment will be in couformitj’ both to the spirit and the letter 
of the engagement, which must be strictly fulfilled under all 
circumstances. 

0. I am further directed to inform you that His Lord- 
ship is desirous of receiving at as early a period as may be 
practicable a detailed report of your negotiations and com- 
munications with Ummer Sing from their commencement 
until the conclusion of the agreement. 

10. I shall have the honor of addressing you in a 
separate ch'spafoli on the subject of the arraug-cnients which it 
will be expedient to frame with regard to the countries which 
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have fallen at the disposal of the Bvitieh Government hy the 
expulsion of the Goorkhas. 


191 . From E GiJJV, Esquire, Secretary to Government, to 
Major-General E. OcnTHRLONi', SniierintcnJent of Polit- 
ical Affairs and Agents, Governor- General, — dated Camp 
FattigarJi, the 28tli- of May 1815. 


Your ajipolutment to the General Staff of the Army 
having superseded the operation of the resol utiou of the 
Governor-General in Council conferring on you the command 
of the fort of Allahahadj mth an extra civil allowance of 
rupees 1^000 per mensem, in order to place you on a footing 
in point of salary with the Adjutant-General of the Army, 
according to the principle of remuneration assumed on that 
occasion, your appointment to the command of Allahabad and 
the consecpient emoluments of that command null cease from 
the date which may be determined by the Hon’ble the Yice- 
President in Council in the hlilitary Department. The civil 
allowance above referred to will cease from the same date. 
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2. The Goveriior-Geiieriil adverting to the augmciiled 
scale of 3 'our political duties occasioned by the recent expulsion 
of the Goorkha power from the countries west of tlie Jumna, 
over which ^mur general powers of superintendence and con- 
trol are to he extended. His Lordship has deemed the present 
a fit occasion to revise the salary hitherto drawm hy you in 
your political cajiacity, wutli a view to placing- it on a scale 
more adecpiate to the nature of the duties to be performed, .as 
w'ell as to your r.ank and situation in the serviee. 

3. His Lordship has accordingly jjeen pleased to appoint 
you to he Superintendent of Politic.al Affairs and Agent of the 
Governor-General in the territories of the Protected Sikh 
and Hill Chiefs between the Jumna and the Sutlerlge, and to 
authorize _you to draw in that capacity a salary of Sicca 
ltu]3ees Ij.'lOO per mensem from the first of next month, on 
which date the .salary now drawm hy you on that account will 
cease. 


o6 
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192 . From J. As./Jf, Esquire, Secretary to Government, fo 
Major-General D. Ocuterlonv, Superintendent of Polit- 
ical Affairs and Agent, Governor-General, — dated 
Camp Faiiigarh, the 28th of May 181S. 

Ijt couformifey to tbe intention stated in the concluding 
paragraphs ol: my dispatch o£ the 21st instant^^ I novr proceed, 
by command of His Excellency the Governor-General, to 
communicafo to you His Lordship^s resolutions and instruc- 
tions relative to the settlement of the countries west of the 
Jumna from which the power and authority of the Goorkhas 
haA'e been expelled b}' 3 mur arms. 

2. In framing these instructions the Governor-General 

has availed himself of the information and suggestions con- 
tained in your ]>rivate dispatch of the llth instant to mv- 
address. As, however, there arc many material questions 
involved in the arrangement on -which His Lordship does not 
possess information sufficiently precise to enable him to form 
a conclusive judgment, yon will be pleased to observe that the 
mstvncilons now communicated are not to he considered as 
final, except in so far as they may coincide with the result of 
your own cousideratiou of the subject on the spot, and as you 
may regard the delay arising- from further reference unneces- 
sary or inexpedient. In such cases His Lordship authorizes 
A’ou to act at once on tlie instructions now transmitted, or on 
your own discretion, regulated by tbe general principles stated 
in this dispatch. On all other points it is His LordshipG 
desire to receive from you a full report of your sentiments and 
the facts and clrcumslauces on which they are founded, that 
he thence be able to frame bis final resolutions and 

orders with the most complete information before him on every 
branch of the siibject. 

3. In considering the basis of an arrang-ement for the 
settlement of the countries to the "westward of the Jumna, 
which have come under our coiitroul h}" the events of the 
-u-ar, the Governor-General has reverted to the views and 
sentiments expressed in the instructions addressed to you 

’ 100 stq^ra. 
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nuclei' date the 30th September 1814. ^ It appears to His 
Lordship that the g-eneral principles on which those instruc- 
tions were founded will still form the most desirable basis of 
the proposed settlement, subject to such modifications and 
exceptions as may result from the particular circumstances 
and events of the war, or from a more correct knowledg'e of 
the disposition and actual state of the Chiefs and people u'lio 
are to be the subjects of the arrang-ement. 

4. The jn'incipal feature of the arrangement then 
contemplated was the restoring to their ancient territories the 
Hill Ra jahs reduced to subjection or expelled by the Goorkhas ; 
and this was founded partly on the aiiparent inutility and 
inexpediency of apiiropriating to the Honorable Company any 
portion of the tract under review, and partl^y on the belief and 
expectation that a knowledge of this intention on our part 
would stimulate the Chiefs and the people to exert themselves 
in effecting the expulsion of the common enemy. This 
expectation has been but ]iartially realized ; and in strictness 
few of the expelled Chiefs, or their subjects, have entitled 
themselves to the fulfilment of the terms of the Proclamation 
by a performance of tlie corresponding conditions. The 
permanent annexation of any part of the hilly country west 
of the Juiiiija to the dominions of the Honorable Company 
is not, however, with some exceptions Avhieh Aviil he hereafter 
adverted to, more an object of importance to onr interests 
than it was comsidered to be when the general quc.stion Avas 
formerly under discussion. On the Avliole, then, His Lordship 
retains his resolnlion to restore the ancient Chiefs in all 
cases ill which special reasons do not exist against the 
adoption of the measure, limiting the acquisitions of the 
Rritish GoA’ernmeut to such places only as it may be 
expedient to retain permanently or temporarily in order to 
secure our influence and poAAmr and to indemnify u,g to a 
certain degree for the exjiense of those estahlishments which 
we must necessarily maintain. Prom the above passage you 
will also infer His Lordship^s resolution to exercise 

' 177 siijJva. 
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cons'Laiit_, direct and efficacious controul over ilie reinstated 
Cbiel’s tlian was :i,l Log-etlior contemplated at the period when 
the instructions of the 30th September ISld were drawn. 

5. hla.ture rcdlmviou on the character, habits and former 
history of those petty Chiefs has satisfied His Lordship 
that the permanent operation of a vigorous controul will 
lie necessary to prevent the revival of ancient feuds and 
animosities leading to commotion and disorder, and that the 
inconvenience and embarrassment of arbitrating and settling 
their disputes and mutual claims cannot be avoided without 
the certaint}" of incurring evils of a more serious complexion. 

6. The retcMitioii in our hands of the fortresses of 
l\Ialown and Siihhatoo, for a considerable time at least, 
ajipv.'ars to His Lordship to be highly expedient on the grounds 
stated in your private letter above referred to and in the 
preceding parag'raphs. To each of these fortresses should, 
in His Lordship's judgment, be annexed a tract of contiguous 
and surrounding territory to be under the exclusive manage- 
ment and controul of the officers of the Briiisli Government, 
This territory shoirld not exceed what may be deemed 
absolutely necessaty for the attainment of the object of its 
retention, namely the secure and efllcieut occupation of the 
fortresses. The produce of these lands, whatever it may he, 
will of course be applicable to the expenses of the garrisons. 

7. The Governor-General approves your sugg'cstion for 
retaining the heavy ordnance in the fort of lilalown, and 
the Comraauder-ln-Chief will be requested to authorize the 
arrano'omeiits which this measure will render necessary. It is 
His Lordship’s opinion that the gai-rison both of ihlalown and 
Subhatoo may be composed of irregular troops (Goorkhas or 
other hill tribes), and that no larg-er proportion of regular 
troops than may be deemed absolutely necessary should be 
retained in them. On this subject you will be pleased to 
report to the Gommander-iti-Chief, under whose iinmediafco 
direction the strength and composition of the garrisons will 
be fixed. 
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8. I uovT proceed to state the observations and iiistme- 
tions o£ the Governor-General relative to each of tlie bill 
principalities between the Jumna and the Sutledg-e. 

9. Ku/tloor or Belaspore . — -The Rajab of Knbloor 
having been guaranteed in his possessions on this side of 
the Sutledge b}' the terms of the sunniir? under the signature 
and seal of the Governor-General bearing date the 6th of 
hlarch last, and having performed the conditions of the 
grant, no question arises in his ease as far as relates to his 
actual possessions. His Lordship’s attention has been drawn, 
however, to your observations i-elative to the subjeotion to 
the paramount authority of the Ilajah of Ivuhloor of the 
Thakooraees of Bujjee and Damee, which are stated bv you to 
have been formerlj' attached to that Bap Although Ba-jah 
hlaha Chund has fulfilled bis engagements with fidelity, 
that conduct of itself does not constitute a degree of merit 
sufficient to entitle him to any particular favor l.>eyoud that 
■which -was the plighted condition for his service ; but, as you 
appear to think that advantage •null result from the suggested 
arrangement, as evincing and thereby strengthening the 
influence of Suusaroo, the Rajah’s Vizier ”, -whose conduct 
is described by you as having' been marked by firmness, 
propriety and discretion. His Lordship is prepared to sanction 
that arrangement if you continue to be of opinion that it 
will be advisable. The arrangement is furfher recommended, 
as observed by you, by a consideration of the expediency of 
not throwing too much weight into the bauds of the Rajah of 
Hindoo!', under whose paramount authority it is proposed to 
place such of the twelve Thakooraees as are not otherwise 
disposed of. Previously to leaving this part of the subject, 
I am directed to observe that from a map in the possession 
of the Governor-General, believed to be compiled from good 
authorities, the Thakooraee of Ba.ghul appears to intervene 
between the territory of Kuhloor and Bujjee and Damee. 
There -nmuld, His Lordship conceives, be some awkirardness 
and probable inconvenience from the intervention of Bag'hul, 
subject to another paramount airthority, between the territory 
of Kuhloor and its two proposed dependent Thakooraees. 
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Tins point will no doubt be susceptible of explanation;, and 
constitutes tlie only obstacle to an entire approval and sairetion 
by His Lordsbip of the proposed arrangement. You have of 
course satisfied yourself that the rendering tbe 12 Thaboors 
subject to tbe paramount authority of other Chiefs contravenes 
no just or acknowledged right or privilege of the former. 

10. lluidoor . — Rajah Ram Sum has by his fidelity and 
active exertions in the war established a claim to the consider- 
ation of the British Government, not lessened by the strong 
motives of personal interest which incited him to make those 
exertions. He is accordingly fully entitled to the restoration 
of his former territorie.s and even to marks of favor, and His 
Lordship is happ}'' that the means of conferring additional 
benefit on him a.re to be found in an arrangement wblcb will 
also be advantageous to tbe public interests in other respects. 
The reservation in onr hands of hlalown and the territoiy to 
he annexed to that fortress, forming an exception to the general 
restitution of Ram Surn'’s territories, although a measure to 
which he could uot justly, and probably would not, take 
exception, constitutes another reason for wishing- to promote 
an arrangement beneficial to Ram Snrn, who of all the Plill 
Chiefs has deserved best of the British Government. 

11: Barrah Thaliooraee . — His Lord.sliip entirely approves 
of the plan for rendering subject to the paramount authoritv 
of Rajah Ram Sum the Barrah Thakooraee, with the excep- 
tion of the two to he placed in the same relation to Rajali 
M-aha Chund of Kubloor, and the Thakooraee of Bugliat and a 
portion of Iveonthul, which will be disposed of in the manner 
stated in the sequel. 

12. It will be necessary in carrying' this arrangement 
into execution, as well as that affecting Bujjee and Daraee, to 
ascertain and fix by pi’oper engagements tbe precise degree of 
I’igbt over these districts and tlieir Chiefs conferred by the 
paramountship. You Avill be pleased therefore to attend to 
this point in the execution of the proposed plan. 

IS. Keonthul . — Under the circumstances reported by 
you relative to the backwardness of tbe family of the Chief of 
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Keonthulj with ample means ol: materially assisting’ your 
operations^ the Governor-General has no hesitation in authoriz- 
ing' the reservation of a portion of his territory on the 
restoration of the rest, both as an act of justice in itself and 
as marking a proper sense of the remissness and indifference 
of that family. The previous situation of the Rajah and his 
fainil}^ renders his restoration to any part of the ancient 
territories of liis family an act of pnre and unmixed bountp on 
the part of the Rritish Government, and must he so considered 
both by himself and the other Chiefs. 


Settlement nf 
Hill ten-itoric* 
oouqneretl 
from the 
Gnrlchas, 


Id. The proposition for farming' to Rajah Ram Sum 
the portion of Keonthul to be withheld from its former possessor 
is approved. You will accordingly fix the rent and carry 
the arrangement into execution. His Lordship is not apprized 
whether Subhatoo, which is in Keonthul, be situated within 
the tract proposed to be farmed to Ram Sum. If it be, the 
territory to be annexed to the fort must be excluded from the 
farm, as no intermixed authority should be allowed in the 
fort lands. 


15. Buglnit . — The conduct of the Chief of Bughat has 
been such as to forfeit all claim to the restitution of his 
territories, and the Governor-General accordingly authorizes 
the retention of that tract for the Honorable Company as a 
partial compensation for the expenses of the establishment it 
will have to maintain. The Governor-General is not aware 
of the means of support possessed by the Thakoor of Bughat 
before the war; but, if it should not be ecpial to the comfort- 
able maintenance of his family. His Lordshij) would not be 
indisposed to assign to him a reasonable subsistence from 
the revenues of Bughat. You will be pleased to report 
to me for His Lordship’s information the amount which you 
would recommend in case of your deeming any such allowance 
necessary. 

16. His Lordship further desires me to request that you 
will report the arrangement which you would propose for the 
management of the lauds of Bughat under the resolution now 
communicated to yon of retaining it for the Company, 
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17. You are aware tliafc the Governor-General is not 
apprized of the particulars of the conduct pursued hy any of 
the 12- Thahoors during' the late military operations in Hindoor 
and Sirmore^ excepting' (hose whose case has jnstheen specially 
adverted to. Hie Lordship infers from your silence on this 
subject that you consider it to have been such as to warrant 
their restoration, with the declared exceptions, to their old 
possessions, subject to the paramount authority under 'which 
it is proposed to place them. 

18. Bussaher , — In j’ouv original communication with 
the Ranee, the mother of the infant Rajah of Bussaher, slie 
candidly stated her inability to offer opposition to the Goor- 
Ichas. The conduct of the principal persons in this State, 
althouQ'li their active exertions against the Goorhhas were 
postponed till an advanced period of the campaign and after 
the British Government had manifestly obtained the sip^eri- 
ority, bas yet been .such as in His Lordship^s judgment to 
entitle the ancient family to he established in the full enjoy- 
ment of its former possessions under engagements of protec- 
tion and guarantee on the one part and feudatorj* obligation 
on the other, similar to those to he concluded between the 
British Government and the other Hill Chiefs. No other 
arrangement of Bussaher -would indeed he so convenient con- 
sidering its remote situation and other circumstances. 

10. On referring to the accovint of this country con- 
tained in the report transmitted with jmur dispatch of the 
29th August 1814',' His Lordship is disposed to think that 
advantages of a commercial nature may be attainable under 
proper arrangements with this conntrju Should your further 
information lead you to retain this opinion, you are requested 
to report particvdarly the nature of the arrangements which 
you would recommend. If you are not prepared to offer an 
opinion on the subject at the present moment, it will be yet 
expedient to avoid any engagement which may preclude us 
from availing ourselves of fiu'tlier knowledge on this point. 
The investigation of this subject should form a svibject of the 

* 17G supva. 
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particular attention ol tlie ofReer employed in the superin- 
tendence of the Hill Chiefs. 

20. Rciti/ InrJcpcniJcnb 'Principal) lies. — Betu'een Bus- 
saher to the north and Sirmore to the south lie the States 
enumerated ]:)eloTrj ri'hich aro understood to be iudepeudentj 
though they have occasionally been compelled to submit to the 
temjjorcary domination of their more pou'erful neighbours ; — 

Bnlsun. 

Dillee. 

Kunaitoo. 

Beja. 

Baieen. 

Ootrooch. 

.Toobul. 

Koomharseiu. 

21. You are apprized that Mr. Fraser rras authorized by 
the Governor-General in a dispatch from me dated the 7th 
of IMarchj of which you received a copy, to promise the Chiefs 
of Joobnl that their independence should be guaranteed to 
them if they exerted themselves against the Goorkhas. The 
condition having been fulfilled to the extent of their means, 
the promise must be performed. No information is before 
Government respecting the conduct of the Chiefs of the oilier 
petty States above enumerated, but it will be in your recollec- 
tion that in the instructions to Mr. Fraser just referred to 
he was, in consecpience of a suggestion of yours, desired to 
hold out to them an assurance similar to that made to Joobnl. 
His Lordshi]! reeprests that you will corre.spond on this sub- 
ject with j\Ir. Fraser, and, having ascertained how far they 
have iierformed the condition on which their independence was 
to he secured, either proceed to give effect to the promise held 
out or refer for the decision of the Governor-General as the 
nature of each respective case may require. 

22. His Lordship is of opinion that considerable advan- 
tage would result from placing these petty States, or a portion 
of them, under the piaramouut authority of some superior Chief 
without invading their internal iudepicndent mithority. Ton 
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oE -vi-ill be pleasccl therefore to take this subject into consideration 
and report j’onr opinion for the inrormalion and decision 
of- the Governor-Greneral. On this subject His Lordship 
conceives that useful information and suggestions vdll be 
received from IMr. Fraser, -vviio has had a good deal of 
intercourse with some of tlicse Chiefs, under j'our authority 
and tlie iustructioiis of the Governor-General. 

23. Mornee . — The little State of Mornee -will be restored 
to Syad Jaffer, the representative of the hlussulman family 
which formerly possessed it, and who has brought forward 
a body of good in-egulars to co-operate with the force 
under your command and bas shewn considerable zeal and 
attaclunent. 

24. Svrmorc . — The GoYernor-General discerns no reason 
for altering the opinion Tvbicb was expressed in my dispatch 
to Mr. Fraser of the 7tb of March, above referred to, relative 
to the expediency and propriety of excluding Knrum Perkaush 
from the government of Sirmore and vesti-ng' it in bis minor 
sou, Fut.teb Singh, under the guardianship and administration 
of one or more of his male relatives and subject to the generrd 
control and sujierintcudency of the Bi’itish Goveimment, at 
least until the Eaj.ah be able to conduct bis affairs himself aud 
the administration be firmly establisliecl. You will according- 
ly cousider yourself authorized to take early measures for 
parrying this arrangement into effect. The principal practical 
difficulty will be in the selection of a fit pei-son among ilio 
male relatives of the young Rajah to fill the office of guardiau 
and minister. The Governor-General is not prepared to 
pronounce whether the misconduct of Ivisheu Sing was sucli 
as to deprive him of all claim to the restoration of that 
confidence to which he was formerly considered entitled, 
or how far his suhserpient conduct has redeemed his character. 

25. Had those circumsta-nces not occurred there would 
have been no doubt of tbo expediency of I'esting the excciitiv-^ 
administration of the government of Sirmore in him, and His 
Lordship deems it advisalrlo that you should ascertain bv 
cnipiivy from hlr. Fraser a,ud other well informed persons to 
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extent liis conduct on the ceeasion alluded to, combined 
with his sul)ser|U(3iit proceeding's, should be considei'cd to 
disqualify him for the trust. On yoiu' report on the sulpiect 
of appointing’ a guardian, whether Kishen Sing or any other 
individual, His Lordship will he prepared to communicate his 
final decision. 
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2.6. In order to give effect to the arrangement now 
proposed it will he necessary that an officer of the British 
Goveriiment, acting under jmur orders, should he nominated for 
the duty of controlling and superintending the administration. 
The extent to -which his interference should he carried must 
depend ou coiisideratioiis arising' out of tlie uature of the 
administration and the joersoual character of those coiieenied 
iu it, ou all which points a report from you is desired by His 
Lordship. 

27. You will remember that it was proposed to occupy 
the Kaardah Dooii permanently for the Hoiioraljle Compan}-. 
This po.ssGssion, besides its eventual Importance in a military 
point of a'iew, might coiitriijnte to the general re-imhurse- 
meut of the expense wbieh the Britisli Government must 
necessarily incur iu e-stablishin'ents for the maintenance of the 
arrangements discussed iu this letter. You will be pleased to 
report your opinion regarding the retention or relincpiishment 
of the Kaardah Doom His Lordship is further desirous of 
ascertaining’ from 30)11 whether 3 o:)'a consider the possession of 
a fortress iu Sirmore the British Government to be ex- 
pedient or uecessarju 

28. As jmu have not had the opportuuit}^ of obtaining 
a local knowledge of the territor^^ of Sirmore, you will of 
course cousider yourself at liberty to obtain the sentiments of 
an}" officers lately serving in that quarter from whom useful 
information and suggestions ma}" be derived besides those of 
jMr. Fraser. Should it bo ultimately judged expedient to 
retain a fort in Sirmore, a tract of land iu the vicinitv should 
he amrexed to it, in like manner as proposed for Haloven and 
Suhhatoo. 
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29. Tbe district o£ Jouiisav lying' to the north-east of 
Sirmore proper hetween the Tonse and the Jumna is under- 
stood to belong' to Sirmore. The people of this district have 
acted with more zeal and spirit and apparent sincerity against 
the Goorkhas than almost any other class of person.s in that 
quarter. On this account it will he proper to secure to them 
the enjo3'ment of all their just rights and privileges, and 
a stipulation to this effect should be entered into with the 
Government of Sirmore in tlieir favor. On this sirhject also 
Mr. Fraser is fullj'^ informed. 

30. It will be necessary either to conclude .specific 
engag'cments with each of the Hill Chiefs^ w'ho form the 
subject of these instructions, binding them to submit to our 
arbitration and decision their differences with foreign Stales, 
and wdth each other, to furnish their troops when called for, 
and generall}^ to perform all the dntles resulting from the 
feudatory relation in w'bich they will stand townards us, and 
to secure the free passage of our merchants and their goods 
through their respective territories; or else to define and 
enjoin all their duties and the corresponding obligation of 
protection and guarantee in a Proclamation to he published 
throughout the territories under consideration. You will he 
pleased to adopt wdiichever of these modes may appear to you 
most expedient with reference to the character of the people 
and other circumstances. 

31. I have now adverted to all the separate States and 
districts lying to the w'cstward of the Jnmua with the 
exception of the extensive district of Pow'aieen. That dis- 
trict, belonging to the Raj of Gurhwal, does not necessarily 
come w'lthiu the scope of this discussion. 

3'2. The carl^'- and continued intercourse held by IMr. 
Fraser with that Raj and jmur distance from it renders it 
expedient to reserve the consideration of the interests and final 
disposal of Gurhwal for separate discussion with IMr. Fraser. 

S3. His Lordship will be hajipy nevertheless to receive 
and consider any suggestions which your general knowledge 
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and experience may enable you to offer relative to that 
countrjx 

34. A copy of the instructions issued to Mr. Eraser 
under this date, relative to the settlement of Gurhwal, is 
herewith transmitted for your information. 

36. It norv remains to state to you the arrangement by 
which the Governor-CTeneral proposes that the superintending 
and controlling authority of the British Government should be 
exercised over those countries, the settlement of which forms 
the subject of this dispatch. 

.30. The principal political and military authoritj' in the 
hill country lying between the Jumna and the Sutledg’e (with 
the exception of Rowaiecn) will be exercised Iry you with the 
same powers and under the same arrangements as are in force 
wdth regard to the protected territories below the hills. The 
Governor-General is aware that the extended duties and 
powers which will now devolve on you will recprire more 
eflicient assistance than you at present can command in 
your political capacity. His Lordship is satisfied that gn-eat 
advantage will be derived to the public interests from the 
employment of Lieutenant Ross, of the 6tli Regiment, in the 
performance of that branch of the duties which you propose 
should be assigned to him. Lieutenant Ross will accordingly 
be apxrointed to be your Assistant with a salary of rupees live 
hundred per mensem, exclusive of his pay and regimental 
allowances. His Lordship has very great satisfaction in thus 
promoting the interests of the public service and at the same 
time bestowing a merited reward on an officer whose conduct 
has so uniformly been applauded by you and obtained the 
cordial approbation of the Governor-Gcneml and Commander- 
in-Chief. His Lordship has not thought it necessary that 
Lieutenant Ross’ appointment should designate the precise 
department in which you propose to employ him, it appearing 
that convenience will arise from leaving to your discretion the 
distribution of the business among your Assistants. Should 
any particular advantage appear to you to be likely to result 

' Not printed. 
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from a move pavticnlav dosig'na.tion of liirs duties, tlieve can 
be no objection to it being distinctly expressed. 

37. His Lordsbip concurs in tbe reasons u-bicli you 
have assigned for sepaivating the managemeni and control of 
Sirmore from tbe genei'al duties to bo assigned to Lieutenant 
Ross, and approves tbe proposed delegation of tbnt trust to 
Captain Birch, of whose temper, judgment and discretion 
His Lordsbip has formed a very favorable opinion. 

.38. As a remuneration for tbe adilih'onal duly thus 
imposed upon him, Cajitaiu Birelds salary will be raised to five 
luindrod rupees per mensem from the date of his assumption 
of the new duty assigned to him. 

39. Among’ other advantages resulting from tbe cmplov- 
ment of these officers in tlie manner proposed. His Lordsbip 
expects that their attention will be given to tbe survey of the 
countries within their superintendence, and to the collection 
and communication of scientific and SLaiistlc information ; and 
His Lordship accordingly desires that they may be furnished 
with instructions to this effect. 

40. You will hereafter he informed of the arraim’ement 
which may be made for tlie command of the Nusseree 
Goorkhas. 

41. As connected with tbe subject of this dispatch, 
I am directed to call your attention to the subject of the 
Irregular troops serving with your Division of the ariiiy and 
with that lately under the command of jMajor-Gcneral 
Martiudell. You har’e received orders on this subject from 
the Adjutant- General’s Oificc, and will of course proceed to 
reduce their number as fast as circumstances \yill admit. You 
are aware that the Irregulars serving at .Tej’tuck and generally 
within the limits of Major-General j\Iarlindell'’s command 
were raised and embodied throxigh the immediate agency of 
Mr. Eraser, with whom therefore }'ou will be pleased to 
correspond relative to tlie discharge of those lei'ics. It is 
principally with reference to the corps composed of Goorkhas 
and other hill tribes that 1 now am instructed l-c addl■e^s you- 
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4'2. It appears to His Lordship to be very advisable to 
retain in our pay, or in that of our feudatories, the restored 
HillEajabs, all the Goorkha levies that are disposed to remain 
even after the conclusion of peace. Their peeidiar aptitude 
for hill service and their general qualities as soldiers will 
render them valuable troo]:)s in many supposable situations, 
^vhile their employment will prevent the necessity of keeping 
our regular sepoys in the hills. 

43. The same remarks. His Lordship believes, will 
ajqdy to some of the other hill levies. His Lordshi]?, however, 
thinks it necessaiy to observe that the establishment of 
Goorklia or hill troops, to be kept in the pay of the Honorable 
Company, ought not to extend beyond what you shall 
consider as strictly required b}^ tbe duties attendant on the 
arrangcmc}its directed, in the foregoing* pages. The latter it 
is probable rvill find sorviee among tbe restored Rajahs, — an 
arrangement which it will be desirable to make with respect 
both to them and such or the Goorkhas as may not be reqirired 
for our own garrisons, with a view to the reduction of 
expense. 

44. His Lordship recpiests that you will take the whole 
subject into yoxiv consideration with reference to these 
remarks and state your sentiments for his information and 
decision. 

45. kJr. Fraser will be furnished with copies of such 
parts of this dispatch as relaTe to the points on which you 
have been requested to communicate with him. 


193 . From, Major-Qcncral F. Ochterlont, Superintendent of 
Political Affairs and Agent, Governor-General, Loode- 
aiui, to J. Adam, Esquire, Secretary to Government,— =• 
No. 826, dated the 9th of July 1815. 

I HAVE tbe honor to transmit copies and translations of a 
correspondence wilh Aynifa Beg-um, Avbich I take tlie liberty 
to request yo\i will early submit to the eonsidoreiion of the 
Right Ilon'ble the Governor-General, 
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S. On my arrival here I was very mncli concerned 
to find that the Begum was attended hy such a numloev of 
relations and dependants that the largest and host house 
in the town of Loodeana Avas quite insufiicient for their 
accommodation with any degree of comfort^ and hj" no means 
.suited to the ideas of eastern privacy and decorum. 

3. It Avas a still gl-eater subject of regret to me to learn 
that the King’s escape from Lahore had depriA'ed her of the 
remittances aaBIcIi till then he had made for her snhsistence 
and support ; that she was consequently in the greatest 
distress increased by a want of credit with the hankers who 
had formerly supplied her in the hope that some arrangements 
Avould he made for her benefit by the British Government, or 
that at least the remittances Avould he continued from Shah 
Shujah. 

4. Her own accounts of the difHcnlties and emharrass- 
mente to Avhieh a combination of untoward events had reduced 
her were confirmed on enquiry from so many and disinterested 
quarters that I could not hut consider the credit and reputation 
of the British Government in a certain degree involved, and in 
consequence addressed the letter No. 1, AA’hich produced the 
reply No. 5i iu her owu handwriting, and yesterday the letter 
No. 3,’ in which she rightly supposes that the expectations 
implied in her first answer had deterred me from touching on 
the subject in any appeal to His Lordship’s liberality and 
kindness, 

5. I am even noAv at a loss in what terms to solicit His 
Lordship’s consideration of her forlorn and helpless state, 
sensible as I am of the many calls on Government of the most 
urgent nature, and believing' as I firmly do that the Begum’s 
hopes of joining her husband at hlooltaii will neA'cr he 
realized. Her support Avill not only he a permanent call on 
the bounty of GoATernment, hut the late accounts of the Shah 
Shujah seem to render it a subject of just apprehension that, 
if he escapes the Augllance of Eunjeet and the great exertions 
Avhich great rewards are likol^’’ to incite to his seizure, he Avill 
at an early period himself make his appearance AA’ithin, the 

’ Not traceable in tbo Punjab Eccords. 
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British territory or in the Protected States, and add to the 
burdens the distracted state oi; his country has already 
imposed. 

6. To alleviate the distresses I could not doubt, and 
at the same time to repress all extravagant pretensions or 
expectations, I sent her 3*esterday evening as from myself a 
thousand rupees, recpiesting' her to repay me if she received 
any remittances from His Majesty, and again earnestly 
recommending to her a rigid economy. 
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7. This small sura, however, is in reality reduced to 
Ps. 750, as the Queen could not so far forget her royalty as 
to send a less sum than 250 rupees as a tnsiuloocl for my 
arrival and safety. J\Iy remoustrance.s on this subject were 
unavailing, and Captain Birch informed me his own considera- 
tion on a similar occasion had only produced the transfer from 
his own servants to the boys and beggars in the streets of 
Loodeaiia. 

8. If their assertions are at all to be depended on, 
Ptunjeet has plundered them of valuables to a very large 
amount, and his seizure of iiart of the property left in the 
hands of Balnckram, a hanker, affords him a pretext to 
withhold much which they assert, and I am persuaded lielievo, 
has never reached RunjeePs treasury. 

9. Thej^ also mention six laks of I'upoes lodged in 
other hands, hut forget whether it has been seized by llnnjeet, 
or on what pretence it has been withheld. It is not of so 
much consequence to the pmqjose of this appeal to convince 
His Lordship of the wealth they did possess, or the unexpected 
losses they have sustained, as to represent my firm conviction, 
that the Begum has been obliged to dispose of some jewels of 
small value to procure the daily food of a very considerable 
number of dependants, ninety-six of whom I think she 
represents as near relations or connections of the blood royal. 

10. England has long aEorded an asylum and support 
to exiled Princes, and revolutions the most unexpected have 
restored them to their country and their thrones, under 
circumstances more improbable than the ultimate success of 
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Futteli Klian^s eudeavoiirs to effect the restofation o£ Shah 
Shuja^ in \vhich case; though the gratitude of Princes is not 
proverbial; the attention and hospitality of the British 
Government to his family or himself might; with his sectish 
antipathy to the Sheeahs; give us a friend in a quarter wliere 
one may he earlier recpiired than a few weeks since would have 
been thought possible. 

11. It is not; however’; to the political judgment or 
foresight of the Bight Hon^hle the Governor-General that 
I wish; or that it would he becoming in mC; to appeal. A 
foreigner'; a stranger'; and a woman of bigb birtb and elevated 
station; is in distress approaching to miser-^g and has thrown 
herself on the protection of a Government famed for its 
humanity and generosity. As the agent of that Government, 
I am most anxious to do everj^ justice to its high character, 
but I am not insensible to the imperious necessity of economy, 
and I do not wish to trrrst to individual feeling for the 
regulation of rny public conduct in a matter where I niiglrt he 
ecprally liable to censure for a discreditable parsimony or a 
too lavish profusion. 

13. The departine of the Begum should he encouraged 
and even hastened if possible ; hirt, as I do rrot think this a 
likely event, I worrld most humbly submit to His Lordship 
the necessity of relieving her present distress by a monthly 
stipend; and I would recommend that the amount should he 
regulated by the belief that it must he permanent. 


194 . Eo-om Major-General D. Ochterlon}', Sitperhtfenclenf 
of FolHical Affairs and Agent, Governor-General, Zodi- 
anaJt, to J. Ad.-im, Esquire, Secretary to Government , — 
No. 227, dated the 16th of July ISIS, 

I HAVE the honor to report to you that I have received 
letters from j\Ir. B. P. Ochterlony informing me of his 
intention to remain in Calcutta and requesting- to resign his 
situation as my Assistant, which I beg' 3^11 will do me the 
favor to submit to the Bight Ilonffde the Governor-General 
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v/ith niy humble request that Lieutenant jMurray may be 
appointed in his stead. 

Jl. It would, however, afford me pleasure if His Lord- 
ship’s accpiiesceuGG was accompanied by an addition to the 
salary (:i00 rupees) drawn by Mr. Ochterlony, in consideration 
of the additional duties which he will have to perform by my 
own extended agency and superintendence, and by his having 
generally to execute alone what was divided between Captain 
Birch and ]\Ir. R. P. Ochterlony, for which he relinquishes a 
situation of comparative ease and greater allowances in his 
regimental appointment. 


195. From J. Ada.v, Esquire, Secreiary to Government, to 
Major-General D. Ocni'ERLONr, Superintendent of Polit- 
ical Affairs and Agent, Governor-General, Loclhiana,— 
dated Gamp Fattiyarh, the 19th of July ISIS. 

I HA-VE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatch No. ildG, dated the 9th instant,^ from w'hich the 
Governor-General has learned with great regret the state of 
dtstress to which Wuffa Begum has been reduced, chiefly by 
the failure of the resources which she derived from the 
remittances of Sbah Shuja previously to his escape from the 
power of Rajah Runjeet Sing. 

9j. Motives of humanity and of regaid for the character 
of the British Government seem to His Lordship to require 
that some provision should be assigned for the support of this 
unfortunate Princess during the period of her remaining under 
British protection. But previously to assigning any specific 
sum for this purpose His Lordship is desirous of receiving a 
communication of your opinion as to the amount of the 
monthly stipend which would enable the Begum to maintain 
herself, her family and her folio ay ers, rvith comfort and 
decency, observing that His Lordship does not contemplate 
the xflacing her in a state of affluence conformable with 
her high rank or expectations, but merely Avisbes to relieA’:e 

' 193 supra. 
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her fi’om present distress and inconvenience, and to aiSord 
her the means of respectably maintaining herself and her 
family at the least charge to the Government. You will, 
therefore, previously to forming your opinion as to the amount 
of the allowance to be assigned to her, strongly urge her to 
discharge all superfluous and unnecc^ary followers, and to 
reduce her establishment to the narrowest limits consistent 
with her respectability and ease. 

3. Though His Lordship discerns but little ground for 
indulging the hope that the Begum may be induced to leave 
Lodhiana and proceed to join Shah Shoojah in IMultau, you 
will nevertheless, whenever a fit occasion may occur, use your 
best endeavours, but with the utmost delicacy and caution, to 
prevail on her to adopt this desirable step. 

d. The Governor-General is pleased to approve of your 
having advanced the sum of one thousand rupees to the 
Begum in youi' own name, and to authorize yon to charge 
that amount in your public accounts. 


196 . From J. Adjv, Esqtiirc, Secretamj to Government, to 
ilajor-General H, OenTERLOxr, Snpcriniendcnf of Folit- 
■icul Affairs and Agent, Governor-General, Lodhiana , — 
dated Gamp Fatfigarh, the 85th of July 1815. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch No. 2ii7, dated the 16th instant, and to inform 
you that the Governor-General is pleased to appoint Lieuten- 
ant William Murray of the 1st Eegimeut of Native Infantry 
to be your Assistant in the room of hir. Ochterlou}-, resigned. 

2. Adverting to the extended nature of the duties which 
Lieutenant jMiu-ray will have to perform in consequence of the 
resignation of h'lr. Ochterlouy and the allotment of a special 
duty to Captain Birch, His Lordshii? deems it equitable to 
fix Lieutenant Alnrray^s salary at a higher rate than that 
received by hlr. Ochterlouy or Captain Birch previously to 
the late arrangement and is pleased accordingly to assign 
to Lieutenant hlurray a salary of four hundred rupees per 
mensem. 
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197 - From J, ADJjff, Esquire, Secretary to Government, to 
Major-General D. OcHTLRioecr, Sujierintcndcnt of Polit- 
ical Affairs and Agent, Governor- General, LodMana , — 
dated Gamp Faitigarh, the 2nd of August ISIS. 

The information communicated in your private letter to 
my address of the 24th July of the expected arrival of Shah 
Shoojah at Lodhiaiia renders it expedient that you should be 
furnished vdthout delay vith instructions for your guidance 
in such an event. The Governor-General accordingly com- 
mands me to convey to you the following directions, 

2. Embarrassing and inconvenient as the arrival of 
Shah Shoojah within the British dominions canuot fail to 
prove; it would he inconsistent with humanit}^ and with the 
reputation and dignity of the British Government to refuse 
an asylum to the unfortunate monarch ; and His Lordship 
entirely approves; therefore, of your having directed Lieuten- 
ant Boss, in the event of Shah Shoojah^s arrival at Lodhiaua 
during j^our absence; to manifest towards Ills Majesty every 
mark of kindness and respect; not involving public demonstra- 
tions of those observances. It will be proper to take an early 
opportunity of intimating to His Majesty j’-our own opinion 
and that of the Governor-General that in his present circum- 
stances it is incumbent on him to preserve a strict incognito. 
Presuming that Shah Shoojah is destitute or nearly so of the 
means of support, it wdll be unavoidable to make a provision 
for that purpose ; and you are accordingly authorized to make 
such advances of money for His Majesty^s use as may be 
indispensably necessary, regulating their amount by a scale 
of the utmost practicable moderation. His Lordship will 
hereafter consider the expediency of allotting a fixed sum for 
His Majesty^s expenses, 

8. It is considered by the Governor- General to he 
extremely desirable that Shah Shoojah should remove from 
Lodhiana to a positiondess obnoxious to Bajah Bunjeet Sing. 
You wdll accordingly take the earliest opportunity of proposing 
this measure to His Majesty and carrying it into effect. It' 
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occurs to His Lordsliip that Kurnaul or Seharunpore would 
be a eouveuient position until arrang-ements could be made for 
establishing- him at a station still more distant from the 
frontier. Delhij which in some points of view \ronld be 
convenientj appears to His Lordship to be objectionable on 
other grounds. On this point, however, His Lordship would 
wish the decision to be left to your discretion and that of IMr. 
hletcalfe. 

4'. His Lordship apprehends that the King may object 
to removung from Lodhiana under an aj)prehension that it will 
increase the obstacles to his eventual return to bis own 
country, but His Lordship hopes that your address wull 
overcome his objections. 

5. The arrival of Shah Shoojah within the British 
territory must necessarily excite considerable uneasiness in the 
mind of Runjeet Sing, which will, however, no doubt be 
allayed by His jMajesty^s removal from the frontier. It will 
be proper, however, to be prepared to state the case to Runjeet 
Sing exactly as it has happened, declaring at the same time 
that His IMajesty^s retirement within the British territory, 
far from being desired or encouraged, can only be a source of 
res-ret and inconvenience to the British Government, but that 
an asAdum and the oljservances of hospitality and respect 
cannot be refused to an unfortunate Prince who has thrown 
himself on its protection. 

G. In my private letter of 3msterday’s date conveying 
the substance of the above instructions you were authorized 
to malm an immediate communication to the effect just stated 
to Runjeet Sing. His Lordship -null, boAvever, approve of 
your having suspended it if jmvr shall harm thoug-ht proper, as 
well as in the same case of your continuing to withhold it 
until some application shall be made on the subject by 
Runjeet Sing. 

7. This letter Avill be transmitted under an open cover 
to Mr. Metcalfe. 
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198 . From Major-General D. Ocuterloni', Su.perinfcndcnt 
of Political Alfa.irs, and Agent, Governor-General , 
LodJiiuna, to J. Av.ui, Esgnire, Secretary to Govern- 
ment, — No, 233, dated the Stli of August ISIS. 

I HAVE the honor to transmit herewith a statement of 
my actual establishment ^ and the one I think should be kept 
for the Hills. I regret to see it so large, but there is one 
item which may be very much reduced, as my habits and 
inclinations would lead me to keep nearly the same soicarj/ 
establishment as a Major-General on the Staff, as I now do, 
combining my civil and military duties, and an office tent or 
two is in reality the only addition. 

2. In presenting therefore the accompanying to the 
Eight Honhile the Governor-General I beg you will submit 
to His Lordship my humble recpiest for a consolidated allow- 
ance of one thousand rupees for moonsbies, English writers, 
inntsuddics, ameens and harlrarraJis for the Sikh and Hill 
Departments. 

3. Eor the latter I have often incurred considerable loss, 
as I have found it frequently necessary to send out intelligent 
and trustworthy men to investigate on the spot the truth or 
falsehood of some assertions which have been made in oases of 
complaint where the oaths of one i>arty Lave been in direct 
contradiction to the other. 

199 . From J, AnJjr, Esquire, Secretary to Government, to 
Major-General SirDjriv Ocuterlonv, K. G.R., Suqycr- 
intendent of Political Ajyairs and Agent, Governor- 
General, Lodhiana, — dated Gamq) Fattigarh, the 18th 
of August 1815. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowdedge the receipt of yonr 
despatch Ho. 233, dated the 5th instant. 

2. The Governor-General is pleased, in compliance with 
jmur recpiest, to grant you a consolidated monthly allowance 
of one thousand (1,000) rupees for the entertainment of 
hloonsliees, Mriters, Mutsuddies, Anmeeus, Ilurkarras, &c., 
to take effect from the 1st of June. 

^Not traceable in the Punjab Eeeonls. 
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200 . From J. Ajjam, Fsqnire, Secretary to Government, to 
Major-General Sir Fai'id OciiTEULONr, K. O.F., Super- 
intendent of Political Affairs and Agent, Governor- 
General, LodJiiana, — dated Gamp Faitigarh, the 20ili 
August 1815. 

I AAi directed to aclrnoryledge tlie receipt of your letter of 
the lltli instant, and to inform you, with reference to ray 
former dispatch on the subject, tliat the Governor- General 
authorizes the payment of an allowance to ’\Yuffa Begum 
of rupees one thousand five Imndred (Rs. 1,500) per 
mensem, until further orders. 


201 . Extract from a letter fivin the Court of Fireofors, dated 
the loth of Decemher 1815. 

* >{: .f, 

3. But we have in an especial manner to notice 
the brilliant and decisive exploits of Major-General Sir 
David Oehterlony, Commanding' the Third Division of the 
Army, and of the officers and troops under his orders, 
first, after compelling Ummer Sing, the Goorkha Com- 
mander opposed to him, to retire to the jMalown range 
of hills, then successfully reducing the forts of the Ramghur 
range previously occupied Iiy that Chief, and next directing 
his attention to tlie means of im^estinsr Ummer Sino-’s new 
position, 60 as to cut off his supplies and compel him to 
surrender or risk an action ; secondly, in establishing' himself 
by ail able and well-adjusted comhination of movements in two 
positions on the heig-lits of IMalown, liy means of which he is 
said to have effectual]}’’ broken the continuity of the enemy^’s 
chain of posts, to have forced him to confine himself to the 
fort of Malown and its immediate outworks, and to have 
gained a position from which he u’Oiild he able to carry on 
operations against the place ; thirdly, the complete repulse of 
the enemy in a most gallant attack on oiir principal post on the 
heights of ]\Ialown, which produced all the results of victoiy 
by terminating in the surrender of Ummer Sing. The fruits 

CD 



ly. ] LUBIlIAIsA AGENCY EECOTxBS, I8IJ-I0. 4 Co 

of these decisive and important successes against the principal 
leader and force of the Nipaulese State^ combined with the 
previous reduction of Kamaoiij have been, says the Gover- 
nor-General, the entire extinction of the Goorlcha power 
throughout the countries formerl}'' in their possession to the 
westward of the Kali or Gogra river, iin-olviug the loss to 
them of more than a third of their dominions, — a result 
which, in the opinion of Lord Moira, mnst either produce an 
early and honorable peace or enable us to pursue the war 
with eminent advantage. 

d. So high is the estimation in which we hold the 

services of Major-General Sir David Ochterlony, and so 

greatly do we appreciate them, both in their nature and 

clSects, that it is in our contemplation to be.sto-w on tliat 

gallant and excellent oflicer a sirbstautial proof of the 
gratitude of the Company for the benefits tliey have derived 
from them/-* 
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Multan, intelligence from, pp. 1-17-4S ; capture 
of city of, by Eanjit Singh, pp. 193-94; 
siege of fort of, pp. 196, 201-02, 203. 

Murray, Lieutenant, appointment of, as 
AsBi'etant to Colonel Ochterlony, rfcf 
Mr, E, P, Ochterlony, pp, 45S-59, 460, 
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K. 

JTalilia, nvrivnl of Colonel Oclitcilony nt, niid 
1 occpt ion accord eil by Cliief, p. 53; mis- | 
conduct o£ ton of llajn.p. IGl. 

Kalian, representation of Karan Parlcasli, lalo 
Kaja of, pp. 217, 222. 

O. 

Oelitcrlony, Licntennnt-Colcnol D., jilaccd 
in coinmaml of force ordered to advance to 
tlic Sutlej, pp. 1-3; luB allorvanco.s, p. 3; 
instructions for bis fruidar.ee. pp. 10-17; 
measures taken by the rvOsldent, Dellii, 
pp. 17-10 ; instructions issued by tbo Coni- 
niandcr-in-Chief, pp, 20-22; policy to be 
observed towards tbe Sikh Chiefs between 
the Jamua and Sutlej, pp. 22--i ; progress 
of force advancing towards Sutlej, pp. 27-8 ; 
interjsrctation of orders regarding restor.i- 
tion of usurpations of Eaiijit Singh, pp. 
35-42; rovibod orders regarding the loca- 
tion of n military jiost on tbe Punjab 
Frontier, x'P- 45-7 ; appointment of Captain 
K. Stuart as Persian Interpreter, pp. 47- 
f), 60 ; progress of force adv.auciug to tLo 
Sutlej, pp. 49-52 ; arrival at Kabha and rc- 
ceptlou accurdtd, p. 63 j voiiiatatcs Chief of 
dialer Kolia, p, 55 ; proclumatiou issued 
by, and General St. Legcr to Sikh Chiefs, 
pp. 55-7, 78; discussions with Yakils of 
Kanjit Singh and halt of force in vicinity 
cf Ludhidua, pp. 50-61 ; arrival of, near 
Ludhiina, pi. 62 ; bis views ns to the atti- 
tude of (he Sikh Chiofs, pp. 63-4; and Mr. 
Metcalfe's mission to Lahore, pp. 70-71 ; 
disapproval of his action in conferring with 
Baujit Singh's Vakil and lialthig his force, 
pp. 77-8 ; his views as to policy to be observed 
tow.ards Sikh Chiefs, p. 80-85 ; his snggestious 
for securing the co-operation of Sikh Chiefs, 
Cis-Sutlej, pp. 87-S; orders of Government 
ns to the doclaratiou of policy to bo made 
to the Protected Sikh Chiefs, pp. 89-93 ; 
justifies the halting of his force, pp. 93-0 ; 
resigns his command, pp. 96-7 ; his letter to 
Chief of Patiala, pp. 97-9; letters issued to 
Sikh Chiefs, Cls-Sutlcj, pp. 99-101 ; accept- 
ance of resignation, pp. 104-05 ; liis ex- 
planation in connection with the censui'C 
pased on him, pp. 106-09 ; arrangements 
eouBCquent on the rcsignalion of his com- 
mand, pp. 110-16; delect in letters issued 
to Sikli Chiefs, pp. 119-20 ; restoration to 
command at Ludhiana, p. 124; ajipioiat- 
mont of Mr. P,. P. Ochtcrlony ns Assistant 
to, rice Captain Stuart, p. 135; proposes 
strengthening of piost of Ludliiana, p. 139- 
^0, 1G5-GG ; opplies for services of Captain 


Ocnterlony, Lt.-Col. D.-^fcoidinned) 

Kirch as Lis Assistant, ])p. 209-10 ; his ap- 
pointment, p. 221 ; invited to marriage of 
Kanjit Singh’s sou, jip. 273-74 ; return, pp. 
27S-79; oijservations on P.aiijit Singh’s policy, 
p. 279-80 ; defeiiBii’o works at Laliorc, p, 
281; propcsed engagement with-Eanjifc 
Singh to repel foreign invasion, pp, 281-83; 
expenditure meurrod by, on occasion of 
visit to Lahore, pp. 283-84 ; orders of Gov- 
ernment on report of lisit to Lahore, pp, 
285-87 ; his report on Patiala affairs, pp. 
288-ti2 ; attempt on life of, at Patiala, pp. 
293-95; further Tf-porhs on raiiaki affairs 
and orelcrs of Govermaeut, pp. 295-310 ; 
se-ttlcs disputes , at Ladwa and elsewhere, pp. 
32,3-2-4 ; application for leave and with- 
draual, pp. 325-26; his airangcnients for llio 
farm of the Saycr and Abkari diitie.s of 
I.udhiiina, ppi. 320-23, 326-31 ; encroach- 
ment of Gurkhas, military operations pro- 
posed liy, pp. 338-42 ; intention of, to visit 
the Gurkha Comm, under aud settle disputes 
en r&ufe. pp, 315-16 ; report of tour, ]ip, 347- 
49; uv'oount of meeting with Gurkha 
Connnander, pp. 349-50; reception at Mani 
Miijva, p. 35(1 ; vi.sit to villages recently re- 
stored by the Gurkhas, pp, 351-52; observa- 
tions on system of forced labour between 
KanuU aud Ludhinua, pp. 354-56 ; remarks 
on timber duties, p. 356 ; report regarding 
robbery of a hanker in Thauosar teriitorv, 
jip, 35S-G0 ; conimendntiou of Colonel Ocli- 
tcrlony, p. 370 ; correspondcnco with 
Gurkha Commander, pp. 371-72 ; overtvnos 
received by, from Kill.-idar of Lahore, letteivs 
proved forgeries, pp. 373-78 ; orders of Gov- 
ernmont on bis corresponclenco with the 
Guvkba Commander, pp. 379-81 ; report 
by, on hill districts occupied by the 
Gurkhas, pp. 391-400; suggestions by, in 
connection with (he operarions impending 
against the Gurkhas, pp. 401-08; instruc- 
tions to, in regard to the treatment of the 
Hill Chiefs exiled by tlie Gurklias, pp. 408- 
18; draft of proclamation to be issued by, 
to the inhabitants of the hills between the 
Sutlej and Jumna, pp. 418-19; arrangements 
for the conduct of tho political duties of 
whilo in command of opier.rtious against 
j tlie Gurkhas aud further instructions for 
I his guidance, pp. 420-22 ; repre.sentation of 
Begum Samru regarding e.xpectntioiis held 
out to licr by Colonel Ochtcrlony, pp. 430-34; 
ngrocment concluded by Colonel Ochterlony 
with tho Gurkha Commander, pp. 435-38 ; 
acknowledgment of .services of, p. 438 ; 
Bubsidiary arrangement-, m connection n-lth 
the capitulation of tho Gurkhas, pp. 439-40 ; 
appointed SupcrlntendentnQ-, of Polilic.al 
Affairs and Agent Governor-General in the 
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Oclitci-lonv, Lt.-Col. D. — (conchidcd ) — 
Icrriforics of tlio Protected Sikh and Ilill 
Chief?, p. 441 ; instructions to Major- 
Gcnornl Ochtcrlony in regard to the scttle- 
niC3it of the hill territories conquered from 
t)ie Giirii'liaSj pp. 442-54; acknowledgment 
of terviecs of iilajor-Gcneral Sir P). Och- 
terlnny, p|). 404-65. 

Oehtcrlony, R. P-, Utr., appointment of, as 
Asskfant to liis father, rice Captain .Stuart, 
p, 133 ; errant of leave to, pp. 245-4G; hie 
I'csignatiou and apipointincnt of Lienlenaut 
Ulurray in Lis stead, p. -IGO. 

P. 

r.atiiila, Papa of, .attitude of, p. 5; informed 
of intentions of llrltish Cxovernuient, p. 20; 
refusal of, to wait on Paiijit Singh, p. 32; 
intercourse with Colonel Oehterlony, p. 51; 
letter from Colonel Oehterlony to tlie Paja, 
])p. 97-9; attack on Lieutenant IVhito, Sur- 
vevor, in Patiala territorv, pp. 148-55, 169, 
176-70, 181-88, 204-05 211-lG ; desire of 

l;aj.T, to help the Gurkhas, pp. 161, 
175 ; niLsmaungenicnt of the P.atiala 
State, ])p. 246-52 ; degree of intcrfcroncc 
to he (rxeroised in the affairs of the Paja 
of, pp. 256-59 ; affairs of tlio Pafidla 
State, pp, 274-7G ; report by Colonel 
Oehterlony on affairs at, pp. 28S-92 ; attempt 
on life of Colonel Oehterlony at, pp. 293-0.5; 
trial of assassin, p. 295 ; furlhor rcpOii by 
Colonel Oehterlony on Patiiila affair? and 
orders of Government, pp. 295-810; death 
of Pa.ia and report on nffaiis, iq). 334-37. 

Peshawar, new.? from, pi. 202. 

Phola Singh, Aknli, attacks Lieutenant 'White, 
Surveyor, in Paiiala territory, pp. ISl-S.S ; 
measures for apprehending, p)p, 264-05, 
211-14 ; action taken by Panjit Singh, pp. 
214-13. 

Pilgrims, 1ax on, pp. 317-20, 331-33. 

Pininre, Ihreatcned by Gurthas, ]']). 197-200; 
ciaims of Gnrlihas to, pp. 203-t>S ; descrip- 
tion of, p, 2US-09 ; eonil.iion of, p, 34!), 

Pmclaniatiou to Protected Sjl.li Chiefs, pp, 
239-61, 263-72. 

Protected Sikh Chiefs, — ride Sikh Chiefs. 

Puuiab, intelligence from, p. 31 ; disavowal 
l\y Government of intention to annex 
rmijah, p). 7’9. 

R. 

Itanplt Singh, P.aja of Lahore, orders for 
advance of a force to the oournics of the 
territory of , p;>, 1-3 ; re.sti ietioii of o.vlen- 
sion of p)owcr beyond the Sutlej, ])p. 7-9 ; 
.attitude to hp adopted liy Colonel Oelitcrlony 
towards, jip. 10-11, IS ; restoratiou of 
usurpations of, p,. 29; refcsal of Paja of 


Panjit Singh, Paja— f'coiieZHclfdj — 

Patiala to wait on, p. 32; interpretation of 
orders regarding usurpations, pp, 33-42 - 
revised orders regarding the loc.ation of a 
milit.-iry post on borders of territory of, 
pp, 45-7; his trestmeat of Chief of flklcr 
Ifotla, who is rein.stated hy Colonel 
Oehterlony, pp. 54-5; (li.scussions of V'akils 
of, with Colonel Oehterlony who halts his 
force, pp. 59-60 ; dc.drc of Government that 
treaty with, should he concluded by ]Mr, 
Metcalfe, pi. 76; rcsnmption of his earlier 
conquests, p. 77 ; disapqirov.al of action 
of Colonel Oehterlony in conferring nith 
Vakils and haltiag force, pp. 77-S; letter 
frem, pp. 103-04 ; rc.storation to Chief of 
Thilncsar of the lauds seized hy, pp. 118-19 ; 
proposal to station a Vakil from, at Delhi, 
p. 121 ; ratilied copy of treaty with, 
pp. 121-22 ; letter from P.esident, Delhi, to, 
p. 123; letter from Governor-General to, 
pp. 129-31 ; resumption by original pro- 
prietors of territory usurped by, pp. 131-32 ; 
nri'iv.-il of M.abr.atta Vakils at Court of, 
pp. 135-36; news from Court of, pp, 136-38 ; 
intiigucs of. will) Jilaliiattas, pp. 138-39 ; 
iutcliigcnco from Court of, pp. 141-47, 
158-60, 1C7-GS, 169-73, lSS-92; his designs, 
pp. 164-65, 179-SO ; captui-osj city of Mul- 
t.an, p. 193 ; .action taken by, against Pbula 
Singh, Akali, pp. 214-15; carriage and 
pair ])rosontod to, by Governor-General, 
)>p. 216, 244--45 ; combination of subordinate 
Chiefs of Penjab against, ])p. 223-21 ; 
Colonel Oehterlony invited to nnirriagc 
of Panjit Singli’s son, p. 273-74; liis re- 
turn and account of his visit, p 27S; policy 
of, pp. 279-81 ; defensive works at Lahore, 
p. 281; proposed engagement with, to 
repel foreign invasion, pp. 281-83 ; intention 
of, to proceed to Havdwar, pp. 2S3, 287 ; 
apjdicnliou of, for muskets, jip. 2S4-.8r), 2S7 ; 
rcliiiqnishc.s his intention to visit Tlnincbar, 
p. 325; right of P.anjit Singh to cl.alin 
service from Cis-Sutlcj Chiefs, p. 303 ; 
ovortnres made by Ivilladar of Lahore to 
Colonel Ocbtorlony, letters proved forgeries, 
pp. 373-78 ; defeat of his force in Kaslimu’, 
])p. 390-91 ; bis treatment of Shall Sluija-vd- 
Mulk, ]ip. 428-29, 

Pdji.ar, mceilng between Colonel Oehterlony 
and the Sardar of, pp, 347, 3G3. 

S. 

Sadh.anra, visit of Colonel Oehterlony to, 
p. 352. 

S.aniru Pegain, representation of, regarding 
expectations hold out to her by Colonel 
Oehterlony, pip. 430-3-f. 
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Sl. Lcger, General, proclaniatiou issued by, 
to Sildi Chiefs, pp. 55-7, 78. 
hah Shuja-ul-Mulk, — vide Kabul, 
bah Zanian, — vide Kabul, 
ikh Chief", policy to be obsorved tow.ards, 
desiring tlio protection of the BritiEb 
Government, pp. d-O, 12-17 nssociiition of 
Vakils of, with Colonel Ochterlony, p. 19; 
piolicy to 1)0 ohsorved towards, between the 
•Innina and the Sutlej, pp. 22-1 ; procrastina- 
tion of, p. 53 ; Proclamation issued by 
Colonel Ochterlony aud General St. Legcr 
to, pp. 55-7 ; views of Colonel Ochterlony 
as to attitude of, lip. G3-i; and the policy 
which should bo observed towards them, 
pp. 80-85 ; suggestions of Colonel Ochterlony 
for Bccuring the co-operation of, p. 87 -8 ; 
orders of Government as to the dcclnr.atiou 
of policy to ho made to the J'rotected Sikh 
Chiefs, pp S9-93 ; letters to Cis-Sutlej, 
yp. 99-101 ; ihch- hoj-.'ilJy, p. 101; doicct 
in letters isstU'd to, pp. 119-20; degree of 
interference to ho c.xoroiscd in ailairs of, 
])p. 133-31 ; lawless condnet of Sikli Chiefs 
and petty Sardars, pp. 1(31-02, 175; pro- 


Sikh Chiefs — f concluded ) 

chnnatiou to protected Sikh Chiefs, 
pp. 259-51, 2G3-72 ; question of right of 
Ennjit Singh to claim service front the 
Cis-Sutloj Chiefs, p. 3G3. 

Sirliind, advantage.s of, p. 209. 

Stua‘t, Captain K., appointinent of, ns 
Persian Interpreter to (dolonel Ochterlony, 
pp. -17-9, 60. 

T. 

Tliattesar, resloration to Chief of, of lands 
seized by Kanjit Singh, pp, 118-19; 
robbery of a banker in Thauesar terri- 
tery, pp. 357-60, 565, 369. 

Timber, duties on, ]ip. 356, 307-68 ; com- 
pensation to Chiefs for suspiension of, 
pp. 385-87, 390. 

TV. 

"White, Lienteuant, Surveyor, affackou, in 
I’atiala territory, pp. 148-58, 169, 176-79, 
181-88, 201 05, 211-lG. 





